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Good morning.   

There is a saying that is Aboriginal Australian in origin and it reads: 

If you have come to help me, you are wasting your time. 

But, if you have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work 

together. 

And that is precisely why I’m here today…because my liberation is bound up in yours, and yours in mine. 

We must work together to bring about God’s Kingdom – that is how our Creator intended it.  

My name is Jodi Rose and I’m with Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake, a faith-based nonprofit 

organization that strives to inspire stewardship of Creation within the faith community here in 

Maryland. We are forming a network of congregations that recognize their role as leaders in the 

community and want to demonstrate sustainable behaviors for their congregants and the wider 

community. Together, as a team of faithful stewards – we will collectively make positive impacts on our 

local environment and inspire those around us to do the same. I am very grateful to Rev. Diana Carroll 

and the St. Luke’s Community for inviting me to talk to you today. And, thank you Rev. Norm Crews, for 

sharing your day with me. The celebration of the 50th anniversary of your ordination is a witness to the 

countless people you have ministered to over the years, so thank you. 

A group of folks at St. Luke’s are doing really amazing work to model sustainable behavior on church 

grounds. If you aren’t aware of it, you should be proud to know that St. Luke’s has been a driving force 

for watershed protection through planting trees and managing polluted runoff emanating from this 

property. Polluted runoff is created when rain falls on hard surfaces like parking lots and roofs, and runs 

off into storm drains, rather than percolating into the ground. These slugs of stormwater pick up 

pollutants, trash, and dirt along the way, enter into the underground storm sewer system where it is 

directed to a nearby river and stream and is dumped out – untreated – dumping with it all the gunk it 

picked up along the way. Many people think stormwater is treated at a treatment plant, but it is not. 

That’s why it is called polluted runoff – it is the only source of pollution to the Bay that is still increasing. 

God makes the rain, but we make the runoff. This growing problem is a direct result of continued 

development throughout the Chesapeake Bay Watershed that stretches into New York, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, West Virginia, and Delaware. This beautiful set of rivers, streams, and bay is a national treasure, 

home to some of the most amazing National Parks and internationally renowned bodies of water. All of 

us doing our part can help reduce polluted runoff emanating from our church grounds, residences, and 

where we work. I’ll be down in the fellowship area after the worship service to provide more 

information about polluted runoff the health of the watershed and how you can engage in this sacred 

work to preserve Creation. But, I don’t want to turn this homily into a science class so we’ll save those 

details for downstairs.  

Instead, I hope what I have to say is new and different thinking, I suspect it will be uncomfortable and 

challenging for some of you, but I hope that it draws you closer to your God through prayer and 

contemplation.  

http://www.interfaithchesapeake.org/


The Roman Catholic Archbishop of San Salvador, Oscar de Romero, was a peace activist who spoke out 

against poverty and social injustice in San Salvador and was assassinated in 1980 while leading service. I 

want to read a few excerpts from a prayer he wrote: 

He says: The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is 
God’s work. 
 

He goes on to say: 
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for 
God’s grace to enter and do the rest. 
 

This past week I shared dinner with a group of Muslim men before they enter the period of Ramadan 

and we talked about common ground between our beliefs of how we interact with the environment. 

Where we refer to ourselves as stewards of Creation, they see themselves as travelers passing through 

and that they need to be responsible visitors during their time here. There will be travelers after us, just 

as there were travelers before us. Much like Oscar de Romero’s prayer, our work here is but a step along 

the way, a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 

We know God calls us to be Stewards of the Earth – we hear this in Genesis 1 in the Old Testament. We 

also know that God calls us to love one another – that this is the greatest commandment of all. But how 

do these two things intersect? I’m going to try to connect the dots for you… 

Global climate change is real and is happening before our eyes. Global climate change manifests itself as 

extreme weather, which we are seeing all the time now. Extreme weather consistently challenges 

human resiliency and our ability to adapt. A few examples close to home this past spring were the 

landslide in Bowie, the sinkhole as long as a city block in Baltimore, and the CSX train derailment due to 

severe flooding. When flooding and landslides happen, the poor are affected the most – unable to pick 

up the pieces and put life back together as easily as the affluent. 

Food - our food chain is often compromised by big industries with no moral compass. We hear about 

food recalls all the time. How is it that lettuce gets tainted with bacteria? How does that happen?!? We 

invest so much time and money making sure our grass is green, rather than growing food; and then we 

allow big agricultural conglomerates grow our food very cheaply without asking questions about how it 

is grown and what are the impacts of that process. When we get sick from a food recall, we’re laid up for 

a few days. When the poor, vulnerable, and elderly get sick, it could mean hospitalization because they 

are already impaired physically. Hospitalization might mean medical bills that are too difficult to pay. A 

web of life grossly out of balance. 

Our rivers and streams are not safe swimming or fishing. While some of us can cool down in the heat of 

the summer in our neighborhood or backyard pool, others rely on our natural streams. Yet those 

streams and rivers are not safe to wade in, and certainly not safe within two days of a rain storm due to 

polluted runoff. While most of us can buy our fish at the store without thinking twice about it, many 

forgotten neighbors must fish for their food. The Anacostia River is one of the most toxic rivers in the 

world with six toxic hot spots along its path, one of which is a Superfund site. Right here, in our Nation’s 



Capital, we have one of the dirtiest rivers in the world. And, yet, studies have shown that roughly 17,000 

people consume fish from the Anacostia River – each year.  

Right now, we can trust the water that’s coming out of our tap in our kitchens. Still some people prefer 

to buy bottled water – it’s more convenient. Well this need for convenience drives the concept that 

clean water is a commodity to be bought and sold. American companies like Pepsi and Fuji are buying up 

aquifers in other countries in order to pillage the water resources for our plastic bottles – often with 

little regard for fair wages for workers in those countries. In parts of the U.S., water is NOT clean coming 

out of the tap – in California, as many as 2 million people face significant challenges with water 

contamination and availability. According to a documentary about this struggle entitled “Thirsty for 

Justice,” some communities spend upwards of 15-20% of their income to buy bottled water for drinking 

and bathing. This is real and it is happening. And when we can’t trust the water coming out of the tap, 

people will be driven to the stores to buy their water in plastic bottles. And who will be left out of that? 

Who will not be able to buy their clean water? We don’t realize it, but we are propelling this story line 

right now, right here, every time we buy bottled water out of convenience.  

In each of these examples, we can see that this is about much more than just taking care of nature, 

preserving our natural resources, or “saving the bay”. This is about our neighbors, our brothers and 

sisters. This is about WHO will be affected by environmental degradation. And, it is clear, that the 

affluent will not feel the effects until long after the poor.  The least among us will bear the brunt first. 

So what are you thirsty for? Are you getting “thirsty for justice”? 

In the Genesis reading we heard today, there was great emphasis on how the slave woman and her son 

were sent away with some water in a canteen. Sounded like the master’s wife got a little jealous of her, 

right? Some soap opera drama from ancient times! So, this woman and her son are banished off the 

property and head into the unknown with a few supplies and some water, which clearly runs out.  And 

when this happens, and she’s lost all hope, she weeps for the impending death of her son. She begs the 

Lord for mercy. And to hop over to the Psalm reading really quickly, we hear a cry for mercy too – 

almost to say this is our right – to beg for mercy when we need it. It is okay to plead for help when we 

are in distress. And the Lord is good, and listens to our prayers.  

To the slave woman the Lord answers her cry for mercy with what? – with water. With a well of fresh 

water – life-giving water. He doesn’t judge her and ask her why she didn’t work harder to find her own 

water, or walk further each day to get through the dessert, or tell her if she hadn’t angered the master’s 

wife she wouldn’t be in this predicament in the first place. No. The Lord listens to her plea, comforts her, 

and gives her water, the basic component of life. So who are we to judge why the poor need help the 

most? Who are we to judge who gets to buy clean water and who is banished to the dessert? Who are 

we to drive the story line of “I am not affected by environmental degradation yet therefore I will 

continue with my life the way I want to until it begins to affect me?” 

I used to work as an environmental consultant – I ran my own small business as a consultant to lawyers 

and bankers who made deals on large commercial properties. I was the one who was hired to go to the 

property to determine if the buyer would be assuming any environmental liability – and if so, how much. 

For example, if someone was buying a gas station, I’d be the one to assess whether the gas station had a 

history of leaking, how much pollution was associated with that property, and who was responsible. 

After a while, I began to see that my work was not really about cleaning up the property or the 



groundwater. It was only about leveraging the laws to the greatest degree to escape cleanup costs, 

without being blatantly out of compliance with the laws. No moral compass – driven only by the bottom 

line and regulations. And, if those regulations weren’t in place, I fear there would be no impetus to clean 

anything up at all.  

I began to really struggle with this conflict of what I believed was right, and what I was getting paid to 

do. Many of these sites I would go and visit were in urban neighborhoods with complex problems of 

poverty, joblessness, limited green spaces, no outdoor gardens to speak of, depressed. One morning on 

my way to one of these sites I was sitting at a stoplight surrounded by dilapidated buildings and 

grappling with the stark divide between where I live and where these people lived. A pedestrian crossed 

in front of my car as I sat at this stoplight - an old man, struggling with a cane, walking slowly in front of 

me, obviously disheveled and un-showered, perhaps hungry or even homeless. 

I started to weep right there in my car. I thought to myself, “I am working for the wrong people. I want 

to be working for him.” 

In the reading from Matthew today we hear that we must trust in God’s plan. The first step to that is 

being in prayer – we must be in conversation with our God in order to hear God calling us. Matthew also 

says we must pick up our cross. My cross is not the same as yours – they are all different sizes and 

different weights. They are designed specifically for each one of us. And in God’s time, we learn how to 

carry them and we are joyous that we have carried the burden.  

So I ask you again, what are you thirsty for? Is your cross heavy enough to make you thirsty?  

Jesus talked about feeding the hungry and clothing the naked, but why didn’t he say anything about the 

environment? Because it wasn’t the crisis of that time – leprosy and acute ailments were. But, today we 

suffer from chronic diseases like asthma from air pollution, obesity from cheap food full of refined 

sugars derived from corn, cancers – some of which are directly related to environmental toxins. I think if 

Jesus were here today, he’d add one more line to those instructions and it’d be – “protect the least 

among you from devastating environmental impacts, and you will have protected me.” 

As people of faith – we can be leaders in this conversation and catalyze a return to balance – on behalf 

of the least among us. We answer to something greater than “the bottom line.” We can push ourselves 

to act out of moral imperative rather than convenience. We can begin to see how protecting the 

environment is intertwined with caring for our brothers and sisters. And, once we connect the dots, it’s 

really hard to see it any other way. And, it’s hard not to act. I know at least one person who walked this 

earth and carried a cross out of love for others – and we are called to live in His likeness. 

So, let us get started with what we can actually change – our lives, our surroundings, our community. Let 

us trust that in God’s plan, these small changes will bear witness to our convictions and others will see 

this, be inspired by this, and will begin to think about their own lives, too. St. Luke’s – invite other 

congregations to come see what you’re doing here and why you are called to this work – and help them 

get started, too. Find out who else is in your “watershed community” – I can help you do that. Work 

together with others in your watershed community to affect change in your corner of the world.  

As Oscar de Romero said in that prayer, “We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the 

magnificent enterprise that is God’s work.”  



Let us not be overwhelmed with the magnificent work ahead of us. Let us remember as Matthew’s 

reading said today, to trust in God’s plan and the cross we are called to carry. Let us be reminded as in 

the Psalms today that it is okay to beg for mercy and plead for help. And let us never forget the lesson of 

the slave woman that water is life-giving and God’s gift to us – God’s gift to everyone even those 

banished to the dessert. Let us work together to bring about God’s Kingdom where there is clean water 

for all.  

Be thirsty for this magnificent enterprise that is God’s Kingdom. 

Thank you. 


