December 1, 2010

Dear Friends,
I am writing to thank you for your support
of Jubilee USA Network during this eventful
and successful year. With our network of 75
member organizations, 120 Congregations, four
staff, two fellows and 30,000 grassroots activists,
our issues resonated through the halls of
Congress and the White House despite a bitter,
partisan divide. I invite you to contribute to
Jubilee as we prepare for action in 2011.
We could not have made such progress in this
difficult political climate without your support
and action. Our faith in the Jubilee message,
our diverse and committed community,
and our knowledge that the universe bends
toward justice inspire us to continue in this
essential struggle.

Jubilee staff members take a stand for economic justice
in Washington, DC. Help us keep up the momentum by
making a donation today.

Due to our conviction and dedication, our movement celebrates over $100 billion in debt relief for the world’s poorest,
including debt relief for Haiti after the earthquake. We continue to make strides in pushing the Obama Administration
to lead the world in helping the most vulnerable and moving reforms at the IMF.
Let us work together to build on our successes in the coming year and truly impact the lives of the world’s poorest.
If you give even a dollar more to Jubilee than you did last year, your entire donation will be matched by an
anonymous donor.
As we move forward into 2011, Jubilee will continue to mobilize our partner organizations and grassroots supporters
to be heard in the halls of Congress, the White House and at the IMF and World Bank. Please make a donation today
to support our 2011 efforts and help us reach our $15,000 matching grant.
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In strategizing for our work next year, we took into account November’s elections and will continue to use our
grassroots power to build bipartisan support. Starting in January, all of the new
Members of Congress will hear about Jubilee and we are hiring an organizer to be
on the ground in key Congressional districts.

2011

JOIN THE
MOVEMENT

This spring, in collaboration with four prominent Jewish
organizations, we will organize a nationwide Jubilee Shabbat.
We are also excited to announce that we are organizing a
thousand local, regional and national faith leaders to sign a
letter to President Obama with our Jubilee message.

Together, we will create a more just global economy.
As more countries fall back into cycle of debt that impoverishes and demoralizes, we will advocate for solutions that
end debt crises for good and build a financial system with and for the most vulnerable. Will you join me today and
give $25, $50, $150, $250, or $500 to help us put the pieces into place?
Thank you for all of your continued support, and may peace and joy be with you in the holiday season and New Year.
In Solidarity,
Eric LeCompte
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Young Haitian girl.
Photo courtesy of
the United Nations/
Logan Bossi.
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WINNING JUBILEE FOR HAITI
(see back page)

ACHIEVING THE MDGS

3,000 Jubilee activists and 41 Jubilee Congregations
organized more than 100 Stand Up, Take Action even
across the country in support of real commitments
to alleviate extreme poverty and the Millennium
Development Goals.

Jubilee organized a bi-partisan sign-on letter from 48
Members of Congress urging President Obama to expan
debt cancellation without harmful conditions and to
develop a system of responsible finance.
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Responding quickly to the plight of Pakistan’s
catastrophic floods, Jubilee delivered 140,000
petitions, with ONE and Avaaz to Treasury
calling for a moratorium on Pakistan’s debt.

Long-time activist and former Board member
Pat Rumer documented the harsh impacts of
neoliberal economics and the success of debt relief
in Zambia on a month-long trip to Zambia.
Kenyan debt relief advocate Wahu Kaara
brought the Jubilee message to thousands of faith
leaders, students, and activists in four politically
strategic states on April’s Regional Speaking Tour.

HOLDING THE G20 AC

Jubilee’s report, Making the Grade? Th
Commitments to the World’s Poorest
did not live up to their meager commit
in June, and pushed the White House t
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DECEMBER

LINKING OUR VOICES WITH
THE GOBAL SOUTH

Pat Rumer & Phoebe
Moono outside of
Jubilee Zambia.
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MOVING THE WHITE
HOUSE TO ACTION

JUBILEE MAKING THE NEWS

This year Jubilee’s work appeared in dozens of local,
national and international outlets such as: CNN,
MSNBC, AP, Reuters, Fox News, ABC, The Washington
Post and Congressional Quarterly.

Through high-level meetings with Treasury,
State Department officials, such as Treasury
Undersecretary Lael Brainard, and the White
House and strategic grassroots action, Jubilee
and its prominent faith and human rights
partners won debt relief for Haiti and pushed
President Obama to call on the rich world to
keep their commitments to countries in need
during his September speech to the United
Nations.

REACHING ACROSS THE AISLE
The Jubilee Act for Responsible Lending and
Expanded Debt Cancellation (HR4405), gained 54 cosponsors, including a record number of Republicans,
thanks to Jubilee activists’ 10,000 postcards and
coast-to-coast in-district meetings.

CCOUNTABLE

he Group of 20’s
found that G20 countries
tments when they met
to action.
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TAKING IT
BACK TO THE STREETS
Carrying five football field lengths of colorful
paper chains signed by Jubilee grassroots
supporters, hundreds of protesters encircled
the World Bank and IMF and marched to the
White House this October to demand that our
leaders break the chains of debt and improve
lending practices. Dozens of press outlets,
including AP, AFP, Reuters and TV news stations
ABC, NBC, and Fox, covered our delivery when we
draped chains on the White House fence.
This energizing grassroots action was coupled
with a standing-room only Congressional
briefing on the release of our latest policy report,
Unmasking the IMF. The report, which garnered
attention from U.S. Treasury, revealed the ongoing
need to reform IMF lending practices that impede
economic recovery and long-term development
in impoverished countries.

BUILDING GRASSROOTS
POWER
Jubilee helped coordinate 800 faith-based leaders
at the annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days in
March with the help of international partners
from Nicaragua and Kenya on key issues of global
economic justice; the leaders then took the stories
to 192 Members of Congress.
In June, Jubilee was one of the lead organizers
for the 2010 United States Social Forum in
Detroit, Michigan where 15,000 activists listened
to Jubilee South Asia Debt and Development’s Lidy
Nacpil connect the domestic and international
debt crises.
Jubilee formed three new grassroots chapters:
Jubilee Massachusetts, Jubilee Oklahoma, and
Jubilee Indiana.
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Chains hang outside of
White House. Photo by
Pablo Benavente.

SPOTLIGHT ON HAITI

Changing the IMF’s Business As Usual
In the wake of Haiti’s devastating January 12,
2010 earthquake, Jubilee led an international
movement to cancel the country’s $1.2 billion of
debt accrued since 2005.
Within days of the catastrophe, Jubilee facilitated
letters signed by organizations representing 30
million Americans and 94 Members of Congress to
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner. ONE, Oxfam
and Avaaz joined us to deliver a worldwide petition
with 400,000 signatures.
In response to these messages and calls from
Jubilee grassroots activists and partners, Congress
passed the Haiti Debt Relief and Earthquake
Recovery Act in record time. Jubilee USA
Deputy Director, Melinda St. Louis, testified in a
Congressional hearing in support of Haiti debt
relief and former Executive Director Neil Watkins
appeared on the Rachel Maddow Show to discuss
the issue.
In early February, U.S. Treasury Secretary Geithner
announced that he would work with global leaders
to fulfill our demands: full debt cancellation
for Haiti and recovery assistance in the form
of grants, not loans. Soon after, the Group of 7
Finance Ministers agreed to support our call for
multilateral debt cancellation for Haiti.

Jubilee continues to work for
economic justice for the people of
Haiti. Help us in the struggle. Photo
courtesy of the British Red Cross.

When the International Monetary Fund announced
a new $100 million loan for Haiti, our protests
resulted in a precedent-setting promise to use
internal IMF resources to cancel the loan. This led to another breakthrough when the IMF announced the creation of
a new fund which can be used to cancel IMF debts to poor countries after a catastrophic shock. The World Bank and
Inter-American Development Bank also cancelled Haiti’s debts. During the signing ceremony where Haiti’s debt was
officially written off, U.S.Treasury Under Secretary Brainard personally thanked Jubilee USA for leading the effort to
cancel Haiti’s debt.
We continue to work to make sure that this piece of Haiti’s long and difficult recovery is fair and just. For
centuries, Haiti’s debt burden has been much too heavy to bear. Now, the small country can begin to take control of
its resources and use them for earthquake recovery and helping the millions of impoverished citizens that continue to
suffer at a horrifying rate. This holiday season, let us keep the people of Haiti in our prayers - and in our actions.

JUBILEE USA NETWORK
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