
RACHEL RESPONDS TO AUTUMN STATEMENT  

MORE NEWS VIA Web: www.rachelreeves.net Twitter: @rachelreevesmp 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rachelreeves10 

CHRISTMAS CARD DESIGN COMPETITION  

WINNERS REVEALED  

 

http://www.mumsnet.com/bloggers/guest-blogs/rachel-reeve
http://www.leftfootforward.org/2012/12/rachel-reeves-george-osborne-autumn-statement-2012/
http://www.leftfootforward.org/2012/12/rachel-reeves-george-osborne-autumn-statement-2012/
http://www.rachelreeves.net
http://www.twitter.com/rachelreevesmp
http://www.facebook.com/rachelreeves10


DAN JARVIS MP AT LEEDS WEST 

LABOUR CHRISTMAS DINNER 

SUPPORTING LOCAL FOOD 

BANKS THIS CHRISTMAS 

RACHEL VISITS UNDER THREAT CHILDRENS HEART UNIT 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 

YEAR FROM RACHEL AND ALL THE TEAM  

http://www.chsf.org.uk/
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Appendix 1: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, Saturday 15th December 2012  
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Appendix 2: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, Monday 26th November 2012  
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Appendix 3: From the Yorkshire Post, Monday 17th December 2012 

MP calls in to show support for threatened 

heart unit  

 

Published on Monday 17 December 2012 06:00  

A LEEDS MP visited the city’s under-threat children’s heart surgery unit to show her support 

for the campaign to keep it open. 

Rachel Reeves met staff and campaigners at the Leeds General Infirmary ward. 

The pregnant Leeds West MP also met patients, including tiny 25-day old Benjamin Doyle, 

from Huddersfield. 

Ms Reeves, who has previously lobbied the Government about the proposed closure of the 

unit, said: “I feel strongly about the Save Our Surgery campaign and will do everything I can 

to offer my continued support. 

“The unit here offers unrivalled co-located care in the North which means all the services a 

child may need are on one single site.  

“The children’s heart ward is an inspiring place full of hope and strength.” 

NHS bosses decided in July that the unit should stop carrying out children’s heart surgery as 

part of a national shake-up. 

That sparked outrage among families and campaigners, and more recently doctors who say it 

would put the lives of sick children at risk if they had to travel to a unit in Newcastle. 

In October Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt ordered a review of the decision after concerns 

were raised by councillors. 

Earlier this week members of the Independent Reconfiguration Panel visited LGI to find out 

about the care offered at the unit. Their recommendations are expected in March. 

Meanwhile Leeds campaign group Save Our Surgery is also preparing for a judicial review 

challenging the decision, which is due to be heard in February. 

Sharon Cheng, of Save Our Surgery, said: “Taking the legal route to achieve this has always 

been our least preferred course of action because of the associated costs to both sides.  

“However, with all other options exhausted, and the Department of Health asking that we 

continue our legal action, it’s now critical that we continue to raise the funds required to 

complete the proceedings.”  

 

http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/around-yorkshire/local-stories/mp-calls-in-to-show-support-for-threatened-heart-unit-1-5231238
http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/around-yorkshire/local-stories/mp-calls-in-to-show-support-for-threatened-heart-unit-1-5231238
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Appendix 4: From the Yorkshire Post, 
Wednesday 5th December 2012 

My three tests 

for George 

Osborne as road 

to recovery gets 

longer and 

longer 


