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Appendix 1: From The Sun, 14th August 2012  

Appendix 2: From the Yorkshire Evening Post,                     Appendix 3: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, 
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Appendix 6: 

From The 

Yorkshire 

Evening Post, 

Tuesday 21st 

August 2012 

 

Appendix 4: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, Friday 21st August 2012 
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Appendix 7: From the 

Yorkshire Post, 

Wednesday 22nd August 
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Appendix 8: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, 

Friday 10th August 2012  
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Appendix 9: From Red Magazine, September 2012 Issue 
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Appendix 10: From The Mirror, Saturday 25th August 2012  

£7m down the drain: NHS reforms bring a bonanza for 
management consultants  

 
The lavish spending comes as other parts of the NHS are forced to ration services and cut 

posts 

 

ANDREW Lansley’s health reforms are costing the NHS millions of pounds in extra 

management and consultancy fees. 

 

Figures obtained by the Daily Mirror show a health service watchdog has spent over £7million 

in 12 months on management consultants, temporary staff and legal fees. 

 

The lavish spending comes as other parts of the NHS are forced to ration services and cut 

posts because of the cash squeeze. 

 

More than 4,000 nursing posts have been lost, waiting times for some operations have risen 

and dozens of maternity units face closure. 

 

The Monitor watchdog, set up in 2004 to check on NHS Trusts, has been given the extra job 

under Lansley of making sure the health service is “economic, efficient and effective”. 

 

But the figures show it has spent £5.1million since June 2011 on consultants and nearly 

£1.5million on temporary staff as it prepares for the extra work.  

 

In total the watchdog has forked out £7,418,491 on “transition costs” caused by the Health 

Secretary’s upheaval. 

 

Shadow Treasury Secretary Rachel Reeves said: “Government claims about cutting wasteful 

spending ring hollow when they are spending millions on management consultants to 

implement their unpopular and unnecessary changes to the NHS.” 

 

Shadow Health Secretary Andy Burnham added: “David Cameron has his priorities all wrong 

and will pay a heavy price for his broken NHS promises.” 

 

Health Minister Simon Burns said: “Any short-term costs are dwarfed by the £5.5billion we 

will save over the course of this Parliament.” 
 

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/nhs-reforms-bring-7m-bonanza-1278617  

 

 

 

 

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/nhs-reforms-bring-7m-bonanza-1278617
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Appendix 11: From the Daily Mail, Sunday 26th August 2012  

Slashing the public sector? It's a myth: Osborne's made 

only 6% of his promised cuts, warns think-tank 
By Kirsty Walker 

PUBLISHED: 23:30, 26 August 2012 | UPDATED: 09:07, 27 August 2012  

 

George Osborne’s claims that he is slashing public spending are exposed as a myth today. 

The Chancellor has made just a fraction of his promised cuts to the bloated state sector, says a 

hard-hitting report. 

It also warns that Mr Osborne will fail to hit his target of eliminating the structural deficit within 

five years. 

 

Spending cuts a myth? A study by the Centre for Policy Studies found that current public 

spending has gone down by just 0.2 per cent as opposed to the 3.4 per cent promised over the 

entire Parliament by Mr Osborne 

Despite repeated Government claims to be cutting public expenditure, the study by the Centre for 

Policy Studies found that the Coalition has made just 6 per cent of its planned cuts to current 

expenditure for this Parliament. 

The report by the centre-right think tank also revealed that although the overall deficit has 

dropped by 25 per cent, this was almost entirely down to punitive tax rises and cuts in investment 

spending – rather than cuts to public spending. 

The findings will increase the pressure on the Chancellor just days after dire borrowing figures 

showed the country has plunged deeper into the red. They are also likely to anger hard-working 

families hit with rocketing taxes. 

‘We are constantly being told by the BBC and the Labour Party that the Government is cutting 

spending too hard and too fast,’ said Tory MP Philip Davies. ‘But the Government hasn’t cut a 

penny and is spending more than the last Labour Government. It is time to dispel this complete 

myth.  

Mr Davies, who has served on the Culture, Media and Sports Select Committee since 2006 and is 

also a member of the new Backbench Business Committee, added: ‘We need to cut spending to 

get the economy growing and the whole country knows it. It is time we all woke up to the 

reality.’ 

In 2010, the Coalition promised that the main burden of deficit reduction would be ‘borne by 

reduced spending rather than increased taxes’. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Kirsty+Walker
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But the report found that current public spending has gone down by just 0.2 per cent of GDP as 

opposed to the 3.4 per cent promised over the entire Parliament by Mr Osborne. 

 

Under pressure: A Mail on Sunday survey found that 43 per cent of voters want David Cameron 

to sack the Chancellor  

In cash terms, public expenditure has actually increased from £602billion in 2009-10 to 

£647.3billion and public sector debt is forecast to increase from £760billion in 2009-10 to £1,365 

billion by 2014-15. 

The report said: ‘Given that current government expenditure has continued to rise in real terms , it 

means that any overall real terms spending cuts have come from cutting capital budgets. 

‘It also means that any closure of the current deficit so far has come through tax rises. The risk in 

the future is that the fiscal situation will only get worse. Few of the cuts that are intended have yet 

been made, while recent growth and borrowing figures have been worse than forecast in the 2012 

Budget.’ 

The Chancellor has so far resisted calls to draw up a Plan B for the economy, but senior civil 

servants say the Government is working on ‘Plan C’ to prevent a multi-billion-pound black hole 

opening in the public finances. Official figures last week showed the Government borrowed 

£557million last month alone as a dramatic slump in tax receipts and a surge in spending on 

benefits punctured the Chancellor’s economic plans. 

The CPS report also warned that the majority of people are confused about what the Government 

is doing to help the economy. The findings will add to doubts about Mr Osborne’s ability to lead 

the country out of recession. 

A survey for the Mail on Sunday yesterday revealed that 43 per cent of voters want David 

Cameron to sack the Chancellor in the forthcoming Cabinet reshuffle. 

Former Tory leader Lord Howard urged the Coalition to ‘hold its nerve’.   

He told BBC Radio 4’s World at One: ‘Although the global economy is in considerable 

difficulty…I think we are relatively well placed if we hold our nerve, to take advantage of any 

upturn in the global economy when that comes.’ 

Hague’s Foreign Office lavishes £48,000 on dinners and parties 

The Foreign Office has wasted tens of thousands of pounds on entertainment, including 

restocking wine cellars and holding cocktail parties. 

Official accounts show the department, headed by Foreign Secretary William Hague, blew 

£48,157.37 on dinners, parties and drink receptions between September 2011 and March. 
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Thousands of pounds were spent buying two marquees for official functions, and £1,422 on 

installing ‘energy efficient pool covers and an automatic cleaner’, for ‘health and safety’ reasons.  

 

Splashing out: Robert Alexander, head of the Government wine cellar. The Foreign Office spent 

£4,003.20 on wine for the collection 

More than £4,000 was spent on official tableware, almost £600 was paid to a seamstress to alter 

clothes, while £850 went on sports equipment. 

Around £2,500 went on a digital camera and a lens. The explanation says it can take ‘both stills 

and video’, and is ‘used to contribute to achieving FCO objectives’. 

More than £6,000 was spent on official travel expenses to Australia, and thousands of pounds 

went on restaurant bills – including almost £1,400 at  ‘fast food restaurants’.  

At the same time, more than £10,000 was racked up on  wine and other alcohol alone, including 

£4,000 on ‘beer, wine and liquor’ in just October. 

A further £4,003.20 was spent on the ‘purchase of wine for the Government wine cellar’. 

In total, the Foreign Office spent £817,779.40 on hotels, £2.78million on airlines, £2.35million on 

travel agencies and £141,689 on car hire.  

Rachel Reeves, Labour’s Treasury spokesman, said last night: ‘William Hague’s Foreign Office 

are racking up lengthy bills  on official functions, food and wine at the time families are 

struggling to make ends meet. 

‘Spending thousands at restaurants, on social clubs and re-stocking wine cellars is the tip of the 

iceberg, with thousands a month on “entertainment”. 

‘The Foreign Secretary needs to get a grip of what is being spent in his department and root out 

Government waste.’  

Matthew Sinclair, of the TaxPayers’ Alliance, said: ‘It’s  disgraceful that civil servants continue 

to blow taxpayers’ cash like this. It means that hard work done elsewhere to cut back is 

completely wasted. 

‘Hard-pressed families will be rightly furious that they’re  picking up the tab for expensive drinks 

bills and long-haul flights while they’re tightening their belts at home.’ 

A spokesman for the Foreign Office said: ‘Foreign travel and hosting foreign dignitaries is an 

essential part of the FCO’s work to promote UK interests.’ 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2194016/Slashing-public-sector-Its-myth-Osbornes-6-promised-cuts-

warns-think-tank.html#ixzz257DeKfqM 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2194016/Slashing-public-sector-Its-myth-Osbornes-6-promised-cuts-warns-think-tank.html#ixzz257DeKfqM
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2194016/Slashing-public-sector-Its-myth-Osbornes-6-promised-cuts-warns-think-tank.html#ixzz257DeKfqM

