
ANGER AND UPSET OVER  
CHILDREN’S HEART UNIT DECISION 

The Review into Children’s Heart surgeries 
across the country announced its results in 
July. As part of that decision, the Children’s 
Heart Unit in Leeds is set to close.  
 
Rachel, who has visited the unit, been 
involved in the campaign and lobbied the 
government about the future of children’s 
heart unit, expressed her concern with the 
decision:  

 
"This is a desperately disappointing decision, 
and one which will anger and upset many 
parents of children with heart problems 
a c r o s s  Y o r k s h i r e . 
 
"There remain serious doubts over whether 
enough patients from our region would travel 
to Newcastle. 
I am not convinced that those doubts have 
been adequately answered - I've said 
already that I am committed to continuing to 
help the Leeds campaigners, and I will now 
seek to assist them in considering options for 
an appeal." 
 
On 23rd July Rachel joined thousands of 
campaigners for a demonstration at 
Millennium Square followed by a peaceful 
march through Leeds City Centre where 
campaigners sang their message, ‘We shall 
not be moved’.  
 
You can follow the campaign on Twitter 
@SaveOurSurgery and @CHSurgeryFund 
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RACHEL LAUNCHES HIGH RISE FLATS INVESTIGATION 

Rachel Reeves MP  
Monthly Report 

Rachel has launched a new survey at  
conditions in high rise flats across Leeds 
West.  
 
Rachel said:  
 
“I’ve noticed a sharp increase in  
constituents contacting my office and  
coming to my surgeries to discuss poor con-
ditions in the tower block. I feel  
something needs to be done to ensure that 

people living in and around these flats can 
raise their concerns effectively.” 
 
Rachel will visit towers throughout the sum-
mer to consult with residents, and  
present the findings to West North West 
Homes.  
 
The survey can be found online at: http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/3zgkb33  

MORE NEWS VIA Web: www.rachelreeves.net Twitter: @rachelreevesmp 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/rachelreeves10 

Rachel and fellow campaigners  
assemble at Millennium Square on  
Monday 23rd July. 

BUS  
QUALITY  
CONTRACTS 
SCHEME  
APPROVED 
Rachel expressed her 
delight following the 
decision to approve a 
Bus Quality Contracts 
Scheme on 26th June. 
 
The Scheme is  
heralded as the best 
way to provide  
significant benefits for 
bus users including  
integrated ticketing, 
higher service  
standards, a more  
stable network and  
pricing structure and 
more local  
accountability for 
 service standards. 



Rachel was delighted to welcome Liz 
Kendall MP, Shadow Minister for Care 
& Older People, to Leeds West for a 
series of visits to  highlight great work 
being done with older people and 
adults that need extra care. 

A highlight of the day was visiting 
Bramley Elderly Action where Liz 
Kendall was very interested to hear 
about the great range of    activities 
provided, from lunch clubs to          
reminiscence sessions with local 
school children and Tai Chi classes. 

Rachel and Liz, along with Councillor 
Lucinda Yeadon, also visited Leeds 
Centre for Integrated Living, in       
Armley. This organisation helps peo-

ple with disabilities and older people    
manage adult social care Personal 
Budgets. They found out about how it 
can be a real benefit for people with 
care needs to be able to have control 
of their money. For many people the     
support of the centre was vital in   
enabling them to employ their own 
Personal Care  Assistants. 
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UPCOMING  CAMPAIGNING  
Saturday 28th July, 10:30am. Meet 
at Rachel’s office building,  
Armley Park Court, Stanningley 
Road, LS12 2AE.  
 
Hope to see you there!  

Rachel at Kirkstall Festival with  
Kirkstall Councillors, John Illingworth 
Lucinda Yeadon and Bernard Atha. 
Thanks to all those who volunteered 
to set-up and man Labour Party stalls.  

In the Bramley Elderly Action tent at 
Bramley Carnival with Bramley  
Councillors Caroline Gruen and Ted 
Hanley. Rachel addressed the  
carnival from the main stage to  
welcome the crowd and thank  
organisers.  

The campaign to reduce the number 
of lap dancing establishments in 
Leeds is still ongoing. You can read 
more about the campaign on Ra-
chel’s website at http://
www.rachelreeves.net and sign the 
petition at http://www.gopetition.com/
petitions/limits-on-leeds-lap-dancing-
venues.html 

Rachel presented new analysis at the 
end of June to the Resolution        
Foundation, showing that the real   
disposable income of the average UK 
household is expected to be £1,700 
lower in 2015 than forecast in 2010 – 
before the chancellor’s austerity 
measures had hit confidence,           
employment and earnings. 

Even these figures are based on the 
Office of Budget Responsibility’s 
(OBR) March forecasts, released      

before we knew the economy was in a 
double-dip recession. More worry-
ingly, the longer this goes on, the 
more     difficult it will be to turn the 
situation around. 

She argued that there is much more 
that an active Government could be 
doing to get our economy moving 
again, but the longer it is left to      lan-
guish in its current weakened state, 
the harder that job will be. 

RESOLUTION FOUNDATION SPEECH 

On national Action Mesothelioma Day, 
it was announced that Rachel has     
become patron of the June Hancock 
Mesothelioma Research Fund. 
 
Rachel said: 
 
“I am proud and honoured to have 
been invited to become Patron of the 
June Hancock Mesothelioma Research 
Fund.                                                           
 
The Fund is crucial in the battle against 

the devastating effects of              
mesothelioma, often contracted in the 
workplace. June Hancock fought 
against the terrible legacy of the JW 
Roberts factory in Armley, and paved 
the way for many others to fight against 
this awful disease. 
 
The fight for the government to take 
asbestosis victims seriously is not over, 
and the work to support those          
suffering from asbestosis, pleural 
plaques and mesothelioma mustn’t 

SHADOW MINISTER FOR CARE & OLDER 
PEOPLE VISITS LEEDS WEST 

CAMPAIGN TO REDUCE LEEDS 
LAP DANCE VENUES CONTINUES 

JUNE  HANCOCK MESOTHELIOMA RESEARCH  
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Appendix 1: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, Wednesday 11th July 2012  
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Appendix 2: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, 

Wednesday 4th July 2012  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 3: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, 

Monday 2nd July 2012  
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Appendix 4: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, Tuesday 24th July 2012  

 

 
 

Appendix 5: From the Yorkshire Evening Post, Wednesday 18th July 2012  

 


