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Appendices 

Appendix 1: From Labour List, Tuesday 14
th

 March 2014 

 

 A Labour government would give young people who have been cast aside by the Tory-led 

Government the chance to find work through a Compulsory Jobs Guarantee. 

 

The chance to work 

Last Wednesday I met four incredible young people. Bright, ambitious yet out of work. Like 

many young people across the country they had found it hard to get a job, applying for 

hundreds of positions, in some cases without getting a single interview. 

 

For generations in Britain, when the economy grew, most people got better off but that's not 

true anymore. Especially for young people. 

 

Under David Cameron's Government, long term youth unemployment has doubled costing 

taxpayers £350 million a year. 

 

A Labour government would give young people who have been cast aside by the Tory-led 

Government the chance to find work through a Compulsory Jobs Guarantee. 

 

The Compulsory Jobs Guarantee would mean every young person out of work for more than 

12 months will be given a paid starter job. This is work they will have to take up or lose 

benefits. A Labour government will work with employers to help fund paid work with 

training for six months. It will mean jobs for over 50,000 young people who have been left on 

the dole for over a year by David Cameron. It will also apply to adults aged 25 or over who 

have been out of work for two years or more.  

 

Our jobs guarantee will be funded for the duration of the next Parliament by taxing bank 

bonuses and restricting pensions tax relief for people earning over £150,000. Everyone 

deserves to benefit from the economic recovery; that's why we're committed to securing jobs 

for our young people. Labour believes in changing Britain for the better and that's what our 

Compulsory Jobs Guarantee will do. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.labour.org.uk/the-chance-to-work
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Appendix 2: From Labour List, Wednesday 26
th

 February 2014 

Under David Cameron’s government child poverty is rising not falling. And the 

government’s failure to tackle child poverty leads to kids freezing in the winter because they 

don’t have a coat or arriving at school hungry because they haven’t eaten breakfast. 

Cameron is too busy trying to redefine child 

poverty to tackle it 

Under the Tory-led government child poverty is set to rise, not fall. More children are going 

without the daily essentials that most take for granted. Yet ministers seem more interested in 

changing the way poverty is defined rather than doing anything to help people get on in life. 

It’s a typical response of an out-of-touch government which cuts taxes for millionaires while 

hitting families on low incomes hard, including the Bedroom Tax, and doing nothing to 

tackle low pay and exploitation. 

The extent of the government’s failure on child poverty is astonishing: 

1. Child poverty is set to rise by 400,000 between 2011-12 and 2015-16 and 900,000 by 

2020 according to the Institute for Fiscal Studies 

2. One third of the half a million people helped in the last nine months of 2013 at food banks 

run by the Trussell Trust were children 

3. The government’s decision to cut tax credits and benefits in real terms is set to push 

200,000 children into poverty 

4. Record numbers of children in poverty are now in working households 

It is clear children are bearing the brunt of this government’s divisive policies. If David 

Cameron was serious about cutting child poverty he would scrap the Bedroom Tax, introduce 

a Compulsory Jobs Guarantee, strengthen the Minimum Wage, provide incentives to 

employers to pay the Living Wage and extend free childcare provision. 

The Bedroom Tax has pushed thousands of families into spiralling debt and has been a major 

driver in the increasing numbers of people who are being forced to rely on food banks. More 

than half a million have been hit by the Tories’ tax on bedrooms, two-thirds of whom are 

disabled. The government should ditch the Bedroom Tax; if they don’t then a Labour 

government will. 

http://labourlist.org/2014/02/cameron-is-too-busy-trying-to-redefine-child-poverty-to-tackle-it/
http://labourlist.org/2014/02/cameron-is-too-busy-trying-to-redefine-child-poverty-to-tackle-it/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-26318963
http://www.ifs.org.uk/bns/bn144.pdf
http://www.trusselltrust.org/resources/documents/Press/TrussellTrustFoodbanksMay2013Small.pdf
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The Tories have failed to tackle long-term unemployment. The number of young people who 

are long-term unemployed has doubled under David Cameron. The government should 

introduce a Compulsory Jobs Guarantee to get the long-term unemployed off benefits and 

into work. This would ensure real paid work for young people unemployed for a year and all 

adults unemployed for two years – work they would have to take or lose their benefits. The 

Compulsory Jobs Guarantee would be funded by a repeat of the bank bonus tax and 

restricting pension tax relief for the wealthiest. 

Labour would address the issue of low pay by strengthening the minimum wage, 

incentivising employers to pay a living wage and cracking down on the abuse of zero-hours 

contracts. 

David Cameron’s childcare crunch is exacerbating the cost-of-living crisis faced by working 

families and shutting too many mums out of the job market. Helping more women into work 

or to work the hours they want is good for families, children, and the economy, and helps us 

control the costs of social security by helping more families earn enough to live on. Labour 

will help all working parents by extending free childcare provision, for three and four-year-

olds with parents in work, from 15 to 25 hours. 

And a Labour government will take action to tackle the cost-of-living crisis by freezing 

energy prices, saving the average household £120 a year. 

Government policies are deepening the cost-of-living crisis faced by hard-pressed families. 

Child poverty is set to rise by 400,000 by May 2015. Changing the way poverty is defined 

won’t cover up the failure of David Cameron’s government to tackle child poverty and ensure 

fewer kids arrive at school hungry and cold. 
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Appendix 3: From The Telegraph, Saturday 8
th

  February 2014 

Rachel Reeves has vowed to crack down on the 'broken' pensions system which sees savers 

missing out on more than £1 billion each year because of poor annuity deals and rip-off fees. 

Labour will crackdown on broken pensions 

system 

 If it was revealed that £1 billion of taxpayers money was going missing out of the state 

pension system every year, the scandal would rock the government. 

Yet every year hundreds of thousands of ordinary savers are being short-changed to the tune 

of a billion pounds because of a private pensions system that is rigged against them while this 

government refuses to act. 

After a lifetime of work, hundreds of thousands of people a year convert their hard-earned 

private pension pot into a guaranteed retirement income in the form of an annuity. Yet far too 

many people are seeing their savings diminishing as they retire because of the broken 

pensions market. 

The annuities market is complex, confusing and uncompetitive. This suits the pensions 

industry at the expense of savers, who are confronted with an overwhelming array of 

products and offers to choose from. The complexity of the market leads to at least half of 

those buying an annuity taking up an offer from their existing pensions provider, without 

being told what other deals are available to them. 

The result is an astonishing £1 billion lost every year by savers who are missing out on the 

best annuity deal. 

A Labour Government would fix the broken pensions market to help people approaching 

retirement secure a decent income in return for their hard earned savings. 

We would introduce a requirement for all savers to be referred to an independent broker to 

make sure they get the best deal when they turn their pension savings into retirement income. 

With the help of an independent broker, the average saver could be £400 a year better off. 

Labour will also crack down on rip-off pension fees and charges. The government's own 

figures show savers could be losing £230,000 from their lifetime savings through excessive 

fees and charges. Yet after promising a "full frontal assault" on charges, the government has 

kicked the issue into the long grass. A Labour government would introduce 'a fair cap of at 

least 0.75% to end the rip off fees and charges enabling people to keep more of their hard-

earned savings. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/labour/10625326/Rachel-Reeves-Labour-will-crackdown-on-broken-pensions-system.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/labour/10625326/Rachel-Reeves-Labour-will-crackdown-on-broken-pensions-system.html
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The broken pensions market is a clear example of how the cost-of-living crisis is affecting 

middle-income households, as well as the poorest. Things are getting tougher for millions of 

middle-class families who never dreamt that life would be such a struggle. Their worries 

about whether they will have enough to retire on, as well helping their children get onto the 

housing ladder, are part of what now risks undermining our confidence as a country. 

David Cameron's refusal to intervene in the pensions market is a slap in the face to people 

who work hard, save, always do right thing and ask little from government. One Nation 

Labour will fight their corner, bringing in reforms to tackle powerful vested interests in 

energy, banking and pensions to help consumers get the best deal. 

We believe if you work hard and save for a pension you deserve a decent income in 

retirement. If David Cameron won't tackle the scandal of the missing £1billion in private 

pension savings, then a Labour government will. 

 

 


