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Appendix 1: Yorkshire Evening Post, Tuesday 20th August 2013 

Leeds food bank closes doors after running out of 

storage space 

 

HELPING HANDS: Michael Jones, shop supervisor at St Georges Crypt Shop, talks to Lord Mayor of 

Leeds Coun Ann Castle. 

 by Aisha Iqbal 

A charity shop which housed a Leeds food bank has been so inundated with demand from struggling 

families that it has had to close its doors. 

The Leeds West Food Bank, based at the St George’s Crypt Shop in Armley, was temporarily suspended 

after the shop ran out of space to store the sheer amounts of food needed. 

The facility opened just a few months ago, handing out a tonne of food in a couple of months. 

However supporters say space is needed to hold four to six tonnes of food - about 200 to 300 square feet.  

Needy families in the west Leeds area are now being referred to Armley’s St Bartholomew’s Church, where 

emergency food will be handed out until a new permanent space for the food bank can be found. 

Supporters of the scheme have today put out a plea for any individual or business with spare office and shop 

space to help. 

Chris Fields, chief executive of St George’s Crypt, explained the charity had offered the space to “kickstart” 

the food bank project, but the continuing surge in demand had “outstripped” its resources. He said organisers 

are “absolutely desperate for space to store [the food] and [also need] a raft of volunteers”. 

He added: “I expected it to be busy but did not expect it to take off as well as it did. A lot of food poverty 

and deprivation is hidden. It’s only when the service becomes available that you see the extent of need.” 

The Citizens’ Advice Bureau has revealed this week that demand for help from food banks has soared 78 per 

cent in the past six months. The Child Poverty Action Group has also published new research revealing 

cash-strapped families are now struggling to provide for their children’s most basic needs. Two parents 
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working full time on the minimum wage of £12,800 a year, for example, need an extra £42 a week to cover 

the typical cost of raising a child. A family on benefits have less than 60 per cent of the cash they need for 

basic living. 

Leeds West MP Rachel Reeves is currently supporting the Leeds West Food Bank project manager Lucy 

Pitkin to try to find a bigger, permanent home for the facility. And Jamie Hanley, who is hoping to be 

selected as a Labour parliamentary candidate for Pudsey, is also putting out an appeal. 

He said: “The main help they need right now is in finding a suitable food store and office. The premises 

would initially need to be free. It’s shocking in a country and community of our means that people have to 

rely on food aid – but this is the reality faced by many.” 

If you can help, email: lucypitkin@leedswest.foodbank.org.uk 

 

LEEDS FOOD BANK FACTS  

The Leeds Food Bank scheme now has four ‘branches’ across the city. It operates as part of the Trussell 

Trust Food Bank network. 

The food bank collects donated food from supermarkets, churches and the public, and distributes it as short-

term emergency provision to those in crisis, via a voucher system. Food vouchers are allocated to frontline 

support agencies who identify those in need.  

More than 500,000 Britons have resorted to using food banks this year. The numbers have trebled on the 

previous year. 

 

View online at: http://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/latest-news/top-stories/leeds-food-bank-closes-doors-

after-running-out-of-storage-space-1-5967807  
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Appendix 2: The Independent, Sunday 1st September 2013  

Hard-pressed parents may swing the election  

Even families who were doing quite well are struggling with 
higher costs and tax 

Rachel Reeves  

 

 

 

This week, I return to Parliament from maternity leave. For six months, I have been out of the 
Westminster bubble. I've escaped the routine of days that start with Today and end with Paxman 
on Newsnight, and spent time with my daughter and with other new parents. 

The conversation often turned from sleepless nights to the cost of raising a family and how to 
balance work and home life. While I am fortunate, with a job that pays well and a strong family 
and support network, for too many people this is a tough time to start a family. Wages are down an 
average of £1,500 a year since Cameron, Clegg and Osborne entered government. After three 
wasted years of a flatlining economy, we are finally seeing signs of growth. But this recovery 
doesn't seem to be working for many families. Because of childcare, job scarcity or rising prices, 
many are feeling squeezed. 

One friend has just had her second child. Returning to work after her first was just about 
financially viable. Now, with two pre-school children and no relatives nearby to help, the cost of 
sending two children to nursery means that she would be out of pocket. She simply can't afford to 
go out to work. 

Another mum, in her mid-thirties with a one-year-old, has worked since leaving school at 18. But 
as a single parent she struggled financially, and has had to move back in with her parents. She 
can't go back to her former job, managing teams of people, because she couldn't get appropriate 
childcare. An experienced employee, she is now looking for lower-paid, low-skilled jobs to fit 
around her family commitments. 

These parents were excited and proud to be raising a family. But each was anxious about the 
future. None of them felt the Government understood their concerns. 

Under the coalition, women's unemployment has increased by 120,000 and women account for 
three-quarters of the rise in long-term unemployment. Britain's employment rate of women with 
children is much lower than other countries such as Sweden and Denmark, where there is 
affordable, high-quality childcare. The Women's Business Council has found that 2.4 million 
women who want to work outside the home have no job; a further 1.3 million women want to work 
more hours. 

Too many women are not able to make the choices that are right for them and their families. Our 
nation is not making the most of women who want to work, and many mums are being forced out 
of the workplace entirely. The Labour leadership's plans will help build an economy where 
everyone plays their part, including the many women who want to earn. That's why enabling 
affordable, accessible, high-quality childcare will be a priority for the next Labour government. 

http://www.independent.co.uk/biography/rachel-reeves
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As Ed Balls has said, in government we will have to confront a tough fiscal inheritance, with 
families under pressure, businesses that have lost vital opportunities to invest, and public finances 
in poor shape. But helping mums back to work makes sense for the economy and raises revenue. If 
our employment rate for mothers moved up to the average of the world's top five nations, 320,000 
more women would have jobs and tax receipts would rise by £1.7bn. 

More than a million families with children live in privately rented houses. At a time when home 
ownership is falling, tenants are facing record rents in the private sector. The coalition is making 
the situation worse, with house building now slower than at any time since the 1920s. Ed Miliband 
has called for a national register of landlords to ensure the private rented sector works fairly, and 
we desperately need the building of new, affordable family housing, not the stoking of a housing 
bubble. 

While families are struggling to pay the bills and the increased costs of raising their children, 
Osborne has given an average tax cut of £100,000 to the 13,000 people who earn over £1m. Now 
there are proposals for a married couples' tax allowance that would not help the single mum 
struggling to make ends meet, and would not make up for cuts to tax credits that have hit families 
on modest incomes. 

As children return to school, parents are digging deep to pay for uniforms, a winter coat, new 
books and more. Research from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation shows that the cost of 
necessities required to give a child a decent standard of living increased by 4 per cent last year. 
Few get a pay rise like that at the moment. 

Parenthood is a wonderful adventure and privilege. But the living-standards crisis is squeezing 
families' incomes, forcing women out of the workplace and making it harder for many to make 
ends meet. Even people who felt they were doing quite well are struggling with higher costs, higher 
taxes and stagnant wages. It's a symptom of the coalition's failing economy that so many families 
are being stretched so far. 

Back at work and raring to go, I will be taking on the Tories and the Lib Dems on their record when 
it comes to the cost of living and their failure to get the economy working for families. The 2015 
general election will be a living-standards election. 
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Appendix 3: Yorkshire Post, Saturday 7th September 2013 

Mother of all juggling acts as a rising star 
resumes House work 

 

THE Punch-and-Judy world of Parliament is not known for its welcoming atmosphere. 

But when Rachel Reeves got to her feet in the House of Commons on Wednesday for the first time 
since the beginning of March, the warm words flowed from every side of the Chamber. 

“May I begin by welcoming, on behalf of the whole House, the honourable Member for Leeds West 
back from maternity leave, and congratulating her and her husband on the birth of Anna?” beamed her 
Tory opponent Treasury Minister Greg Clark.  

“Now that she has become used to being interrupted by someone making loud, insistent and 
sometimes incomprehensible demands, I am sure she is glad to have returned to the House of 
Commons, where such things never happen.” 

Sitting out on the Commons terrace afterwards, in the warm September sunshine, Ms Reeves laughs 
at the analogy. 

“It has been hectic,” she says of her first week back at work. “I was on the (Radio Four) Today 
programme this morning too, and I just thought ‘God, I’ve not done this for six months’. It did feel a little 
bit like I’ve got a bit of relearning to do.  

“But I hope I did my constituents proud in the Chamber, and raised the issues they are raising – that’s 
my job.” 

Ms Reeves, Labour’s Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury, gave birth to her first child at the end of 
March. In the preceding weeks she had drawn widespread praise for continuing in her active front 
bench role while heavily pregnant, giving feisty performances at the dispatch box and on current affairs 
shows. 

Does she think it is important that pregnant women are visible in public life in this way? 
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“Yeah, I think it is,” she says. “Certainly when I was growing up, you’d never see someone on the front 
bench, or actually in any type of public life, who was pregnant. It’s what you saw in the supermarket, or 
at the school gates.  

“So it’s fantastic to see Allegra Stratton on Newsnight, the political correspondent there, her baby’s due 
in December. You’ve got a Liberal Democrat Minister, Jo Swinson, whose baby’s due in December. I 
think things are changing, and that’s very positive.  

“People feel they can combine a career with having children so I think that does inspire other young 
women – and also young men as well, little boys and girls at school, that they can do both.” 

Nonetheless, Parliament as a workplace is notorious for its unfamily-friendly hours and relentless 
tempo. It must be difficult balancing the two roles? 

“There’s been some improvements,” she says. “We now only sit until 10pm on one night in the week. 
We’re not using it right now, but yes there’s a nursery which opened in 2010. 

“But it’s only Week One – I haven’t got all the answers yet!” 

She admits returning to politics after six months out was difficult – but insists the difficulties are similar 
to those faced by any working mother. 

“I’ve got mixed feelings about it,” she says. “I’ve had a fantastic time getting to know my daughter and 
actually spending a bit more time in my constituency without the pressures of Westminster. 

“It’s such an important time when you’ve had a child – to spend time with them, to get to know them, to 
bond with them. 

“They’re obviously very different types of challenge. But it’s a wonderful challenge. I’m sure like most 
new parents – just incredibly excited and full of wonderment about it all. It is a challenge to come back 
to work, but like other working parents I’ll have to learn to be a juggler.” 

Inevitably, parenthood has brought slightly shifting priorities. 

“It’s hard, because you’ve got used to spending time with them, and your days develops a new 
routine,” she says. “Obviously whilst I’m here my focus is on being the MP for Leeds West; when I’m 
home, my focus is on being a mum.  

“You want to be doing both, but there’s only so many hours in the day. I’m trying to get that balance 
right, because you don’t get that time back with your child.” 

Ms Reeves, 34, was born and raised in London and worked as an economist for the Bank of England 
before moving to Leeds in 2006 to work for HBOS. 

In 2010 she was elected as Leeds’s first female MP in 40 years, taking the safe Labour seat of Leeds 
West following the retirement of John Battle. 

Her rise within the Labour ranks has been nothing short of meteoric, being made Shadow Pensions 
Minister within months of her election and promoted to her current position – shadowing Lib Dem 
Treasury Secretary Danny Alexander – two years ago. 

Almost inevitably, with reshuffle rumours circulating round Westminster, she is frequently tipped for an 
even more senior role. 

“It’s up to Ed Miliband to decide what jobs we all do,” she says, giving nothing away.  
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“I’m proud to be serving in his Shadow Cabinet. For two years I’ve been Shadow Chief Secretary. 
Whatever role I do, I hope to be raising the issues that matter to people in Leeds West.” 

The primary issue at the moment, she says, is the cost of living – the subject of the debate she led on 
Wednesday and one of Labour’s key lines of attack going into the 2015 general election. 

“The cost of living, we know from our surgeries in our constituencies, is the number one issue at the 
moment,” she says.  

“The Conservatives keep saying the economy is growing, incomes are going up – it just sounds 
incredibly complacent. It is of course welcome we’ve had some positive news at last from the GDP 
numbers, but we know that the most recent data shows incomes are still falling.  

“In 37 of the 38 months David Cameron has been Prime Minister, the growth in prices has outstripped 
the growth in wages.  

“The only month when wages outstripped price increases was April this year – when the bankers 
deferred their bonuses to take advantage of the cut in the top rate of tax. So this is something that will 
continue to rumble.” 

She will be debating the issue again in Brighton at the end of the month, when Labour’s annual 
conference gets under way. 

Will it be harder to manage such trips, now she’s a new mother? 

“Oh, Anna will be coming to the Labour Party conference,” she smiles. “But I don’t think she’ll be 
coming into the conference hall.  

“I haven’t got her a rosette yet! But she’s coming for the weekend by the seaside.” 
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Appendix 4: The Guardian, Saturday 14th September 2013.  

Rachel Reeves on the Newsnight tweet: 'I just felt 

humiliated' 

The shadow treasury secretary was just back from maternity leave when her appearance on Newsnight was, 

now famously, described in a tweet by the editor as 'boring snoring'. Is she? 

 
Rachel Reeves … 'It's Newsnight. It's supposed to cover news.’  

Photograph: Christopher Thomond 

The thrill of politics for those who like to watch, and the perennial terror for anyone taking part, will always 

be the caprice of what Harold Macmillan liked to call "Events, dear boy, events". You can choreograph the 

most flawless political narrative, do everything right – and still have your whole week hijacked by 

something not even the cleverest media strategist could have seen coming. On Monday night Rachel Reeves 

appeared as a guest on Newsnight. The young MP for Leeds West had only returned from maternity leave 

a week earlier, and had planned out a thoughtful re-entry into the public's consciousness. There had been a 

Today programme interview, a speech about low pay, and all had been going to plan. Then late on Monday 

night Ian Katz, Newsnight's new editor, accidentally sent a private tweet intended for a friend to his 26,000 

followers. The show had gone well, he wrote – "apart from boring snoring Rachel Reeves". 

Even by the febrile standards of contemporary political coverage, the uproar was extreme. The Labour party 

threatened to boycott Newsnight and demanded a full public apology, claiming the tweet had called into 

question the "impartiality and fairness" of the programme. Columnists and pundits pitched in to debate 

whether boring MPs are good or bad for democracy, whether Reeves is or is not a bore, and whether the 

editor of Newsnight should or should not be allowed to hold a private opinion. Almost the only calm voice 

in the cacophony belonged to Reeves herself, who confined her response to an ironic, one-word tweet on 

Monday night: "Thanks …" 

She'd been in the car on the way back from the Newsnight studio when she saw Katz's tweet. "And I 

thought, Ian? That can't be the editor. I thought I must have made a mistake. So then I did a search for 

Rachel Reeves on Twitter, and it came up again. And I looked and thought, it is him. Oh my God. I just 

thought … " and she stutters a bit, "I thought, I've just been on your programme at 11 o'clock at night, I've 

got a tiny baby at home, I could have been at home. I just felt humiliated when I saw what he'd said." She 

had only, she points out, been back to work for eight days. 

The shadow chief secretary to the treasury had attended a round table for women in small business that 

morning in Reading, taken a train straight to the TUC conference, arrived back in Waterloo at 9.30pm and 

gone straight to the Newsnight studios. "And you agree to do this because that is our job. But then you sort 

http://www.theguardian.com/politics/rachel-reeves
http://www.theguardian.com/media/newsnight
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/shortcuts/2013/sep/10/newsnight-rachel-reeves-boring-snoring
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/labour
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of think, God, do you know what? I've got better things to do with my time." When she got home and told 

her husband, a civil servant in the cabinet office, what had happened, he was furious. 

"But then I also think, do you know what, who cares? I got home and thought, there's more important things. 

It has been preoccupying me all week, but I think if the biggest thing I've got to worry about is whether Ian 

Katz thinks I'm boring then I haven't got many problems, have I? People on this road," and she points out of 

the cafe window to a street peppered with pound shops and charity stores, "have had a lot of harder things 

happen to them this week. They've had to put something back in the supermarket or worry about whether 

they can afford for their kids to go on a school trip this week." 

She cannot believe the commotion the tweet has generated. "Is this what politics is about? That is apparently 

more newsworthy than a speech about what Labour would do on the living wage?" Evidently, however, the 

answer is yes – and some commentators have suggested she should accept that if she wants to see Labour 

elected she should learn to lighten up, because these days it's winning personalities that win elections. Are 

they wrong? 

"But people also say they want ordinary people, and ordinary people aren't flamboyantly extravagant. They 

also say they want politicians who understand the issues they're facing. Well, that's what I was trying to do – 

to talk about those issues. And no, it's not particularly exciting – the relentless grind of poverty is not that 

exciting. But I think it's important." Monday's episode of Newsnight featured the Arctic Monkeys, and Chris 

Huhne on his experience of prison. "Maybe in between such fun and excitement I was a bit boring. But it's 

Newsnight. It's supposed to cover news." 

Before we met I had wondered whether she would have some jokes or surprises prepared, to rebut Katz's 

comment. But she says: "I'm not going to think, next time I'm on television or radio, how can I say 

something really exciting? That's not what I went into politics to do. I went into politics to try to make things 

better for people, and that means tackling low pay and insecurity, and that's what I'm going to carry on 

talking about." 

But she allows a glimpse of her hurt when she says: "I just want to forget about it really. I haven't watched it 

[the Newsnight interview] back, so I don't know whether it was," and she falters for a moment before the 

word, "boring". She spent all week wondering how to respond. "But I didn't ask for this to happen, I didn't 

ask for the rest of my week to be taken up by all this stuff, so I just decided I wasn't going to do anything 

about it." She did speak to Katz, following his written apology. "I just said obviously I accept your apology, 

but I told him how I felt. That I felt slightly humiliated, and frustrated that this is now going to define my 

return to politics." She doesn't think the editor should talk about his guests in that way, even in private. "Of 

course! It's no way to talk about your guests. If he wants to make a decision that he doesn't want to discuss 

issues [like low pay on Newsnight] then that's fine, but he should just have some common decency." 

I've met Reeves enough times in the past to be able to tell as soon as we met yesterday that she'd been 

thoroughly rattled by the Newsnight ding-dong, and I feel desperately sorry for her. Our interview had been 

set up long in advance, and she'd arranged to show me some of the work she's been doing locally. Reeves 

takes me to a 17-storey tower block to meet some tenants and hear about the problems they've had with 

faulty lifts, filthy lobbies and unruly teenagers – and I can see why she'd been so concerned back in August 

to make sure that this interview would focus on her work as a constituency MP. Earlier in the summer she 

was tipped to replace Tom Watson as Labour's general election strategist, Tessa Jowell speculated last year 

that she could be the party's first female leader, and if Alistair Darling doesn't return to the shadow cabinet 

after next year's Scottish independence referendum, that will leave Reeves looking like the only plausible 

alternative to Ed Balls as shadow chancellor. 

So she had a lot of reasons for wanting to come across as an unassuming and conscientious local 

MP. Unfortunately, however, faulty lifts and the like also run the risk of looking a little bit boring. But as 

http://www.theguardian.com/media/2013/sep/10/labour-newsnight-editor-rachel-reeves-twitter
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/aug/08/rachel-reeves-owen-smith-labour-campaign
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/aug/08/rachel-reeves-owen-smith-labour-campaign
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she points out: "If you talked to people on the street and asked what they think people should talk about on a 

flagship news programme, people would talk about the cost of living. I don't think that is boring. 

"But also, what do you want from the shadow chief secretary to the treasury? I really prepare for every 

interview I do. I make sure I know all of my facts. I guess what I don't do is think: 'How can I make this 

sound really glamorous or exciting?' Because I don't think that's what people want. Glamorous and exciting 

are probably not two things you'd want from someone in charge of public finances. You want someone 

who's steady, who's serious, who's responsible – and I hope that I tick those boxes. I'm not a pop star or a 

movie star or a comedian, so I'm going to continue to be serious about the issues, and take them seriously. 

You know, at the community meeting I went to yesterday there weren't many opportunities to display a 

fantastic sense of humour or great wit. It was about the nitty-gritty. And I think people would prefer 

a chief secretary to the treasury who can add up the numbers." 

I'm certain the tenants she introduces to me couldn't care less about whether or not she makes an entertaining 

TV guest. Before Reeves had got involved with their problems, the lifts in the tower block routinely broke 

down, and so pensioners with shopping and parents with pushchairs would have to climb dozens of flights of 

stairs, past teenagers drinking and taking drugs, even couples copulating. Their problems probably wouldn't 

set the Newsnight studio alight, but form the fabric of their daily lives, and inform, Reeves points out, all her 

work on economic policy. She insists that Labour's economic message on low pay, job insecurity, the living 

wage and zero-hours contracts will be the one voters want in 2015, because the recovery currently being 

reported with such excitement by the media does not resonate with their actual lived experiences. 

She cites a couple she knows, of whom the wife works part-time, and the husband has just landed a full-time 

job earning £7 an hour. "According to the statistics, they're an economic success story, right? They're both in 

work." But he still has to deliver pizzas in the evenings, because they have two children and a third on the 

way. They have just been given a new council house, but it's only one of just two newly built in Reeves' 

constituency, and the family cannot afford to carpet the unfinished floors, or even buy curtains. "That's not 

an economic success story." Reeves' local church is using the vaults to store food in food banks, and a large 

part of her vicar's job is now to deliver it to people who cannot afford to feed their families. "And Michael 

Gove says it's people's own fault if they need to use a food bank?" She breaks off in a shudder of 

despairing disgust. 

The daughter of two teachers, she went to a south London comprehensive before studying philosophy, 

politics and economics at Oxford and spending the next 10 years working as an economist with the Bank of 

England, the British embassy in Washington and HBOS bank. We first met shortly before the 2010 election, 

when I interviewed a group of female Labour parliamentary candidates for a women's magazine. I remember 

how she sat very still, surrounded by the froth and frills of a glossy magazine photo shoot, and how her 

gravitas made her seem a lot older than her 31 years. Gravitas is not a euphemism for boring; she wasn't 

humourless or dour, just deeply serious – a quality, without wishing to be unkind, not evident in some of the 

other candidates that day. 

So I wasn't remotely surprised to see her sail up the ranks so quickly once elected. She does have a 

tendencey to go a bit wooden in front of the camera, and her normally deep and modulated voice can get a 

bit strangulated once a microphone appears. But Alistair Darling was a very successful treasury secretary 

without ever performing the cancan on Newsnight. 

She rules herself out for the job of general election strategist categorically. "No one has talked to me about 

it, and it's not going to happen," but she will go on Newsnight again. "Because that's my job." But she won't 

look back on this week with any affection. "No, not really," she offers drily. She must just want it over and 

done with, I say – and for a fleeting moment, she seems to sag. 

"Yeah, but it won't be. If you Google Rachel Reeves, I expect you'll find lots of references to whether 

I'm boring or not." 


