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West Leeds: Things on the up for high-rise tenants 

by Laura Bowyer 

 

Residents in a Leeds tower block will 

have a new head for heights after work 

began to replace their faulty lifts. 

 

Work is underway to install two new lifts in 

the nine-storey flats at The Heights West 

and The Heights East, in west Leeds. 

 

Brendan Nelson, 56, who lives in The 

Heights West, said he was delighted the 

lifts are being replaced. 

He said: “I’m disabled and if the lifts are 

out of action then I’m literally housebound 

because I can’t manage the stairs. 

 

“Residents are more than pleased the work is going on.” 

The news comes following a Leeds West MP Rachel Reeves’ survey into living conditions in high rise 

flats in her constituency. 

Her report highlighted complaints about anti-social behaviour, disrepair and poor service which prompted 

bosses at West North West Homes to develop an action plan to improve high rise blocks in west Leeds. 

The YEP revealed earlier this year that the arms-length management organisation issued a blueprint for 

each of their 45 blocks including a U-turn on controversial plans to remove plant pots and doormats from 

communal areas. 

Rachel Reeves said: “I am very pleased to see that they results of my survey are being taken seriously.  

“I will continue to monitor this situation to ensure that construction of the new lifts stays within its 11 

month timescale and that residents are not seriously disrupted.  

“Obviously this is only a small step, considering the great number of problems my survey identified but I 

feel it is an important move in the right direction and I hope that West North West Homes continues to 

make improvements such as this.” 

 

 

 

 

 

HEAD FOR HEIGHTS: Residents Brendan Nelson and 

Ronnie Stocks, at The Heights West. 
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