
Bridget’s Maiden Speech to the House of Commons 

I am grateful for the opportunity to make my maiden speech, and I congratulate 
Members from all parts of the House on their excellent maiden speeches. 

It is an immense privilege to have been elected to serve as the Member for Houghton 
and Sunderland South. I have lived and worked in Sunderland all my life, and I am 
especially honoured to serve my local area. I should like to thank the party members 
and voters who put their trust in me, and I sincerely hope that I can repay them. 
Houghton and Sunderland South is a new constituency that was formed from the 
former constituencies of Houghton and Washington East and Sunderland South. I 
therefore intend to pay tribute to the former Members for both constituencies. 

Fraser Kemp was elected in 1997 as the Member for Houghton and Washington East 
but had worked as an organiser for the Labour party since his late teens. He played a 
pivotal role in making the Labour party electable once again and secured a reputation 
as a fierce opponent whose success as an organiser and an election strategist was 
unparalleled. Fraser is a very modest man who never sought accolades or recognition 
for his achievements, but many of us know the debt that we owe to him. I pay tribute 
to Fraser not simply because he is my predecessor, but because of his values, integrity 
and decency. He fought many cases on behalf of vulnerable and desperate constituents 
whom he always treated with the utmost sensitivity and compassion. 

Fraser dedicated his life to the Labour movement, and I wish him every success in his 
life away from front-line politics. I know that Fraser felt it was a huge privilege to 
serve his home seat. I very much share that sentiment, and I hope that I can show the 
same dedication and commitment in fighting for the people of Houghton and 
Sunderland South. 

I also pay tribute to Chris Mullin, who represented Sunderland, South from 1987. He 
was never afraid to champion unpopular causes and often found himself ostracised in 
the process. I am sure that there is a lesson there for us all-that we should never be 
afraid to speak out, even if the cause appears at the time to be an unpopular or a 
difficult one. 

My constituency contains a series of mining villages in the former Durham coalfields, 
and also areas of the city that were built following the post-war expansion, such as 
Grindon, Thorney Close and Farringdon. Shiney Row is home to the Penshaw 
monument. It was erected in tribute to the first Earl of Durham, known locally as 
Radical Jack because of his support for the extension of the franchise in the Reform 
Act 1832. There has been much debate today about the Great Reform Act, and I am 
sure that my constituents will follow developments with great interest. On the issue of 
voting, I am delighted to note that Sunderland city council once again delivered the 
first and fastest result in returning me as the Member of Parliament for Houghton and 
Sunderland South. 



In Hetton-le-Hole, George Stephenson, one of the founding fathers of the railway 
industry, designed a line to serve the colliery before designing the more famous 
Stockton and Darlington route. I am also proud that the tongue of Big Ben, which we 
hear every time the bell sounds, was forged in the historic town of Houghton-le-
Spring in my constituency. 

We have made tremendous progress in Houghton and Sunderland South. Our area has 
adapted remarkably to significant economic, industrial and social change, much of it 
not of our choosing during the 1980s and 1990s. We are resilient and faced adversity 
in the past; I am confident that we can now show the same kind of determination again 
in meeting new challenges. 

I will be unafraid to speak out where I see injustice that will damage the lives and 
living standards of my constituents, which have improved so greatly in the past 13 
years. I will resist any measure that will damage our economy, our families, and the 
services on which we all rely. I remain committed to tackling inequality in all its 
forms. We have seen significant advances in my constituency in the past 13 years, not 
least in terms of the provision and resources in our schools, but it is still all too often 
the case that children born in my constituency are held back because of their 
backgrounds and unable to achieve all that they are capable of. 

The north-east led the world during the industrial revolution, and I am confident that 
we can do so again in being at the forefront of developing new green technologies and 
industries. I was therefore concerned by the Prime Minister's refusal to confirm 
whether the Government would honour the £20.7 million grant awarded to Nissan to 
develop the next generation of electric cars. The plant is not in my constituency, but 
many of my constituents are employed by Nissan or indirectly in supply chain jobs. I 
will continue to press for answers, not only on the Nissan grant but on the vital, 
ongoing investment that is necessary to protect the north-east economy. I know that I 
will have the full support of my local newspaper, the Sunderland Echo, in fighting 
Sunderland's corner and championing local business. It remains of deep and lasting 
concern to me that unemployment remains higher than is acceptable in my 
constituency and that there are areas of continuing deprivation. The people of 
Houghton and Sunderland South need a Government who will support business and 
enterprise, not tip us into a second recession. 

I am particularly grateful to be called to make my maiden speech during the debate on 
home affairs. Prior to my election, I worked managing a women's refuge based in my 
constituency for families fleeing domestic violence. It is through my work with 
victims of sexual violence that I have such deep reservations about proposals to 
introduce anonymity for defendants in rape cases. I ask the Government to look 
carefully at prioritising measures that will increase the number of rape convictions 
instead of deterring vulnerable women from coming forward. 

I give my pledge that I will try to speak often in the House to raise the concerns of my 
constituents. I intend to be a strong and tireless voice here; the people of Houghton 
and Sunderland South deserve no less. 


