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Like many of you, I was very disappointed and disheartened by the referendum result and
the resulting political and economic upheaval. The reported increase in hate crimes
following the referendum is also very worrying. I know that across the South East many local
Labour councillors are doing what they can to try to protect their communities, both from
the economic impact of the Brexit vote and from attempts to stir up division and hatred.

Sadly the Conservative government’s response to the vote has been woeful. Civil servants were banned 
from planning for a ‘leave’ result. This created a total vacuum at the heart of British government. Only 
a select group of business figures have been systematically con-
sulted by government about where we go from here. That is 
simply not good enough, when many people voted to leave- 
rightly or wrongly because they did not trust the Tory govern-
ment. We have to listen to the concerns of those people who 
voted to Leave, and try to minimise the damage to our commu-
nities from the Brexit decision.

Working with all parts of the party, I have been trying to ensure 
there is a strong Labour position to respond to the Brexit vote. 
I called for a cross-party commission for the Brexit negotiations, a demand which has 
been taken up by the TUC and others. I have also arguefor measures to reflate the British economy, especial-
ly in sectors of great importance for us here in the South East like science and technology.

British MEPs, including me, will remain in place until the end of the Brexit negotiations,
which will probably last at least two and a half years. It will be a difficult slog to ensure that
Britain gets the best deal possible from the Brexit negotiations but I will do my best to
ensure this- unlike those ‘Leave’ campaigners who jumped ship as soon as the negative
impact of the Brexit vote became clear.

Thank you!
 A HUGE thank you to every Labour Party member and supporter who capaigned for a ‘Remain’ vote during the EU referendum.                

Although the final result did not go our way, I believe that we can be all be proud of Labour’s campaign throughout the South East. 

http://www.AnnelieseDoddsMEP.uk
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Next steps in the fight for tax justice

My work as an MEP in the European Parliament is often very varied; from meetings with European 
Commissioners to votes in the whole Parliament on new EU wide legislation, and from asking questions on 
behalf of my constituents to calling for action on tax injustice in the Committees of which I am a member. 

Beyond the fallout of the UK referendum, work continued in Brussels to 
clamp down on tax evasion and aggressive tax avoidance. After the ap-
palling scandal of the ‘Panama Papers’ earlier this year - which showed 
how one small firm had helped businesses and wealthy individuals dodge 
billions in taxes - the European Parliament has set up an inquiry commit-
tee to get to the bottom of exactly what happened, and to stop it from 
happening again. I have been chosen to sit on this new committee, whose 
work will begin in earnest in September.

There was also good news just before the summer, when the EU announced that governments will now 
have to keep public lists of “beneficial ownership” - to show who really owns companies and trusts set up 
in their countries. This is something I have been calling for for a long time - and something we know David 
Cameron personally lobbied against back in 2014.
Whatever the UK’s future relationship with the EU, it will be essential that we keep upholding Europe’s 
high standards when it comes to fighting tax evasion. We can’t let the Tories turn the UK into a tax haven 
just off the coast of the EU.

Vote Leave Watch launched

Supporting the science and HE communities in the South East

The result of the referendum has already had a big impact on science and higher education here in the
South East. Scientists for EU are reporting that they have had over 400 submissions from scientists
reporting that their research projects, funding and positions in new consortia have been negatively
affected. I have been liaising with different universities and science projects in the South East, as well as
with Scientists for Labour and Clare Moody, European Labour’s spokesperson on science, to work out how
we can try to minimise the damage and stop our world-leading science from being left out in the cold.

I have had a conference call with representatives of Scientists for Labour ahead of a wider event for the
region in early September. I’m meeting with Clare Moody, the South West Labour MEP, who is the party
spokesperson on science next week to see how we can support the scientific and research communities
and make sure that their voice is heard in the negotiation process.

Vote Leave Watch is a grassroots cross-party campaign dedicated to 
holding the Vote Leave campaign and their allies to account for the mis-
leading claims they made during the UK’s 2016 referendum on our mem-
bership of the EU. 

In the referendum campaign, Leave campaigners made a series of pledges: 
they promised that Brexit would create an extra £350 million a week to be 
spent on our NHS; they promised that Britain could negotiate a deal with 
the EU which would retain full market access while allowing us to restrict 
EU immigration; and much more. You can help get involved in making sure 
they are held to account at www.VoteLeaveWatch.org.uk. 

http://www.voteleavewatch.org.uk


Follow         @AnnelieseDodds

Helping constituents
Unlike UKIP MEPs, I am continuing working hard across our whole 
region and in the European Parliament on the issues constituents tell 
me matter most to them. So far this year, I have responded to over 
6,400 constituents’ letters and emails on a wide range of casework and 
policy issues with 88% rating these replies as very good or excellent.

Campaigning for Labour

On your side

#LabourDoorstep

I am regularly out on the doorstep across our region speaking with 
South East residents and campaigning for Labour. I’ve recently been 
campaigning all over the region. If you’re able to help campaign for 
Labour then please let me know and I will put you in touch with your 
local Labour campaign team.

I am also very keen to support as many Labour South East fundraisers 
and events as possible. I’m now planning events in the diary until 
Christmas. If you would like me to support your Labour Party fundraiser 
then please get in touch. 

You can contact me about issues relating to my work as your Labour MEP for the South East via 
Contact@AnnelieseDoddsMEP.uk. For Labour party issues please email AnnelieseJDodds@Gmail.com.

European Union Referendum
 TTIP                        Visa Issues

Labour Party Leadership    

Watch        www.      

Like          www.Facebook.com/AnnelieseDoddsMEP

Keeping in touch

Watch        YouTube.com/AnnelieseDoddsMEP

Brexit outcomes        Water Sanitation                     

CETA

The word cloud below highlights some of the issues recently raise with
me. When it comes to the Labour Party leadership campaign, I am not
actively campaigning for either candidate, as my priority is to ensure 
we have a coherent and strong Labour voice on Brexit- whoever ends 

up being our leader. As a result, I am working with figures from both ‘camps’ to try and make sure Labour 
takes the Tories to task for their failures. 
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