
Young Labour National             
Committee Minutes 
 
Date:  19th June 2013 

Time: 6pm 

Location: One Brewers Green, London, SW1 0RH 

 
 

Present: Simon Darvill (Chair), Bex Bailey, Helena Dollimore, Jack Storry, Rachel Hodson, Jo 
Johnson, Simon Evans, Fergie Naeem, Jack Falkingham, Rida Vaquas, Caroline Hill, Callum 
Munro, Sam Woodcock, Emma Meehan, Steve Race, Greg East, Conrad Landin, Tori Rigby, 
Max Shanly, Catherine Rendle, Jeevan Jones  
 

Apologies: Kieran Roberts, Ben Abrams, Sachin Patel, Mhairi Threlfall, Benjamin 
Butterworth, Kate Taylor, Michelle Collins, Hazel Nolan, Sophie MacDonald, Siobhan Foy 
 

Permanent Secretary: Dean Carlin, National Youth Officer 
 

1. Welcome  
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to their first formal Committee meeting. He thanked the 
Regional Representatives for organising Campaign Days in almost every region in the run up to 
the recent local elections. The Chair also congratulated Mhairi Threlfall on her election as a 
councillor in those elections. 
 

2. Apologies 
 

The Chair then informed the committee of apologies sent in by fellow members who were 
unable to attend (see above). 
 

3. Update on individual workplans 
 
Members then updated the committee on progress with their individual workplans that were 
agreed at the Away Day in April. 
 
The National Youth Officer then informed the committee that a new page on the website had 
been created for the publication of any reports committee members wanted to put online for 
members to access. 
 

4. Election of delegates to Annual Conference 2013 
 
The committee then considered nominations to be the Young Labour delegates to Labour Party 
Annual Conference in September. The National Youth Officer informed the committee that 
Young Labour is entitled to two delegates at least one of whom must be a woman. The 
following nominations were received: 
 

• Simon Darvill 

• Jeevan Jones 



• Hazel Nolan 

• Max Shanly 

• Tori Rigby 
 
As there were five nominations for two positions an election was held. The total votes cast for 
each candidate was as follows: 
 

• Simon Darvill - 16 

• Jeevan Jones - 1 

• Hazel Nolan - 4 

• Max Shanly - 4 

• Tori Rigby – 17 
 

There were no abstentions.  
 

Tori Rigby and Simon Darvill were therefore duly elected as Young Labour’s delegates 
to Labour Party Annual Conference 2013. 
 

5. Elections of Vice Chair Campaigns & Assistant Secretary 
 
The committee then considered nominations to be the Vice Chair Campaigns of Young Labour 
to serve a term until after the next Youth Elections in 2015. The following nominations were 
received: 
 

• Caroline Hill 

• Tori Rigby 
 
As there were two nominations for one position an election was held. The total votes cast for 
each candidate was as follows: 
 

• Caroline Hill – 5 

• Tori Rigby – 15 

• Abstentions - 1 

 
Tori Rigby was therefore duly elected as the Vice Chair Campaigns of Young Labour. 

 
The committee then considered nominations to be the Assistant Secretary of Young Labour to 
serve a term until after the next Youth Elections in 2015. The following nominations were 
received: 
 

• Jack Falkingham 
 

As there were no other nominations received, Jack Falkingham was therefore duly 
elected as the Assistant Secretary of Young Labour. 

 

6. Equalities Conferences 
 
The National Youth Officer informed the committee that dates for three of the four Equalities 
Conferences had been confirmed: 
 

• Young Labour LGBT Conference - 17th August – Manchester 

• Young Labour BAME Conference – 9th November – London 



• Young Labour Disabled Members Conference – 30th November – London 
 

He informed the committee that registration was now open and young members could sign up 
through the Labour Party’s Campaign Shop for just £5. The relevant officers are working with 
the National Youth Officer and other relevant bodies on agendas for these Conferences. 
 
The National Youth Officer confirmed that a Young Labour Women’s Conference would also be 
held. Discussions were still on going about a date and venue but it was confirmed that it would 
be held in Yorkshire in the autumn of 2013.  It will be advertised to members and circulated to 
the committee as soon as details are confirmed. 
 

7. Youth Officers Training Days 
 
The National Youth Officer informed the committee that after discussions with the Chair and 
NEC Youth Representative it was decided that Young Labour would hold a number of Youth 
Officers Training Days over the coming months.  
 
The first of these days was confirmed to be in Manchester on 18th August. The National Youth 
Officer informed the committee that registration was now open and young members could sign 
up through the Labour Party’s Campaign Shop for just £5. 
 
He hoped to be able to announce more days in other locations soon which will be advertised to 
members and circulated to the committee as soon as details are confirmed.  
 

8. Youth Days @ Annual Conference 
 
The National Youth Officers confirmed that Sunday 22nd September had been designated the 
Youth Day at this year’s Labour Party Annual Conference in Brighton. The day had previously 
been held on a weekday but had been moved to the Sunday in response to feedback that 
moving it to weekend would allow more young workers and students to attend. He was 
currently working on an agenda for the day which would include a lunchtime fringe and 
evening reception and asked that committee members send any ideas or suggestions for 
sessions to him by email. 
 
The National Youth Officer also confirmed that the party would once again be offering a 
special discounted Youth Day pass which this year had been reduced in price to just £10. 
Additionally a new discounted pass would be offered to young women members which would 
cover both Women’s Conference and the Youth Day for just £15.  It was hoped that this would 
encourage more young women to attend both events. Committee members were asked to 
publicise these opportunities to young members and encourage attendance.  
 

9. AOB 
 
Max Shanly asked the committee to consider submitting a motion to Labour Party Annual 
Conference 2013 which would change the rules around Youth Conference. He informed the 
committee that he had attempted to submit the motion for consideration around an hour 
before the meeting but was told by the National Youth Officer it was too late to be considered 
in the agenda but that he could raise it in this section of the meeting.  
 
Concern was raised by a number of committee members about discussing a motion that they 
had not seen prior to the meeting as well as the lack of time for consideration and consultation 
on such an important issue. 



 
Other committee members said that while they agreed that these circumstances were not ideal 
that it should be discussed as the deadline for submitting motions to Conference was only two 
days away and therefore this would be the only opportunity to discuss it. 
 
As there was clearly no agreement, the Chair asked that each member express their opinion on 
whether they wanted to discuss the motion or not. The result was as follows: 
 

• The motion should be discussed – 3 

• The motion should not be discussed – 17 
 
As a result the motion was not discussed at the meeting. 
 
Rida Vaquas asked if there were any plans to hold a Under 19s Conference. The Chair said that 
there were only plans and budgets for conferences for the equalities campaigns at present but 
that she should speak to the National Youth Officer after the meeting if it’s something she 
wants the party to look at. 
 
Catherine Rendle wanted to thank the party for providing phone conference facilities to allow 
those who are unable to attend meetings in person to participate and hopes these facilities will 
be available for all future meetings. 
 
The Chair thanked the committee for attending, congratulated those committee members who 
had recently received their degree results and started new jobs and closed the meeting. 
 
 


