
Young Labour National             
Committee Minutes 
 
Date: 29th October 2013 

Time: 6pm 

Location: One Brewers Green, London, SW1 0RH 

 
 

Present: Simon Darvill (Chair), Bex Bailey, Helena Dollimore, Jack Storry, Rachel Hodson, 
Simon Evans, Fergie Naeem, Jack Falkingham, Rida Vaquas, Caroline Hill, Callum Munro, Sam 
Woodcock, Emma Meehan, Steve Race, Conrad Landin, Max Shanly, Jeevan Jones, Ben 
Abrams, Sachin Patel, Benjamin Butterworth, Michelle Collins, Sophie MacDonald,  
 

Apologies: Hazel Nolan, Alex Halligan, Tori Rigby, Kieran Roberts, Catherine Rendle, Mhairi 
Threlfall, Kate Taylor, Greg East, Siobhan Foy, Jo Johnson. 
 

Permanent Secretary: Dean Carlin, National Youth Officer 
 

1. Welcome  
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 

2. Apologies 
 

The Chair then informed the committee of apologies sent in by fellow members who were 
unable to attend (see above). 
 

3. Update on individual workplans 
 
Members then updated the committee on progress with their individual workplans. 
 

4. Report from Annual Conference 2013 
 
The Chair referred the committee to his written report for a detailed account of his experience 
as one of the Young Labour delegates to Annual Conference. 
 
He also added how pleased he was to welcome so many young international guests and 
fantastic to see how many of them got involved in Young Labour events throughout 
Conference. 
 
The Chair did however remark that he was disappointed that a number of committee members 
who had been in attendance at Conference had chosen not to attend or support Young Labour 
events at Conference. 
 
The National Youth Officer was asked by the committee to find out the total number of young 
members who attended Annual Conference this year. 

 

 



5. Equalities Conferences Update 
 
Bex Bailey informed the committee that the recently Young Labour Women’s Conference had 
been extremely successful with some excellent speakers and great feedback from the young 
women in attendance. 
 
The National Youth Officer reminded the committee that registration for the upcoming BAME 
and Disabled Members Conferences were still open and asked that they encourage young 
members who define into those groups to sign up. 

 

6. Youth Conference 2014 
 
The National Youth Officer informed the committee that the next Youth Conference would be 
held in Bradford on 22-23rd February. Details were being finalised in the coming weeks and he 
hoped to be able to open registration at the end of November. 
 
The Chair reminded the committee that there are no elections at this year’s event and 
therefore young members were due to focus on discussing policy. Since Refounding Labour, 
how Young Labour discusses policy is decided by the committee and therefore at the next 
meeting in December the committee will discuss how best to do this. The Chair therefore asked 
the National Youth Officer to provide a summary of feedback from previous Youth Conferences 
as a useful guide to how things have worked in the past and asked committee members to 
consult their young members on what they would like to see in time for the next meeting.  
 
Jeevan Jones asked that the committee not submit too many agenda items for the next 
meeting in order to ensure we have as much time as possible to discuss this issue. He also 
asked that the National Youth Officer bring the details of the process used in 2012 as well as 
feedback from previous events in order to provide a basis for the discussion. 

 

7&8.  Motions 
 
Max Shanly introduced the following motions to the committee: 
 
Motion 1 - Save Our Royal Mail 
 
Young Labour believes: 
 
1) The privatization of Royal Mail is an open theft of public assets that have been own and 
controlled by the public for hundreds of years. 
2) The Royal Mail is a valuable service, that returns regular profits to the public purse and 
provides a service that is second to none elsewhere in the world. 
3) The privatization of Royal Mail is apart of a systematic attack on the way people rely on 
each other. 
4) That the privatization of Royal Mail will lead to cuts in service, redundancies, and a poorer 
postal service. 
 
Young Labour notes: 
 
1) That an independent poll in July shows that 67% of the public are against the privatization 
of Royal Mail. 
2) That members of the Communications Workers Union voted four to one in favour of taking 
industrial action against privatization and potential loss of jobs and a reduction in services. 



3) That at Labour Party Conference a motion was unanimously passed by constituency and 
affiliate delegates to renationalize Royal Mail should it fall into private hands. 
4) That the Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills has vetoed this 
policy despite the widespread and overwhelming support of Labour Party members and the 
British public. 
 
Young Labour commits: 
 
1) To wholeheartedly support the industrial action taken by the Communication Workers Union. 
2) To actively campaign against the privatization of Royal Mail. 
3) To support the decision of Labour Party Conference to renationalize Royal Mail. 
4) To call upon Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills to commit the 
next Labour government to re-aquire Royal Mail when we come to power after the next 
election. 
  
Motion 2 – Support the Campaign for Trade Union Freedom 

 

Young Labour believes: 
 
1) That trade unions are a valuable part of British society, who campaigned for universal 
suffrage, the weekend, the NHS, the national minimum wage, and much much more. 
 
Young Labour notes: 
 
1) That Britain has the most restrictive laws on trade unions in the western world. 
2) That the trade unions are currently campaigning for new collective bargaining legislation, 
and that this is has wide support within the labour and trade union movements, including that 
of the General Secretary of the Trade Union Congress. 
3) That Young Labour submitted a motion to Labour Party Conference calling for new collective 
bargaining legislation to allow trade unions to function properly. 
4) That the above motion was passed at Conference, with support from constituency, trade 
union, and affiliate delegates. 
 
Young Labour will: 
 
1) Support the repeal of anti-trade union legislation, and for it to be replaced with new 
collective bargaining legislation as outlined in the contemporary motion that Young Labour 
submitted to Conference. 
2) Support trade unions in all their endeavours for a fairer and more just society, whether that 
be in or out of the workplace. 
3) Support the Campaign for Trade Union Freedom, and will write a letter to the Secretary of 
the Campaign letting them know that Young Labour is committed to its cause. 
 
Jack Storry said that he felt it was not the committee’s place to pass such motions and that 
such issues could be taken to Youth Conference for all young members to discuss. 
 
Rachel Hodson echoed these sentiments as young members had approached her to say they 
found motions old-fashioned and not what they thought the Young Labour should be focusing 
its efforts on.  
 
Max Shanly said that it was the committee’s job to make policy as Youth Conference was only 
once a year, that a failure to do so could depoliticise the committee and asked Bex Bailey if the 



NEC did something similar. 
 
Bex Bailey clarified that the NEC did not pass motions on behalf of the membership. She also 
said she personally felt uncomfortable with doing so as when she was asked during her 
election to this post she had made it clear that she did not believe it was her role to pass policy 
on behalf of thousands of members. 
 
Conrad Landin said he believed Conference should make policy but that as this was not a 
contentious issue he did not see why the committee could not pass it in order to campaign on 
it. 
 
Rida Vaquas said she felt it was important to record our commitment to campaigning on an 
issue. 
 
Caroline Hill said while she understood some members wanted to discuss policy, that the 
committee would be discussing this issue at the next meeting. 
 
The Chair asked why a motion was necessary for committee members to campaign on an issue 
and said he would rather committee members started actually did some campaigning than 
simply sit around and talking about issues. 
 
Jeevan Jones said he was disappointed that once again motions have been brought to the 
committee as it takes up large amounts of the committee’s time that could be spent more 
productively. He said he didn’t believe it was the committee’s role to decide such matters on 
behalf of the membership. 
 
As there was clearly no agreement, the Chair asked that each member express their opinion on 
whether they wanted to discuss the motions or not. The result was as follows: 
 

• The motions should be discussed – 7 

• The motions should not be discussed – 14 
 

9. AOB 
 
Ben Abrams asked that committee members organise a campaign effort against the 
privatisation of the Royal Mail. 
 
The National Youth Officer said he had an indication that a member wanted to amend the 
minutes of the previous meeting. Jeevan Jones proposed that only the final agreed motion be 
minuted rather than the original motion and detailing each amendment. However the 
committee felt that for transparency sake it was important to ensure that both the original and 
amended text were included. 
 
Steve Race indicated that this was his last meeting as Chair of the Young Fabians and that his 
successor would be elected in the coming weeks. 
 
The Chair thanked Steve Race for all his work on the committee over the past year and said he 
would look forward to welcoming his replacement at the next meeting. 
 
Caroline Hill asked the committee to support the UNITE, UNISON and UCU strike action on 
Thursday. 


