
Young Labour National             
Committee Minutes 
 
Date: 22nd January 2014 

Time: 6pm 

Location: One Brewers Green, London, SW1 0RH 

 

Present: Bex Bailey (Chair), Simon Darvill, Simon Evans, Caroline Hill, Callum Munro, Sam 
Woodcock, Emma Meehan, James Hallwood, Conrad Landin, Max Shanly, Jeevan Jones, Hazel 
Nolan, Alex Halligan, Benjamin Butterworth, Catherine Rendle, Greg East, Rachel Hodson, 
Helena Dollimore, Jack Falkingham. 
 

Apologies:, Tori Rigby, Kieran Roberts, Mhairi Threlfall, Kate Taylor, Siobhan Foy, Michelle 
Collins, Sophie MacDonald, Ben Abrams, Rida Vaquas, Jack Storry, Sachin Patel, Fergie 
Naeem. 
 

Permanent Secretary: Dean Carlin, National Youth Officer 
 

1. Welcome  
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 

2. Apologies 
 

The Chair then informed the committee of apologies sent in by fellow members who were 
unable to attend (see above). 
 

3. Update on individual workplans 
 
Members then updated the committee on progress with their individual workplans. 

 

4. Youth Conference Update 
 
The National Youth Officer informed the committee that 185 people had registered at that 
time. Registration was due to close on 24th January 2014 although that deadline may be 
extended if there are still lots of places left. He asked that the committee encourage young 
members to register and direct them to the Youth Conference page where all information 
was held and any updates to deadlines would be posted. 
 
The National Youth Officer circulated a draft agenda to the committee for their information 
and also asked committee members to encourage young members to make nominations in 
the inaugural Young Labour Best Practice Awards which would be given out at Youth 
Conference. 
 
Hazel Nolan and Alex Halligan said they felt asking young members to pay up front the cost 
of their registration was a barrier to participation and asked that trade unions be allowed to 
pay for their members on mass instead of them individually registering.  
 



The National Youth Officer said he was aware that costs were a barrier for some members. All 
CLPs and affiliates had been contacted to ask them to encourage and support their young 
members to attend. However concern had been raised that allowing Labour Students or other 
affiliates such as unions to block book places at an event with a limited capacity where 
registration is first come, first served could exclude low-paid members who do not have such 
financial backing of large organisations. 
 
He was aware that some CLPs and unions were supporting young members struggling to afford 
the cost of attending by giving them financial support for tickets, travel or accommodation up 
front and some are reimbursing them retrospectively. Other unions thinking of supporting their 
young members to attend were being encouraged to do the same. 
 
Simon Evans asked if in the future the equalities caucuses could be spread throughout the 
event rather than being back to back. The National Youth Officer said he would take this 
feedback on board and that the arrangements for caucuses at this year’s event are primarily 
due to an unfortunate set of circumstances limiting the available options. 
 
Emma Meehan asked if there was a way that all members could attend the equalities plenary 
as all young members could benefit from hearing from the equalities campaigns. The National 
Youth Officer said he would speak to the Equalities Officers and find a solution. 
 
Jeevan Jones, Alex Halligan and Max Shanly asked for more time for policy motions to be 
discussed. The National Youth Officer said that the time allocated was the maximum amount of 
time that possibly could be after taking into account other important sessions such as 
equalities caucuses, speakers and accessibility breaks.  
 
Hazel Nolan pointed out that this was the first time we had run the policy motions process and 
considering no motions had yet been submitted, two plenary sessions for motions seemed a 
reasonable amount of time under the current circumstances. Callum Munro pointed out that the 
vast majority of the Conference was being spent discussing policy with various workshops on 
the Saturday as well as the plenaries on the Sunday. He also pointed out that policy could be 
discussed during the equalities caucuses if that’s what members want.  
 
Greg East said that most members would discuss policy on a local level and that this was by no 
means the only way members can feed into the Party’s policy making process. Young Labour 
has never been a top down, national body and one of our strengths is our decentralised 
approach. 
 
The Chair said that the committee should encourage the NPF Youth Reps to hold more policy 
sessions in each region to ensure members are getting as much input as possible, as this 
conference is only one of many routes for young members to influence the Party's manifesto. 
 
Max Shanly asked if there could be a designated quiet space for those who find large crowds 
difficult. The National Youth Officer said that this is something he would explore with the 
venue. 
 

 
5. National Campaign Days 
 
 

The National Youth Officer updated the committee on the progress organising National 
Campaign Days each month. Young Labour will be hosting a series of monthly campaign 



days in key seats across the country in 2014. We had a tremendously successful day last 
month in Ilford North with over 50 young members out campaigning for our candidate, Wes 
Streeting. 
 
The days currently confirmed are: 
 

• Edinburgh West (Scotland) –   8 & 9 February 2014 

• Reading West (South East) – 8&9 March 2014 

• Wirral West (North West) – 5&6 April 2014 
 

6. AOB 
 
Alex Halligan asked that we explore whether alternating arrangements for future committee 
meetings in order to make them more accessible.  
 
Simon Darvill said that he felt that current arrangements which include phone conferencing 
facilities made all meetings accessible and that members on the phone can fully participate as 
he was doing that evening. He also reiterated that this was something the committee had 
discussed at previous meetings and he felt it had been resolved to continue with the agreed 
existing arrangements.  
 
The National Youth Officer said a schedule of meetings until the General Election would be 
circulated in the next few weeks and he would take in to account this feedback. 


