
Report from Young European Socialists (YES) bureau meeting in Dublin, Ireland 

Friday and Saturday morning 

Unfortunately I missed both the Friday evening and Saturday morning sessions due to my flight 

being cancelled.  

However, the meeting was addressed on the by Eamon Gilmore TD (Deputy Prime Minister and 

Leader of Irish Labour) and Emer Costello MEP. There were breakout sessions held on employment, 

the YES event code of conduct and the European Election campaign. The meeting also elected YES’s 

network and working group coordinators – Curtis McLellan (Labour Students) was elected as the 

coordinator for the working group on fighting right-wing extremism, 

Thematic session on PES (Party of European Socialists) fundamental programme 

I attended the breakout session that discussed the Party of European Socialists’ proposed 

fundamental programme. PES is currently engaged in a process of consultation that is aimed at 

drawing up and establishing a fundamental programme for the organisation. We discussed the 

current draft of the fundamental programme and made suggestions for its improvement. These 

changes will be fed into the PES consultation process. 

Reports  

Jonas Olsen (YES Vice President with responsibility for labour) spoke to the meeting about his plans 

for his portfolio. He outlined that his main priority was helping to build stronger links with trade 

unions and organised labour across Europe.  

Thomas Graham (President of YES Control Commission) then updated the meeting on the work of 

the Control Commission – this included updates on membership applications, voting allocations and  

the effectiveness of processes at the YES Congress that was held in Sweden. Later in the meeting the 

bureau unanimously supported the Control Commission’s recommendation that the Young Socialists 

Democrats of Tunisia be granted observer membership status. 

Working group planning session on fighting right-wing extremism  

Curtis McLellan chaired a working group session on fighting right-wing extremism. This was a really 

interesting opportunity to hear about the experiences of other countries in tackling right-wing 

extremism. Delegates from France, Sweden, Austria, Germany and Finland all spoke of the different 

challenges they faced in their countries when it came to tackling right-wing extremism. I spoke about 

the rise of the English Defence League and also the work done by the Labour Party and Hope Not 

Hate to beat the BNP. 

YES event code of conduct 

The final plenary discussed the proposed YES event code of conduct. I proposed amendments, which 

were accepted, that made the organisation’s position concerning conduct in relation to underage 

participants clearer. The code of conduct was passed with further amendments. I believe the 

implementation of an event code of conduct is an extremely positive step forward, especially in light 

of the debate that has been recently had in the UK regarding sizes of delegations to YES events. 


