
Report from the Young European Socialists (YES) bureau meeting in Vilnius, Lithuania 

Summer camp 

Thomas Graham, the President of YES’s Control Commission, reported back on issues emerging from 

the summer camp that was held in Turkey in July. He apologised on behalf of YES for the processes in 

place relating to trust persons at the summer camp. It was felt by many people who attended that 

the trust persons took a role that exceeding being persons of trust and, on occasion, felt more like 

they were policing the event. Thomas said that YES would now look to establish a new, improved 

process for selecting and training trust persons for future summer camps.  

A debate then followed around a motion, put forward by the Belgian delegation, requesting an 

official apology from YES relating to a specific issue that occurred at summer camp (an alleged 

breach of YES’s zero tolerance policy towards discrimination). I voted against this motion as I support 

a zero tolerance policy towards discrimination. The motion was defeated (with all delegates, bar 

those from Belgium) opposing. 

Following complaints from Young Labour members about hygiene issues at the summer camp I 

raised the issue with Kaisa Penny, the President of YES, during this session. Kaisa explained why 

problems had occurred, said she was sorry they had occurred and pledged to ensure that better 

facilities would be in place at the next summer camp. 

Working group on far-right extremism 

The YES working group on far-right extremism held its second meeting. There was considerable 

discussion at this session about the challenges posed by the far-right in Europe, particularly with 

reference to the UK, Finland and Denmark. In the session it was agreed that the working group 

would look to make available online content to support a new campaign organised by YES to tackle 

the rise of far-right extremism 

Policy motions 

There were a number of policy motions put before the bureau meeting. These motions covered a 

wide range of policy areas including a European youth jobs guarantee, a Europe-wide tax pact and 

condemnation of Russia’s ban on homosexual propaganda. All of the policy motions were passed, 

although some will be rewritten to improve their terminology in English (they were written by non-

native speakers) 

IUSY (International Union of Socialist Youth) European Committee 

IUSY held a meeting of their European Committee, which I attended, at the YES bureau meeting. 

There was much discussion of how European political parties can become better involved in IUSY. 

Several delegates pointed out that, as IUSY do not subsidise the travel of European delegations and 

hold most of their events outside of Europe, it makes it very difficult for European parties to 

participate. Several delegates also questioned when the next IUSY Congress would be held. 

Report written by Jack Storry (International Officer, Young Labour). This is my personal 

recollection of the meeting. 


