
we asked youOne year ago, 

to help make the impossible possible…



…and look what you made possible.

In May, Citi Foundation selected 
River LA as one of its prestigious 
Community Progress Makers, 

awarding us $500K to inspire 
residents and community leaders 

from the lower LA River communities 
to prioritize investments for better 
transportation, more public green 

space, smarter water practices, and a 
vibrant arts and culture corridor that 

will provide a whole new way for 
neighbors to interact with each other.

200+ input meetings were 
conducted with stakeholders and 
experts across all sectors. In an 
inclusive process, the team met 
with longtime river advocates, 

local folks, experts from around 
the world, and public officials to 

align a shared vision among the 
17 cites, the county and the state 
agencies to collaborate together 
on a systemic approach to the 

51-mile LA River vision.

We organized what we learned 
into the LA River Index and for 

the first time, a single, transparent 
data compilation is accessible 

online to all, creating a framework 
for what will make a healthy river 

for all regardless of zip code. 

Our Greenway 2020 Campaign 
to connect all 51-miles of the 

bike path helped put Measure M 
on the November 2016 ballot. 

We now have $425M in funding 
designated to complete the path.

In October, the County of Los Angeles 
committed to updating its 20-year-old River 

Master Plan. For the first time in 2 decades, the 
planning approach includes the full 51 miles, and 
embraces our LA River Index as a tool to inform 
data-driven policy and design, and to plan next-

generation infrastructure that addresses the 
environment, water, people, nature, open space, 

and other important community needs.

We teamed high school students 
with professional landscape 

designers to turn derelict street 
ends into inviting River access 
“parklets” for our Rio Vistas 

Project. Thanks to a generous 
grant from The Walt Disney 

Company, we broke ground on 
the first 3 prototypes. To date, we 

have given $10,000 in micro-
grants that bring people to the LA 
River through creative events and 

installations at the Rio Vistas.

 Building on over 20 years 
of planning and 

engineering, our Gehry-led 
51-Mile Integrated Design 

Study was completed as 
the first design-led 

approach to the River as a 
system, and for the first time 

articulated the integrated 
functional requirements for 

addressing all 51 miles.

Together with Frank Gehry, we 
formed a world-class team that 

includes landscape architect Laurie 
Olin, water engineers Geosyntec, 
creative agency 72andSunny, and 
field organizers 270 Strategies to 

embark on a human centered 
design process at scale.



www.lariverindex.org

The Index is a singular resource to 
inspire and evaluate future work on 

the LA River.   

WHAT THIS IS WHY IT MATTERS

The Index identifies vast 
possibilities for the LA River to 
benefit our region on nine key 

dimensions. 

WHERE IT CAME FROM

The Index builds on 25 years of 
existing research, master plans and 

technical studies, enhanced by 
critical input from current experts, 

stakeholders, and community 
members.

http://www.lariverindex.org


Here’s some of what we learned…

13.5%
of all LA County 
bus stops are 
within a mile of the 
LA River.

of LA County Metro 
stops are within a 
mile of the LA 
River.

26%The number of Californians 
who live within 30 miles of 

the LA River.  
That’s 25% of the state’s 

population!

1 MILLION
310 MILLION 18 MILLION

28.5 MILLION

The number of 
gallons of water that 
flows down the LA 

River into the ocean 
every day.  

That’s the equivalent 
of 18 million 

showers. Into the 
ocean.  Every day. 

The number of gallons we 
could recapture annually to 
replenish our aquifers and 

creating a local, 
sustainable water supply.

76,000 
METRIC 

TONS
The amount of climate-changing 
carbon we could avoid through 

smart River infrastructure. 

That’s the equivalent of driving 
660 million fewer miles 

every year.

2,300 to 5,500 ACRES
The vast amount of open space the LA 

River potentially could provide for 
communities that suffer from lack of clean 
air, open space, nature, and recreation. 

When considering the corresponding Right of Ways, the total 
potential grows to 15,400 acres, which would put the LA River 

among the largest public spaces in the world. 

15,000+ ACRES



…and what’s coming up. 

On November 8, the voters of Los Angeles approved a transportation measure 
that includes nearly a half-billion dollars to connect all 51 miles of the LA River 
with a continuous bike path. We will continue to work to ensure the dream is 

fulfilled to connect our diverse region with the LA River at its center. 
 

In 2017, we will kick off LA River Stories, a large-scale storytelling project designed  
to connect hearts and minds to the possibilities of the River through the  

perspective of real people along the 51 miles. 

In October, the County of Los Angeles adopted a Motion to update its 20-year-old 
River Master Plan that embraces our LA River Index. We will continue to work 
collaboratively with the County and all LA River stakeholders to advocate for a 

data-driven, equity-based, 51 mile vision.

We will apply the learnings from the River Index data and our LA River Stories project 
towards envisioning prototype projects that have the greatest opportunities  

for positive impact for the most people.



Imagine what we can do together next.



Thank you for making an impact. 
Thank you for your support. 

www.riverla.org/donate

Let’s keep it going.  Together.  

http://www.riverla.org/donate

