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Services to the blind and 
visually impaired

Copies of the Conference 
Agenda and Directory and 
other conference documents 
can be made available on 
request in audio format on 
CD, as pdf or Word files, on 
coloured paper or in large 
print.

Please contact Emma Harris, 
emma.harris@libdems.org.uk 
or 020 7227 1350,  by Monday 
19th February.
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Directly elected:

The Federal Conference Committee is here to serve you!

Duncan Brack, Chair, 
directly elected

Andrew Wiseman, 
Vice Chair Finance, 

 English rep

Ruth Polling, Vice 
Chair Communications, 

directly elected

Catherine Bearder Sal Brinton Dee DooceyJon Ball 

Chris Maines Sue Garden Gareth Epps Justine McGuinness

Robert Adamson 

Jeremy Hargreaves  
FPC rep

Debra Storr 
Scottish rep 

Ian Walton
 Welsh Rep

James Gurling 
FE rep

Tessa Munt
FE & FFAC rep

If you need to find any of the members of 
the FCC over the weekend, you should be 
able easily to identify them by the larger 
white background badge holder with the 
green FCC badge inside.

Here are the 2007 members of the 
Federal Conference Committee.

Gordon Seekings
 Staff rep

Ex officio:

Paul Burstow MP, Chief Whip.  

Ed Davey MP, CCC Chair.

Simon Hughes MP, Party President.

Chris Rennard, Chief Executive.

Chris Jennings, 
Chief Steward, 

co-opted

Arnie Gibbons

Geoff Payne
 FPC rep
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A welcome return to  Harrogate
By Phil Willis MP

Welcome back to Harrogate and 
the Federal Spring Conference.  
What a difference a year makes!  
Twelve months ago, amidst a 
snow storm Sir Ming Campbell 
took centre stage as the Party’s 
new leader with a huge task 
ahead of him.

Twelve months later a quiet 
transformation has been taking place 
as party structures and mechanisms 
have been renewed and reformed.  The 
most talented and hard-working front-
bench team at Westminster have 
already put in place a raft of innovative 
and forward-looking policies.  With the 
groundwork done, the Liberal 
Democrats are now fit and poised to 
move forward and build on the firm 
foundations that have been put in 
place.  

And what better venue for this than 
Harrogate, at its most beautiful in the 
spring?  Representatives arrive at the 
conference hall invigorated by its 

famous pure air, heads clear and 
complexions glowing, ready for 
spirited and purposeful debate.  

Later in the day other delights beckon:  
some of the finest restaurants in the 
north of England, the renowned Valley 
Gardens, the splendidly restored 
Turkish Baths, the wonderful shops, the 
museums and galleries, the lively bars 
and cafes are all within easy walking 
distance.  Wrapped around the town 
centre, the two hundred grassy acres 
of the Stray envelop the elegant 
Victorian buildings.  Residents of 
Harrogate are still entitled to graze 
their flocks of sheep here but may not 
ride their bicycles – currently a subject 
of much heated discussion in the local 
community.

Harrogate spa boasts a greater variety 
of different spring waters than almost 
anywhere else in the world and 
throughout the town you can see 
evidence of the numerous wells that 
catered to Victorian visitors.  Sadly few 
are still operating, but adventurous 
visitors can still sample the sulphur 
waters at the Pump Rooms.  Those with 
more conservative tastes may prefer to 
stick to Harrogate Spa Water, an award-
winning bottled spring water now 
available in all good-quality 
establishments throughout the 
country.  Like the hugely successful 
Harrogate International Centre, the 
establishment of this venture was a 
notable achievement of Harrogate 
Borough Council under Liberal 
Democrat control.

The Royal Horticultural Society’s 
northern gardens at Harlow Carr lie on 
the edge of the town and offer a 
delightful and instructive diversion for 
those interested in plants and gardens.  

Phil Willis is Member of 
Parliament for Harrogate 
and Knaresborough
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continued on page 5

Many battles 
lie ahead for 
the Liberal 
Democrats ...  
and Harrogate 
is ready to play 
its part.
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In just eight weeks nearly 38 
million people across Great 
Britain will have the chance 
to vote in a major round of 
elections.

Voters will have their say in elections 
for the Welsh Assembly, for councils in 
almost all parts of Scotland and 
England except London; in Scotland 
these will be the first set of council 
elections under STV, with the crucial 
Scottish Parliamentary election on the 
same day.  

Furthermore, after a very successful 
round four years ago, the last time all 
these seats were up for election, we 
find ourselves defending more seats 
than ever before.
 
So if election fever has not set in where 
you live, make sure Conference is the 
trigger for action.  With almost 12,000 
council seats and all seats in the 
Scottish Parliament and Welsh 
Assembly going to the polls, if you do 
not have elections in your own area 
there are certainly plenty of places 
where you can lend a hand!

We start from a strong position.  In 
Scotland we have shown we can 
influence events and make a real 
difference on key issues like student 
fees and free care for the elderly.  
Councils we control, from shire districts 
to metropolitan boroughs, lead the 
way on crime prevention and 
environmental innovation.  

Election fever
By Hilary Stephenson

Electors should be left in no doubt that 
we are serious and effective when they 
give us the opportunity to run things.  

Squeezing extra low-cost housing 
from developers in South Shropshire, 
zero-carbon building in York, cutting 
alcohol-related crime in Islington and 
Safe Neighbourhood projects in 
Newcastle are just the start of a very 
long list.  

Recent voting evidence shows us that, 
more than ever, residents want their 
representatives to be rooted in the 
community, available, willing to listen 
and get results on the small things.  
Once again, we are well placed – our 
roots are in community campaigning 
and we shall not forget that.

We have a strong programme on the 
issues that matter to people, like crime 
and climate change, and there are 
excellent materials to help get those 
messages over.  Conference is a first-
class showcase for our ideas and a vital 
launchpad for our campaign.  

There are more than 80 hours of free 
training available at Conference – a 
vital chance to check out your plans, 
refresh skills and learn about new 
techniques.
 
So please enjoy Conference and go 
away refreshed and reinvigorated for 
what is a major challenge for the 
whole party and a massive 
opportunity for Lib Dems 
everywhere.  

Hilary Stephenson
is Director of Campaigns 
for the Liberal Democrats

Conference is the trigger for action ... a first-class showcase 
for our ideas and a vital launchpad for our campaign
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16.30 F12 Presentation by the Liberal Democrat 17  
Group on South Somerset District Council

16.50 F13 Speech by Michael Moore MP 17

17.10 F14 Urgent Issue 17

17.40 F15 Reports of the Parliamentary Parties  17
  of the Liberal Democrats

Sunday 4th March

09.00 F16 Emergency Motions 18

09.30 F17 Speech by Simon Hughes MP, 18
  President of the Liberal Democrats

09.40 F18 Report of the Federal Executive 18

 F19 Report of the Federal Finance and  
Administration Committee

 F20 Report of the Campaign for Gender 18 
Balance

10.05 F21 Green and Prosperous Communities  18
  – Local Regeneration for the 21st Century 

(Regeneration Policy Paper)

11.05 F22 Sustainable Housing 21

11.45 F23 Speech by the Rt Hon Sir Menzies 22
  Campbell MP, Leader of the Liberal 

Democrats

Friday 2nd March Page

14.00  Consultative Sessions: 6
– 16.30    Climate Change,  Health and 4Rs  
     (Articulation and Communication 
    in Primary Education)

15.00  Consultative Sessions: 6
– 17.30    Better Governance and  Local
    Government Structures and Finance

Saturday 3rd March

09.00 F1 Formal Opening of Federal Conference 7
  Speech of Welcome by Phil Willis MP

09.05 F2 Federal Conference Committee Report 7

 F3 Standing Order Amendment 7

 F4 Federal Policy Committee Report 7

09.30 F5 Save Our Waterways 7

10.00 F6 Presentation by Welsh Liberal Democrats 9

10.20 F7 Water and Development 9

10.50 F8 Speech by Dr Vince Cable MP 10

11.10 F9 The Future of Britain’s Nuclear Deterrent 11

14.15 F10 Question and Answer Session on Crime 13

15.00 F11 Together We Can Cut Crime (Crime  14 
Prevention, Victims and Justice 

  Policy Paper)

Agenda index
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Always beautiful and inspiring, the 
attractions here have recently been 
enhanced by the opening of the newest 
branch of the world-famous Betty’s Tea 
Rooms.  Visitors can relax and 
contemplate the gardens fortified by a 
fine pot of tea or coffee and delicious 
breads, cakes and pastries.  I urge those 
with hearty appetites not to miss their 
chance to sample a Yorkshire Fat Rascal 
or the seasonal treat of a Bury Simnel.

Only a few miles away is the beautiful 
town of Knaresborough, famous as the 
home of Mother Shipton, the English 
Nostradamus, and the dropping well, 
whose water turns objects to stone.  
(What a useful political air that could 
be!)  Representatives who venture here 

A welcome return  continued from page 3

can enjoy a peaceful stroll through the 
Nidd Gorge before climbing up to 
enjoy magnificent views over the River 
Nidd from the castle.  According to 
local tradition Oliver Cromwell 
personally ordered that this former 
royalist stronghold be thoroughly 
destroyed in revenge for the death of 
a close relative in the siege of 
Knaresborough.  
 
Many battles lie ahead for the Liberal 
Democrats as we seek to build on the 
foundations laid by Ming and his team.  
This Spring Conference is a vital part of 
our preparations and Harrogate is 
ready to play its part.  

A very warm welcome to you all.   

Fe
at

u
re

What better 
venue ... than 
Harrogate, 
at its most 
beautiful in 
the spring?
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Friday 2nd 
  Consultative Sessions

Consultative sessions provide a less formal mechanism than the full-scale Conference debates 
for Conference representatives and other Party members to participate in the Party’s policy- and 
decision-making processes.  Each session examines a particular topic and hears contributions from 
Party members and in some cases outside speakers.

The Better Governance, Health, Local Government and Climate Change sessions are organised by 
the relevant Policy Working Group.  The conclusions of the sessions will be taken into account by the 
groups when drawing up their final policy papers.  The 4Rs session is organised by the 4Rs Commission 
and will inform the Commission’s final report.

14.00-1�.30

  Climate Change

Room 3, Queen’s Suite Chair: Neil Stockley
Harrogate International Centre Rapporteur Dr Steve Toole

  Health

Ripley Suite  Chair: Baroness Neuberger
Holiday Inn  Rapporteur: Marianne Sladowsky

  4Rs (Articulation and Communication in Primary Education)

Room 2, Queen’s Suite Chair: John Howson
Harrogate International Centre Rapporteur: Liz Banks

15.00-17.30

  Better Governance

Harewood 1  Chair: Lord Tyler
Holiday Inn  Rapporteur: Laura Richards

  Local Government Structures and Finance

Harewood 2  Chair: Judith Jolly
Holiday Inn  Rapporteur: Mark Norris

Frid
ay
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09.00 Formal Opening of Federal Conference

Chair: Simon Hughes MP (President of the Liberal Democrats)
Aide: Arnie Gibbons

 F1 Speech of Welcome by Phil Willis MP

09.05 Party Business

Chair: Simon Hughes MP (President of the Liberal Democrats)
Aide: Arnie Gibbons

 F2 Federal Conference Committee Report

Mover: Duncan Brack (Chair, Federal Conference Committee)

 F3 Holding Motions Standing Order Amendment

Federal Conference Committee
Mover: Duncan Brack (Chair, Federal Conference Committee)
Summation: Duncan Brack (Chair, Federal Conference Committee)

In standing order 4.8:

In the first sentence, after ‘submitted’ add: ‘by the Federal Executive or Federal Policy Committee’.

In the third sentence, delete both references to ‘any one body’ and insert in each case: ‘each 
committee’.

Mover of motion: 5 minutes; all other speakers: 3 minutes.

Note: the existing text of standing orders is given on pages 44 – 51 of this Agenda and Directory.  A 
standing order amendment requires a two-thirds majority to pass.

 F4 Federal Policy Committee Report
 
Mover: Sal Brinton (Vice Chair, Federal Policy Committee)

09.30 Policy Motion

Chair: Jeremy Hargreaves
Aide: Catherine Bearder

 F5 Save Our Waterways

Ten Conference Representatives
Mover: Andrew Hudson 
Summation: To be announced

Saturday 3rd 

1

2

3
4
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Conference regrets that:

i) The government grant for British Waterways in 2006-07 has been cut by 12.5%.

ii) These cuts are in large part related to loss of revenue through the Government’s appalling 
bungling of the Single Farm Payment Scheme (SPS).

iii) British Waterways have announced that they will be compelled to axe 180 jobs as a result of 
the cuts.

iv) Canal maintenance will be downgraded and expansion will be curtailed.

Conference believes that:

a) Inland waterways are the lifeblood of many communities, with users incuding boat-owners, 
holiday-makers, anglers and ramblers.

b) Tourism will be the first area to suffer with local pubs and restaurants hit hard, but the 
environment will also be affected by the under-funding of these sanctuaries of tranquillity.

c) The impact of the cuts will be multiplied as loss of paid staff will also make it difficult to take 
advantage of voluntary help.

Conference therefore welcomes the Liberal Democrat ‘Canal Cuts are Nuts’ campaign.

Conference calls on the Government to:

1. Use the contingency fund to reverse short-term cuts arising from loss of SPS income.

2. Give full weight to the social, economic and environmental importance of the waterway 
network in determining future grant levels for British Waterways.

Applicability: England and Wales.

Note: The deadline for amendments to this motion is 12.00, Tuesday 27th February; to the Policy 
Projects Team, Liberal Democrat HQ (see page 32).  Those selected for debate will be printed in the 
Advance Notice Sheet.

Requests for separate votes may be submitted in writing by voting representatives to the Chair of 
the debate at any time up to the commencement of the closing speeches, but they will have a much 
higher chance of being accepted if they are submitted by 12.00, Tuesday 27th February – to the Policy 
Projects Team, as above.

Mover of motion: 5 minutes; other speakers: 3 minutes.

Saturday 3rd 
1
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10.00 Party Business

Chair: Sal Brinton
Aide: Cllr James Gurling

 F� Presentation by Welsh Liberal Democrats

Keynote speakers will include:

Mike German AM, Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group in the National Assembly
Jenny Willott MP, Election Campaign Chair, National Assembly General Election

10.20 Policy Motion

Chair: Dee Doocey AM (London)
Aide: Cllr Jon Ball

 F7 Water and Development

Westminster and City
Mover: Neville Farmer
Summation: Chris Nelson

Conference recalls and reaffirms: 

i) The Millennium Development Goal to halve the proportion of people without secure access 
to clean drinking water and basic sanitation by 2015.

ii) That achieving this goal is estimated by the UN to mean providing 1.6 billion additional 
people with a clean water supply, and 2.1 billion people with basic sanitation, between 2007 
and 2015.

Conference understands that:

a) Progress in the areas of greatest need has been especially slow, with people living in rural 
and peri-urban areas continuing to suffer poor levels of water and sanitation coverage due 
to lack of investment.

b) UK aid money, through the Department for International Development and the World Bank, 
has in recent years supported water privatisation and largely ignored enhanced approaches 
to public sector water, which, together with community-owned schemes, currently provide 
the bulk of water supplies in the developing world.

c) That approaches to sanitation, especially in Africa, have also largely failed to deliver, and 
need new direction.

Saturday 3rd 
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Conference calls for the UK Government to:

1. Make clear that it will support investment in public-sector water and sanitation 
infrastructure, whether or not the private sector is involved, and work to ensure that 
multilateral aid organisations such as the World Bank and EC, which receive UK support, do 
the same.  

2. Provide advice and assistance in achieving efficiency in water development through the 
public sector where that is the preferred option of developing world governments.

3. Direct additional resources to supporting water and sanitation improvements for rural and 
peri-urban communities in the developing world, along with the involvement of those 
communities in management and decision-making.  

4. Adopt a long-term perspective to ensure sustainability in the environment, through both 
promoting the recycling of all forms of human waste and by protecting and reinstating 
ecosystems.

5. Deliver on the Secretary of State’s commitment to doubling spending on water and 
sanitation in sub-Saharan Africa to £95 million by 2008, and to commit to further increases 
in spending between 2008 and 2015.

Applicability: Federal.

Note: The deadline for amendments to this motion is 12.00, Tuesday 27th February; to the Policy 
Projects Team, Liberal Democrat HQ (see page 32).  Those selected for debate will be printed in the 
Advance Notice Sheet.

Requests for separate votes may be submitted in writing by voting representatives to the Chair of 
the debate at any time up to the commencement of the closing speeches, but they will have a much 
higher chance of being accepted if they are submitted by 12.00, Tuesday 27th February – to the Policy 
Projects Team, as above.

Mover of motion: 5 minutes; other speakers: 3 minutes.

10.50 Party Business

Chair: Geoff Payne
Aide: Cllr Jon Ball

 F� Speech by Dr Vince Cable MP, Deputy Leader of the Liberal Democrats and Shadow 
  Chancellor of the Exchequer

11.10 Policy Motion

Chair: Duncan Brack (Chair, Federal Conference Committee)
Aide: Ruth Polling (Vice Chair, Federal Conference Committee)

Saturday 3rd 
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 F9 The Future of Britain’s Nuclear Deterrent

Federal Policy Committee
Mover: To be announced
Summation: Lord Roper (Chair of the Working Group)

Conference notes the publication on 4th December 2006 of the White Paper The Future of the 
United Kingdom’s Nuclear Deterrent that sets out the Labour Government’s position to:

I. Maintain Britain’s nuclear deterrent.
II. Reduce the stockpile of operationally available warheads by 20%.
III. Participate in the US life extension programme for the Trident D5 missile.
IV. Take a decision on the future of the UK’s nuclear warheads in the next parliament.
V. Begin immediately the procurement of a new class of submarine to replace the four 

Vanguard class submarines, extending the life of the Vanguard class by five years if 
necessary.

VI. Take a decision on the number of new submarines required at a later date.

Conference:

i) Reaffirms the Liberal Democrat commitment of seeking to achieve the global elimination of 
nuclear weapons and recalls Liberal Democrat policy on Britain’s nuclear weapons, as set out 
in Defending Democracy (2002) and the General Election Manifesto 2005, The Real Alternative, 
that ‘we would retain the UK’s current minimum nuclear deterrent for the foreseeable future, 
until sufficient progress has been made towards the global elimination of such weapons’.

ii) Pledges the party to do all in its power to ensure that Britain abides by its obligations under 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and in particular in making more effective the review 
conferences on the NPT.

iii) Urges all nuclear weapons states, whether party to the NPT or not, to engage through 
negotiation and through independent actions in a process of nuclear disarmament; in 
particular it urges those states that have yet to do so, including India, Pakistan, China, and 
the United States, to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) so that it can enter into 
force.

iv) Considers that none of the world’s current nuclear weapons states poses a present threat to 
the UK and that nuclear weapons provide no defence or deterrent against terrorism.

v) Recognises the medium- and long-term possibility that new threats could arise to the 
United Kingdom as a result of global or regional instability and conflict caused by factors 
such as competition for resources, particularly energy, the effects of climate change, failing 
states, aggressive or oppressive regimes, social and economic marginalisation and the 
proliferation of nuclear and other weapons, expertise and materials.

vi) Observes with serious concern the nuclear weapons test undertaken by the Government 
of North Korea and the continuing enrichment of uranium by the Government of Iran in 
contravention of Security Council Resolution 1696 and urges these states to cease these 
programmes.

Saturday 3rd 
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vii) Particularly recognises the danger over the next decade of the proliferation of states 
possessing nuclear weapons and the pressure this would place on other regional powers to 
consider acquiring nuclear weapons themselves, including the possibility of one or more of 
such states posing a threat to Britain, its neighbours and allies.

viii) Considers that a decision by Britain to renounce its nuclear weapons capability can be taken 
at any time, while recognising that the timing of such a decision has financial implications, 
and would be, in practice, very difficult to reverse.

Conference therefore: 

A. Believes that in the light of such circumstances it would be unwise at present for Britain to 
renounce its nuclear weapons but that in the current situation Britain no longer needs the 
size of deterrent that the present Trident system represents.

B. Notes the House of Commons Defence Committee 2006 report, The Future of the UK’s 
Strategic Nuclear Deterrent, which concludes that with a programme to extend the life of the 
four Vanguard class submarines no binding decision needs to be made on a replacement 
for Trident at this time.

C. Recognises that on current planning assumptions, the most cost-effective replacement 
system to provide the UK with a minimum deterrent would be a submarine system based 
on the Trident missile reduced to three boats.

D. Further believes that such a significant reduction to Britain’s nuclear arsenal would: 

i) Send a strong signal to non-nuclear weapons states that Britain continues to meet its 
obligations under the NPT.

ii) Provide cost savings that could be used for other defence purposes.

Conference therefore resolves that:

a) Britain should now begin a major reduction of its nuclear arsenal by approximately 50%, 
retaining no more than 100 warheads; with each Trident submarine carrying no more than 
24 warheads when on deterrence patrol.

b) The current Trident nuclear system should be maintained and its operational life extended.

c) A final decision on whether, and if so how, to procure any successor system be taken at the 
point when the significant capital spending would begin to be incurred on a three-boat 
replacement.

Conference therefore calls on the Government to follow this course in order that a final decision 
on the manufacture of a successor to the Vanguard class submarines be taken in 2014.  Such a 
policy would allow:

1. The reduction of Britain’s nuclear capacity by 50% to reinvigorate the multilateral 
disarmament process.

Saturday 3rd 
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2. A clearer picture to develop concerning the proliferation of states that possess nuclear 
weapons and their ability to directly threaten Britain, its neighbours and allies.

3. Further consideration of the alternatives available based on a reduced minimum deterrent, 
including investigating co-operating more closely on the procurement and deployment 
of nuclear systems with NATO and European allies subject to the constraints on such co-
operation imposed by Article I of the NPT.

4. Priority to be given to increasing the support for UK conventional armed forces at home and 
abroad.

Applicability: Federal.

Note: The deadline for amendments to this motion is 12.00, Tuesday 27th February; to the Policy 
Projects Team, Liberal Democrat HQ (see page 32).  Those selected for debate will be printed in the 
Advance Notice Sheet.

Requests for separate votes may be submitted in writing by voting representatives to the Chair of 
the debate at any time up to the commencement of the closing speeches, but they will have a much 
higher chance of being accepted if they are submitted by 12.00, Tuesday 27th February – to the Policy 
Projects Team, as above.

Mover and summation: 20 minutes combined; other speakers: 5 minutes.

In addition to speeches from the platform, it will be possible for Conference representatives to make 
concise (maximum one-minute) interventions from the floor during the debate on the motion.  The 
Chair will explain the procedure for making interventions at the beginning of the session.

12.45 Lunch

14.15 Party Business

Chair: Nick Clegg MP (Liberal Democrat Shadow Home Secretary)
Aide: Cllr Chris Maines

 F10 Question and Answer Session on Crime

An opportunity to put questions on crime policy to a panel of speakers, including:

Lord Adebowale (Chief Executive, Turning Point)
Two representatives from The Social Partnership, Liverpool

Note: Conference representatives may submit concise questions (maximum 25 words) on question 
cards to the speakers’ table by 12.45 on Saturday 3rd March.  The Chair will select which questions to 
ask during the session.

Saturday 3rd 
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15.00 Policy Motion

Chair: Andrew Wiseman (Vice Chair, Federal Conference Committee)
Aide: Sue Garden

 F11 Together We Can Cut Crime (Crime Prevention, Victims and Justice Policy Paper)

Federal Policy Committee
Mover: Lord Tope (Chair of the Policy Working Group) 
Summation: Nick Clegg MP (Liberal Democrat Shadow Home Secretary)

Conference believes that:

I. Crime and the fear of crime pose serious threats to freedom in communities and the civil 
liberties of all citizens.

II. Crime falls most heavily on Britain’s poorest communities and causes suffering for millions 
of people every year; as a party concerned with social justice, tackling crime is a priority for 
the Liberal Democrats.

III. Successfully tackling crime must improve prevention, cut repeat offending, and help build 
communities able to stand up to crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour.

Conference further believes that an effective platform for tackling crime should be based on:

A. Providing proper support to victims when they need it most.  

B. A focus on reducing opportunities for crime and anti-social behaviour.

C. Targeting high-quality early intervention at those groups vulnerable to becoming 
perpetrators or victims of crime.

D. Making offenders face up to the consequences of their actions and their effect on the 
community through the use of restorative justice and community sentencing as well as 
custodial sentences for more serious crimes.

E. Preventing prison from becoming a ‘revolving door’ and working to break the cycle of 
criminality.

F. Ensuring the Criminal Justice System works efficiently and involves communities in justice, 
prevention and rehabilitation.

Conference therefore endorses policy paper 78, Together We Can Cut Crime, as an addition to the 
party’s policies for crime reduction and providing support for the victims of crime.  Conference in 
particular welcomes:

1. Proposals to reduce the opportunities for crime to occur including:
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a) Encouraging councils to design out crime, involving residents in solutions, and to 
provide positive alternatives in areas blighted by anti-social behaviour.

b) Improving standards of security in product design by developing a security ‘kitemark’ 
standard and regulating the manufacturers and distributors of products that can have 
criminal applications.

c) Including minimum security standards in the licensing regime for multiple-occupancy 
housing.

d) Increasing preventive policing to improve night safety in crime and disorder hotspots, 
and improving the supervision of alcohol licence-holders.

2. Proposals to empower local communities and agencies to target high-quality early 
intervention towards groups vulnerable to becoming perpetrators or victims of crime, 
including:

a) Expanding police-intelligence-led youth work schemes targeted on high-risk groups.

b) Empowering local communities to tackle minor cases of anti-social behaviour through 
Responsible Behaviour Panels, and issuing guidance on the most effective use of Anti-
Social Behaviour Orders as a last resort.

c) Requiring existing Crime Reduction Partnerships to target resources and provide 
advice to prevent those who have been victims of crime from being repeatedly 
victimised.

3. Proposals to break patterns of criminality and reduce reoffending, including:

a) Ensuring all young people in custody are given access to a similar provision of 
education and training as other young people.

b) Expanding prison-based work schemes which offer offenders training in marketable 
skills and experience of the workplace, tripling the number of prisoners on prison 
based work schemes within 10 years.

c) Requiring working offenders to pay into a Victims Compensation Fund.

d) Reducing the pressure on current prison facilities, and preventing the need for 
new prisons, by diverting appropriate offenders to new secure drug rehabilitation 
institutions or secure mental health treatment centres, paid for by redirecting the 
funds earmarked in the Government’s prison-building programme.  

4. Proposals to provide honesty in sentencing, including:

a) Establishing a ‘Community Sentence Enforcement Service’ to develop and enforce 
rigorous and visible community-based sentences, removing the responsibility from the 
Probation Service so that it can concentrate on offenders released from custody.
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b) A presumption against the use of custodial sentences of less than three months, to be 
replaced by longer rigorous and visible community sentences of not less than twice the 
length of the custodial sentence that would otherwise have been imposed; breaching a 
community sentence would result in the offender serving the remainder in custody.

c) Removing provisions for automatic custodial sentence reductions.

d) Re-categorising custodial sentences, introducing: 

(i) Life Custody Sentences for the most serious offenders who should spend their 
whole life in prison.  

(ii) Public Safety Sentences for other serious offenders with fixed minimum terms.  
(iii) All other custodial sentences to have a minimum and maximum term set by the 

court at time of sentencing and abolishing automatic early release provision.

5. Proposals to ensure a more effective and responsive criminal justice system, including:

a) Simplifying the claims and appeals process to ensure compensation claims are decided 
within 12 months, with fairer payments for victims based on individual circumstances.

b) Setting an average of 90 days between arrest and trial.

c) Halting the closure of local magistrates’ courts.

d) Abolishing committal hearings in the magistrates’ court.

Applicability: England, except 4 and 5 (lines 55 – 75) which are England and Wales.

Note: the deadline for amendments to this motion is 12.00, Tuesday 27th February, to the Policy 
Projects Team, Liberal Democrat HQ (see page 32).  Please note that amendments should be written to 
the text of the motion, not the paper itself; this does not prohibit amendments referring to proposals in 
the paper which are not listed in the motion.  Those selected for debate will be printed in the Advance 
Notice Sheet.  

Requests for separate votes may be submitted in writing by voting representatives to the Chair of 
the debate at any time up to the commencement of the closing speeches, but they will have a much 
higher chance of being accepted if they are submitted by 12.00, Tuesday 27th February – to the Policy 
Projects Team, as above.

Mover and summation: 20 minutes combined; all other speakers: 5 minutes.

In addition to speeches from the platform, it will be possible for Conference representatives to make 
concise (maximum one-minute) interventions from the floor during the debate on the motion.  The 
Chair will explain the procedure for making interventions at the beginning of the session.
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1�.30 Party Business

Chair: Justine McGuinness
Aide: Tessa Munt

 F12 Presentation by the Liberal Democrat Group on South Somerset District Council

1�.50 Party Business

Chair: Catherine Bearder
Aide: Duncan Brack (Chair, Federal Conference Committee)

 F13 Speech by Michael Moore MP, Liberal Democrat Shadow Foreign Secretary

17.10 Party Business
 
Chair: Cllr Jon Ball
Aide: Gareth Epps

 F14 Urgent Issue

This slot has been reserved for discussion of an important current political issue.  The topic for the 
discussion will therefore only be selected just before Conference, and notified through the Advance 
Notice and Daily Announcements.  Unlike other debates at Conference, this discussion will not 
make new party policy, but is intended to allow conference representatives and spokespeople an 
opportunity to discuss and comment on a political issue live at the time of Conference.

Suggestions for issues may be submitted by any conference representative, and should be emailed to 
motions@libdems.org.uk by 12.00 on Tuesday 27th February.  The title of the issue should be no more 
than ten words, and should not include an expression of opinion.  Emails should include full contact 
details of the submitter, and may include up to 100 words of explanatory background.

Introducer of issue, spokesperson’s response and summation: 5 minutes; all other speakers: 3 minutes.

17.40 Party Business

Chair: Cllr James Gurling
Aide: Dee Doocey AM (London)

 F15 Reports of the Parliamentary Parties of the Liberal Democrats

Movers: Paul Burstow MP (Chief Whip, House of Commons)
 Lord Shutt of Greetland (Chief Whip, House of Lords)
 Sharon Bowles MEP (Chief Whip, European Parliament)

1�.00 Close of Session

Saturday 3rd 

Sa
tu

rd
ay



1�  Liberal Democrat Conference Spring 2007

Trust in peopleTrust in people

09.00 Policy Motion

Chair: Sue Garden
Aide: Sal Brinton

 F1� Emergency Motions

Note: The deadline for emergency motions is 12.00, Tuesday 27th February, to the Policy Projects Team, 
Liberal Democrat HQ (See page 32).  Those selected for debate and/or proposed for the ballot will be 
printed in the Advance Notice sheet.

Mover of motion: 5 minutes; other speakers: 3 minutes.

09.30 Party Business

Chair: Ruth Polling (Vice Chair, Federal Conference Committee)
Aide: Geoff Payne

 F17 Speech by Simon Hughes MP, President of the Liberal Democrats

09.40 Party Business

 F1� Report of the Federal Executive

Mover: Simon Hughes MP (Chair, Federal Executive)

 F19 Report of the Federal Finance and Administration Committee

Mover: Cllr Duncan Greenland (Chair, Federal Finance and Administration Committee)

 F20 Report of the Campaign for Gender Balance

Mover: Jo Swinson MP (Chair, Campaign for Gender Balance)

10.05 Policy Motion

Chair: Arnie Gibbons
Aide: Justine McGuinness

 F21 Green and Prosperous Communities – Local Regeneration for the 21st Century 
  (Regeneration Policy Paper)

Federal Policy Committee
Mover: Dan Rogerson MP (Liberal Democrat Shadow Minister for Communities and 
 Local Government)
Summation: Cllr Chris White (Chair of the Policy Working Group)
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Conference regrets that regeneration policies pursued by both Labour and Conservative 
Governments have too often been characterised by:

A. Preference for outside professional skills over local know-how.  
B. Excessive central government interference through unelected quangos and disempowering 

targets.
C. Encouragement of inward investment, which may later be withdrawn, over growing 

committed local businesses.  
D. Promotion of large identikit projects over local solutions.  
E. Destruction of the social networks that have traditionally provided neighbourhoods with 

mutual support and advice.
F. Inconsistency and short-termism.
G. Consequent failure to balance the economic, infrastructure and social needs of the people 

who live in areas that need renewal.

Conference believes that regeneration works best when:

i) It is underpinned by an active community which is ambitious for itself and prepared to 
take responsibility for putting those ambitions into practice, working through elected local 
government and able to share in the delivery of public services alongside professionals.

ii) The physical infrastructure is human-scale, designed with the active involvement of local 
people, provides for and encourages small-scale activity and enterprise, and includes the 
sanctuary of natural green space.  

iii) The local economy is diverse enough to minimise the leakage of net money flows outside 
the local economy, and maximises local expenditure on local business or local skills.  

Conference therefore endorses policy paper 77, Green and Prosperous Communities – Local 
Regeneration for the 21st Century, as a statement of the party’s policies on regeneration based on 
these principles.  Conference in particular welcomes its proposals to:

1. Support and facilitate social regeneration by: 

a) Giving every community, urban (including London), suburban or rural, the right to 
establish a community council at the same tier as existing parish councils.

b) Increasing councils’ ability to address local issues by increasing their powers, including 
their freedom to raise and spend revenue locally and providing a power of general 
competence.

c) Ending disincentives to volunteering and mentoring, for example through unnecessary 
age barriers and bureaucratic regulations that prevent claimants taking part, and 
encouraging a network of mutual volunteering exchanges in local institutions.

d) Encouraging development of effective and accountable models for the local control of 
local facilities and institutions.
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2. Encourage locally driven and environmentally sustainable physical regeneration by:

a) Reforming Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) so that they are fully accountable 
to elected Regional Assemblies, where they exist, or to local authority partnerships, 
placing a statutory duty on the RDAs to demonstrate sub-regional co-operation, 
including devolving appropriate powers and funding to city regions and local authority 
partnerships, and ensuring RDAs are required to give greater weight to sustainability 
and deprivation in their regional economic strategies.

a) Decentralising the planning system, giving greater control to local communities, with 
councils having the freedom to enforce their own local plans to suit their needs, and 
reforming the system of appeals, with greater third-party rights of appeal.  

b) Requiring any local plans to include ‘design codes’ setting out for developers what the 
local community wishes to see in developments happening in its area.  

c) Requiring both new developments and refurbishment schemes to make significant 
progress on carbon minimisation, with much greater use of technologies which enable 
reductions in energy consumption.

d) Creating a ‘Community Task Force’ so that community volunteers, gap-year students, 
and others wishing to make a contribution to creating more sustainable communities 
can benefit from supported training and placements with regeneration schemes.

3. Promote vibrant local economic regeneration by:

a) Allowing councils to develop their own use-class orders to protect local independent 
traders from multiple retailers dominating an area.  

b) Tackling abuse of market power by big retailers, and appointing an independent retail 
regulator to enforce a stronger code of practice to protect supermarkets’ suppliers.

c) Cutting business rates on small businesses with a Business Rates Allowance similar to 
personal tax allowances.  

d) Extending the discretionary local 50 per cent rate relief scheme for village shops to sole 
village pubs, and imposing an obligation on the government to maintain a universal 
service for the Post Office branch network – insisting that the Post Office carries out an 
economic impact study before closing sub-post offices.

Applicability: England.

Requests for separate votes may be submitted in writing by voting representatives to the Chair of 
the debate at any time up to the commencement of the closing speeches, but they will have a much 
higher chance of being accepted if they are submitted by 12.00, Tuesday 27th February – to the Policy 
Projects Team, Liberal Democrat HQ (see page 32).

Mover and summation: 15 minutes combined; other speakers: 4 minutes.
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11.05 Policy Motion

Chair: Gareth Epps
Aide: Jeremy Hargreaves

 F22 Sustainable Housing
 
20 Conference representatives
Mover: Andrew Stunell MP (Liberal Democrat Shadow Secretary of State for 
 Communities and Local Government)
Summation: Linda Forbes

Conference notes that:

a) Heating and lighting UK homes produces 27% of the country’s carbon emissions and 
buildings as a whole produce more than 40% of carbon emissions.

b) Though more energy-efficient homes offer greater warmth and lower heating costs, only 
a quarter of English homes in 2003 had more than half the recommended depth of loft 
insulation.

c) While the Government has raised the energy efficiency standards in the building regulations 
in England, their complexity and lack of transparency makes it hard for building control 
officers to assess if they are being met; in contrast, the energy-efficiency requirements in the 
Scottish Building Standards offer a simple and effective method of raising standards.

Conference believes that the UK should be at the forefront of tackling climate change, and 
that action needs to be taken to reduce carbon emissions from the UK’s homes and buildings.  
Conference further believes that doing so will produce more environmentally, economically 
and socially sustainable communities, with better homes for all, resulting in reduced carbon 
emissions, lower fuel bills and an end to excess winter deaths.  

Conference therefore regrets the Government’s failure to implement fully the EU Directive on 
the Energy Performance of Buildings by 4th January 2006; and further regrets the ineptitude 
of the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (now the Department for Communities and Local 
Government) in the introduction of effective labelling systems for energy performance of 
buildings.

Conference additionally believes that immediate action can be taken to reduce considerably the 
carbon emissions of both new and existing homes.    Conference therefore calls for: 

1. National targets to be set to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the UK’s housing by at 
least 60% by 2050.  

2. The Government to ensure effective compliance with the Energy Performance of Buildings 
Directive before further action is taken against the UK by the European Court of Justice.  

3. The thermal efficiency standards in the building regulations to be improved from 2011 so 
that any new house constructed after that date achieves a ‘PassivHaus’ standard.  
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4. The energy efficiency of existing homes to be improved through a set of standardised 
packages, including a range of insulation, draught-proofing, window, heating and lighting 
replacement.  

5. Those schemes used to reduce fuel poverty to be targeted at increasing the energy efficiency 
of households in fuel poverty, thereby reducing carbon emissions permanently.  

6. The Energy Efficiency Commitment on the utilities companies to be used to deliver year-
on-year reductions in domestic carbon emissions, along with improvements in energy 
efficiency, and to change energy suppliers to energy service companies.  

7. Improvements to the building regulations themselves to make them easier to understand 
and use, along with improvements in the enforcement regime to ensure new homes are 
built to the required standards.  

Applicability: Federal, except 3, 4 and 5 (lines 27 – 33) and 7 (lines 37 – 39) which are England only.

Note: The deadline for amendments to this motion is 12.00, Tuesday 27th February; to the Policy 
Projects Team, Liberal Democrat HQ (see page 32).  Those selected for debate will be printed in the 
Advance Notice Sheet.

Requests for separate votes may be submitted in writing by voting representatives to the Chair of 
the debate at any time up to the commencement of the closing speeches, but they will have a much 
higher chance of being accepted if they are submitted by 12.00, Tuesday 27th February – to the Policy 
Projects Team, as above.

Mover of motion: 7 minutes; other speakers: 4 minutes.

11.45 Party Business

Chair: Simon Hughes MP (President of the Liberal Democrats)
Aide: Andrew Wiseman (Vice Chair, Federal Conference Committee)

 F23 Speech by the Rt Hon Sir Menzies Campbell MP, Leader of the Liberal Democrats

13.00 Close of Conference (approx.)
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Conference fringe guide and diary starts here.  
To create a fringe and diary pullout, remove 
pages 23 – 30 from the centre of your Agenda 
and Directory.  Alternatively, you can create a 
one-page diary pullout using pages 29 and 30.

Fringe guide and diary: Page

Friday fringe 24

Saturday fringe 25

Sunday fringe 29

Diary 29–30

2007 Conference timetable  29

The ‘We Can Cut Crime’ rally
Keynote speakers: 

Rt Hon Sir Menzies Campbell MP 
Leader of the Liberal Democrats 

Nick Clegg MP 
Shadow Home Secretary

 
The rally will kick off conference by highlighting the 

Lib Dems’ successes in cutting crime.

�.30 – 7.30pm, Friday 2nd March 
Auditorium, Harrogate International Centre 

Access to the rally is possible only with a valid, visible conference photo pass

Fringe meeting venues
All fringe events listed will be held in the offi cial 
fringe venues:  the Queen’s Suite of the HIC, 
accessible via the Springfi eld House entrance on 
Kings Road, and the Holiday Inn, adjacent to the 
HIC.  See the venue plan on page 31.

The HIC and the Holiday Inn are fully wheelchair 
accessible.

You do not need a conference photo pass for 
access to fringe events (except the Rally).  Entry to 
training events is for Party members only and you 
will need to show a valid conference photo pass or 
Party membership card.
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Speakers: Stockport Borough Council Leader Brian Millard; 
LGA Liberal Democrat Group leader Richard Kemp.  Come 
along for a birthday bash, celebrating years of Liberal 
Democrat leadership in Stockport.  
Charter 2, Holiday Inn

Evening fringe

18.30-19.30 CONFERENCE  RALLY 
The ‘We Can Cut Crime’ Rally
Featuring Rt Hon Sir Menzies Campbell MP and Nick 
Clegg MP, and speakers highlighting Liberal Democrat 
successes in cutting crime.  Chaired by Baroness Ros Scott.  
Conference photo pass holders only.
Auditorium, HIC

20.00-21.15
Liberal Democrat History Group
Think Liberal: Dictionary of Liberal Thought
Chair: Steve Webb, Manifesto Co-ordinator.  Speakers: 
David Howarth MP; Michael Meadowcroft.  Launch of the 
Dictionary of Liberal Thought, an accessible guide to key 
thinkers, groups and concepts associated with liberalism.
Charter Suite, Holiday Inn

20.00-21.15
Parliamentary Candidates’ Association
Trident: Dead or alive?
Speakers include Peter Price, Bishop of Bath & Wells.  The 
ethical and legal positions on replacing Trident.  Your 
opportunity to listen and question before Saturday’s major 
debate.
Harewood 1, Holiday Inn

20.00-21.15
CentreForum
Trident tested
What future for the UK’s nuclear deterrent?  Chair: Julian 
Astle, CentreForum.  Speakers: Lord Garden and Nick Harvey 
MP.  Refreshments.
Harewood 2, Holiday Inn

20.00-21.15
Liberal Democrat Christian Forum
Post-Stern – globally and locally
LDCF discusses the question of climate change with 
panellists Chris Huhne MP, Adam Carew, Chair of Green 
LibDems, and Sarah Spinney, campaigns officer for Christian 
Aid.  Audience contributions welcome.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

20.00-21.15
Green Liberal Democrats
Green Liberal Democrats briefing
GLD works to keep the environment at the heart of Lib Dem 
thinking.  All welcome to this briefing on current green 
policy issues, both on and off the conference agenda,
Queen’s Suite 2, HIC

 

Morning fringe

09.15-10.45 TRAINING  SESSION
Mosaic and The Pool
Dave McCobb and Stuart Bray, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 7, HIC

All at 09.30-12.30 TRAINING  SESSIONS
Internet tools and SMS campaigning
Mark Pack, Innovations Unit.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

Election law
Ruth Milburn and Neil Trafford, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 2, HIC

How to make the best use of the postal vote (including signing 
people up to them)
Richard Pinnock and Mel Ab Owain, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 3, HIC

 

How to get more members and how to raise more money
Neil Fawcett, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

10.00-16.00 TRAINING  SESSION
Confident communication for women
Sal Brinton, Miranda Piercy & Ros Harper, GBT. Women only.
Queen’s Suite 5, HIC

 

11.00-12.30 TRAINING  SESSION
Basic direct mail
Dave McCobb and Stuart Bray, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 7, HIC

Lunchtime fringe

13.00-14.00
Federal Conference Committee
First-timers’ guide to conference
From policy debates to making the most out of the fringe 
to useful sources of information, this session will ensure 
first-time attendees get the best out of their week.
Charter Suite, Holiday Inn

13.00-15.30 TRAINING  SESSION
Email masterclass
Pete Dollimore, Lib Dems Online.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

Afternoon fringe

14.00-15.30 TRAINING  SESSION
Advanced direct mail
Dave McCobb and Stuart Bray, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 7, HIC

17.30-18.30
LGA Liberal Democrat Group
A celebration for Stockport

Conference fringe Friday 2nd March



Conference Agenda and Directory  25

Make Britain fairer

Fr
in

g
e

 

Morning fringe

08.15-08.45
Liberal Democrat Christian Forum
Morning praise – dominion or domination
Prayer and praise before conference.  Paul Marshall will be 
speaking as part of our theme ‘God’s creation’ looking at 
our role of stewardship.  All welcome.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

All at 09.15-10.45 TRAINING  SESSIONS

Holding on to your Council seat
Roger Symonds and Nic Rattle, ALDC.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

Canvass analysis and switching resources
John Bridges and Colin Ross, ALDC.
Queen’s Suite 2, HIC

Beating Labour
Stuart Bray and Chris Leaman, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 3, HIC

Winning the youth & student vote
Simon Drage and Adam Teladia, LDYS.
Queen’s Suite 4, HIC

Thinking of standing for Parliament? 
Ros Harper, GBTF.  Women only.
Queen’s Suite 5, HIC

Making the best use of the postal vote
Neil Fawcett and Mel Ab Owain, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

Planning your campaign
Shaun Roberts and Ruth Milburn, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 7, HIC

An introduction to agenting
Chris Keating and Tim Prater, Agents Association.
Queen’s Suite 9, HIC

All at 11.00-12.30 TRAINING  SESSIONS

A taster to the Leadership Academy
ALDC with Pascoe Sawyers from the IDeA.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

Coping with a larger group and new faces
Tim Pickstone and Dave McCobb, ALDC.
Queen’s Suite 2, HIC

20.00-23.00
LGA Liberal Democrat Group
Change of Control dinner
A joint briefing from the LGA and LGLC on preparing for 
changed circumstances after May 2007.  Invitation only.
Restaurant 701, Holiday Inn

21.45-23.00
Liberal Democrats for Peace & Security
Trident: Time to decide
‘Dangerous, expensive and useless’ as a retired general put 
it.  Let’s make our minds up now and say: ‘No New Trident!’
Charter Suite, Holiday Inn

 

Exploiting your opponents’ weaknesses
Shaun Roberts and Chris Leaman, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 3, HIC

Your local party checklist
Dave Hodgson and Colin Ross, Membership Department.
Queen’s Suite 4, HIC

How to support a woman candidate
Jo Swinson MP, GBTF.  All welcome.
Queen’s Suite 5, HIC

Organising the most effective polling day you can
Richard Pinnock and Andrew Reeves, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

Election expenses and returns
Ruth Milburn and Neil Trafford, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 7, HIC

MPs’ staff briefing
Hilary Stephenson.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

Campaigning in the last week
Kev O’Connor, Agents Association.
Queen’s Suite 9, HIC

Lunchtime fringe

13.00-14.00
Association of Colleges
Can universities learn from colleges?
Government proposes allowing FE colleges to award their 
own foundation degrees.  Join Sarah Teather MP on the 
merits of foundation degrees.  and whether HE can learn 
anything from FE.  Refreshments available.
Bramham Suite, Holiday Inn

13.00-14.00
Liberal Democrat European Group
Human Rights: EU at 50
Chair: Ed Featherstone.  Sarah Ludford MEP; Catherine 
Wolthuizen, Director Fair Trials Abroad; and Lotte Leicht, EU 
Director Human Rights Watch; discuss progress made by 
the EU at 50.  
Charter Suite, Holiday Inn

Conference fringe Friday 2nd March

Conference fringe Saturday 3rd March
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13.00-14.00
ippr north
Progressive Liberalism: Time for renewal?
Speakers: Nick Clegg MP, Shadow Home Secretary; David 
Laws MP, Shadow Work and Pensions Secretary; Dr Stuart 
White, Jesus College, Oxford.  This event launches ippr’s new 
publication, Progressive Liberalism. 
Harewood 1, Holiday Inn

13.00-14.00
CentreForum / LGA Liberal Democrat Group
Power, actually
Speakers: Barbara Janke, Leader of Bristol; Warren Bradley, 
Leader of Liverpool;  Peter Arnold, Newcastle City Council. 
Come and hear how the Liberal Democrats are governing 
some of Britain’s core cities.  
Harewood 2, Holiday Inn

13.00-14.00
Local Government Association
Climate Change Commission – first hearing
Standing on the edge of the apocalypse or hysterical 
overreaction?  This is your chance to participate in the key 
debate of our time.
Ripley Suite, Holiday Inn

13.00-14.00 
Health Policy Working Group
Reclaiming the NHS
An opportunity for party members to air their views on 
the NHS today and suggest ideas for future direction with 
members of the health policy working group.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

13.00-14.00 
ALDES
Where small is very beautiful
This meeting will present the incredibly exciting ‘small 
is beautiful’ science of nanotechnology.  Hear how 
nanotechnology is cutting carbon emissions, producing 
self-cleaning windows, killing cancer cells and more.
Queen’s Suite 2, HIC

13.00-14.00
New Local Government Network
NLGN debate: Balancing the Books
Balancing the Books: Can local government survive the 
Comprehensive Spending Review?  Andrew Stunnell MP, 
Shadow Secretary of State, DCLG; Julia Goldsworthy MP, 
Shadow Chief Secretary; John Shipley, Leader, Newcastle 
City Council.  
Queen’s Suite 3, HIC

13.00-14.00
ALTER
Chris Huhne on ‘green’ taxes
Chris Huhne will speak on ‘Land Value Taxation: the 
greenest tax of all?’
Queen’s Suite 4, HIC

13.00-14.00
CHARD Group (1992)
Annual General Meeting
Members only.
Queen’s Suite 5, HIC

13.00-14.00
Women Liberal Democrats
Women against fundamentalism
All welcome to WLD’s thought-provoking discussion.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

13.00-14.00
Leadership Centre for Local Government
The time, the place?
The White Paper argues the key role of local authorities 
is place shaping.  Hear Cllr Isobel McCall, Milton Keynes 
leader and others, on how this will shape liberal democrat 
localities.
Queen’s Suite 7, HIC

13.00-14.00
Liberal Democrat Disability Association (LDDA)
EGM
Various constitutional matters need to be agreed.  Also 
there will be feedback on progress since last September, 
including ways that the Party is trying to improve things for 
disabled members.  Members only.  
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

Leadership Centre for local government

Leadership Centre

Presents 

The time, the place?

Date: Saturday March 3
Time: 1–2pm
Venue: Queen’s Suite 7, Harrogate International Centre 

Lunch provided

Speakers:

Cllr Isobel McCall, leader, Milton Keynes Council

Cllr Kath Pinnock, group leader, Kirklees Council

Leadership Centre for Local Government 
Warwick House
25 Buckingham Palace Road
SW1W 0PP
Tel 020 7630 2180
www.localleadership.gov.uk

With the White Paper and the Lyons Review both
arguing for the key role of local authorities being
place shaping, just how will a Liberal Democrat town
or county be different? Join us for lunch and find out. 

LCLG March 3 Ad v2.qxd  25/1/07  5:11 pm  Page 1Conference fringe Saturday 3rd March
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All at 16.00-17.30 TRAINING  SESSIONS

Winning in the last week
Mark Alcock and Eleanor Ritchie ,ALDC.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

Help!  No-one has a majority
Barbara Janke, ALDC.
Queen’s Suite 2, HIC

Planning your campaign
Shaun Roberts and Ruth Milburn, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 3, HIC

Communicating with members and supporters
Dave Hodgson and Chris Keating , Membership.  
Department.
Queen’s Suite 4, HIC

Making a positive impression one-to-one
Ros Harper, GBTF.  Women only.
Queen’s Suite 5, HIC

Planning your letter campaign
Dave McCobb and Andrew Reeves, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

Voter ID
Neil Trafford and Chris Leaman, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 7, HIC

The count
Colin Penning and Adam Teladia, Agents Association.
Queen’s Suite 9, HIC

Evening fringe

18.00-19.15
LGA Liberal Democrat Group
Council Group of the Year
The speeches, the tears, the champagne! Find out who’s 
won this time as councils across England and Wales battle it 
out for awards in various fields.  Invitation only.
Bramham Suite, Holiday Inn

18.00-19.30
Liberty Network / LDEG
50th Anniversary – Treaty of Rome
Chair: Ed Featherstone.  Speakers: Nick Clegg MP; Andrew 
Duff MEP, Leader, Lib Dem European Parliamentary Party; 
Richard Moore.  Panel discussion and Q&A session followed 
by drinks reception.
Harewood 2, Holiday Inn

18.15-19.30 
Liberal Democrat Lawyers Association
Sex-trafficking, slavery and law
Chair: Jonathan Marks QC.  Speakers: Liz Lynne MEP; other 
speaker to be announced.  Refreshments.
Charter Suite, Holiday Inn

13.00-14.00 
ALDC / ALDE
New Europeans initiative
Campaigning to register and win the vote of the UK’s ‘new’ 
European residents.  Many Poles and others are eligible for 
Local and European elections.  Developing our LD response.  
Refreshments provided.
Queen’s Suite 9, HIC

Afternoon fringe

14.00-15.00
Liberal Democrat European Group
Annual General Meeting
To announce the result of the annual elections to the 
Executive and to receive and debate motions submitted by 
members and the Executive.
Charter Suite, Holiday Inn

14.30-15.45
Liberal Democrat Education Association
Annual General Meeting
Chair: Mrs.  Katherine Egan.  The Annual General Meeting of 
the Liberal Democrat Education Association.
Bramham Suite, Holiday Inn

All at 14.30-15.45 TRAINING  SESSIONS

Workshop on local leadership and communities
ALDC with Pascoe Sawyers from the IDeA.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

Quality effective literature
Neil Trafford and Charles Glover, ALDC.
Queen’s Suite 2, HIC

Dealing with negative campaigning
Dave McCobb and Duncan Borrowman, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 3, HIC

Speaking in schools and colleges
Simon Drage and Chris Gurney, LDYS.
Queen’s Suite 4, HIC

Planning and winning your selection campaign
Ros Harper, GBTF.  Women only.
Queen’s Suite 5, HIC

Beating the Tories
Shaun Roberts and Andrew Reeves, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

Making the best use of the postal vote
Neil Fawcett and Mel Ab Owain, Campaigns.
Queen’s Suite 7, HIC

Taking better photographs
Chris Leaman and Dave Radcliffe, Agents Association.
Queen’s Suite 9, HIC
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18.15-19.30
Local Government Information Unit and 
The Young Foundation
Future Councillors 2012
LGiU and Young Foundation have teamed up to explore the 
future role of local councillors.  Drawing upon recent JRF 
research, this fringe will shine new light on the ‘frontline’ 
role.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

18.15-19.30
Liberal Democrats Training Task Group
What’s new in training
Find out what’s in store for party training, and what’s 
happening to make opportunities for learning and 
development more accessible to more members and 
activists.  Guest speakers.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC

18.15-19.30
Ethnic Minority Liberal Democrats (EMLD)
Is Britain a racist country?
Chair: Cllr Meral Ece, EMLD.  Guest speakers.  Debate about 
multiculturalism and racism.
Queen’s Suite 9, HIC

20.00-21.15
ALDC / LGA
Countdown to the Local Elections
Speakers include the new Director of Campaigns, Hilary 
Stephenson, and Andrew Stunell MP.  Plus the launch of the 
new By-Election Pack.  Champagne for the first 50 bringing 
their Focus leaflets.
Charter Suite, Holiday Inn

20.00-21.15
Liberal Democrats Online (LDO)
The American mid-term elections
Mark Pack, Liberal Democrat Head of Innovations, and 
Martin Tod, PPC for Winchester and inventor of Flock 
Together, discuss the technology used in the US mid-term 
elections and its implications for UK campaigning.
Ripley Suite, Holiday Inn

22.00-23.00
LGA Liberal Democrat Group
Next Generation reception 
Following on from its success last year, we continue with 
the tradition of holding a reception for talented Liberal 
Democrat Councillors in celebration of the Next Generation.  
Charter 2, Holiday Inn

22.00-02.30 GLEE  CLUB
The traditional end-of-conference celebration of songs old 
and new.  Pick up the Liberator songbook so you can make 
the most of the occasion to raise the roof, with songs from 
the days of Gladstone and Lloyd George to razor-sharp 
satirical songs from 20 years of the Liberal Revue.
Harewood Suite, Holiday Inn

18.15-19.30 
ALDC / LDYS
Affordable housing crisis
Hidden homelessness, right-to-buy, key workers forced out, 
community connection, second-home owners, buy-to-let 
investors, and economic migrants… Shelter and other key 
players search for solutions for the young and excluded.
Harewood 1, Holiday Inn

18.15-19.30 
CentreForum
Waiting for Gordo
What will a Brown premiership mean for the Liberal 
Democrats?  Chair: Neil Sherlock.  Speakers: Dr Vince Cable 
MP; Willie Rennie MP; Professor Paul Whiteley, University of 
Essex.  Refreshments.
Ripley Suite, Holiday Inn

18.15-19.30
Beveridge Group
And other inconvenient truths
Social policy and spending.  Speakers to be confirmed.  
Inaugural meeting of the Beveridge Group to establish it 
as a party-wide group to consider radical policies for the 
future.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

18.15-19.30
Liberal Democrat Humanist & Secularist Group
Do religion and politics mix?
Speaker: Martin Horwood MP.  A topical issue that needs 
exploring, before you go to dinner!
Queen’s Suite 2, HIC

18.15-19.30
Liberal Democrat Forum for the Countryside (LDFC)
Policing rural communities today
Jeremy Browne MP; Roger Williams MP; Julia Goldsworthy 
MP; Robin Page and the Association of Chief Police Officers; 
will discuss the challenge of policing rural communities 
today.
Queen’s Suite 4, HIC

18.15-19.30
Islington Council Liberal Democrat Group
Greening Our Lib Dem Councils
Chris Huhne MP; Cllr Lucy Watt, Islington; and Cllr Serge 
Lourie, Richmond; outline how Liberal Democrat councils 
are already putting our green principles into practice while 
the Government dithers.  
Queen’s Suite 5, HIC

18.15-19.30
Liberal Democrat Muslim Forum
Kashmir: present and future prospects 
Second Draft European Parliament Report.  A review, 
update and consultation with EU Rapporteur Baroness 
Emma Nicholson MEP.  Refreshments provided.
Queen’s Suite �, HIC
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09.00-10.30
LGA Liberal Democrat Group
Cut Crime Campaign Briefing
Speaker: Secretary Andrew Stunell, Liberal Democrat 
Shadow Communities and Local Government.  Come along 
to hear about how we can fight crime in our communities.  
This is a special briefing session for campaigners and 
councillors.  
Bramham Suite, Holiday Inn

 

Morning fringe

08.15-08.45
Liberal Democrat Christian Forum
Morning praise – a new earth?
Prayer and praise before conference.  Colin Breed MP will 
address the question ’why care for this earth when the new 
earth is coming soon?’ All welcome.
Queen’s Suite 1, HIC

 

 

14.00-16.30 Consultative Sessions:
   Climate Change
   Health
   4Rs (Articulation and Communication   
    in Primary Education)

15.00-17.30 Consultative Sessions:
   Better Governance
   Local Government Structures and   
   Finance

 Evening fringe

Conference diary 
Friday 2nd March

D
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Conference Timetable
2007

Autumn Conference 2007

Saturday 15th – Thursday 20th September

Deadline:  Wednesday
policy and business motions/ 23rd May
constitutional amendments/ 
amendments to standing orders

Conference Committee Saturday 
 2nd June 

Preliminary Agenda dispatch Wednesday 
 20th June 

Deadline:  Wednesday
amendments/ 11th July
topical motions 

Conference Committee Saturday 
 21st July 

Final Agenda dispatch Thursday 
 16th August 

Deadline:  Wednesday
amendments to topical motions 12th September
emergency motions/ 
questions to reports/
urgent issues

Conference fringe Sunday 4th March
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Daily Announcements and 
Advance Notice 

Make sure you collect your Advance Notice and Daily 
Announcements sheets and check out the 

information, updates and changes vital to your 
understanding of the day’s business.

Advance Notice will be available on Saturday 
morning and Daily Announcements on Sunday 

morning.

Collect your copy from the information desk as you 
enter the conference centre.
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Keep in touch with the Lib Dems 
on the Internet

 Morning fringe 

09.00-09.05 Formal Opening of Federal Conference
 Speech of Welcome by Phil Willis MP

09.05-09.30 Federal Conference Committee Report

 Standing Order Amendment

 Federal Policy Committee Report

09.30-10.00 Save Our Waterways

10.00-10.20 Presentation by Welsh Liberal 
Democrats

10.20-10.50 Water and Development

10.50-11.10 Speech by Dr Vince Cable MP

11.10-12.45 The Future of Britain’s Nuclear 
Deterrent

13.00-14.00 Lunchtime fringe

14.15-15.00 Question and Answer Session on Crime

15.00-16.30 Together We Can Cut Crime (Crime 
Prevention, Victims and Justice 

  Policy Paper)

16.30-16.50 Presentation: Liberal Democrat Group 
on South Somerset District Council

16.50-17.10 Speech by Michael Moore MP

17.10-17.40 Urgent Issue

17.40-18.00 Reports of the Parliamentary Parties of 
the Liberal Democrats

 Evening fringe

Conference diary 
Saturday 3rd March

D
iary

 Morning fringe

09.00-09.30 Emergency Motions

09.30-09.40 Speech by Simon Hughes MP, President 
of the Liberal Democrats

09.40-10.05 Report of the Federal Executive

 Report of the Federal Finance and 

 Administration Committee

 Report of the Campaign for Gender 
Balance

10.05-11.05 Green and Prosperous Communities 
– Local Regeneration for the 21st 
Century (Regeneration Policy Paper)

11.05-11.45 Sustainable Housing

11.45-13.00 Speech by the Rt Hon Sir Menzies 
(approx) Campbell MP, Leader of the Liberal 

Democrats

Conference diary 
Sunday 4th March

www.libdems.org.uk
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Conference venue

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

Main entrance

Springfield House 
entrance

Catering

Escalators for access 
to levels 4 and 5
and auditorium

Exhibition

ramp

Exhibition stands

Security and bag check area

➔

HALL  Q

Information 
desk

KING’S  SUITE

Lift & escalator up 
to Queen’s Suite
& Hall D

KINGS  ROAD

To Holiday Inn 
Hotel  ➔

Chair lift

Lift for 
disabled 
access to 
auditorium

L

(Not to scale)

To First 
Aid room

➔

Toilets

Security
bag

check

➔L

QUEEN’S  SUITE

➔

Holiday Inn

Auditorium

Car park 
entrance

Main entrance 
via Hall Q

Exhibition 
Hall Q level 3

Press Office 
level 4

Entrance to 
Springfield House

Fringe & training
Queen’s Suite

Registration
Hall D

Catering
King’s Suite
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Conference information
Everything you need to know about this year’s 
Spring conference is listed below in alphabetical 
order.  If you have any questions on-site, please go 
to the information desk or ask one of our friendly 
stewards.

Access

Access to all areas of the Harrogate International Centre 
(HIC) is possible only with a valid, visible conference 
photo pass, with the exception of the Queen’s Suite 
and Hall D.

The main entrance to the HIC is via Hall Q (level 3), 
where bag checks will be conducted.  See venue plan 
on page 31.

Car parks

There is a car park at the HIC with 450 spaces, including 
21 free disabled parking spaces.  For further 
information see transport and travel on page 40 and 
access and facilities for disabled people on page 39.

Cash points

There are numerous cash points that do not charge a 
fee in Harrogate town centre, approximately a four-
minute walk away.

Cloakroom

Under no circumstances will any large bags or 
suitcases be allowed into the auditorium or exhibition 
hall.

There is a cloakroom located on level 4 of the HIC.  A 
charge of £1 per item applies.  

Communications centre

The communications centre is located on level 5 of the 
HIC.

Consultative sessions

Consultative sessions take place on Friday 2nd March 
between 14.00 and 17.30.  See page � for details.

Crèche

The crèche is located in the Studley and Newby rooms 
of the Holiday Inn.  The crèche will be open at the 
following times:

Friday 2nd March 18.00 – 20.00
Saturday 3rd March 08.30 – 19.30 
Sunday 4th March 08.30 – 13.30

The Children Act 1991 strictly controls the ratio of staff 
to children in crèches.  This means that the crèche staff 
are not allowed to accept children who are not pre-
registered.

Daily Announcements and Advance Notice

An Advance Notice sheet will be published on Saturday.  
This will contain amendments to motions, urgent 
issues, emergency motions for debate or the ballot and 
questions to reports selected by the Conference 
Committee.

A Daily Announcements sheet will be published on 
Sunday and will be available at the start of the morning 
session from the information desk.  It will include last-
minute changes to the order of business, movers, 
emergency motions etc.

Please make sure you collect your Advance Notice and 
Daily Announcements sheets as the information they 
contain will always be vital to understanding the day’s 
business.

Deadlines

The deadline for:

l amendments to motions F5, F7, F9, F11 and F22
l emergency motions
l urgent issue topics
l questions to reports
l appeals

is 12.00 Tuesday 27th February.
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Procedure for submission

Questions to reports and nominations for urgent issue 
topics may be submitted by any voting representative.

Amendments, emergency motions and appeals must 
be signed by 10 voting representatives, or submitted by 
Local Parties, State Parties, Regional Parties in England, 
Federal Specified Associated Organisations or Federal 
Party Committees.

Appeals against non-acceptance of motions should:

a) be typed clearly on one side of an A4 sheet;
b) give a contact name and telephone number;
c)  include a copy of the original motion to which they 

relate; and
d) specify the justification for the appeal and provide 

new information of which the Conference 
Committee was unaware when it made its original 
decision.

Amendments, emergency motions, nominations for 
urgent issue topics, appeals and questions to reports 
should be sent to the Policy Projects Team, preferably 
by email to motions@libdems.org.uk, or by fax to 020 
7799 2170 or post to 4 Cowley Street, London SW1P 
3NB.  

A standard form is included with this Final Agenda; if 
faxing or posting, please use this or a photocopy.  Those 
submitting amendments are encouraged to include a 
short explanation of the intended effect of the 
amendment.

All items accepted for debate will be detailed in 
Saturday’s Advance Notice sheet.

Disabled persons’ access

Please see access and facilities for disabled people on 
page 39.

Distribution of literature

Distribution of literature is not allowed inside the HIC.  
Literature may be distributed outside the main 
entrance, subject to the discretion of the Chief Steward, 
the management and the police.  Exhibitors may only 
distribute material, sell raffle tickets etc directly from 
their stands.  Gangways, stairways, entrances and 
catering areas must not be used for this purpose.  

Fly-posting is prohibited inside the HIC.

Conference information continued

Documents for conference

If you pre-registered for conference before 2nd 
February, your photo pass will be mailed to you in mid-
February.  For those who register after this date, your 
photo pass and conference documentation will be 
available for collection from the registration area in 
Harrogate from 12.00 on Friday 2nd March.

The registration area is located in Hall D of the HIC.

Extra copies of the Conference Agenda and Directory 
are available for sale from the registration area for £5.00 
each.  You can also purchase a complete pack of policy 
papers from the information desk for £25.00.

Biodegradable, environmentally friendly bags have 
been issued free to representatives since 2004 at the 
autumn conference.  Please help keep our conference 
as environmentally friendly as possible by bringing 
yours along.  First-time members will be entitled to a 
free bag, subject to availability.  Replacement bags will 
cost £4.00, subject to availability.  Don’t throw yours 
away!

Emergency exits

The auditorium in the HIC has emergency exits located 
around the perimeter, numbered Towers 1-6; please 
note these are not the main entrances to the 
auditorium via the centre of the room.  In the event of 
an emergency, the lights will come on and the stage 
manager will direct you to the nearest exit.
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Emergency motions and urgent issues

The slot at F16 is reserved for an emergency motion 
debate or debates as described in standing orders: i.e.  
debates with a vote which make formal party policy 
like any other policy motion, but which refer to a 
development since the 3rd January deadline for 
motions.

Emergency motions may be the subject of priority 
ballots among representatives.  Ballot papers and the 
ballot box will be available at the stewards’ table in the 
auditorium.  The poll will be held, if necessary, between 
09.30 and 13.00 on Saturday 3rd March.  In the event 
that there is a simple choice between two motions, a 
card vote will be held in the main auditorium at 11.10 
on Saturday 3rd March.

The slot at F14 has been reserved for an urgent issue 
discussion.  Unlike other debates at Conference, this 
discussion will not make new party policy, but is 
intended to allow conference representatives and 
spokespeople an opportunity to discuss and comment 
on a political issue live at the time of Conference, but 
where it might be premature to move to formal policy-
making on that issue.

Suggestions for urgent issues may be submitted by any 
conference representative, and should be emailed to 
motions@libdems.org.uk by 12.00 on Tuesday 27th 
February.  

The title of the issue should be no more than ten words, 
and should not include an expression of opinion.  For 
example, ‘The Chaos on the Railways’ would be 
acceptable, ‘The Chaos on the Railways can be solved 
by Renationalisation’ would not.  Emails should include 
full contact details of the submitter and may include up 
to 100 words explanatory background.

The person submitting an issue chosen for one of these 
slots will be expected to speak for five minutes to 
introduce the discussion.  The relevant Parliamentary 
spokesperson will be invited to respond.  At the end of 
the debate, a member of the FPC will sum up the main 
points and suggest any further actions.

Exhibition

The exhibition is being held in Hall Q on level 3 of the 
HIC.  Please see pages 41 – 43 for opening times and 
exhibitor details.

First Aid

The First Aid room is located in Hall Q on level 3 of the 
HIC.  It will be staffed from 13.00 on Friday 2nd March 
until 14.00 on Sunday 4th March.

Flash photography

Representatives vulnerable to epilepsy should note 
that flash photography is frequently used in the 
conference auditorium.

Fringe 

For details of fringe meetings, see pages 23 – 29.

The official fringe meeting venues are the Queen’s 
Suite of the HIC, accessible via the Springfield House 
entrance on Kings Road, and the Holiday Inn, adjacent 
to the HIC.  See the venue plan on page 31.  
Conference photo passes are not required for access to 
fringe events in these venues.

HQ fringe events:

The Rally: 
Friday 2nd March, 18.30 – 19.30
Auditorium, HIC (see page 23).
(Conference photo pass required.)

Glee Club:  
Saturday 3rd March, 22.00 ‘til late.
Harewood Suite, Holiday Inn.

Information desk

The information desk is located in the foyer of Hall Q 
at the main entrance to the HIC (level 3).  It will be 
clearly marked and friendly members of the 
Conference Team can answer your questions.  

Conference information continued
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The information desk telephone number is: 

01423 537347

Information desk opening  times:

Friday 2nd March 13.00 – 20.00
Saturday 3rd March 08.30 – 18.30
Sunday 4th March 08.30 – 12.00 

Internet access

There is free wi-fi internet access in the HIC.  Cards are 
available from the HIC reception desk on level 4.

Interventions

See speaking at conference on page 37.

Lost photo passes

If you have lost your photo pass please report 
immediately to the registration area in Hall D of the 
HIC.  A replacement fee of £25.00 applies and photo 
passes are reissued at the discretion of the Chief 
Steward / Conference Organiser.

Lost property

With the exception of photo passes, which should be 
handed into registration, all items of lost property 
should be handed in to, and reclaimed from, the 
information desk in the foyer of Hall Q of the HIC.

Mobile phones / pagers

Please ensure that all mobile phones / pagers are 
switched off before entering the auditorium.

Newspapers

The Independent will be distributed free of charge at the 
main entrance to Hall Q of the HIC.

Photo passes

All conference photo passes are mailed prior to 
conference if registration details are received before 
2nd February.  If you do not receive your pass, please 
come to the information desk in the foyer of  Hall Q of 
the HIC.  

Photo pass identification codes and colours

Party members – Yellow
 Conference representatives – VOR
 Non-voting members – NVO
 Parliamentarians – PAR
 Day visitors –  DA – sat
              DA – sun
 Party Officers – POF

Non-members – Grey
 Commercial observers – OBS
 Diplomats – DIP
 International guest – ING
 Sister party member – SPG
 Exhibitor – EXH
 NGO / charity – NGO
 Contractor – CTR
 Party exhibitor – PEX

Media – Pink
 All media – MED

Staff – Orange
 Headquarters staff – HQS
 Party staff – PST
 Trainer – TNR

Conference Management – Green
 Federal Conference Committee – FCC
 Stewards – STW
 Conference Office staff – ORG

Policy motions: federal / state applicability

All motions are Federal in application unless otherwise 
stated.  

Conference information continued
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Autumn Conference 2007
the Rally

The highest attended meeting of conference
Prime time scheduling with no clashing events

An excellent profile-raising opportunity

The Rally at autumn conference 2007 is open to any 
party body or group of members to organise through a 
bidding process.  

The deadline for bids is Monday 12th March and 
a decision will be made by the end of March.  The 
organisation that wins the bid will get support from the 
conference office and FCC but needs to be prepared to 
put the time in to make it a good event.  

It is a great way to raise your organisation’s profile in 
the party.  If you are interested in running the Rally 
please contact Ruth Polling (r.l.polling-alumi@lse.ac.uk) 
to discuss and get a copy of the tender document 
outlining what is required from a bid.  
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Postal and telephone facilities

The staff on the HIC reception desk located on level 4 of 
the building can accept post; there are also stamps 
available for purchase.

Press office

The press office is located on level 4 of the HIC.  The 
press office telephone number is 01423 53729�.  It is 
open during the following times:

Friday 2nd March 14.00 – 18.00
Saturday 3rd March 08.30 – 18.00
Sunday 4th March 08.30 – 13.30

Recycling facilities

Recycling points will be located throughout the HIC 
and Holiday Inn.

Refreshments

Hot and cold meals and soft drinks are available in the 
King’s Suite catering area on level 3 of the HIC.  
Alcoholic beverages, tea and coffee will be served from 
the bar on level 5 of the HIC.

Registration on-site

Please complete the relevant registration form and take 
it to the registration desk in Hall D of the HIC, 
accessible via the Springfield House entrance on Kings 
Road.  You do not need a photograph, one will be taken 
free of charge.  If you have any questions, one of our 
Conference Team will help.

You can register on-site at the following times:

Friday 2nd March 12.00  – 20.00
Saturday 3rd March 08.30 – 18.30
Sunday 4th March 08.30 – 12.00 

Tip: Queuing for on-site registration can take up to 
three hours.  Save time on-site by downloading and 
completing a registration form before you arrive from 
www.libdems.org.uk .  

Party members full registration

 Cost: £71

All Party members are entitled to attend all sessions of 
the Conference once registered.  Only elected 
representatives may vote.  To register on-site as a 
voting, substitute, or non-voting member, you will need 
to bring:

l Party membership card
l Proof of personal identity
l Completed registration form (available onsite or 

download from www.libdems.org.uk)

Tip: Register online at www.libdems.org.uk up to 
midnight Sunday 18th February.  To collect your badge 
and documents, go to the information desk in the foyer 
of Hall Q on level 3 of the HIC.

Party members – day visitors

Cost: Full day: £18; Afternoon only: £14.
Claimants: Full day: £11; Afternoon only: £8.

Proof of current party membership, and of claimant 
status if appropriate, is required in all cases.

Security and safety

All security measures are taken in consultation with the 
police and HIC management.  

Conference photo passes must be worn visibly at all 
times in all areas of the HIC with the exception of Hall 
D and the Queen’s Suite.  Anyone found in the secure 
area without a valid pass will be escorted from the 
building.

All bags will be searched at the main entrance to the 
HIC.  Under no circumstances will any large bags or 
suitcases be allowed into the building.  Any bag left 
unattended will be brought to the attention of the 
police and may be removed and/or destroyed.  Please 
use the luggage tag in your delegate pack to identify 
your personal items.

Conference information continued
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Advertise in 
Daily Announcements

Daily Announcements, issued to attendees on the 
Saturday and Sunday at Spring conference and Sunday 
to Thursday at Autumn conference, are the ideal 
vehicles for circulating up-to-the minute information to 
conference-goers.

For information about advertising and rates, contact 
Carol Caruana on 020 7227 1323 or email c.caruana@
libdems.org.uk (or via a conference steward at 
Harrogate).

Artwork should be supplied by email or on disk as a pdf 
or as a simple layout as a Word file and emailed to 
c.caruana@libdems.org.uk or deposited in the Daily 
Announcements pigeon hole at the information desk 
by 10.00am of the day before distribution.



Conference Agenda and Directory  37

Make Britain fairer

Smoking

In accordance with party policy, the Harrogate 
International Centre is entirely non-smoking.  

Speaking at conference

Only four categories of people are entitled to speak in a 
debate at conference:

l Conference representatives (or substitutes) who 
have paid their full registration fee for the 
conference (i.e.  not day visitors).

l Non-voting members who have paid their full 
registration fee for the conference (i.e.  not day 
visitors).

l Persons who are ex-officio representatives (e.g.  
Parliamentary Spokespersons).

l Persons who have been given permission to speak 
by the Conference Committee.

No other person may be called to speak in debates.  

Anyone who is entitled and wishes to speak must 
complete a speaker’s card to speak in the debate.  Cards 
can be obtained from the Steward overseeing the block 
of seats in which you are sitting or from the information 
desk from Friday afternoon.  It is important that you 
supply all the information requested on the card and 
make sure that you complete all the sections legibly.  

Hand the completed card to a steward in the 
auditorium before the beginning of the morning or 
afternoon in which the relevant debate occurs.  If this is 
not possible, hand it in well in advance of the debate.  

Lengths of speeches

Lengths of speeches for each debate are shown after
each motion.  These times may be changed by the 
conference on a motion put by the Conference 

Committee or by the Chair of the session (Standing 
Order 9.7).  

The speaker’s rostrum has three lights.  The green light 
is switched on at the beginning of the speech.  The 
amber light is switched on 60 seconds before the end 
of the speech.  The red light is switched on when all the 
time is used up, and speeches must stop immediately.  
Duplicate lights will be visible to the audience on either 
side of the stage.

Interventions

There will be interventions during debates F9 and F11.  
This procedure offers representatives the opportunity 
to make concise (one-minute) speeches from the floor 
during the debate on the motion.  Eligibility to make an 
intervention is exactly the same as for those wishing to 
make a speech.  

There are two microphones in the body of the 
auditorium facing the platform.  Those wishing to speak 
during interventions should take their place in the 
designated seats and complete the form handed to 
them by the Steward overseeing those seats.  Three 
lights will be visible on either side of the platform: the 
green light is switched on at the start of the 
intervention; the amber light will show 20 seconds 
before the end of the intervention; the red light will be 
switched on at the end of one minute and the 
intervention must stop immediately.

Stewards

The security team includes volunteer stewards who act 
under the direction of the Chief Steward, whose 
decision is final in any dispute regarding security.  The 
Chief Steward reserves the right, acting in conjunction 
with police advice, to search anyone in the HIC or 
Holiday Inn at any time, and the right to remove anyone 
from the building.

Conference information continued
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Paperless conference
To try to make conference more environmentally 

friendly, we offer a paperless option so you can receive 
online versions of consultation and policy papers rather 

than hard copy – tick the paperless registration box 
when you next register.

To receive conference emails,  send an email to 
conferences@libdems.org.uk with ‘Email Address’ in the 
subject.  We will not release your details to third parties.
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Submission of amendments etc

See under deadlines on page 32.

Substitute conference representatives

If you have received a non-voting photo pass (NVO) but 
are attending this year’s conference as a substitute 
conference representative, you need to:

l Contact an officer of your local party.
l Ask them to write a letter to Membership Services 

with the name, address and membership number of 
the representative you are substituting for, as well as 
your own full details, before 12.00, Friday 23rd 
February.

l Bring a copy of the letter to the membership desk,  
in Hall D in the HIC, to have your substitute voting 
status verified.

l Collect a replacement pass from the membership 
desk in Hall D in the HIC.

Training events

Only Party members may attend training events.  For 
entry to training events you must show a valid 
conference photo pass or Party membership card.

Transport and travel 

See page 40 for transport and travel information.  

Urgent issues

See emergency motions and urgent issues, page 34.

Venues

The main conference venue is:

Harrogate International Centre (HIC) 
Kings Road, Harrogate, HG1 5LA
Tel: +44 (0) 1423 500 500
Fax: +44 (0) 1423 537 210
www.harrogateinternationalcentre.co.uk

The main conference sessions will take place in the 
auditorium of the HIC.  

The official conference hotel (adjacent to HIC):

The Holiday Inn
Kings Road, Harrogate, HG1 1XX
Tel: +44 (0) 1423 849 988
Fax: +44 (0) 1423 524 435
www.holiday-inn.co.uk.

Voting and non-voting photo passes

If you have received a non-voting photo pass (NVO) 
and believe you are an elected conference 
representative, you need to:

l Get an officer of your local party to inform the 
Membership Department at Cowley Street of the 
conference representatives of your local party.  This 
must be done in writing and signed by an officer of 
your local party.  Your voting status cannot be 
changed over the phone.

l Write to: Membership Services, 4 Cowley Street, 
London, SW1P 3NB.  Fax to 020 7976 8421.  Email to 
ld_membservs@cix.co.uk

l Collect the appropriate pass from the membership 
desk in Hall D in the HIC.

Website

For conference details online, please see 
www.libdems.org.uk/conference.  

Conference information continued
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Harrogate 2007
Members’ training programme 

Free training for party members
An extensive range of training courses will take 

place at conference, in the Queen’s Suite of 
the HIC on Friday:  09.15–17.30 and
Saturday:  09.15-10.45, 11.00-12.30, 

14.30-15.45 and 16.00-17.30.

These courses are open to all party members – on 
presentation of a conference photopass or 

membership card.

Full details of the training courses are listed in the 
fringe guide on pages 23 to 29.

First-Timers’ 
Guide to Conference 

All first-time attendees at conference welcome

Location: Charter Suite, Holiday Inn
Time: 13.00 – 14.00 

Date: Friday 2nd March
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Access and facilities for 
disabled people
Both the Harrogate International Centre (HIC) and the 
Holiday Inn Hotel are fully accessible by wheelchair.

The Harrogate International Centre

The main entrance to the HIC is through Hall Q , on 
level 3 (see plan on page 31).  The security bag checks, 
exhibition, information desk and catering are all 
through the Hall Q main entrance.  The lifts from Hall Q 
will take you up to the auditorium and other levels.  
Registration is in Hall D, which is accessible by lifts via 
the Springfield House entrance on Kings Road.

Electric buggies and wheelchairs

The HIC has a limited number of electric buggies and 
wheelchairs available to be used by conference 
members.  They will need to be returned each evening 
for charging.  Further details can be obtained from 
Stuart Bennett at the HIC on 01423 537366 or stuart.
bennett@harrogate.gov.uk.  

In the auditorium

Conference representatives who are wheelchair users 
should take the lift to level 6a to access the designated 
area within the auditorium.  However, if you are a 
wheelchair user and wish to speak in a debate at 
conference, please take the lift to level 5.  You can then 
access the auditorium via the main sloped entrance.  
The slope is quite long and steep so those using 
manual wheelchairs may need assistance.  

There is a ramp to the front of the stage in the 
auditorium.

The hearing loop covers the block in front of the 
speakers’ and stewards’ table.

Communications centre

There is a dedicated wheelchair-level workstation in 
the communications centre on the upper section of 
level 5 of the HIC.

Disabled toilets

There are disabled toilets in the HIC on level 4 and 5, in 
Hall Q (level 3) and in the Queen’s Suite.
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Car parking 

There is free disabled parking on the green level of the 
HIC underground car park.  14 disabled spaces are 
located in front of the lift.  There is lift access to all levels 
of the HIC.

Access to the Holiday Inn

Access to the Holiday Inn Hotel is via the main entrance.  
The hotel has three disabled car parking spaces for 
residents.  Access to the first floor meeting room is via 
one of the three lifts in the foyer.

Other requirements

If you have any specific requirements that are not 
mentioned, please contact Emma Harris,  email emma.
harris@libdems.org.uk, before 19th February and she 
will endeavour to assist if it is at all possible.

Information and assistance at conference

Robert Littlehales is the disabled access steward at 
conference.  You can contact him on 07712 667702 or 
at rlittlehales@aol.com.  

Services to the blind and 
visually impaired

Copies of the Conference Agenda 
and Directory and other 
conference documents can be 
made available on request in 
audio format on CD, as pdf or 
Word files, on coloured paper or 
in large print.

Please contact Emma Harris, 
emma.harris@libdems.org.uk or 
020 7227 1350,  by Monday 19th 
February.
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Transport and travel
For map of Harrogate, please see page 52.

By train

GNER trains run from London Kings Cross to Leeds or 
York.  Change at either destination using Northern Rail 
for Harrogate.  From York, trains operate on average 
every hour and at 11 past the hour with varying 
journey times dependent on the time of day.  From 
Leeds the trains are every 20 minutes.

For journeys from other destinations and train times, 
visit:

www.nationalrail.co.uk

By car 

If you are travelling by car, please remember to car 
share where possible!  

From London, journeys take approx 4.5 hours 
depending on the time of travel.  Take the M1 – A1(M) 
exit Wetherby (Wetherby is 9 miles from Harrogate).

From the North A1, exit Wetherby or Knaresborough 
(Knaresborough exit is 8 miles from Harrogate).

Journeys can be planned in detail by visiting www.
theaa.com.

Cars may be parked in either the HIC Red car park 
(height: 2.1m) or the HIC Green car park (height: 2.05m).  
There are a total of 450 parking spaces, including 14 
disabled access spaces in the Green car park and 7 in 
the Red car park (see also access and facilities for 
disabled people on page 39).  Parking for disabled 

persons is free,  other fees range from £3.50 for up to 3 
hours to £10.00 for 24 hours.

By air

Harrogate is well served by Leeds Bradford 
International Airport, which operates internal flights to 
the majority of UK airports.  Leeds Bradford Airport is 12 
miles from the HIC.

Leeds Bradford International Airport: 
Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS19 7TU. 
Enquiry Desk Tel: 0113 250 9696.

Bus services (local)

Harrogate and the surrounding area have an extensive 
and efficient local bus service.  The main bus station is 
located on Station Parade, Harrogate.  A staffed 
Information Kiosk is located at Harrogate Bus Station, 
and is open as follows:

Mondays to Fridays 06.00 – 24.00
Saturdays 08.00 – 24.00
Sundays 09.00 – 23.30

Further information and timetables, including routes to 
Leeds, Skipton, Pateley Bridge, Ripon, Boroughbridge 
and Wetherby, can be obtained by visiting:

Harrogate & District Travel, 
www.harrogateanddistrict.co.uk.

Information from the Yorkshire Dales Public Transport 
Users Group, including routes from Harrogate to 
Pateley Bridge, Grassington, Skipton, Middlesmoor, 
Hawes and Leyburn can be found at: 

www.dalesbus.org

Or plan your bus journey using the online journey 
planners recommended by North Yorkshire County 
Council:

www.transportdirect.info
www.traveline.org.uk

Taxi services (local)

The following companies provide a taxi service:

Yellowline 01423 521 531
Central 01423 50 50 50
Mainline 0500 131 211 (freephone)
Blueline 01423 503 830
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To 
auditorium

The exhibition will be located in Hall Q on level 3 of the 
HIC, beyond the main entrance and security area.  
Please come and visit all the exciting stands!

Exhibition opening times are as follows:

Friday 2nd March 13.00 – 17.30
Saturday 3rd March 08.30 – 18.30
Sunday 4th March 08.30 – 13.30

The exhibition

Plan of the exhibition, HIC Hall Q
27 28

Catering

To
ile

ts

Chair
lift

Exhibiton 
stand.

To Main 
entrance

➔

Exhibitors listed by stand number

➔

©
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25 26 29 32 3330

34

36
15 17

21

23

37

432

8 9

22

20

13

24

12 11

19

1 DELGA
2 Yorkshire Region / Diana Wallis MEP
3 Liberal Democrat History Group
4 Liberal Democrats Online (LDO)
8 CHARD Group
11 EARS
12 Liberal Democrat Humanists & Secularists Group
13 Westminster Books / Lib Dem Books
14 Passenger Transport Executive Group (pteg)
15 Liberty
17 WRAP
19 Liberal Democrat Education Association
20 DAGGER
21 Northcliffe Press (Harmsworth Printing)
22 Liberal Democrat Image
23 Green Liberal Democrats

24 LDDA
25 Women Liberal Democrats
26 Liberal Democrat Christian Forum
27 Campaign for Gender Balance
28 Liberator
29 Liberal Democrat Youth & Students
30 Agents & Organisers Association
31 CentreForum
32 Liberal Democrat Christmas Draw
33 Liberal Democrat Forum for the Countryside
34 ALDES – Engineers & Scientists
35 Parliamentary Candidates Association (PCA)
36 Association of Liberal Democrat Councillors (ALDC)
37 ALTER
39 Liberal Democrat European Group
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Stand 1
DELGA
The party organisation committed to promoting the policies 
of the party to gay men, lesbians, bisexuals and trans-
gendered people, and to ensure that the party’s policies 
address their needs.

Stand 11
EARS
EARS, HandS and Casework Manager, the 
complete solution.  EARS for campaigning 
and elections, HandS for membership and 
supporters, Casework Manager for casework.  Try them all on 
our stand.  Training available.

Stand 23
Green Liberal Democrats  
The green campaign group of the Liberal Democrats.  For 
more information, see our website: www.greenlibdems.org.uk

Stand 26
Liberal Democrat Christian Forum
Open to Liberal Democrats of all denominations.  We hold 
fringe meetings and services during Party Conferences, 
attend Regional Conferences and publish a quarterly 
newsletter.  Meet us at our stand. 

Stand 32
Liberal Democrat Christmas Draw
Visit us at stand 32 to see how we can help 
you pay for those extra campaign tools.

Stand 24
Liberal Democrat Disability Association
Come and see how we can help you campaign on disability 
issues.  Come and join us and spread the word on disability 
and the issues facing people with disabilities. 

Stand 19
Liberal Democrat Education Association
Publications and information available.  Staff will be on hand 
to answer questions on Liberal Democrat education issues. 

Stand 39
Liberal Democrat European Group
Budget rebate.  CAP Reform.  MEPs.  Constitution.  We have 
the briefings and the campaign materials: everything you 
need to know about Europe and how to campaign on it.  
www.ldeg.org.
 
Stand 33
Liberal Democrat Forum for the Countryside
The LDFC is dedicated to the countryside and its traditional 
way of life now being threatened by climate change, 
globalisation and urban domination – visit stand 33. 
 

Stand 30
Agents & Organisers 
Association  
We support Liberal Democrat agents and organisers with 
training and information services.  We publish the popular 
Agents Manual.  Accreditation after our training helps agents 
demonstrate their status within the Party.

Stand 36
Association of Liberal Democrat Councillors 
ALDC represents Liberal Democrat 
Councillors and provides advice, information 
and resources for all Councillors and 
activists.  Visit us for publications, online resources and advice 
from ALDC and IDeA staff.  

Stand 34
ALDES – Engineers & Scientists 
ALDES is building a network of engineers, 
scientists and medics to support the Party’s 
policy-making in technical matters and 
ensure the voice of engineers and scientists is heard.

Stand 37
ALTER
Liberal Democrats for Land 
Value Taxation and Economic Reform.  

Stand 27
Campaign for Gender Balance  
For everyone who wants to see more 
Liberal Democrat women in Parliament.  
Thinking of standing?  Or can you help 
women gain the skills they need?  Come and let us know! 

Stand 31
CentreForum
The CentreForum is an independent, free-thinking forum for 
new ideas and progressive debate.

Stand 8
CHARD Group  (1992)
Interesting literature; quiz; amusing gimmicks to try… and a 
meeting place.

Stand 20
DAGGER
Liberal Democrats Action Group for gaining electoral reform 
in multi-member constituencies by means of the single 
transferable vote. 

Directory of exhibitors
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Stand 3
Liberal Democrat History Group
We promote the discussion and research of 
historical topics relating to the Liberal 
Democrats and its predecessors, the 
Liberal Party and SDP.  Quarterly Journal of Liberal History.  
New Dictionary of Liberal Thought.  www.liberalhistory.org.uk

Stand 12
Liberal Democrat Humanist & Secularist Group
Here to answer questions and renew membership.  Literature 
available. 

Stand 22
Liberal Democrat Image
Keep campaigning with Liberal 
Democrat Image.  Visit us on 
stand 22 and tell us what new products you need.  You can 
now order online at www.libdemimage.co.uk.

Stand 9
Liberal Democrat Lawyers Association
The link between the Party and those in, or interested in, the 
justice system and justice for all.  New members welcome.  
www.libdemlawyers.org.uk
 
Stand 29
Liberal Democrat Youth and 
Students
Visit the LDYS stand for 
merchandise, campaign postcards, campaign guides 
(including our speaking in schools pack) plenty of 
information on how you and LDYS can work together.

Stand 4
Liberal Democrats Online (LDO) 
Use email and websites to gain 
supporters and win votes!  Pick up 
your free guides to using the internet 
for campaigning at our stand or visit our website: 
www.online.libdems.org.

Stand 28
Liberator
Since first published in 1970, Liberator has provided a platform 
for Liberals to discuss and read ideas and enjoy light thrown 
into dark corners of their party.  Come and subscribe. 

Stand 15
Liberty
The UK’s leading human rights 
and civil liberties organisation.  
We campaign, lobby parliament, challenge unjust laws and 
provide advice & information.  Liberty is a membership 
organisation relying on the support of individuals.

Directory of Exhibitors continued

Stand 21
The Northcliffe Press     
(Harmsworth Printing)
Comprehensive newspaper design, printing & distribution 
services.  Highly competitive prices.  Special offer on 8-page 
newspapers (pay little more than 4-page price).  Conversion 
for web only £12 a page.

Stand 35
Parliamentary Candidates 
Association (PCA)
Find out more about the 
Parliamentary Candidates Association and how it can help 
you with your campaigning.  Whether you are a new member 
or a familiar face, come along and visit the stand.

Stand 14 
Passenger Transport Executive 
Group
pteg  represents the seven 
passenger transport executives 
in the UK.  It works with government and national 
stakeholders to make the case for funding and powers to 
improve public transport.

Stand 25
Women Liberal Democrats 
Celebrating 120 years of Liberal thinking and action.  

Stand 17
WRAP
Can you tell recycled from 
virgin paper?  Come to WRAP’S 
stand and find out.  WRAP is a not-for-profit company funded 
by the UK Government to improve waste reduction and 
recycling.

Stand 2
Yorkshire Region / Diana Wallis MEP
Yorkshire and Humber Lib Dems and Diana Wallis MEP invite 
members to visit our stand.  Find out what’s happening in the 
region and what your MEP is up to in Europe.

LibDem Books in association with the Westminster Bookshop

Stand No 13

Essential books on the Liberal Democrats 
past and present

Every book bought at Conference will see at least 
20% of the profits going to Party funds.
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Standing orders for Federal Conference

Business motion
A proposal to conduct the affairs of the Party in a particular 
way or to express an opinion on the way affairs have been 
conducted.

Business amendment
A proposal to change a business motion.  Any such proposal 
should be significant, should be within the scope of the original 
motion and must not be a direct negative.

Committee
Throughout these standing orders, Committee means the 
Federal Conference Committee unless otherwise qualified.

Constitutional amendment 
A proposal to change the constitution of the Party.  

Secondary constitutional amendment
An amendment to a constitutional amendment.  This must not 
introduce new material.

Consultative session 
A meeting where selected areas of policy or strategy are 
considered in greater depth than is possible in full debates.  

Day visitor
Someone who has paid the appropriate day visitor fee.  Day 
visitors are not entitled to speak or vote in full sessions of 
conference.

Elected representative
A person elected by a local party or an SAO to represent them 
at conference.  This term does not include substitutes appointed 
to replace an elected representative at a particular meeting of 
conference.  It does include elected representatives who have 
not registered for a particular meeting of conference.

Emergency motion
A proposal which relates to a specific recent development which 
occurred after the deadline for submission of amendments.  
Emergency motions must be brief.

Emergency amendment
An amendment to a motion which relates to a specific event 
which occurred after the deadline for the submission of 
amendments.  It must be brief and uncontentious.  

Full session
Any part of the conference agenda during which debates, 
urgent issue discussions or discussion of business, including 
formal reports, takes place.  This specifically excludes formal 
speeches such as those by the Leader or Party Officers.

Non-voting member
A party member who has paid the appropriate registration 
fee, but, because they are not an elected representative, is 
not entitled to vote at conference.  A non-voting member is, 
however, entitled to submit a speaker’s card for any item on 
which voting members may submit a speaker’s card.

Point of order
A suggestion to the chair of a debate that the conduct of the 
debate, as laid down in the standing orders, has not been 
followed correctly.

Policy motion
A proposal to adopt a new policy or reaffirm an existing one.  
This includes motions accompanying policy papers and pre-
manifesto papers.

Policy amendment
A proposal to change a policy motion.  Any proposal should be of 
significant importance, should be within the scope of the original 
motion and must not be a direct negative.

Policy paper
A paper prepared by the Federal Policy Committee and 
submitted to conference for debate under the terms of Article 
5.4 of the Federal Party constitution.

Pre-manifesto paper
A paper prepared by the Federal Policy Committee in the year 
before a Westminster or European Parliamentary election as an 
indication of the themes and policies likely to be included in 
the manifesto, and submitted to conference for debate.  A pre-
manifesto paper will not contain substantive new development 
of policy.

Procedural motion
A proposal that the conduct of a debate should be changed in 
a specific way.  Procedural motions are:

Move to next business
A proposal that the conference should cease to consider an 
item of business and immediately move to the next item 
on the agenda.

Reference back
A proposal to refer a motion or amendment to a named 
body of the Party for further consideration.

Request for a count
A request to the chair that a specific vote be counted and 
recorded rather than decided on the chair’s assessment of 
a show of voting cards.

Separate vote
A request to the chair of a debate that a part or parts of a 
motion or amendment should be voted on separately.

Suspension of standing orders
A proposal to relax specific standing orders for a stated 
purpose.

Special conference
An additional meeting of the conference requisitioned by the 
Federal Executive, Federal Policy Committee, conference itself or 
200 conference representatives under the provisions of Article 
6.6 of the Federal constitution.

Glossary of Terms
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Standing orders amendment
A  proposal to change these standing orders.

Secondary standing orders amendment
An amendment to a standing orders amendment.  This must 
not introduce new material.

Topical motion
A motion which would otherwise qualify as a policy or a 
business motion, but is either about an event which occurs after 
the deadline for submission of motions but before the deadline 
for submission of amendments or on a topic announced by 
the Committee in the Preliminary or Final Agenda as meriting 
a topical motion.  

Topical Motions (except for those announced in the Final 
Agenda but not published until the meeting of the conference) 

may have amendments submitted to them in the same way as 
policy or business motions.  Any such amendment should be of 
significant importance, should be within the scope of the original 
motion and must not be a direct negative.

Urgent issue discussion
A discussion on a policy issue of significant and topical 
relevance, conducted without a vote.  

Voting member
A person who is entitled to vote at conference.  This term 
includes substitutes replacing conference representatives 
for a particular meeting of conference.  It does not include 
conference representatives who have not paid any registration 
fee that may be in force nor does it include day visitors or 
observers who are not conference representatives.

1. The conference agenda

1.1 What is on the agenda
The agenda for each meeting of conference, other than a special 
conference, shall include time for:
a) One or more consultative sessions; save that the Committee 

may decide not to hold any consultative sessions at a spring 
conference.

b) A business session or sessions for the consideration of 
reports from the Parliamentary Party in the House of 
Commons, the Parliamentary Party in the House of Lords, the 
Parliamentary Party in the European Parliament, the Federal 
Executive, the Federal Policy Committee and the Federal 
Conference Committee together with, when appropriate, 
accounts, the annual report, business motions, constitutional 
amendments and standing order amendments.

c) Policy motions (including motions accompanying policy 
papers and pre-manifesto papers) and topical motions.

d) Emergency motions.
e) Urgent issue discussions.
f ) Any other business which the Committee thinks 

appropriate.
The time to be allocated to each type of business and the order 
of that business shall be decided by the Committee provided 
that conference may decide not to take any particular item on 
the agenda.

1.2 Conference or council of state parties
In addition, time before or after any meeting may be agreed 
with the relevant state party for a meeting of the conference 
or council of that party.

1.3 Right to submit agenda items
a)  Reports to conference may be submitted only by the 

relevant Federal Committee.
b) Business motions (including amendments, topical 

business motions and emergency business motions 
and amendments), constitutional amendments and 

secondary constitutional amendments, standing order 
amendments and secondary standing order amendments 
may be submitted by the Federal Executive, Federal Policy 
committee, state parties, regional parties in England, 
local parties, Specified Associated Organisations and 10 
conference representatives.  Business motions, standing 
order amendments and secondary standing order 
amendments may also be submitted by the Federal 
Conference Committee.

c) Motions accompanying policy papers and pre-manifesto 
papers may only be submitted by the Federal Policy 
Committee.

d) Policy motions (including amendments, topical policy 
motions, emergency policy motions and amendments) 
may be submitted by the Federal Policy Committee, 
state parties, regional parties in England, local parties, 
Specified Associated Organisations and 10 conference 
representatives.

e)  Proposals for urgent issue discussions may be submitted 
by any voting member.

1.4 How motions and amendments are submitted
All motions and amendments must be submitted to the 
Committee.  They must be typed clearly and accompanied 
by the name, address and telephone number(s) of a person 
authorised to agree to their being composited or redrafted.  
Motions submitted by conference representatives must be 
accompanied by all their signatures, names and addresses.

1.5 The deadlines by which motions and amendments 
and questions to reports must be submitted 

The Committee shall specify:
a) The closing date for the receipt of constitutional amendments 

and amendments to standing orders and policy motions 
accompanying policy papers.  This shall be at least 15 weeks 
before the start of conference.

b) The closing date for the receipt of policy and business 

Standing orders continued

Standing orders
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motions.  For the autumn conference, this shall be at least 
15 weeks before the start of conference.  For the spring 
conference, this shall be at least 8 weeks before the start of 
conference.

c) The due date for the publication of the Preliminary 
Agenda.

d) The closing date for receipt of amendments to the items 
published in the Preliminary Agenda and for the receipt 
of topical motions (autumn conference only) and policy 
motions accompanying pre-manifesto papers.  This shall 
be at least 8 weeks before the start of conference.

e) The closing date for the submission of questions to any of 
the reports listed in the Final Agenda, which shall be at least 
two days before the start of conference.

f ) Notwithstanding 1.5(e), questions may always be submitted 
to any of the reports listed in the Final Agenda arising from 
events occurring after the deadline specified in 1.5(e).  The 
deadline for these questions shall be one hour before the 
start of the business session at which the report is due to 
be considered.

g) The closing date for the submission of emergency motions 
and amendments and amendments to topical motions 
and policy motions accompanying pre-manifesto papers 
published in the Final Agenda, which shall be at least two 
days before the start of conference.

h)  The closing date for proposals for urgent issue discussions, 
which shall be at least two days before the start of 
conference.

1.6 Notification of deadlines
All dates specified under Standing Order 1.5 shall be notified 
to conference representatives and bodies entitled to submit 
motions.  Publication in the party newspaper may be treated 
as notice for this purpose.

1.7 Later deadlines in special circumstances
In special circumstances the Committee may specify later dates 
than those indicated above.  In particular, where developments 
which, in the opinion of the Committee, are of great importance 
have taken place after the closing date for emergency motions 
and questions to reports, the Committee may make time 
available for an additional emergency motion or for a statement 
to be made on behalf of the Party or for additional questions 
to be submitted to reports.

2. Consultative Sessions

2.1 The subjects for consultative sessions
The subjects for debate at consultative sessions shall be 
chosen by the Committee on the advice of the Federal Policy 
Committee and, where appropriate, the Federal Executive, and 
published in the Preliminary and Final Agendas.  Two or more 
such sessions may be held simultaneously.

2.2 Speaking at consultative sessions
Any member of the Party may be called to speak at a consultative 
session and, with the approval of the chair, non-members with 
relevant expertise may also be called.

2.3 Voting at consultative sessions
At the discretion of the chair a vote by show of hands may 
be taken to indicate the weight of opinion among members 
present on any issue that has been debated.

3. The Preliminary Agenda

3.1 The shortlisting of motions
The Committee shall draw up a Preliminary Agenda and shall 
decide which of the motions duly submitted shall be included 
in it.  For the autumn conference, the Committee may allocate 
time for one or more policy or business motions to be selected 
by ballot.

3.2  Motions for the amendment of the constitution or 
standing orders

Save as detailed below in Standing Order 4.3, all proposed 
amendments to the constitution or standing orders must 
be either selected for debate or included in a ballot to allow 
conference representatives to determine an order of priority 
for allocating time.  

3.3 Circulation of the Preliminary Agenda
The Preliminary Agenda, including the text of all motions 
selected for debate or included in a ballot, shall be circulated 
to those entitled to submit motions.  Copies of motions not 
selected shall be available for inspection and will be supplied 
to any conference representative on payment of a copying 
charge and postage.  

4. Selection of motions and amendments for both the 
Preliminary and Final Agendas

4.1 Compositing or otherwise altering motions
In drawing up both the Preliminary and Final Agenda the 
Committee shall seek to reflect the range of views in the Party 
as indicated by the motions and amendments submitted.  The 
Committee may:
a) Treat any severable part of a motion or amendment as a 

separate motion or amendment.
b) Redraft a motion or amendment so as to improve expression, 

remove inaccuracy or superfluity or take account of new 
developments.

c) Composite similar motions or amendments.

4.2 Selection of amendments
No amendment shall be selected if, in the opinion of the 
Committee, it is insubstantial, outside the scope of the motion, 
or tantamount to a direct negative of the motion.

4.3  Motions for the amendment of the constitution or 
standing orders

The Committee may refuse to select a motion for amendment 
of the constitution or standing orders if, in their opinion, it is:
a) Similar in effect to another motion which has been selected 

for debate or ballot at the same meeting of conference.
b) Similar in effect to a motion that has been rejected at either 

of the last two meetings of conference.
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c) In the case of amendments to the constitution, incomplete in 
that it leaves unamended some other part of the constitution 
which contradicts the meaning of the amendment.

d) In the case of amendments to standing orders, incomplete 
in that it leaves unamended some other part of standing 
orders which contradicts the meaning of the amendment.

e) Ambiguous.

4.4 Topical motions
The Committee may include any topical motion on the agenda.  
The Committee may announce, in the Preliminary and/or Final 
Agenda, that it has reserved time for a topical motion on a 
particular subject and invite submissions on that subject by 
the dates for the submission of topical motions and emergency 
motions, respectively, as specified in Standing Order 1.5 prior 
to the start of conference.

4.5 Emergency motions
The Committee may reject an emergency motion if:
a) It is similar in effect to another motion that has been 

selected for debate or ballot.
b)  It is similar in effect to a subject chosen for an urgent issue 

discussion .
c) It is unclear as to its meaning or intent or, in the opinion 

of the Committee, too poorly drafted to provide a sensible 
basis for debate.

d) It falls outside the definition of emergency motions.  
No amendment shall be taken to any motion selected under 
this Standing Order.

4.6 Ballots for emergency motions
All emergency motions, except those rejected under Standing 
Order 4.5, must be placed either on the agenda for debate or in 
a ballot for selection by Conference.  The Committee may hold 
separate ballots to select which of a range of emergency policy 
motions and which of a range of emergency business motions 
to debate.  If one or more ballots is held the Committee shall 
circulate the text of all balloted motions to the Representatives 
attending Conference as soon as practicable and shall specify 
a closing time for the ballot.  Following the counting of any 
ballots the Committee shall decide how many motions shall 
be debated in the time available.

4.7 Emergency amendments
The Committee shall have complete discretion whether to 
select emergency amendments for debate, save that emergency 
amendments shall not be taken at spring conference.

4.8  Urgent issue discussions
The choice of subjects for urgent issue discussions shall be 
made by the Officers of the Committee in consultation with 
the Officers of the Federal Policy Committee.  In choosing the 
subjects, the Officers shall have regard to the significance and 
topicality of the subjects proposed and whether they are likely 
to provoke a lively discussion.

4.9 Holding motions
A policy or business motion which contains no substantive 
text at the time of its submission (a ‘holding motion’) may be 

submitted for consideration by the Committee.  This includes 
policy motions intended to accompany policy papers yet to 
be published.  The Committee may accept no more than two 
such motions from any one body on to the agenda for any 
autumn conference, and one such motion from any one body 
for any spring conference.  In unusual circumstances, such as 
the conference immediately following a general election, the 
Committee shall have discretion to accept a higher number 
of holding motions.  A full account of the reasons for the 
submission of all holding motions shall be included in the 
report to conference of the relevant committee.

5. The Final Agenda 

5.1 Drawing up the Final Agenda
The Committee may, in drawing up the Final Agenda:
a) Transfer any constitutional or standing order amendment 

from the ballot to the agenda for debate.
b) Remove a motion which was on the Preliminary Agenda.
The Final Agenda shall be circulated to voting conference 
members as soon as practicable.

5.2 Balance between State and Federal policy debates
The Committee shall, in drawing up the Final Agenda, have due 
regard to the balance of State and Federal policy debates and 
in particular shall as far as possible organise the agenda so that 
all matters which relate to one or more state parties but not all 
State Parties or the Federal Party shall be considered at either 
the beginning or the end of the conference.  

�. Special meetings

6.1 Timetabling of special meetings
The Committee shall, as soon as practicable after the 
requisitioning of a special meeting of the conference, fix a 
date for the meeting, draw up a Preliminary Agenda and, if 
appropriate, specify a date for the submission of amendments.  
The Committee may, if necessary, proceed straight to a Final 
Agenda and set an appropriate deadline for amendments.  
The meeting shall deal only with the business stated in the 
notice of requisition save that the Committee may allow time 
for emergency motions and for business which is formal or, in 
its opinion, uncontentious.

6.2 Preferred timescales for special meetings
In setting dates for the submission of motions and amendments 
and giving notice thereof and of the conference itself the 
Committee shall endeavour to follow the timescales laid 
down elsewhere in these standing orders but, where this is not 
practicable, the Committee shall set such dates as it sees fit.

7. Appeals

7.1 Appeals against rejection of motions
The Committee shall provide written reasoning to the nominee 
of the proposers for the rejection of any motion or amendment 
or the removal of any motion from the Preliminary Agenda.  
The proposers may appeal, in writing, to the next meeting of 
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the Committee.  Any such appeal shall provide reasons why, 
in the opinion of the proposers, the expressed reasons for 
rejection are not valid.  If the appeal is allowed, the motion or 
amendment shall be treated as a topical or emergency motion 
or amendment according to the stage of the agenda-setting 
process at which the appeal has been allowed.

7.2 Appeals against exclusion from conference
Any person excluded from conference by a decision of the 
Chief Steward shall have the right of appeal to the Committee 
at the next of its regular meetings.  The exclusion shall remain 
in force pending the appeal.  If the person who is excluded is 
a voting member of conference, their local party or SAO shall 
be contacted immediately and invited to appoint a substitute 
for the remainder of the conference.

�. The chair

8.1 Who chairs conference
The President, if present, shall normally take the chair at the 
formal opening and closing of conference and when the Party 
Leader is making a formal speech from the platform.  At all 
other sessions the chair shall be appointed by the Committee.  
Normally no person shall chair more than one session at any 
meeting.

8.2 The chair’s aide
The Committee may appoint an aide or aides to assist the chair 
of each session.

9. Conduct of debate

9.1 Variation in the order of business
The Committee may propose to the conference a variation 
in the order of business as set out in the Final Agenda.  Such 
variation shall be put to the vote and shall take effect if 
approved by a majority of those voting.

9.2 Withdrawal of motions and amendments
Once the Committee has included a motion or amendment, 
or part of a motion or amendment, in the Final Agenda, it may 
not be withdrawn except by leave of conference.

9.3 The order of debate
The Committee shall direct the order of debate.  Generally, 
however, a motion will be moved and immediately thereafter 
the amendments and options will be moved in the order 
directed by the Committee.  There will then be a general debate.  
The movers of amendments and options (or their nominees) 
shall have the right of reply in the same order, after which the 
mover of the motion (or the mover’s nominee) shall have the 
right of reply.  Votes shall then be taken on the amendments and 
options in the order in which they have been moved and, finally, 
on the substantive motion.  The Committee may direct that part 
of any motion or amendment or groups or amendments may 
be the subject of a separate debate.

9.4  Urgent issue discussions
The Committee shall direct the order of the discussion.  Normally 

the proposer of the subject shall speak first, and a representative 
of the Federal Policy Committee shall speak last.

9.5 Who may speak
Only voting or non-voting members may speak at a full session 
of conference, save that other persons may speak in the 
following circumstances:
a) As a member of the Federal Policy Committee representing 

that committee in a policy debate.
b) As a member of the Federal Conference Committee 

representing that committee in debates on standing orders 
and matters of conference procedure.

c) As a member of the Federal Executive representing that 
committee on matters of party business.

d) If called by the chair of the session, after the Committee 
has given permission.  Such permission shall only be given 
exceptionally.

Additionally the Committee may invite any person to address 
the conference as a guest.

9.6 The special rights of the Federal Committees
Provided that the Federal Policy Committee is not proposing 
the motion or any of the amendments to be taken in a debate 
on a policy motion or on motions relating to the policy-making 
processes of the Party it shall have the right to nominate a 
person to report its views on the subject before the conference.  
The Federal Executive shall have similar rights on business 
motions or motions to amend the constitution, as shall the 
Federal Conference Committee on motions relating to the 
proceeding and procedures of the conference and to amend 
standing orders.  Such a person shall be called to speak for the 
same length of time as the person replying on behalf of the 
mover of the motion.

9.7 The selection of speakers
Voting and non-voting members wishing to speak in any debate 
shall submit a speaker’s card, prior to the commencement of 
the debate in which they wish to speak, stating whether they 
wish to speak for or against an amendment, the motion or part 
of the motion.  The chair shall be responsible for the choice of 
the speakers and shall attempt to provide a balanced debate 
between the different viewpoints in the conference, but may 
announce a departure from this rule if there is an overwhelming 
preponderance of members wishing to speak on the same side.  
The chair shall have the discretion to accept speakers’ cards after 
the start of the debate.  Save as provided for in these standing 
orders, no person may speak more than once in any debate.

9.8 The length of speeches
The Committee shall set out in the Final Agenda time limits 
for speeches.

9.9 Where to speak from
All speeches shall be made from the rostrum, save that 
speeches by the President or Leader of the Party, except when 
participating in debate, or by a guest invited by the Committee, 
or on the occasion of the opening or the closing of the meeting, 
may be made from the platform.
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10. Voting at conference

10.1 The method of voting
Voting cards shall be issued at each meeting to voting members.  
(The Committee may direct that voting on any issue be by 
ballot.) Subject thereto all votes at full sessions shall be taken 
by show of voting cards.

10.2 Counting of votes
A vote by show of voting cards shall be counted:
a) If the Committee has so directed.
b) If the chair so directs.
c) As the result of a procedural motion under Standing Order 

12.5 below.
A recount will only be held if the chair is not satisfied that the 
first count was accurate.

10.3 Separate votes
A separate vote may be taken on a part of a motion or 
amendment:
a) On the direction of the Committee.
b) At the discretion of the chair.
c) As a result of a procedural motion under Standing Order 

12.4 below.

11. Points of order

11.1 Making a point of order
Any voting member may rise on a point of order which shall be 
taken immediately except that, during a vote, no point of order 
shall be taken that does not refer to the conduct of the vote.  
The chair’s decision on all points of order shall be final.

12. Procedural motions

12.1 Next business
a) A voting member may, during any full conference session, 

submit, in writing, a request that conference move to next 
business, giving the reasons to do so.  The submission shall 
not exceed 75 words.  

b) The chair may either take the request immediately upon 
receipt, or at the end of any speech currently being made.  
If more than one request is received the chair shall decide 
which to take.  No more than one request may be taken in 
respect to any motion or report.

c) When the request is to be taken, the chair shall read the 
statement of reasons and ask conference whether it 
wishes to consider the request to move to next business.  
If conference decides, by a simple majority of those voting, 
to do so, the person who made the request may speak.  The 
chair may allow other speakers.  All speeches under this 
standing order shall be limited to two minutes.  If conference 
decides not to debate the proposal, it falls.

d) The proposal shall require a two-thirds majority of those 
voting to be passed.  If it is carried the current agenda item 
shall be abandoned without any further debate or vote and, 
at the discretion of the chair, either the next agenda item 
shall be taken or there shall be an adjournment until the 

time at which the next agenda item was due to be taken.

12.2 Reference back (moved by a representative)
a) A voting member, who has not already spoken in the debate, 

may, at any time before the chair has asked the first speaker 
in reply to stand by, submit, in writing, a request to refer 
back the motion under debate.  The submission shall state 
to whom the motion is to be referred and shall include a 
statement of the reasons, including reasons why voting 
against the motion would not achieve a similar result, not 
exceeding 75 words.

b) The chair may take the request to refer back at whatever 
stage of the debate they consider appropriate.  If more than 
one request is received, the chair shall decide which to take.  
No more than one request may be taken with respect to any 
motion.

c) When the request is to be taken, the chair shall read the 
statement of reasons and ask conference whether it wishes 
to consider the request to refer.  If conference decides, by 
a simple majority of those voting, to do so, the person 
who made the request may speak and the mover of the 
substantive motion, or their nominee, may reply.  The chair 
may allow other speakers.  All speeches under this standing 
order shall be limited to two minutes.  If conference decides 
not to debate the reference back, it falls.

d) The reference back shall require a simple majority of those 
voting to be passed.  If it is carried the current agenda item 
shall be abandoned without any further debate or vote and, 
at the discretion of the chair, either the next agenda item 
shall be taken or there shall be an adjournment until the 
time at which the next agenda item was due to be taken.  

e) If the substantive motion is referred to the Federal Executive, 
the Federal Policy Committee or the Federal Conference 
Committee that body shall, in its report to the next meeting 
of the conference, state what action it has taken on the 
reference.

12.3 Reference back (moved by the Federal Policy 
Committee)

a) The Federal Policy Committee may, at any time before the 
beginning of the debate on a motion, submit, in writing, 
a request to refer that motion to the next meeting of the 
conference.  The chair shall announce the existence of such 
a request at the start of the debate.

b) The chair may take the request to refer back at whatever 
stage of the debate they consider appropriate.  A nominee 
of the Federal Policy Committee will speak and the mover 
of the substantive motion, or their nominee, may reply.  The 
chair shall have discretion whether to allow other speakers 
on the request.

c) The reference back shall require a simple majority of those 
voting to be passed.  If it is carried the current agenda item 
shall be abandoned without any further debate or vote and, 
at the discretion of the chair, either the next agenda item 
shall be taken or there shall be an adjournment until the 
time at which the next agenda item was due to be taken.  
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d) If passed, the Federal Policy Committee shall, before the 
next meeting of the conference, circulate its reasons for 
acting under this section and its comments on the motion 
and any amendments thereto accepted for debate.

12.4 Separate vote
A voting member of conference may request that the chair 
take a separate vote on a part of a motion or amendment 
provided that such a request is in writing and received before 
the commencement of the speeches in reply to the debate.  
The chair shall have complete discretion whether to take a 
separate vote.

12.5 Counted vote
Any voting member may ask for a counted vote, which shall be 
taken if the request is supported by 50 members rising in their 
places and showing their voting cards.

12.6 Suspension of standing orders
a) A voting conference member may, during any full conference 

session, move a motion for the suspension of standing 
orders.  The mover shall submit the motion together with 
a written statement of its purpose, not exceeding 75 words, 
to the chair, who shall read them to the meeting.  The chair 
may either take the request immediately upon receipt, or 
at the end of the speech currently being made.

b) No motion to suspend standing orders may suspend any 
requirement of the constitution, nor any part of these 
standing orders which govern:

i) The rights of, or timetable for, submission of motions and 
amendments.

ii) Consultative sessions.
iii) Procedural motions for next business or suspension of 

standing orders.
c) No motion to suspend standing orders to introduce a 

motion or amendment on to the agenda can be taken 
unless the motion or amendment has been submitted to 
the Committee in accordance with the published timetable 
and, where a right of appeal against non-selection exists, 
the right has been exercised.

d) The chair shall read the statement of purpose and, if the 
suspension is allowable in the terms of this standing order, 
ask the conference whether it wishes to debate the request 
for suspension.  If the conference decides not to debate the 
request, it falls.  If the conference decides, by a majority of 
those present and voting, to hear the request the mover 
may speak and a representative of the Committee may reply.  
The chair shall have the discretion to allow other speakers.  
All speeches on the motion to suspend standing orders will 
be limited to two minutes.

e) A motion to suspend standing orders shall only be carried if 
supported by at least two-thirds of the conference members 
voting.  If the procedural motion is carried all standing 
orders shall remain in force except only for the purposes 
set out in the motion.

12.7 No procedural motions during votes
No procedural motion can be moved during a vote.

13. Reports

13.1 Which reports are tabled
The business session or sessions of the conference must include 
consideration of reports from the bodies listed in Standing 
Order 1.1(b).  It may also include consideration of any other 
reports submitted by any Federal Party committee or sub-
committee.

13.2 Submission and selection of questions
A voting member may submit questions to any report tabled 
for consideration, by the deadlines set under Standing Orders 
1.5 (e) and (f ).  The Committee shall publish in advance of the 
report session all the questions submitted under Standing 
Order 1.5 (e) which are in order, compositing similar questions 
where appropriate.  

13.3 Whether questions are in order or not
A question shall be ruled out of order if it asks the body 
submitting the report about issues which are outside its duties 
and responsibilities.  If the question could be answered by 
another body reporting to the same conference, the Committee 
may transfer the question to that body.  

13.4 How questions and supplementary questions are put 
and answered

After the report is moved, the mover, or their nominee, shall 
answer the questions in turn.  After each question has been 
answered, the voting member who submitted the question 
will be given the opportunity to put a supplementary question, 
speaking for a maximum of two minutes, and the mover, or their 
nominee, will be given an opportunity to respond.  The chair 
shall determine the time given to the mover in moving the 
report and replying to questions.  The chair shall also determine 
how many of the published questions, and how many of the 
questions submitted under Standing Order 1.5 (f ), can be taken.  
After the conference the Committee shall publish the answers 
to all questions submitted under Standing Orders 1.5 (e) and (f ) 
which are in order, and to all supplementary questions asked.

13.5 Approval or rejection of reports from Federal Party 
committees or sub-committees

Any report tabled by a Federal Party committee or sub-
committee must be submitted for approval by the conference 
and must be voted upon accordingly.  A voting member may 
move the rejection of any part of the report or of the report as 
a whole.  A voting member wishing to move a rejection shall 
submit a speaker’s card prior to the commencement of the 
consideration of the report, stating the section(s) which they 
wish to have rejected.  All moves to reject a report must be 
debated (except that the chair shall have discretion to choose 
between moves to reject the same part of the report), at the 
conclusion of the question session.  The person who made 
the request shall speak and the mover of the report, or their 
nominee, shall reply.  The chair may allow other speakers, and 
shall determine the time given to all speakers.

13.6 Receipt of reports from other bodies
Any report tabled by a body other than a Federal Party 
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committee or sub-committee must be submitted for receipt by 
the conference and must be voted upon accordingly.  A voting 
member may move not to receive the report, by submitting a 
speaker’s card prior to the commencement of the consideration 
of the report.  A move not to receive a report must be debated 
(except that the chair shall have discretion to choose between 
more than one move not to receive the same report), at the 
conclusion of the question session.  The person who made 
the request shall speak and the mover of the report, or their 
nominee, shall reply.  The chair may allow other speakers, and 
shall determine the time given to all speakers.

14. Amendment of standing orders

14.1 Amendment of standing orders
These standing orders may be amended by a two-thirds 

majority of members of conference voting on a motion duly 
submitted and selected in accordance with standing orders.  
Subject to any amendment they shall remain in force from 
meeting to meeting.

15. The Chair and Vice Chairs of the Committee

15.1 Chair and Vice Chairs
At its first meeting after a new election the Committee shall 
elect a Chair, who must be a member of the Committee directly 
elected by conference, and at least one Vice Chair, who must 
be a member of the Committee either directly elected by 
conference or elected by one of the State Parties.

The Federal Party
Officers of the Federal Party

Leader Rt Hon Sir Menzies Campbell MP
President Simon Hughes MP
Chair of FFAC Cllr Duncan Greenland
Treasurer Lord Clement-Jones
Vice President (England) Brian Orrell
Vice President (Scotland) Judy Hayman
Vice President (Wales) Lembit Öpik MP
Chief Executive Chris Rennard MBE

Federal Executive

The FE is responsible for directing, co-ordinating and 
implementing the work of the Federal Party, including 
overall strategy, campaigning, organisation and staffing.  The 
Federal Finance and Administration Committee and the 
Campaigns and Communications Committee both report to 
the FE.

The FE has 29 voting members: the Party President (who 
chairs it) and three Vice Presidents; the Leader and two other 
MPs; one peer; one MEP; two councillors; three state party 
reps; and fifteen members directly elected by conference 
reps.

Federal Finance and Administration Committee

The FFAC is responsible for planning and administering 
the budget and finances of the Federal Party, directing 
its administration and ensuring its compliance with the 
provisions of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums 
Act 2000.  It is responsible to the FE, but also reports directly 
to the Federal Conference.

The FFAC has 14 voting members: the Chair (Cllr Duncan 
Greenland), Party Treasurer and five other members (elected 
by the FE); the Party President; three state party reps; and the 

Chief Executive and two other members of Federal (HQ and 
Parliamentary) staff.

Federal Policy Committee

The FPC is responsible for researching and developing 
policy and overseeing the Federal Party’s policy-making 
process.  This includes producing policy papers for debate 
at conference, and drawing up (in consultation with 
the relevant parliamentary party) the Federal election 
manifestos for Westminster and European elections.

The FPC has 29 voting members: the Party Leader and four 
other MPs; the Party President; one peer; one MEP; three 
councillors; three state party reps; and fifteen members 
directly elected by conference reps.  It must be chaired by 
one of the five MP members, and is currently chaired by the 
Leader.  

Federal Conference Committee

The FCC is responsible for organising the two Federal 
conferences each year.  This includes choosing the agenda 
from the policy and business motions submitted by 
conference reps, local, regional and state parties, specified 
associated organisations and Federal committees, and 
taking decisions on topics such as venues, registration rates 
and other administrative and organisational matters.  It 
works within a budget set by the FFAC.

The FCC has 21 voting members: the Party President; the 
Chief Whip; three state party reps; two reps from the FE and 
two from the FPC; and twelve members directly elected by 
conference reps.  It elects its own chair, who must be one of 
the directly elected or state party reps.  

The members of the FCC are shown on page 2.
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Can universities learn 
from colleges?

Join the debate on the merits or otherwise of local colleges 
taking on more higher education. Refreshments available.

Sarah Teather MP 
Shadow Education Secretary

Saturday March 3rd 1pm - 2pm
Bramham Suite, Holiday Inn



appearing AT HARROGATE 2-4 MARCH: LGA LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
DELIVERING FOR YOU IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

featuring THE COUNCIL GROUP OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
starring BARONESS ROS SCOTT AND ANDREW STUNELL MP

More information email lgalibdems@lga.gov.uk call 020 7664 3293 

Newcastle
City Council

Eastleigh
District Council

Bristol
City Council

Devon
County Council

Three Rivers
District Council

Carrick
District Council
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Friday, 5.30pm Charter Suite
20 years in power in Stockport
- a birthday party

Saturday, 1.00pm Harewood 2
Power actually: Liberal Democrats
taking a lead in Bristol, Liverpool
and Newcastle

Saturday, 8.00pm Charter Suite
A Call to Arms: May 2007.
ALDC and the LGA Liberal
Democrats move it up a gear

Power actually
WHERE LIBERAL DEMOCRATS GOVERN
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