
The challenge
While London in many ways is one of the world’s 
greenest capital cities – with its acres of parks and green 
spaces – it is also one of the most polluted.

Our air is so contaminated that it is in breach of legal 
standards, and costs lives. Last year almost 10,000 
Londoners died prematurely as a direct result of our 
poor air quality, and the Supreme Court ruled in May that 
London is in breach of the EU Air Quality Directive. While 
there are many reasons why this is the case, the biggest 
emitter of dangerous pollutants are motor vehicles 
which pack London’s streets. At the same time, not 
enough is being done to promote walking and cycling, 
and making these modes safer.

London consumes around 13 per cent of the nation’s 
energy, yet only generates around 2 per cent. If we are to 
make the capital more sustainable we must look for ways 
to provide more of the energy we use from sustainable 
and renewable sources. Despite the improvements 
made to our social housing stock under the last Labour 
government, still far too many people are experiencing 
high energy bills, in properties (across all sectors) that are 
not sufficiently insulated or energy efficient. 

We must also look for ways to create more green space in 
London and to ensure that everyone – and especially our 
children – has access to playing fields and nature.

Sadiq’s plan
Sadiq will make improving air quality a top priority: 
expanding the proposed ultra-low emissions zone, 
opposing Heathrow expansion, and promoting cycling 
and walking.

He will work to create better public spaces and make 
more of London green – supporting the National Park 
City initiative and making sure that all Londoners can 
access and enjoy nature within our city.

And he will work with communities and industry to 
promote energy efficiency, community energy 
generation projects, and back London’s growing low-
carbon business sector.

• Tackling our polluted air: Sadiq will ask TfL to 
extend the proposed ULEZ, due to come into force in 
2020, to a wider zone taking in Zone 2 and key 
arterial routes into London, while greening London’s 
bus fleet and continuing to oppose a third runway at 
Heathrow.

• Promoting greener travel: Better provision for 
cyclists and pedestrians will play a key part in 
planning for London’s future infrastructure. 
Meanwhile Sadiq will move towards procuring an 
electric bus fleet.

• Creating world class green spaces: By turning 
Oxford Street into a tree lined, pedestrianised 
avenue we will create one of the world’s greatest and 
greenest shopping streets. Sadiq will work with 
boroughs, communities and the private sector to 
identify innovative public realm schemes.

• Supporting the National Park City initiative: Sadiq 
supports the establishment of National Park City 
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status for Greater London – a signal to Londoners 
and the world that we intend to make London the 
greenest city on the planet, moving to over 50 per 
cent green space in the capital.

• Promoting community generation and energy 
efficiency schemes: Sadiq will work with 
communities to support local low carbon energy and 
energy efficiency projects - like Brixton Energy and 
Renewable Energy Wandsworth and make better use 
of GLA and TfL property and land to generate cleaner 
forms of energy.  

• Backing low carbon industry: London’s low carbon 
businesses are a major growth area and will provide 
an increasing number of high skilled, well paid jobs. 
Sadiq will ensure that they have every opportunity to 
succeed by listening to and planning for their needs 
and supporting the development of the skilled 
workforce of the future.
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Questions for consultation
1. What are the key things we need to change 

to clean up London’s polluted air?

2. What more can we do to support cycling  
and walking?

3. How can we create more green space and 
greater access to nature for all Londoners?

4. What opportunities are there to support 
community energy projects and low carbon 
energy?

5. How can we best support London’s growing 
low carbon sector?

6. What other key challenges and priorities 
exist in this area?

Take part in the consultation:

The consultation closes at 6pm on 27 November 2015, so please do get in touch by then. 
You can fill this in online at: labour.org.uk/shape-labours-london-manifesto

If you would prefer to make your submission by post,  
you can send it to London Labour Party, One Brewer’s Green, London SW1H 0RH.
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