
Kindergarten – Leaf Man 

 
K.RF.1 - Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of 
print. 
K.RF.1.a - Print Concepts: Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and 
page by page. 
K.L.6 - Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to texts. 
  
Leaf Man (Session 1) 
  
Procedures: 
1. Read Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf and Leaf Man, both by Lois Ehlert and emphasize 
the standards indicated. (replace “words” with images) 
2. Take a nature walk to collect leaves. 
3. Press between papers to flatten for the next session. 
 
(Session 2) 
  
Procedures: 
1. Review Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf and Leaf Man, both by Lois Ehlert 
2. Make a leaf man using leaves collected last session and artificial leaves, 
gluing them to a 9x12 white paper. 
3. If time allows, make other leaf images using the text images for inspiration. 
 
  
Materials: Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by LoisEhlert, by Lois Ehlert, pressing papers, 
something HEAVY! 
  
GLE:  PP3C - Create original artwork that communicates ideas about outdoors. 

 

     



1st Grade – Elmer 
 
1.RI.7 - Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 
  
Elmer the Elephant (session 1) 
                                                                                     
Procedures: 
1.  Read and discuss Elmer the Elephant by David McKee.   
2.  Paper weave to make a background for Elmer.  
 
Materials:  Elmer the Elephant by David McKee, 9x12 papers preprinted with lines 
for cutting, scissors, 3/4 inch colorful paper strips, glue, markers, wiggly eyes 
  
GLE:  PP2A – Fold paper and identify folded edge. 
EP2D – Identify and create an alternating pattern (abab). 
 
  (session 2) 
  
Procedures: 
1.  Review and discuss Elmer the Elephant by David McKee. 
2.  Complete paper weaving background. 
3.  Use markers to color a pre-printed patchwork Elmer. 
4.  Cut out Elmer and glue to the background. 
 
 

  
 



 
 

   



2
nd

 Grade – Art Is 

 
2.L.5.a - Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy). 
2.L.6 - Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to 
describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 
  
Activate Prior Knowledge (approx. 5 min) 
1. Organize students into small groups of 2 or 3. 
2. "Today I am going to read aloud a book titled Art Is... by Bob Raczka. We are 
also going to be spending lots of time this year learning how to read art and use 
art for many different purposes.  During your art classes you will be learning how 
to create art. So, let's take a few minutes and think about what art is.  Talk in your 
small group about how you would explain art.  What is it?  Think of as many 
different ways of describing art as you can.  You have around 1 minute.“ 
3. Provide students a minute or two to talk in small groups. 
4. Create a class chart of words and phrases that describe what art is. 
Read the Book Aloud (approx. 5-10 min) 
5. "I am going to read aloud the book now.  You read the art, while I read the 
words.  After I read the book we will return to our list to determine what new 
things we need to add." 
6. Stop once or twice during the read aloud to provide the students 30-60 
seconds to talk about their observations and thoughts with their small group. 
7. Before you read the last page, have students predict what the author wrote. 
 Say something similar to "This book is full of ways to describe art, but this page 
is the one to remember.  Most of you predicted correctly.  It says, 'art is how 
artists get you to think.'  Let's all read that together.  Let's read it one more time 
and we're going to point to our heads to remind us that art is how artists get you 
to think." 
Reflect (rest of the class period) 
8.  "Take one minute to talk with your partner or small group about the words and 
ideas that you had forgotten about or that you learned as we read this book." 
9. Revise the chart so that it reflects new ideas. (Write the revisions in a different 
color so that we can visually see the growth in thinking.) 
10. Using the crayons at your table, create a picture about what art is. 
  
Materials: 
Chart Paper, markers, Art Is...by Bob Raczka, 9x12 paper, crayons 
 



3
rd

 Grade – Observe and Describe 

 
3.RL.1 - Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
3.RI.1 - Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
3.RI.2 - Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain 
how they support the main idea. 
3.RI.4 - Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
 
Procedures: 
 
1. Use the ppt. (Melanie Layne Reading Art) to introduce the process of reading 
art. 
2. Teach gestures to remind us of quantity, size, value, color, texture, location, 
and objects. 
3. Use colored reproductions of paintings with clear objects to describe. 
 
More than half of the 3rd grade visual arts Grade Level Expectations can be used 
in this lesson.  Take your pick! 
 

 



4
th

 Grade – Famous Missourians 

 
4.RL.7 - Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral 
presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and 
directions in the text. 
  
Famous Missourians - Bottle People (session 1) 
Procedures: 
1. Use a sharpie to label bottles. 
2. Fill an empty water bottle 1/3 full with gravel, rice, or beans to stabilize the bottle. 
 Screw on lid. 
3. Review measurement/proportion of the human face. 
4. Attach 2 oz of model magic to the bottle lid and sculpt the head and neck of your 
famous Missourian. 
Materials: small water bottles, material to stabilize bottles, model magic, sharpie 
 
(session 2) 
Procedures: 
1. Add yarn for hair, mustache and/or beard. 
2. Use watercolors, sharpies for facial detail. 
3.Trim hair when dry. 
4.Plan clothing. 
Materials: glue, scissors, yarn, sharpies, watercolors, brushes, water containers 
 
(session 3) 
Procedures: 
1. Add Clothing 
2. Add detail that gives a clue to the identity of the famous Missourian 
3. Make display tag. 
Materials: glue, scissors, fabric, felt, yarn, sharpies, watercolors, brushes, water 
containers, construction paper 
  
GLE:  PP3C - Create original artwork that communicates ideas about Missouri 
EP2F - Identify realistic facial proportions 
 

       



1 

Reading Art:���
Observe. Infer. Inquire.	




2 

Observing Art Talking about Art 

Interpreting Art Inquiring about Art 



3 

"....tests show that people can remember the content of 
more than 2,500 pictures with at least 90% accuracy 72 
hours after exposure even though the subjects see each 
picture only for about 10 seconds.  Recall rates one year 
later still hovered around 63%.  The same research says 
that if new information is presented orally with no image 
present, people only remember about 10% of what was 
presented 72 hours after exposure to the images - but the 
percentage remembered goes up to 65% if a picture is 
added to the new material after the fact.  It turns out that the 
reason for this is that the eye processes and interprets the 
content of complex imagery, such as photographs, 60,000 
times faster than it does words.” 

(Burmark, 2002, p.5,  Visual Literacy: Learn to See, See to Learn, New York: ASCD) 



4 

How do we read art? 

How do we decode art? 

How do we comprehend art? 
4 

 Visual Art is a text.  



Classifying Art 

Representational 

Abstract 

Nonrepresentational 



Among the Sierra Nevada, California 
1868 
 Albert Bierstadt 

 oil on canvas  
72 x 120 1/8 in. (183 x 305 cm) 
Smithsonian American Art Museum 



Evening Tones 
1911-1917 
Oscar Bluemner  

oil on canvas  
15 1/4 x 20 in. (38.7 x 50.8 cm) 
Smithsonian American Art Museum 



Untitled 
1958 
Kenneth Noland  

acrylic on canvas  
24 1/4 x 25 in. (61.6 x 63.5 cm.) 
Smithsonian American Art Museum 



Consider how you can classify 
art on a continuum.  

Representational 

Abstract 

Nonrepresentational 



Only One!
Georgia O'Keeffe 

oil on canvas 

36 x 30 1/8 in. (91.5 x 76.4 cm.) 

Smithsonian American Art Museum 
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Consider how you can classify 
art on a continuum.  

Representational 

Abstract 

Nonrepresentational 



Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Notice the objects in the realistic and most abstract works of art. 	




Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Notice the lines and/or shapes in nonrepresentational  works of art. 	




Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

I	  see	  horses.	  	  

I	  see	  a	  tree.	  	  

I	  see	  fence	  
posts.	  

I	  see	  people.	  

I	  see	  
shadows.	  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations:	


Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

Lines 

straight/curved	  

horizontal/vertical	  

parallel/intersecting	  

moving/still	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D	  
round/angular	  

measured/irregular	  

convex/concave	  

geometric/organic	  



I	  see	  horses.	  

I	  see	  a	  tree.	  	  

I	  see	  straight,	  vertical	  
fence	  posts.	  	  

I	  see	  people.	  

I	  see	  shadows.	  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations:	


Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

Lines 

straight/curved	  

horizontal/vertical	  

parallel/intersecting	  

moving/still	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D	  
round/angular	  

measured/irregular	  

convex/concave	  

geometric/organic	  



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

big/small	  

tall/short	  

wide/narrow	  

Level 2: Quantity and Size 

Quantity 

1,	  2,	  3,	  4,	  5.....	  

many/few	  

equal/non-‐equal	  

 Size 



I	  see	  two	  large	  horses.	  

I	  see	  one	  large	  tree	  with	  
many	  small	  leaves.	  	  	  

I	  see	  many,	  thin,	  straight,	  
vertical	  fence	  posts.	  	  

I	  see	  three	  people-‐-‐two	  
are	  on	  horses	  and	  one	  
is	  standing	  at	  the	  fence.	  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations:	


Level 2: Quantity and Size 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

big/small	  

tall/short	  

wide/narrow	  

Level 2: Quantity and Size 

Quantity 

1,	  2,	  3,	  4,	  5.....	  

many/few	  

equal/non-‐equal	  

 Size 

Lines 
straight/curved	  

horizontal/vertical	  
parallel/

intersecting	  
moving/still	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D	  
round/angular	  

measured/irregular	  
convex/concave	  
geometric/organic	  

I see ______, _______, _______.	

                quantity     size        object	

                                         lines and shapes	




Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Value 

light/dark	  

saturated/diluted	  

Color 

primary/secondary	  

warm/cool	  

complementary/analogous	  

neutral	  

Level 3: Value and Color 



I	  see	  two	  large	  dark	  brown	  horses.	  One	  horse	  
is	  darker	  than	  the	  other	  and	  has	  a	  black	  tail.	   

I	  see	  one	  large	  tree	  with	  dark	  brown	  bark	  and	  
many	  dark	  and	  bright	  small	  green	  leaves.	  	  	  

I	  see	  many,	  thin,	  light	  blue	  straight,	  vertical	  
fence	  posts.	  	  

I	  see	  three	  people-‐-‐two	  are	  on	  brown	  horses	  
and	  one	  is	  standing	  at	  the	  the	  light	  blue	  
fence.	  Each	  person	  is	  wearing	  different	  
colored	  clothing.	  One	  is	  wearing	  a	  coral	  red	  
shirt	  with	  khaki	  beige	  pants,	  one	  is	  wearing	  
a	  light	  blue	  shirt	  with	  khaki	  pants.	  The	  
person	  standing	  at	  the	  fence	  has	  on	  long,	  
white	  pants	  with	  a	  belted,	  dark	  blue	  dress	  
with	  a	  black	  head	  covering/shawl.	   

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations:	


Level 3: Value and Color 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Quantity  

1,	  2,	  3,	  4...	  
many/few	  

equal/nonequal	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D 

round/angular	  
measured/irregular	  
convex/concave	  
geometric/organic	  

Lines 

straight/curved	  
horizontal/vertical	  

parallel/
intersecting	  
moving/still	  

Value 

light/dark	  
saturated/diluted	  

Color 

primary/secondary	  
warm/cool	  

complementary/
analogous	  
neutral	  

Level 3: Value and Color 

Size 

big/small	  
tall/short	  

wide/narrow	  

I see ______,   _______,   _______,   ________,   ______.	

             quantity         size         value           color         object	

                                                                            line and shape	




Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Level 4: Texture 

smooth/rough	  

hard/soft	  

shiny/dull	  

coarse/Hine	  

dry/wet	  



I	  see	  two	  large	  dark	  brown	  horses.	  One	  
horse	  is	  darker	  than	  the	  other	  and	  has	  a	  
black	  tail.	  They	  both	  seem	  like	  they	  would	  
feel	  soft—somewhat	  slick.	  

I	  see	  one	  large	  tree	  with	  dark	  brown	  bark	  
and	  many	  dark	  and	  bright	  small	  green	  
leaves.	  	  The	  bark	  seems	  a	  little	  rougher	  
than	  the	  other	  things	  in	  the	  painting.	  

I	  see	  many,	  thin,	  light	  blue	  straight,	  vertical	  
fence	  posts.	  It	  seems	  like	  the	  post	  would	  be	  
very	  hard	  and	  sturdy—perhaps	  made	  of	  
wood.	  	  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations:	


Level 4: Texture 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



I	  see	  three	  people-‐-‐two	  are	  on	  brown	  horses	  
and	  one	  is	  standing	  at	  the	  the	  light	  blue	  
fence.	  Each	  person	  is	  wearing	  different	  
colored	  clothing.	  One	  is	  wearing	  a	  coral	  red	  
shirt	  with	  khaki	  beige	  pants,	  one	  is	  wearing	  
a	  light	  blue	  shirt	  with	  khaki	  pants.	  The	  
person	  standing	  at	  the	  fence	  has	  on	  long,	  
white	  pants	  with	  a	  belted,	  dark	  blue	  dress	  
with	  a	  black	  head	  covering/shawl.	  Their	  
clothing	  seems	  like	  it	  would	  feel	  like	  cotton,	  
rather	  soft. 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations:	


Level 4: Texture 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Quantity  

1,	  2,	  3,	  4...	  
many/few	  

equal/nonequal	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D 

round/angular	  
measured/irregular	  
convex/concave	  
geometric/organic	  

Lines 

straight/curved	  
horizontal/vertical	  

parallel/
intersecting	  
moving/still	  

Value 

light/dark	  
saturated/diluted	  

Color 

primary/secondary	  
warm/cool	  

complementary/
analogous	  
neutral	  

Level 4: Texture 

Size 

big/small	  
tall/short	  

wide/narrow	  

Sentence 1: 	

I see ______,   _______,   _______,   ________,   ______.	


             quantity         size         value           color         object	

                                                                            line and shape	


Sentence 2: Describes the texture and any other observations.	


Texture 

smooth/rough	  
hard/soft	  
shiny/dull	  
coarse/Hine	  
dry/wet	  



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Level 5: Location/Space 

foreground/middleground/background	  

top/bottom/center/side	  

left/right	  

beside/above/below	  

over/under	  



I	  see	  two	  large	  dark	  brown	  horses	  beside	  
one	  another.	  	  The	  horse	  on	  the	  right	  is	  
darker	  and	  has	  a	  black	  tail.	  They	  both	  seem	  
like	  they	  would	  feel	  soft—somewhat	  slick.	  

I	  see	  one	  large	  tree	  with	  dark	  brown	  bark	  
and	  many	  dark	  and	  bright	  small	  green	  
leaves.	  	  The	  bark	  seems	  a	  little	  rougher	  
than	  the	  other	  things	  in	  the	  painting.	  The	  
tree	  is	  on	  the	  left	  side	  of	  the	  painting	  and	  is	  
behind	  many,	  thin,	  light	  blue	  straight,	  
vertical	  fence	  posts.	  It	  seems	  like	  the	  post	  
would	  be	  very	  hard	  and	  sturdy—perhaps	  
made	  of	  wood.	  	  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations:	


Level 5: Location/Space 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Quantity  

1,	  2,	  3,	  4...	  
many/few	  

equal/nonequal	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D 

round/angular	  
measured/irregular	  
convex/concave	  
geometric/organic	  

Lines 

straight/curved	  
horizontal/vertical	  

parallel/
intersecting	  
moving/still	  

Value 

light/dark	  
saturated/diluted	  

Color 

primary/secondary	  
warm/cool	  

complementary/
analogous	  
neutral	  

Level 5: Location/Space--Elements of Art 

Size 

big/small	  
tall/short	  

wide/narrow	  

Texture 

smooth/rough	  
hard/soft	  
shiny/dull	  
coarse/Hine	  
dry/wet	  

Location 
foreground/middleground/background	  

top/bottom/center/side	  
left/right	  

beside/above/below	  
over/under	  

Sentence 2:	




Interpret, Infer, and Inquire 

CONVERSATION STARTERS:	

When I see _____, it makes me think _____. 	

                           it makes me feel _____. 	


                                it makes me wonder _____. 	


I think _____ because I see ____. 	

I feel _____ because I see ____. 	


I wonder _____ because I see _____.	


OVERALL ESSENCE:	

What is going on in the painting?	


What is the painting mainly about?	

What can you infer or predict?	




	   When I see the three people, it makes me think 
the two on brown horses have come with 
news. Their clothing makes me think they are 
American Indians but I wonder if that is true. 
I also wonder if they are telling her surprising 
news because the expression on her face 
seems a little perplexed. The man on the left 
wearing the coral red colored shirt is leaning 
in more than the man wearing light blue, so it 
makes me think he is the one doing most of 
the talking.  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations:	


Interpret, Infer, and Inquire 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



The following slides are 
modified with easier 

language. 	




Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

I	  see	  horses.	  	  

I	  see	  a	  tree.	  	  

I	  see	  fence	  posts.	  

I	  see	  people.	  

I	  see	  shadows.	  

Observations: 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D 

square	  

triangle	  

circle	  

round/angular	  

Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

Lines 

straight/curved	  

horizontal/vertical/diagonal	  



I	  see	  horses.	  

I	  see	  a	  tree.	  	  

I	  see	  straight,	  vertical	  
fence	  posts.	  	  

I	  see	  people.	  

I	  see	  shadows.	  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations: 

Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D 

square	  

triangle	  

circle	  

round/angular	  

Level 1: Objects, Lines, and/or Shapes 

Lines 

straight/curved	  

horizontal/vertical/diagonal	  



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

big/small	  

tall/short	  

wide/narrow	  

Level 2: Quantity and Size 

Quantity 

1,	  2,	  3,	  4,	  5.....	  

many/few	  

 Size 



I	  see	  two	  large	  horses.	  

I	  see	  one	  large	  tree	  with	  
many	  small	  leaves.	  	  	  

I	  see	  many,	  thin,	  straight,	  
vertical	  fence	  posts.	  	  

I	  see	  three	  people-‐-‐two	  
are	  on	  horses	  and	  one	  
is	  standing	  at	  the	  fence.	  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations: 

Level 2: Quantity and Size 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

big/small	  

tall/short	  

wide/narrow	  

Level 2: Quantity and Size 

Quantity 

1,	  2,	  3,	  4,	  5.....	  

many/few	  

 Size 

Lines 
straight/curved	  
diagonal	  
horizontal/vertical	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D	  
square	  
triangle	  
circle	  
round/angular	  

I see ______, _______, _______. 
                quantity     size        object 
                                         lines and 
shapes 



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Value 

light/dark	  

Color 

black	  
white	  
red	  
blue	  
yellow	  
green	  
purple	  
orange	  
brown	  

Level 3: Value and Color 



I	  see	  two	  large	  dark	  brown	  horses.	  One	  horse	  
is	  darker	  than	  the	  other	  and	  has	  a	  black	  tail.	   

I	  see	  one	  large	  tree	  with	  dark	  brown	  bark	  and	  
many	  dark	  and	  bright	  small	  green	  leaves.	  	  	  

I	  see	  many,	  thin,	  light	  blue	  straight,	  vertical	  
fence	  posts.	  	  

I	  see	  three	  people-‐-‐two	  are	  on	  brown	  horses	  
and	  one	  is	  standing	  at	  the	  the	  light	  blue	  
fence.	  Each	  person	  is	  wearing	  different	  
colored	  clothing.	  One	  is	  wearing	  a	  coral	  red	  
shirt	  with	  khaki	  beige	  pants,	  one	  is	  wearing	  
a	  light	  blue	  shirt	  with	  khaki	  pants.	  The	  
person	  standing	  at	  the	  fence	  has	  on	  long,	  
white	  pants	  with	  a	  belted,	  dark	  blue	  dress	  
with	  a	  black	  head	  covering/shawl.	   

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations: 

Level 3: Value and Color 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



I see ______, _______, _______, ________, ______.	

               quantity    size         value        color         object	


QUANTITY	  
1,	  2,	  3,	  4,	  5,	  .....	  
many/few	  

SIZE	  
big/small	  
tall/short	  
wide/narrow	  

VALUE	  
dark/light	  

COLOR	  
black	  
white	  
red	  
blue	  
yellow	  
green	  
purple	  
orange	  
brown	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D	  
square	  
triangle	  
circle	  
round/angular	  

Lines 
straight/curved	  
diagonal	  
horizontal/vertical	  



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Level 4: Texture 

smooth/rough	  

hard/soft	  



I	  see	  two	  large	  dark	  brown	  horses.	  One	  
horse	  is	  darker	  than	  the	  other	  and	  has	  a	  
black	  tail.	  They	  both	  seem	  like	  they	  would	  
feel	  soft—somewhat	  slick.	  

I	  see	  one	  large	  tree	  with	  dark	  brown	  bark	  
and	  many	  dark	  and	  bright	  small	  green	  
leaves.	  	  The	  bark	  seems	  a	  little	  rougher	  
than	  the	  other	  things	  in	  the	  painting.	  

I	  see	  many,	  thin,	  light	  blue	  straight,	  vertical	  
fence	  posts.	  It	  seems	  like	  the	  post	  would	  be	  
very	  hard	  and	  sturdy—perhaps	  made	  of	  
wood.	  	  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations: 

Level 4: Texture 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



I	  see	  three	  people-‐-‐two	  are	  on	  brown	  horses	  
and	  one	  is	  standing	  at	  the	  the	  light	  blue	  
fence.	  Each	  person	  is	  wearing	  different	  
colored	  clothing.	  One	  is	  wearing	  a	  coral	  red	  
shirt	  with	  khaki	  beige	  pants,	  one	  is	  wearing	  
a	  light	  blue	  shirt	  with	  khaki	  pants.	  The	  
person	  standing	  at	  the	  fence	  has	  on	  long,	  
white	  pants	  with	  a	  belted,	  dark	  blue	  dress	  
with	  a	  black	  head	  covering/shawl.	  Their	  
clothing	  seems	  like	  it	  would	  feel	  like	  cotton,	  
rather	  soft. 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations: 

Level 4: Texture 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Quantity  
1,	  2,	  3,	  4...	  
many/few	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D 

square	  
triangle	  
circle	  
round/angular	  

Value 
light/dark	  

Color 
black	  
white	  
red	  
blue	  
yellow	  
green	  
purple	  
orange	  
brown	  

Level 4: Texture 

Size 
big/small	  
tall/short	  
wide/narrow	  

Sentence 1:  
I see ______,   _______,   _______,   ________,   ______. 
             quantity         size         value           color         object 
                                                                            line and shape 

Sentence 2: describes the texture and any other observations. 

Texture 
smooth/rough	  
hard/soft	  

Lines 
straight/curved	  
diagonal	  
horizontal/vertical	  
intersecting/parallel	  



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Level 5: Location/Space 

foreground/middleground/background	  

top/bottom/center/side	  

left/right	  

beside/above/below	  

over/under	  



I	  see	  two	  large	  dark	  brown	  horses	  beside	  
one	  another.	  	  The	  horse	  on	  the	  right	  is	  
darker	  and	  has	  a	  black	  tail.	  They	  both	  seem	  
like	  they	  would	  feel	  soft—somewhat	  slick.	  

I	  see	  one	  large	  tree	  with	  dark	  brown	  bark	  
and	  many	  dark	  and	  bright	  small	  green	  
leaves.	  	  The	  bark	  seems	  a	  little	  rougher	  
than	  the	  other	  things	  in	  the	  painting.	  The	  
tree	  is	  on	  the	  left	  side	  of	  the	  painting	  and	  is	  
behind	  many,	  thin,	  light	  blue	  straight,	  
vertical	  fence	  posts.	  It	  seems	  like	  the	  post	  
would	  be	  very	  hard	  and	  sturdy—perhaps	  
made	  of	  wood.	  	  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations: 

Level 5: Location/Space 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

BSmithsonian American Art Museum 



Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Elements of Art 

Location 
foreground/middleground/
background	  
top/bottom/center/side	  
left/right	  
beside/above/below	  
over/under	  

Quantity  
1,	  2,	  3,	  4...	  
many/few	  

Shape/Form	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2-D         3-D 

square	  
triangle	  
circle	  
round/angular	  

Lines 
straight/curved	  
diagonal	  
horizontal/
vertical	  

Value 
light/dark	  

Color 
black	  
white	  
red	  
blue	  
yellow	  
green	  
purple	  
orange	  
brown	  

Size 
big/small	  
tall/short	  
wide/narrow	  

Texture 
smooth/rough	  
hard/soft	  



Interpret, Infer, and Inquire 

CONVERSATION STARTERS:	

When I see _____, it makes me think _____. 	

                           it makes me feel _____. 	


                                it makes me wonder _____. 	


I think _____ because I see ____. 	

I feel _____ because I see ____. 	


I wonder _____ because I see _____.	


OVERALL ESSENCE:	

What is going on in the painting?	


What is the painting mainly about?	

What can you infer or predict?	




	   When I see the three people, it makes me think 
the two on brown horses have come with 
news. Their clothing makes me think they are 
American Indians but I wonder if that is true. 
I also wonder if they are telling her surprising 
news because the expression on her face 
seems a little perplexed. The man on the left 
wearing the coral red colored shirt is leaning 
in more than the man wearing light blue, so it 
makes me think he is the one doing most of 
the talking.  

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 

Observations:	


Interpret, Infer, and Inquire 

Callers!
ca. 1926 

Walter Ufer 
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