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Tips for working with regular ed teachers:

1. Be willing to start with one teacher- the word will get around and more will 
come to you for help.

2. Spend a little time with them, showing samples and demonstrating basic 
techniques for using art materials more efficiently. Remember you are the 
expert, be more than a supply closet.

3. Offer mini workshops on one technique or idea.  These can be before or after 
school, or a part of the building PD Day.

4. Comment on the positive results you see on the boards around the school.  
When they see that you are impressed, they will try art more often.

5. Write a monthly list of tips for how to use art in the classroom and email it out
to the staff.

Tips for the art teacher:

1. Have a copy of the Caldecott Award winners up in the art room.
2. Regularly use children’s books with your lessons, point out how the illustrator 

helped you better understand the story. 
3. Display children’s literature in your classroom.
4. Be willing to share supplies with the regular ed teaching staff.  Usually this 

will be minimal, but having outside the box ideas will help save you stock and
encourage teachers to broaden their art making horizons.

A few book/illustration style connections that break the crayon and marker drawing 
mold:

1. Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann- Create contour line drawings 
with black permanent marker and add color with watercolors.

2. The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick- Create charcoal drawings 
using the techniques of hatching, cross-hatching, etc. May want to connect to
the notebook drawings of Leonardo Da Vinci.

3. The House in the Night by Susan Marie Swanson- Create drawings with white 
markers or color pencil on black paper. Can also focus on hatching and 
cross-hatching

4. A Sick Day for Amos McGee by Philip C. Stead- Pencil drawings where 
students use colored pencil to color in items important to the story. Talk about
how artists can use emphasis to help provide meaning.

5. Fish Eyes by Lois Ehlert- Create cut paper pictures to illustrate a counting or 
alphabet style book.  Use artist Henri Matisse as a fine art connection.



6. The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats- Collage with found and recycled 
materials. Makes a great connection to artist Romare Bearden (especially if 
using Whistle for Willie or Peter’s Chair.)

7. Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin- Use foam sheets to create 
subtractive print blocks. Can connect to Artist Albrecht Durer and the use of 
the moveable type printing press of Johannes Gutenberg. Would make a great
poetry illustration where students could then use stamps to print out their 
poem.

8. St. George and the Dragon by Margaret Hodges- Draw frames on each page 
and place the main illustration in the center, and sub plots and background 
information can be illustrated in the small spaces in the frame.

9. Knuffle Bunny by Mo Willems- Give students a section of photocopy 
backgrounds and have them illustrate over the top with construction paper 
crayons, gel marker, oil pastel or cut paper collage. You may need to lighten 
copies first.

10.Mister Seahorse by Eric Carle- Have students practice a variety of painting 
techniques on white paper. Use the paper as the collage materials for student
illustrations.

11.Smoky Night by Eve Bunting- Create painted illustrations with chalk outlines 
on black paper, then paint in with colors of their choice. When dry erase 
chalk. Mount paintings to unique background materials (old sheet music, 
newspaper pages, separated cardboard, brown grocery sacks, etc.)

12.Non-fiction- Make an 8x11 photocopy of the object the book is about. Cut out 
the pages in the shape of the object and staple.
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