
Clay FishClay Fish

Reel in a Different Fish Lesson 
Simple and successful clay fish with an emphasis  
on the art elements texture and movement.

Lesson adapted from Amaco Birds found at 
http://ibty.in/b543986

Grade Levels
1–6 
Grade 3/ GLEs: PP2A, AP1A, EP1C

Materials
•	 Low-fire white earthenware clay
•	 Variety of tools and stamps (Sax paint and clay 

heavy duty rollers)
•	 Slip & paintbrushes
•	 Paper towels or newspaper
•	 Plastic straws 

Procedures
1. Make a pinch pot.
2. Score and slip top lip of pinch pot.
3. Insert paper towel or piece of newspaper into 

pinch pot.
4. Pinch the lip of pot together enclosing the pot. 

(red clay-looks like a sweet potato).
5. Choose one end to be the tail fin. Pinch with two 

fingers about an inch in. Press one finger on the 
end horizontally in the middle, pushing the clay 
inwards.

6. Use all four fingers to pinch the top for the dorsal 
fin.

7. Use heel of hand to round out the other end for 
the head

8. Tap on the table 2-3 to create a flat bottom.
9. Students use tools, stamps, rollers to create tex-

ture all over their fish.
10. Make eyes. (bolt heads, screw heads, sticks)
11. TSW mold or bend fish into a curved shape with 

two hands to add the look of movement.
12. TSW make a hole so hot air may be released in 

the kiln. (Plastic straws work great)
13. Fish are fired in the kiln when completely dry. 

Additional Resources
•	 Memoirs of a Goldfish by Devin Scillian
•	 Copy of Katsushika Hokusai’s The Great Wave 

Off Kanagawa. TSW write a fiction  “fish story” 
focused on exaggeration about their clay fish 
and the Great Wave. Then students illustrate their 
story - http://ibty.in/3375807

•	 Parts of a fish (dorsal fin, pectoral fins, tail fin, 
head, eyes, gills) - http://ibty.in/8c4a323

•	 Hot and cold air molecules - http://ibty.in/
d80ad6b
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