
LESSON TITLE:  
 
Submitted By: James D. Peters 
Original Author/Publication Date (If Not Original): 
 
Intended Grade Level(s):6-12 
 
Estimated Class Period(s):10-50 minute periods 
 
Materials Required: Acrylic Paints, Used Corrugated Cardboard, a good source for these are the 
school cafeteria, Appliance stores, or Grocery store. The Cardboard should be approximately 3 
feet long across the corrugation and 1 foot wide.    
http://www.basketweaving.com/basket_beginnings___a_basic_history.htm 
http://www.heartlandtreasuresgifts.com/basket_making 
http://www.familyforest.info/basketmaking.htm 
 
Goals & Objectives:  Students will look at and learn about the Abstract/Neo Expressionist Art.  
Students will learn, the history of Baskets, and Basket Production as well as the types of 
Baskets. 
 
GLEs Accomplished In Lesson: Strand 1: 3-B, Strand III: Strand V 
 
Procedure (Guided Lesson, Instructions, etc): Discuss the history of baskets and types of Basket 
weaving.  Also discuss and show some of the works the Abstract/Neo Expressionist Movement 
including artists like Jackson Pollock, Willem DeKooning, Mark Rothko, and Helen 
Frankenthaler. 
 
Project (Steps, Examples, etc): 
Class 1 – Look at and discuss works by the Neo/Abstract Expressionists 
Class 2 - Introduce Baskets and the history of Weaving 
Class 3 – This step is optional.  Break the students up into small groups and have them work 
together Gessoing both sides of the cardboard to be used.   
Classes 4&5 - Give each Student group three colors of paint and one piece of cardboard per 
student.  I usually limit my students to the primary colors but any color scheme will work.  Let 
the students have fun painting one side of the cardboard. On the back side I will usually have the 
students use a different color scheme like Secondary colors.  It may be a good idea to do the 
color work outside.  Also warn the students to bring old clothes or have smocks for them to 
work in.  The students will do one side of their cardboard let it dry and do the other side the 
next Class period. 
Class 6 – The students will now measure and cut the cardboard length ways into 1 inch strips. 
Class 7-10 – The students will now start weaving their Baskets.  The standard I use is a 3 by 3 
base with at least 4 weft rows going up.   The left over strips are used to finish out the top of the 
baskets and decoration.  In traditional Basket weaving no adhesives are used but for these you 
may wish to have the students use a small drop of wood glue to keep their weft in place. 
 
Assessment and Reflection: 
The students complete a short essay which includes the process for making his/her basket and 
the choices made in completing the basket.  The completion part of the essay may include why 
the student chose certain colors or used a certain pattern and how they finished off the top of 
the basket 
The baskets themselves are assessed by a scoring guide. 

http://www.basketweaving.com/basket_beginnings___a_basic_history.htm
http://www.heartlandtreasuresgifts.com/basket_making
http://www.familyforest.info/basketmaking.htm


 
Sample Photos (If Available): 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Name:  _______________ 
 

Hour: ________________ 
 
 

Recycled Baskets 
Scoring Guide 

 
Score 

Area Assessed 10 8 6 4 2 
Composition 
Does your basket use 
some sort of 
pattern?  Is it 
visually appealing? 

     

Creativity 
Does your basket go 
above and beyond the 
minimum standards?  
How did you finish it? 

     

Craftsmanship 
Does your basket look 
finished?  Are the 
weavings consistent 
and completed 
correctly?  Were the 
strips cut evenly? 

     

Participation 
Are you working in 
class, positively 
participating in class 
discussions, and not 
being disruptive to 
other students or the 
teacher? 

     

Following Directions 
Did you follow the 
directions given in 
class or individually? 

     

 

A=50-45 B=44-40 C=39-35 D=34-30 F=29-0 
 
 
 



Score_________________________________/  50 
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