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Grade: 1 
Project Title: Neutral Owls 

Amount of Time Needed:  4-6 40 minute class periods 
Medium: painting & collage 

 
Art Elements and Principles: 
Color, shape 
 
Materials:  
9 x 12” paper, two per student   
Tempera cake paint, neutral colors 
Blue, violet or black 12 x 18 construction 
paper, one per student 
12 x 18 manilla paper, one per student 
Crayons, scissors, glue 
Construction paper crayons 
2 x 3” white paper, one per student 
Glow in the dark modge podge 
Ultra-fine permanent markers 
Orange and yellow paper scraps 
2 paper towels per student 
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
 
Primary goal/objective(s): 
The student/learner will: create a collage of an owl with glow-in-the-dark eyes after 
a smart notebook lesson on owls and reviewing neutral colors.   
 
 (DBAE) Art History Link:   Art Production Link: 
        Painting & collage 
  Vocabulary/ 
 Art Perception/Aesthetics:   Self/Peer Criticism: 
Neutral colors  overlapping 
 
 
TEACHING STRATEGIES: (1. Establish set, 2. State objectives, 3. Provide input, 4. Model: 
visual & verbal demonstration, 5. Check for understanding, 6. Guided practice, 7. Independent practice, 8. Closure) 
 

1. View smart notebook lesson on owls. 
2. “Today we will start work on our own owls.  We will start with paint.  

What colors do you think we’ll use?” 
3. Demonstrate painting a page black and brown and making white flecks, 

then painting another page white/gray with black and brown flecks. 
4. Students work on their own paintings. 
5. Next time: have each student draw an oval and a circle on manila paper 

to be the head and body of the owl.  Teacher checks before students cut 
out and glue to black, blue or violet paper. 

6. Students cut and glue neutral painted papers into u-shaped feathers for 
their owl bodies. 
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7. Students trace an inch sized circle with ultra-fine permanent marker and 
add pupils.  They will then paint over them with glow in the dark modge 
podge. 

8. After all feathers are added, students cut out eyes and add them along 
with orange or yellow beak and feet.  Twist paper towels for branch and 
add stars and moon with construction paper crayons. 

 
EVALUATION:     RESOURCES: 
       Smartboard or whiteboard 
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Grade: 1 
Project Title: Tropical Birds 

Amount of Time Needed:  4-6 40 minute class periods 
Medium: painting & collage 

 
Art Elements and Principles: 
Color, shape, form 
 
Materials:  
9 x 12” paper, two per student 
Tempera paint, black + 
primary & secondary colors 
Paint brushes, water cups, paint shirts 
12 x 18 light green construction paper, one per 
student 
Brown construction paper strips, 1, 2 & 3” wide 
Dark green construction paper scraps 
Scissors and glue 
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
 
Primary goal/objective(s): 
The student/learner will: create a jungle scene with tropical birds after a smart notebook lesson on 
birds and reviewing primary and secondary colors.   
 
 (DBAE) Art History Link:   Art Production Link: 
        Painting & collage 
  Vocabulary/ 
 Art Perception/Aesthetics:   Self/Peer Criticism: 
Primary colors  Secondary colors        overlapping 
 
TEACHING STRATEGIES: (1. Establish set, 2. State objectives, 3. Provide input, 4. Model: visual & verbal demonstration, 5. 
Check for understanding, 6. Guided practice, 7. Independent practice, 8. Closure) 
 

1. View smart notebook lesson on tropical birds. 
2. “Today we will start painting our own tropical birds.  We will start with paint.  What colors do 

you think we’ll use?” 
3. Lead students through painting parrots’ bodies, a primary painted one and a secondary 

painted ones. (One day paint primary parrot, next time paint secondary parrot) 
4. Students paint ONE hand primary colors and print 2x for wings, then paint ONE hand 

secondary colors and print 2x for wings. (Again, over 2 days) 
5. Review jungle habitats, and make collage jungles, accordion folding trees and making a variety 

of leaves.  Encourage LOTS OF OVERLAPPING. 
6. Students cut and glue parrots. 
7. Students glue parrots onto jungles. 
8. Thank students daily for their hard work. 

 
EVALUATION:     RESOURCES: 
       Smartboard or whiteboard 
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Grade: 2  
 

Project Title: Alligators with Texture   
 

Amount of Time Needed: 5 class periods 
 

Medium:_painting and printing 
 

Art Elements and Principles:  
Line, shape, color, texture     
 
Materials: 
12 x 18 white paper, 2 per student 
Pencils, 1 per student 
Tempera paint, primary colors 
Paint brushes, paint shirts, water cups 
Texture squares for printing (just foam squares/rectangles 
glued/ stuck to 3x4” mat board, 
Glue, scissors, sticker remenants 
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCE: 
 
Primary goal/objective(s): 
The student/learner will: draw and then paint an alligator 
after learning about alligators, their habitats and behaviors. 
 

Art History Link:   Art Production Link: 
  animals    painting 
 
 Vocabulary/Aesthetics/ 
 Art Perception:     Self/Peer Criticism: 
 “Realism” “Resist painting” “Printing” 
 
TEACHING STRATEGIES:    (1. Establish set, 2. State objectives, 3. Provide input, 4. Model: visual & verbal demonstration, 5. 
Check for understanding, 6. Guided practice , 7. Independent practice, 8. Closure) 

1. Talk with students about alligators and non-fiction information. 
2. “Today we are going to learn more about alligators so we can understand them better when we 

draw them.  Then we will paint our pictures.” 
3. Use smartboard lesson if available, and/or show video clips from: 

http://www.arkive.org/american-alligator/alligator-mississippiensis/video-00.html 
4. Model breaking an alligator’s body into simple shapes, drawing lightly. (on painting days, demo 

painting & printing techniques). 
5. Answer any questions, walk around room to be readily available to head off any problems. 
6. Students draw one day, paint 2-3 days—one day they mix blue + yellow and paint a paper solidly 

green, then cut sticker or tape to be their resist for the swampy water.  They’ll also paint their 
alligators a darker green, then mix green and add a tiny bit of red to print their alligator texture. 

7. Students will work daily—you may want them to add details with permanent marker, and add a 
“what I learned” sheet at the end of the project.. 

8. Thank students daily for their hard work, and re-cap the day’s art objectives/things learned. 
 
EVALUATION:       RESOURCES: 
Informal/observation      onehappyartteacher.blogspot.com 



aimee.fresia@leesummit.k12.mo.us  onehappyartteacher.blogspot.com 
 

Grade: 2  
Project Title: Time to Sleep   

Amount of Time Needed: 5 40 minute class periods 
Medium:_painting, printmaking and collage 

 
Art Elements and Principles:  
Line, shape, color, pattern, texture 
   
Materials: 
12x18 paper, white or red, 1 per student 
Red tempera cakes if you use white paper 
Pressed maple leaves, 5 per student 
Yellow tempera & sponge brushes 
Paste (not glue or glue sticks) 
6x9 red and orange paper, 1-2 per student 
Blue tempera  
Cool colored construction paper, 6 x 18, 
several per student 
9x12 white paper, 1 per student 
Oil pastels, scissors and glue 
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCE: 
 
Primary goal/objective(s): 
The student/learner will: create a fall scene after listening to a reading of Time to Sleep by Denise 
Fleming and viewing a smart notebook lesson on hibernation. 
 

Art History Link:   Art Production Link: 
  landscapes    painting 
 
 Vocabulary/Aesthetics/ 
 Art Perception:     Self/Peer Criticism: 
Warm colors  cool colors 
Overlapping  printmaking 
 
TEACHING STRATEGIES:    (1. Establish set, 2. State objectives, 3. Provide input, 4. Model: visual & verbal demonstration, 5. Check for 
understanding, 6. Guided practice , 7. Independent practice, 8. Closure) 

1. Read Time to Sleep to students, and talk about the beautiful illustrations. 
2. “Today we will start some pictures in the style of the book’s illustrations.” 
3. Pass out 12 x 18 paper—paint white paper red if desired, or use red paper. WRITE NAMES ON THE 

BACK. 
4. Paste 3 leaves to upper half of horizontal paper, and paint over with yellow tempera, using sponge 

brushes. Allow to dry. 
5. Next class, paste 2 leaves to 6 x 9 red or orange paper, and paint over with blue tempera.  Allow to dry, 

and collage cool colored hills and grass onto painted yellow paper. 
6. View hibernating animals smart notebook lesson, and draw 4-5 hibernating animals on white paper.  

Color with oil pastels. 
7. Cut out blue-edged leaves, and hibernating animals.  Glue to landscape. 
8. Thank students daily for their hard work, and re-cap the day’s art objectives/things learned. 

 
EVALUATION:       RESOURCES: 
Informal/observation      Time to Sleep  by Denise Fleming 

Smart board 
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Grade: 2  
 

Project Title: The Lady with the Alligator Purse   
 

Amount of Time Needed: approx 4 class periods 
 

Medium:_painting and collage 
 

Art Elements and Principles:  
Line, shape, color, texture     

 
Materials: 
6 x 9 white paper, 1 per student 
12 x 18 white paper, 1 per student 
Pencils, 1 per student 
Tempera cake paint 
Paint brushes, paint shirts, water cups 
Texture boards, green water color paint 
Crayons, glue, scissors, black permanent markers 
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCE: 
 
Primary goal/objective(s): 
The student/learner will: learn about texture and create a 
lady with an alligator purse after hearing the book The 
Lady with the Alligator Purse. 
 

Art History Link:  Art Production Link: 
      collage & painting 
 
 Vocabulary/Aesthetics/ 
 Art Perception:     Self/Peer Criticism: 
 “Texture is the way something feels or  
Looks like it would feel” 
 
TEACHING STRATEGIES:    (1. Establish set, 2. State objectives, 3. Provide input, 4. Model: visual & verbal demonstration, 5. 
Check for understanding, 6. Guided practice , 7. Independent practice, 8. Closure) 

1. Talk with students about texture. 
2. “Today we are going to use texture boards on small paper.” 
3. Have students use texture boards on 6 x 9 paper with ONE color of crayon and paint over with 

green watercolor paint. 
4. Read The Lady with the Alligator Purse aloud. 
5. Have students draw their own version of the lady in pencil, head touching top of 12 x 18 paper, 

and feet touching the bottom.  Trace in permanent marker. 
6. Students paint 2-3 days with tempera cakes, adding backgrounds if time permits.. 
7. After ladies are painted, students will follow teacher demonstration of drawing an alligator purse 

on the back of their green texture papers, cut them out and add to their ladies.  Students can add 
“When I did this project I learned” paper strips for hallway display. 

8. Thank students daily for their hard work, and re-cap the day’s art objectives/things learned. 
 
 
EVALUATION:       RESOURCES: 
Informal/observation      onehappyarttecher.blogspot.com 
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