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This project is somewhat crafty, something I tend to steer away from in the art room.  
However, with minimal effort, the end result is product that would be a fantastic 
fundraiser for the art room or an art club. 
 
Materials and Supplies: 
Electric Kiln with digital controller (all ceramic kilns are capable of firing glass, 
however, the temperatures must be controlled precisely during certain stages so an 
electronic controller is particularly helpful) 
Kiln wash for kiln shelves 
Wine bottles 
Heat resistant wire if a hanger loop is desired 
Craft wire, 20 gauge works well 
Wire snips 
Needle nose pliers 
Assorted beads  
Anything else you desire for further embellishment 
 
Procedures 

1. Clean the bottle thoroughly and allow to dry. Make sure the label is completely 
removed.  Goo Gone is helpful for removing those last little bits of extra sticky 
label glue. 

2. Make sure your kiln shelves are coated with kiln wash. (Some directions will 
advise the use of fiber paper, but I have had wonderful results with kiln wash.)  

3. If desired place a piece of heat resistant wire in the neck of the bottle to form a 
loop for hanging after slumping. 

4. Lay the bottle on its side.  
5. If slumping more than one bottle at time be sure that you have allowed plenty of 

room for the bottles to spread and not come into contact with one another.  If you 
do not they will be permanently fused. 

6. Slump bottles and allow cooling completely. 
7. Use wire scrubber and dish soap to remove kiln wash, which may stick to back of 

bottle.  Be careful not to get water inside! 
8. Embellish the neck of the bottle with wire and beads if desired. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Programming the kiln 
The following is a schedule that works well with my Amaco HF 97 Kiln.  My controller 
is a 700 Select Fire.   It is one, which I adapted from an Amaco Warm Glass Lesson Plan. 
The Amaco schedule didn’t slump the bottles completely for me, so I experimented and 
adjusted until I came up with one that did.  Don’t be afraid to do the same! 
 
 SEG 1 SEG 2 SEG 3 SEG 4 SEG 5 SEG 6 SEG 7 SEG 8 
RATE 500 500 500 600 9999 90 120 ALARM 
TEMP 500 500 1150 1350 1100 920 740 9999 
HOLD 0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12 0.10 1.00 1.00  
 
 SEG 1 SEG 2 SEG 3 SEG 4 SEG 5 SEG 6 SEG 7 SEG 8 
RATE         
TEMP         
HOLD         
 
 SEG 1 SEG 2 SEG 3 SEG 4 SEG 5 SEG 6 SEG 7 SEG 8 
RATE         
TEMP         
HOLD         
 
This schedule takes close to ten hours to complete.  I fire first thing in the morning, allow 
to cool overnight, open the kiln and allow to cool to room temperature before removing 
the bottles. 
 
 
Helpful Hints and other useful information 
If the bottle has seams you might want to set it in the kiln so that the seams are on the 
sides.  If not you may end up with a nice line running down the center of the bottle. 
 
Certain colors of glass, particularly blue and amber will develop a surface sheen on the 
top surface called devitrification.  A devit spray is available from glass craft supply 
companies. 
 
Etched and / or frosted bottles will have a glossy luster after slumping. 
 
Bottles that have a painted label will retain this after slumping though sometimes the 
colors will dull. 
 
BEWARE of bottles that have label which appear to be painted, but which have a high 
quality decal instead.  Scrape edge lightly with a razor blade when in doubt.  There are 
some tricky marauders out there! 
 
Some websites advise against slumping more that one shelf of bottles at a time, but I 
regularly fire two shelves and have not encountered problems with uneven heating. 



 
Smaller bottles slump nicely to create spoon rests, wind chimes, and more.  
 
Experiment!!! 
 
Websites  
http://www.warmglass.com/basic.htm 
http://www.amaco.com/amaco-warm-glass.html 
http://www.bigceramicstore.com/Information/Tip54.htm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This is a serving tray made from a large wine bottle. 


