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Quote of the month: 
Resolve to be tender with the

Young, compassionate with the aged,

Sympathetic with the striving, and 

Tolerant of the weak and wrong.

Sometimes in life you will have been

all of them.

Legislative Update:

	Get this information out to your family members and friends ASAP. We need their support, it is important to have someone representing you to add a face to your numbers and case file.
	
	


Judicial Proceedings Hearing for S.B. 584 & S.B. 492

Thursday, March 01, 2012 at 01:00 PM ·

2 East Miller Senate Building (11 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401) 

Senate Bill 584:  Inmates - Life Imprisonment - Parole Approval - Act Committed While a Minor, and those convicted under the felony murder statute who were not a principal in the first degree to the crime; will be Heard at 1pm. Anyone wishing to testify on any bill must sign the witness register before 12:45 p.m. If you have written testimony, please submit 20 copies to the staff for distribution by 12:00 p.m.

We are also planning to hold a press conference and rally in front of the State Capitol at 11 am.

S.B. 584 focuses on parole approval for inmates, whose acts were committed when they were under 18. It is sponsored by Sen. Nathaniel McFadden. 

S.B. 492 focuses on parole for inmates who were not a principal in the first degree to the crime. It is sponsored by Sen. Lisa Gladden.

We are planning to have volunteer and supporter meeting February 18, from 11-1 PM. This meeting will outline our strategy for the hearings on March 1. We now have new office space: the location is 1111 Park Ave, Sutton Place, suite 151. It is right off Howard St. 

Jessup Region:

JCI Letters from or To; Arlando “Tray” Jones III, Kareem Hasan, Michael Crawson, Wayne Brewton
MCI-J: Letters from or To: Melvin B. Coley
MCI-W 
Letter from or To: 
Hagerstown Region:
MCTC:
Letters From or To: 
MCI-H: Letters From or To: Gary Pescrillo, Dean Wright, Michael Ringgold, Gary Miller, Alonzo E. Turner-Bey, Ra’uf Matin
RCI: Letters From or To:
 Robert Stewart, (4), Earon P. Timmons, Gordon Pack
Cumberland Region:
WCI: Letters From or To:  John H. Ristick, Robert Watson
NBCI: Letters From or To: Damon Jones
Easton Shore Region:
ECI: Letters From or To: Ronald Drake
Patuxent: Letters From or To: Donald E. Scaggs, Donald Bovello, John A. Jones, Arthur Miles
General News: 
We are currently up dating our web page, and created Blog page where we will be reporting our position on various issues, and updating our supporter. Below are excerpts from our first post. 

Prison reform in Maryland has not kept pace with other states, and while Maryland had one of the most progressive prison systems in the country prior to 1993, it now lags behind in prison reform. Maryland’s system had a robust educational and vocational program, with parole expectancy built into the system. A person progressed from maximum security to medium, minimum, prerelease, work release, family leave, and eventually released on parole. While much has been done to improve the parole system, and increase eligible person’s chances of being released there are still major areas of concern. Specifically programming for those being released, and access to reentry programs once released. 

The Risk assessment instrument is a valuable tool, it helps identify people who can be safely supervised in the community, and should be applied to all categories of incarcerated individuals. People serving parole eligible life sentences has a less recidivism rate than all others release on parole, less than 6%. An area of specific concern is those individuals who were sentenced as juveniles, and those convicted under the felony murder rule; people who were not the primary in committing the crime. 
Paroling more people could save money. Appropriately increasing the use of parole can safely reduce prison and jail populations and their associated costs.  In 2010, the annual cost of supervising a person on probation or parole in Maryland was $1,850, which is only five percent of the $36,000 per person cost of incarceration. Maryland Bar Journal. Correctional Reform, December 2011. Monique Dixon, Tracy Velázquez, Walter Lomax.
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The strength of any effort, is the exact measure of its result.

“Never give in – Never give up.” 
Walter Lomax, P.O. Box 33313, M.R.J. I. 4 Phases, 

Baltimore, Maryland 21218
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