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Commonsense Reforms for the Commonwealth; Senate Amendments to Watch 

 
The $33.9 billion Senate budget proposal calls for 

an increase of $1.4 billion, or about 4.4% over the 

current year. Although the Legislature’s budget 

stands firm in rejecting the Governor’s $1.9 billion 

tax package, it leaves plenty of room for reform. 

There are several reform-minded amendments 

being offered that deserve an up or down vote as 

the Senate begins their budget debate on 

Wednesday.  

 

The Senate’s budget once again demonstrated that there is room for tax reform. Amendments to watch 

are: rolling back the sales tax to 5%, rolling back the income tax to 5%, establishing a sales tax holiday for 

this year, and establishing a permanent sales tax holiday. Implementing these amendments would be a 

step in the right direction towards attracting economic growth and jobs. Amendment 104 offers the 

concept of zero based budgeting. Zero based budgeting would require state leaders to re-examine how 

they spend taxpayer money every year, starting from zero, instead of the taking the previous year’s 

budget and adding more spending needs.  

 

Other amendments address long-neglected failures of government accountability and transparency.  

Amendment 100 calls for audits of credit cards issued by any state agency, including an accounting of 

credit cards issued to all current and former agency employees and the aggregate monetary amount of 

credit card transactions per agency. Amendment 101 calls for a commission to look into the cost of 

public employment compensation, specifically focusing on those making over $100,000. Amendment 

131 calls for a special commission to study and make recommendations concerning functional overlaps 

and other redundancies among state agencies and opportunities to promote efficiency and 

accountability in state government. 

 

Finally, there are much-needed amendments to 

reform welfare benefits and EBT cards. These 

include amendment 287, an effort to require a 

valid Social Security number to receive public 

housing, amendment 638, to require a valid Social 

Security number to qualify for any public assistance 

program, amendment 637  would require photo 

ID’s on EBT cards, and others would reduce cash 

access from EBT cards, establish a mandatory re-

enrollment period for all enrollees in the 

Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent 

Children program (TAFDC), and institute an eligibility verification system that would verify income, assets 

and identity before sending benefits.  In addition, amendment 116 calls for a Bureau of Program Integrity 

to monitor quality, efficiency and integrity of programs administered by the Executive Office of Health 

and Human Services. Below is a listing of the Senate amendments to watch.  

 

“According to the Beacon Hill Institute of 

Suffolk University, the tax hike proposals 

moving through the Legislature will result in 

2,460 fewer jobs in Massachusetts and will 

lower disposable income by about $250 per 

household.” 

State House News Service, 5/21/2013 
 

 

These amendments are Commonsense 

Reforms for the Commonwealth. They would 

promote accountability and reform state 

government. We will be using our Legislative 

Scorecard to track these key votes, check our 

website at www.MassFiscal.org to learn 

more.  



AMENDMENT LISTING: 

1. Rolling back the Sales tax to 5%.  

Amendment # 2: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/2/Text 

This amendment would roll back the sales tax from its current level of 6.25% to 5% by August 2014. 

 

2. Rolling back the Income Tax  to 5% 

Amendment # 5: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/5/Text 

This amendment would roll back the sales tax from its current level of 5.25% to 5% by January 2016. 

 

3. Zero-Based Budgeting 

Amendment # 104: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/104/Text 

This amendment calls to implement a “zero-based budget” by July, 2016, which will mean a budget that has 

a $0 dollar amount as its basis rather than continuously building off of prior budgets. 

 

4. Agency Credit Card Audit 

Amendment # 100: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/100/Text 

This amendment calls on the state Auditor to audit credit cards issued on behalf of any state agency.  

 

5. State Employee Compensation Study 

Amendment # 101: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/101/Text 

This amendment calls on the Commission to conduct a comprehensive review of public employment and 

compensation, including: a comparison of public employees with salaries above $100,000. 

 

6. Bureau of Program Integrity 

Amendment # 116: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/116/Text 

The Bureau shall monitor the quality, efficiency and integrity of programs administered by the Executive 

Office of Health and Human Services.  

 

7. Government Efficiencies Commission 

Amendment # 131: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/131/Text 

This amendment calls for a special commission to study and make recommendations concerning functional 

overlaps and other redundancies among state agencies. 

 

8. Eligibility Requirements for Public Housing 

Amendment # 287: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/287/Text 

This amendment states that no form of public housing assistance shall be granted to an individual who has 

not presented a valid Social Security number that has been verified. 

 

9. EBT Photo Identification 

Amendment # 637: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/637/Text 

 This amendment would require the use of photo ID on EBT cards. 

 

10. Eligibility Requirements for Public Assistance 

Amendment # 638: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/638/Text 

This amendment states that no form of public assistance shall be granted to an individual who has not 

presented a valid Social Security number that has been verified.  

 

 



11. Benefit Eligibility Verification Integrity 

Amendment # 583: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/583/Text 

This amendment calls on The Executive Office of Health and Human Services to establish and maintain a 

computerized income, asset, and identity eligibility verification system to collect data necessary to verify 

income, assets, and identity when determining an applicant’s eligibility for assistance, prior to the distribution 

of benefits and during eligibility reviews, in order to eliminate the duplication of assistance and deter fraud 

within each public benefits program administered by the office. 

 

12. Reduce EBT Cash Access 

Amendment # 641: http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S3/Amendment/Senate/641/Text 

This amendment calls for numerous reforms including adding regulations for cash assistance for EBT cards.  

 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MASSACHUSETTS FISCAL 

ALLIANCE MAY BE FOUND AT WWW.MASSFISCAL.ORG 

 


