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Mass Fiscal Alliance Highlights 15 Key Amendments to 2015 Senate Budget
Group urges Senate members to take public votes & pass all these taxpayer-friendly changes

Boston, MA: The Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance, which advocates for fiscal responsibility and good-government policies,
released today a list of 15 taxpayer-friendly amendments to the FY2015 Senate budget in advance of the debate beginning today.
The group also encouraged all Senate members to support each proposal, and announced that it would score at
www.MassFiscalScorecard.org all roll call votes cast on those amendments and the vote on the budget.

“These amendments are sponsored by 5 state senators from both parties, and their districts span from the Berkshires to
the North Shore, and from Melrose to Marshfield to Mattapoisett.” stated Paul Craney, the group's executive director.
“Nonetheless, when taken together, they address all three aspects of our organization's mission to promote right-of-center
fiscal, economic, and good-government policies, and adding them to the budget would greatly benefit the hardworking
men and women of Massachusetts.”

The 15 amendments, which are all listed below, represent a mere fraction of the nearly 1,000 filed.

“All state senators who take seriously their obligations to help foster a strong economic climate in this state and to take
steps toward a better, more efficient and more transparent government should support these sensible proposals. Through
our scorecard, we intend to ensure that the voters of the Commonwealth are aware which senators do take those
obligations seriously, and which ones don't,” Craney concluded.

Full List of Amendments Referenced
#12 (Tarr) Medical Device Tax Credit Commission: Establishes a special commission to study the feasibility of implementing
a tax credit to offset the medical device tax imposed by Obamacare.
#16 (Tarr) Reducing the Sales Tax to 5%: Reduces the sales tax rate from 6.25% to 5%.
#24 (Tarr) Repeal of Infinite Gas Tax: Ends the linkage between the gas tax and inflation passed as part of the FY2014 budget.
#25 (Tarr) Income Tax Reduction: Gradually reduces the state income tax from its current 5.2% to 5.0% over the next two
years.
#27 (Hedlund) Death Tax Repeal: Repeals the death tax, also known as the estate tax.
#45 (Tarr) Job Creation Tax Credit: Establishes a tax incentive for business which add full-time employees who also meet
certain other requirements.
#55 (Hedlund) – Pension System Reporting Standards: Seeks to force the updating of state pension accounting standards.
#56 (Hedlund) Transparency in State Spending: Directs the State Treasurer to post all payouts of severance and settlement
agreements involving employee disputes on the Open Checkbook website, and requires that information to include the amount of
the settlement and to whom it was paid.
#86 (Tarr) – Surplus Funds to Local Aid: Directions distribution of 50% of the Commonwealth's surplus (up to $50 million) as
unrestricted local aid.
#128 (Montigny) - Publication of Collective Bargaining Agreements Online: requires that certain classes of collective
bargaining agreements be made available on the website of the Division of Labor Standards.
#137 (Downing) – Put Municipal Budgets Online: requires that every municipality provide to DOR’s Division of Local
Services an electronic copy of its annual operating budget and that the Division post those budgets on its website.
#166 (Lewis) Government Efficiencies Commission: creates a special commission to study and make recommendations
concerning functional overlaps and other redundancies among state agencies.
#168 (Tarr) CORI Checks for ACA Navigators: requires background checks be conducted on anyone employed as a
“Navigator” to faciliate the implementation of Obamacare.
#192 (Tarr) Credit Card Audit: directs the State Auditor to conduct an annual audit of credit cards issued on behalf of every
state agency.
#836 (Tarr) - EBT reforms: Proposes a series of six reforms to EBT programs.
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