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For the first time in many years, a handful of harmful tax hike proposals are about to become
law. These tax hikes are no doubt going to hurt the economy and will do nothing to help alleviate
the high cost of living or the high cost of doing businesses in Massachusetts.

Two weeks ago, House Speaker Bob DeLeo and the House of Representatives voted for a half a
billion dollars in tax hikes, which includes an increase to the gasoline tax, utilities and the tech
industry. The Legislature voted to support tying the gasoline tax to the rate of inflation, which
prevents future uncomfortable votes to continue raising taxes. The last time the Legislature
raised our gasoline taxes was in 1991. They don’t like to do it. Now their tax hike proposal will
go before the Senate.

It’s essentially up to Senate President Theresa Murray to either allow the tax hikes to go before
the governor’s desk, who is eager to sign them into law, or she could do us all a favor and stop
them.

But is anyone paying attention? Spring is in the air and summer solstice is only a short 45 days
away. Kids will be out of school and the Cape will be full of activity soon.

For those of us who closely watch the activities in the State House, we have seen this coming for
some time. The Beach Boys said it best, “Well it’s been building up inside of me, for oh I don’t
know how long. I don’t know why, but I keep thinking, something’s bound to go wrong.”

Senate President Murray, please tell us, “Everything will turn out alright” and you’ll stop these
harmful tax hikes before they become law. It’s very unlikely the Senate president will buck her
party; obedience above economics seems to be the driving force for this legislative body.

Two weeks ago, the House debated and passed the budget, including the Speaker’s transportation
plan that contains the tax hikes previously mentioned. When the Legislature had the opportunity
to study how these tax hikes would affect the Massachusetts economy before they became law,
only one Democrat joined the 29 Republicans to study the bill. Similar to Obamacare, elected
officials voted on a major economic piece of legislation without really knowing what’s in the bill
and how it will affect the economy.

However, several amendments were offered by legislators in hopes of ushering in reform and
savings for taxpayers. Minority Leader Brad Jones introduced an amendment, known as the 5-5-
5 plan, which would roll back the income tax and sales tax to 5 percent over 5 years. In 2000,
1,541,771 voters supported rolling back the income tax to 5 percent and the referendum won
statewide approval. Last week, Rep. Jones’ amendment failed and 118 state representatives voted
against the will of the voters. Only six Democrats joined the 29 Republicans to support this
measure.



Leader Jones offered a comprehensive EBT reform amendment which included adding a photo
ID to EBT cards, restricting EBT spending to only essential items, implementing a system to
retailers who accept EBT in order to make sure restrictions on EBT spending are enforced,
increasing penalties to store owners who fail to implement EBT restrictions, restricting cash
withdrawal in states besides Massachusetts and its surrounding states, increasing proof of
identification when applying for EBT beyond self-declaration, requiring rent and utility bills to
be paid online through EBT, and screening EBT use. This EBT reform amendment was voted to
be sent to a study committee by a vote of 106-51. This means EBT reform was set aside for an
indefinite amount of time to be “studied” despite the state’s dire need for EBT and welfare
reform. Twenty-two Democrats joined the 29 Republicans to support this measure.

Rep. Shauna O’Connell, R-Taunton, sponsored a handful of amendments also relating to
reforming the state’s welfare and EBT system. Among them was an amendment requiring a
Social Security number to be verified in order to receive public housing and mandating photo
IDs be placed on EBT cards by a certain date. Rep. O’Connell’s amendments failed in the
House.

The Speaker’s budget passed with the support of every Democrat in the House of
Representatives who voted. The Republicans were united in their opposition and the budget was
approved by a vote of 127-29.

When 100 percent of the Democratic state representatives vote with their Speaker on a key issue
like the budget, it demonstrates that the No. 1 priority for them is showing obedience to their
Speaker. The Speaker’s budget included new taxes, higher taxes and taxes that are tied to the rate
of inflation. Voting for a budget that puts Massachusetts on a path toward higher taxes is not
smart economics or politics; in this case it just shows obedience.
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