
Co-op steering team meeting on Thursday, October 17th, 2013

What:    Steering Team Meeting

When:   Thursday, October 17th
             7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.

Where: The Starline Factory
             306 Front St.
             Harvard, IL 60033

 
 

Note: if you are interested in working on a committee to tackle the
tasks we must complete to move forward, then this could be a good
meeting for you to attend!

Why I want a food co-op store?  
Starting this month you will find a short essay in this space written by supporters of the
McHenry County Food Cooperative 
 

              Read more 

http://gallery.mailchimp.com/b797b13fbbf1618f3e368b5b5/files/Why_a_food_co_op_store_article.1.pdf


              Read more 

Please join us at the THE GREEN LIVING EXPO 

  Click here to get more information

ACHIEVING  CRITICAL MASS
 

We now have connected with 354 folk around the county and a few outliers who have
subscribed to our mailing list and have expressed support for our cause.  Thinking
back to a few months ago we had self proclaimed goal to reach 300 by the first of
August 2013.  We achieved that goal and since then added 54 more people.  While we
feel good about that, we likely need to triple that number to reach the critical mass
we need to consider opening a co-op store.  The upcoming Green Living Expo should
help us to others that may not have heard about us. 

What is striking to me about the chart above is to see our great growth in July and
very modest growth since then.  This is depicted by the dark blue bands at the top of
each bar graph.  With this in mind, we need you to keep spreading the word about the
McHenry County Food Cooperative. Please encourage anybody you know who likes
the idea of more local food to register on our web site www.mchenrycountycoop.com.
 They will receive periodic news updates, meeting notices and very soon the
opportunity to show their support by becoming a paid member.  Remember too
that you can download and print flyers from the web site to post in conspicuous
places. 

In the spirit of spreading the word and in the spirit of cooperation, I promised Ms.
Pat Dieckhoff, I would help her spread the word about a solar energy program called
Power Pack and their informational meetings called Power Hour.  You may recall, Pat
works at the Center for Sustainability at McHenry County College and she was our
guest speaker at our July meeting.  The Power Hour meetings are designed to
educate consumers on the benefits of solar energy and demonstrate that solar power
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educate consumers on the benefits of solar energy and demonstrate that solar power
has never been cheaper or easier to install.  I attended a Power Hour at MCC in
September and I can now vouch for this idea being true.  I now can't wait to install
solar panels on my house after having attended this meeting.  Information will be
available at the upcoming Green Living Expo and another Power Hour will happen on
November 14, 2013 in Woodstock.  For more information and to RSVP for this free
Power Hour click here. 

LAST MONTHS MEETING
The September 2013 meeting was a public information meeting which we hold every
few months.  At this meeting, presentations were made by Doug Close to bring
everybody up to speed on our food co-op initiative.  Quite a few newcomers were in
attendance to also receive this information.  In addition, a presentation was made
by Dan Volkers of the McHenry County Food and Farmland Task Force. The McHenry
County Food and Farmland Task Force was formed in order to conduct a
comprehensive local food assessment within McHenry County. The Task Force is led
by Openlands, a regional land conservation organization, who seeks to survey
producers, consumers, restaurants, chefs, caterers, grocery stores, etc. regarding
local food usage within the county. A draft copy of the McHenry County Local Food
Assessment Executive Summary and Recommendation can download (click here).  We
feel it is important to know about and engage with people involved in other initiatives
in our county that have to do with food, conservation and sustainability. It is the
vision of the McHenry County Food Cooperative to launch a member-owned and run
grocery store (food cooperative) by May 2015.  This store with promote a healthy,
ethical and resilient community with a full product line. We intend to strengthen local
and regional food relationships by sourcing locally when feasible. Our emphasis will be
on providing fairly priced natural food and products. In addition, we expect a wide
range of organic choices will be available and determined by the members.

Thank you for your interest and support!

Locally yours,

Scott
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