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Weekend of Prayer
for the Poor

27 years ago on October 17th, 100,000 people gathered in Paris, France to remember the
victims of poverty, hunger and violence. It was the first International Anti-Poverty Day and since
then many community groups, churches and charities use the date to recommit their efforts to
help the poor.
There is only one year left for the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to conclude and
although much has been achieved over the last 13 years, there are still 1.2 billion people living in
extreme poverty. This prayer guide aims to help you and your prayer partners to remember the
poor on the weekend of October 17-19 as people across the globe unite to pray for those
denied power by poverty.
This guide will look at the achievements of the eight MDGs and the challenges that remain. It
also sets out points to help you pray.
All they asked was that
we should continue to
remember the poor, the very thing I
was eager to do.
Galatians 2:10

were taken

Friday 17th October 2014
International Anti-Poverty Day

Goal 1 Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
CHALLENGES:

Achievement:

The rate of people living in extreme poverty was
halved between 19901 and 2010, five years earlier
than the 2015 deadline. The number of people
living in extreme poverty fell from 1.9 billion in
1990 to 1.2 billion in 2010.
About 173 million fewer people worldwide
suffered from chronic hunger in 2011–2013
than in 1990–1992.

Prayer Points:
Thank God that, despite continued setbacks, many people have

About one in five people in
developing regions still lives on less
than $1.25 per day (the agreed
level for extreme poverty).
Vulnerable employment accounted
for 56 per cent of all employment
in developing regions, compared to
10 per cent in developed regions.
Every day in 2013, 32,000 people
had to abandon their homes
to seek protection
due to conflict.

been lifted above extreme poverty levels.
Pray that anti-poverty campaigns all over the world will mobilise
people to pray and take action to tackle causes of poverty; that
people at all levels of society in rich and poorer countries will do
their part to fight poverty; and that Christ’s church everywhere will
set an example of helping and advocating for the poor.
Pray for those unemployed and with no access to a secure
livelihood; pray that local governments will act and make decisions
that also benefit the poor.

LOcal focus:
Pray for the poor
among you, remember those
living in deprived areas and
slums (informal settlements).
Pray that initiatives and
programmes will come
about to empower the poor.

Pray for those who have become poorer and homeless due to
conflict. Remember those displaced in Gaza, Syria, South Sudan,
Ukraine and Iraq who have lost everything. Pray for peace and that
those forced to leave their homes will have the resources to rebuild
their lives.

SAY A Prayer
Father God, we thank you for those whose lives have materially improved over the last decade, and
for all the effort made to reduce poverty. But, we pray that more people worldwide will get involved
to eradicate extreme poverty. We pray that world leaders, in governments and businesses will be
inspired and committed to prioritise the poor. Father God, we remember those living in conflict
areas, we pray for peace and healing and that their primary needs will be met. In Christ Jesus we pray.
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All the goals use 1990 statistics as their baseline. All data and statistics were taken from The Millennium Development Goals
Report 2014.
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2014%20MDG%20report/MDG%202014%20English%20web.pdf
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Goal 2 Achieve universal primary education
CHALLENGES:

Achievement:
90% of children in developing regions are
attending primary school and disparities in
primary school enrolment between boys and
girls are being eliminated in all developing
regions.

Half of the 58 million out-of-school
children of primary school ages live
in conflict affected areas.
More than 1 in 4 children in
developing regions entering primary
school are likely to drop out.
781 million adults and 126 million
youth worldwide lack basic literary
skills, and more than 60% of them
are women.

Prayer Points:
Thank God for the children in poorer countries that were able
to access primary education over the last 14 years and that more
girls have more opportunities to attend school.
Pray that those entering primary education will have the
resources to complete at least five years of education.
Pray that poor countries will have the resources to create
programmes to provide literacy and professional training to adults,
especially women.

LOcal focus:
Pray for teachers in your
church, country, city/town.
Pray that they might be an
instrument to empower
children today to be all that
God intends them to be.

SAY A Prayer
Father God, we thank you for the improvements that were made to enable many children to
enter primary education worldwide. We ask that you provide a way for them to continue.
Father, we pray that adults, especially women, will also have access to literacy and professional
training that will benefit their families and societies. In Christ Jesus we pray.
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saturday 18th October 2014
Goal 3 Promote gender equality and empower women
CHALLENGES:

Achievement:
In 1990, in southern Asia, only 74
girls were enrolled in primary
school for every 100 boys. By 2012,
the enrolment ratios were the same
for girls as for boys.

In sub-Saharan Africa, Oceania and
Western Asia, girls still face barriers
to entering both primary and
secondary school.
In North Africa, women hold
less than one in five paid jobs
in the non-agricultural sector.

In 46 countries, women now hold
more than 30 per cent of seats in
their national parliament.

Prayer Points:
Thank God that gender equality has increased in many parts of
the world, the voices of women are heard and girls are getting
more access to education.
Pray for the removal of cultural and structural barriers which
hinder girl's education and female employment. Pray that women's
contributions and achievements would be recognised in all walks
of life.
Pray against violence against women. Remember those sold to
prostitution as sex slaves or as domestic servants; pray that local
authorities will have the resources to create programmes to
provide literacy and professional training to women.

LOcal focus:

Pray for the women in
your church, that they
might have the freedom
and the ability to fulfil their
call as godly women in
their roles as daughters,
sisters,mothers, wives and
leaders.

SAY A Prayer
Father God, we thank you for increased opportunities for women and girls in many places
around the world. We pray that you might continue to lift cultural or structural barriers that
hinder women from receiving education or equal work opportunities to men.
Father we pray for women and young girls sold and trafficked for the sex industry. We pray
for tougher legislation and better response from police forces around the world to tackle
criminal organisations. In Christ Jesus we pray.
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Goal 4 Reduce child mortality
Achievement:

CHALLENGES:

The child mortality rate has
almost halved since 1990; six
million fewer children died in
2012 than in 1990.
Immunization against measles
helped prevent nearly 14
million deaths between 2000
and 2012.

LOcal focus:
Pray for your local
maternal clinics, and
hospitals. Pray that young
children will have access
to basic health care in
your area.

Globally, four out of every five deaths of
children under age five continue to occur in
sub-Saharan Africa and southern Asia.

Prayer Points:
Thank God for the lives that we saved over the last decades
due to medical and health improvements.
Pray that national and local governments will be committed
to use their resources to implement and improve health care
facilities; that more vaccines and medical treatments become
available especially in rural and remote areas.

SAY A Prayer
Father God, we thank you that the lives of many children around
the world were spared due to medical care improvements over
the last years. But Father, there is still a great number of young
children and new-born babies at risk especially in sub-Saharan
Africa and Southern Asia, so we pray that governments in these
parts of the world will prioritise the lives of their children. In
Christ Jesus we pray.

Goal 5 Improve maternal health
Achievement:

The proportion of deliveries in developing
regions attended by skilled health personnel
rose from 56 to 68 per cent between 1990
and 2012.
52 per cent of pregnant women had the
recommended four (or more) antenatal care
visits during pregnancy in 2012, an increase
from 37 per cent in 1990. The global mortality
ratio dropped by 45 per cent, but despite
improvement, the numbers still fall short of the
MDG target to reduce maternal mortality
ratio by three quarters by 2015.

CHALLENGES:
Almost 300,000 women
died globally in 2013 from
causes related to pregnancy and
childbirth. In 2012, 40 million
births in developing regions were
not attended by skilled health
personnel, and over 32 million of
those births occurred in rural
areas.
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Prayer Points:
Thank God that there are more skilled health workers and
antenatal care visits available now than 2 decades ago.
Pray that countries will direct resources to train and equip
more health workers, to ensure that mothers, especially in
rural areas will have adequate antenatal visits and medical
assistance during delivery time.

LOcal focus:
Pray for mothers and pregnant
women in your church,
for protection and for adequate
health care in your area.

SAY A Prayer
Father God, we thank you for mothers. We thank you that more women now receive antenatal care
visits and that there are more skilled health workers in poorer countries. But we pray that initiatives
to train new health workers will become available. We pray that governments will pay more attention
to rural areas, which are often neglected, and the lives of pregnant women in those areas will be
looked after. In Christ Jesus we pray.
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SUNDAY 19th October 2014
Goal 6 Combat HIV, malaria and other diseases
Achievement:
Globally, the number of new HIV infections per 100
adults (aged 15 to 49) declined by 44 per cent
between 2001 and 2012.
Antiretroviral medicines were delivered to 9.5
million people in developing regions in 2012.
Malaria interventions saved the lives of 3 million
young children between 2000 and 2012.
Between 1995 and 2012, tuberculosis treatment
saved 22 million lives.

CHALLENGES:
There were an estimated 35.3 million people living with HIV
worldwide in 2012, as new HIV infections continued to
exceed the number of AIDS related deaths and as a record
number of people have been receiving antiretroviral therapy,
keeping them alive longer.
Almost 600 children died every day of AIDS-related causes
in 2012 and globally there are an estimated 17.8 million
children aged 0 to 17 years who have lost either one parent,
or both, to AIDS.
Between 2004 and 2013, more than 700 million bed nets to prevent mosquito bites - were delivered to countries in
sub-Saharan Africa. However, only an estimated 36 per cent
of the population living in malaria-risk areas in sub-Saharan
Africa were sleeping under an insecticide-treated bed net in
2013.

Prayer Points:
Thank God for all HIV/AIDS initiatives and programmes that inform and
equip people about infection and
prevention globally. Thank God for those
in poorer areas that have access to
antiretroviral medicines and bed nets.
Pray that people affected by
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria in
poorer parts of the world will have
access to drugs and medical treatments.
Pray that more finance will be directed
to save the lives of those living in
high-risk areas.
Pray that God will use local churches
around the world to welcome and
advocate for those excluded by
HIV/AIDS - especially children that were
made orphans by the disease.

LOcal focus:
Pray for those living
with HIV/AIDS in your
community. Pray that your
local government provides
health programs to care
for sufferers.

In 2012, an estimated 1.3 million people died from TB, as
many as 74,000 children died of the disease globally in 2012.
TB is among the top three causes of death among women
aged 15 to 442 .

SAY A Prayer

Father God we thank you for what has been done to prevent HIV, malaria and tuberculosis
around the world, and we thank you for the lives that were spared over the last years.
Father, we remember those living with AIDS in very poor areas without access to treatment
and drugs, and we pray that this will soon change; we pray that resources will be directed to
those areas and lives will be saved. In Christ Jesus we pray.
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Data from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.
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http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/about/diseases/tuberculosis/?gclid=CjwKEAjw4PCfBRCz966N9pvJ4GASJAAEdM_KRX3y-loutmTieGxYkF4dVbq7RNOtOoWqAYyrufkt6hoC-n3w_wcB

Goal 7 Ensure environmental sustainability
CHALLENGES:

Achievement:
Over 2.3 billion more people have
gained access to clean sources of
drinking water since 1990.
Between 1990
and 2012, almost
2 billion people
obtained access
to improved
sanitation.

One-third of urban residents in
developing regions still live in slums
(informal settlements).
748 million people still draw their drinking
water from an unimproved source.
1 billion people still don’t have access
to adequate sanitation.

Prayer Points:
Thank God for those who have gained access to improved
sources of drinking water and for those who have access to
improved sanitation.
Thank God that more and more people are aware of
environmental issues and are taking some sort of action to care
for God’s creation.
Pray for those living in slums around the great cities in the
developing world, pray that governmental officials will make the
effort to concentrate resources to create infrastructure to
improve sanitation and access to drinking water.

LOcal focus:
Pray that your church
and local community would
commit to looking into ways
your local environment could
be improved. Pray for those
that live in poorer areas and
have little or no access to
drinking water, sewage
systems and electricity. Pray
that local officials will also
prioritise their basic needs.

Pray for efficient rubbish management like recycling
programmes, and for proper disposal to be created in poorer
parts of the world.
Pray that governments will invest in renewable energy
sources such as solar and wind, so that power will be available to
all, even in isolated and poorer parts of the world.

SAY A Prayer
Father God, we thank you for those who now have access to drinking water and improved
sanitation. We thank you that more people are learning about environmental care and are
taking action to protect your creation. Father we remember those living in slums and
deprived areas without access to clean water and sanitation; we pray that national and local
governments would commit to improve the places where poor people live and provide for
their basic needs. In Christ Jesus we pray.
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Goal 8 Develop a global partnership for development
Achievement:

Many partnerships between government, civil societies, academia,
private sector and international institutions were made around the world to
accelerate progress in achieving the MDGs.
Official development assistance stood at $134.8 billion in 2013, the highest level ever
recorded.
80 per cent of imports from developing countries enter developed countries
duty-free.

Prayer Points:
Thank God for all partnerships made around the world to help
the poor and improve their lives. Thank God that despite world
conflicts and national interest, world leaders agreed to the MDGs.
Although there is still a lot to be done, now at least there are
clearer goals to guide global development.
Pray that God might provide for organisations and institutions
advocating for the poor; bringing governments and large companies
to account for their actions and policies to ensure their practices
do not harm the poor.

LOcal focus:
Pray for your local
churches and organizations.
Pray for unity among local
Christians to partner with
each other to help the
poor in your area.

Pray that multinational corporations would pay their fair share
of taxes and that the extra revenue might be used to improve
people’s lives.
Pray for the development agenda beyond 2015; that MDGs
issues will continue to be addressed with even more effort from all
nations.

SAY A Prayer
Father God, we thank you for the partnerships that were formed over the past years with the
goal to help those living in extreme poverty. We thank you for all the efforts made, across
different parts of the world, for those working from office blocks as well as for those helping
the poor in more practical ways. We thank you Father God, because their work in you is not
in vain, and it has eternal value. We also pray for those who have come to know you in the
process - may they grow in faith and in knowledge of you. We pray that as resources and
improvement are brought to the poor, your Good News might be made known.
In Christ Jesus we pray.
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THANK YOU!
Thank you for praying over these 3 days. Our prayers of intercession are vital.You can keep
on praying using the Micah Prayer resource ‘Use by 2015’ on page 11:
http://micahchallenge.org/upload/resources/media_items/useby2015.pdf
Sign the Global Call to the G20! You can take one simple action to address global inequalities
in tax and transparency:
http://exposedcampaign.com
For more practical actions see the ‘What could you do?’ page:
http://micahchallenge.org/upload/resources/media_items/useby2015.pdf

w: micahchallenge.org I f: micahchallenge I t: @micah_2015
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