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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DISTRICT IN SUPPORT OF A REQUEST FOR FUNDING FROM THE STATE GREENHOUSE GAS
REDUCTION FUND FOR IMPLEMENTATION BY TRANSIT OPERATORS OF A TRANSIT PASS
PROGRAM FOR COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY, AND K-12 STUDENTS AND FOR RESIDENTS OF DEED
RESTRICTED AFFORDABLE HOMES NEAR TRANSIT SERVICES

Subject:

The following resolution is presented by Board Members Eng and Svonkin:
WHEREAS,

Transit pass programs across the country and in California have resulted in significant
increases in transit ridership, GHG reductions, and access to economic and
educational opportunities; and

WHEREAS,

Transit programs can be targeted to key demographic groupings such as students,
low-income households, seniors, and people with disabilities, among others; and

WHEREAS,

Subsidized transit passes act as a significant economic push factor to increase transit
ridership while decreasing car ownership, VMT, and emissions; and

WHEREAS,

UC Berkeley's Class Pass program resulted in the student transit mode share
increasing from 14 percent in 1997 to 27 percent in 2008 while student drive-alone
share decreased from 16 percent to 7 percent during the same period; and

WHEREAS,

Santa Monica City College's "Any Line, Any Time" transit pass program with Santa
Monica's Big Blue Bus resulted in 2.5 million boardings in 2011-2012 and more than
40 percent of students, faculty, and staff arriving at campus via transit; and

WHEREAS,

There is tremendous interest in transit passes and active transportation throughout the
state; and

WHEREAS,

Cost-effective Greenhouse Gas strategies have multiple co-benefits of facilitating
access to education and to jobs, reducing criteria pollutants and oil consumption, and
enhancing broader equity goals by meeting the needs of all communities, including
disadvantaged communities, for convenient and efficient low-emission alternatives;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED,

That the Los Angeles Community College District supports legislation that would
provide $25 million for implementation by transit operators of a transit pass program
for college, university and K-12 students from the state's Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund.
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The Honorable Kevin de León
President pro Tempore, California State Senate
The Honorable Toni Atkins
Speaker, California State Assembly
Dear Governor Brown, President pro Tempore de León and Speaker Atkins:
Universal student transit pass programs have proven a boon to students throughout California as well as the nation,
increasing student transit ridership from 70% to 200% according to a UCLA study. We know that converting
automobile drivers to transit results in lower greenhouse gas emissions. That is why I join other education leaders in
urging you to set aside $25 million of the still unallocated 40% of Cap & Trade dollars for the implementation of
student transit pass programs at colleges and universities in California.
Because of Santa Monica College’s “Any Line Any Time” program in partnership with the Big Blue Bus, 40% of all
students, faculty and staff now arrive on the college campus by bus. U.C. Berkeley’s “Class Pass” program doubled the
student transit mode share over ten years, while reducing the student drive-alone share by half. Both the Riverside
Community College District and, more recently, my own San Bernardino Community College District have adopted
similar programs, producing similar results for Inland Empire students.
A notable co-benefit of student transit pass programs like these is that they also fill empty seats on trains and buses,
reducing the cost per rider for transit agencies and the taxpayers who support them.
We applaud you for setting ambitious goals for reducing GHG emissions and petroleum use and believe that student
transit pass programs are a win for everyone — for the State because they will help achieve these goals, for students
and their families because they help reduce the cost of and increase access to education, for cities since colleges and
universities are among the biggest generators of traffic, and finally for transit agencies because such programs provide
convenient, low-carbon transportation options for a population of students who could become life-long users of transit.
Respectfully yours,

John Longville, President
San Bernardino Community College District Board of Trustees

Author, Article II, Section 2.5, California State Constitution • Rialto City Councilmember, 1978-84 & 1986-87 • Rialto Mayor, 1987-98
President, San Bernardino Associated Governments, 1982-83 • President, Southern California Association of Governments, 1992-93
Founding Board Member, Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC), 1991-98 • MSRC Chair, 1993-98
Founding Board Member, Southern California Regional Rail Authority (METROLINK), 1991-98 • Calif. State Assemblymember, 1998-2004
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Optimizing the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund for
Transit Passes and Active Transportation Infrastructure
For California to achieve its greenhouse gas reduction targets in 2020, reduce petroleum use by 50% by 2030, and
reduce total emissions by 80% by 2050, we must transform our transportation system. With federal and state
transportation funding largely stagnant, the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) must play a major role. The
current GGRF programs dedicate a large amount of funding and major policy emphasis on expanding public transit,
smart land-use, and electric vehicles. Unfortunately, the programs largely miss two critical investment areas that
increase transit ridership, improve connectivity and reduce reliance on vehicles for short trips, maximize GHG
emissions reductions from transit capital investments, and increase access to education and economic opportunity:
transit passes and active transportation investments.
The Governor’s proposed GGRF funding plan, as currently constructed:
● provides no dedicated funding for transit passes and provides limited opportunities for investment under the Low
Carbon Transit Operations Program and the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities Program.
● provides no dedicated funding for active transportation and provides limited opportunities for investment under
the two transit programs, the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities Program, and High-Speed Rail.
We propose that the legislature include in the 2015-16 budget in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund:
● $25 million for implementation by transit operators of a transit pass program for college, university, and K-12
students and for residents of deed-restricted affordable homes near transit services; and an additional
● $25 million to the Active Transportation Program (ATP) for grants to local agencies for projects that increase
bicycling and walking access to transit and key destinations, prioritize benefits to disadvantaged communities,
and improve safety and public health.

Why should transit passes be a priority?
Transit pass programs across the country – and here in California – have resulted in significant increases in transit
ridership, GHG reductions, and access to economic and educational opportunities. These programs can be targeted
to key demographic groupings such as students, low-income households, seniors, and people with disabilities, among
others. Subsidized transit passes act as a significant economic push factor to increase transit ridership, while
decreasing car ownership, VMT, and emissions.
A survey of programs at 31 universities and colleges across the country by the University of California Transportation
Center “found that during the first year of program implementation, increases in student transit ridership ranged

