
  

WHO ARE THE CUBAN FIVE? 

In 1998, five courageous young Cubans – Gerardo Hernandez, Rene Gonzales, Antonio 
Guerrero, Ramon Labatino and Fernando Gonzales – entered the United States to monitor 
the actions of extremist groups in Miami in an attempt to protect Cuba from invasion and acts 
of terrorism. For more than 60 years, these groups have engaged in violent acts against the 
Cuban people and anyone calling for a normalisation of relations between Havana and 
Washington. From 1990-2000 there were 108 such attacks both inside Cuba and against its 
diplomats abroad and ten bombings in Havana.  In June 1998, Cuba sent the FBI specific 
information about the activities of these criminals, but instead of clamping down on the 
criminals the FBI arrested the five Cubans claiming it had uncovered a ‘Cuban spy network’ 
trying to infiltrate the US Southern Command. 
 
From the moment of their arrest, the five were isolated and kept in solitary confinement for 
17 months before being subjected to a politically motivated trial in Miami.  Twelve jurors 
were chosen from a pool of 150, all of whom were asked about their views on Cuba, and any 
expressing opinions at odds with the prevailing anti-Cuban ideology were automatically 
disqualified.  The trial lasted for six months and included more than 119 volumes of testimony 
and over 20,000 pages of documents. In June 2001, the five were found guilty on all 26 
counts after only a few hours deliberation by the jury, which did not ask a single question or 
make a request to review any of the testimony despite the complexity of the case.  The 
prosecution brazenly held meetings with the Miami extremists and yet was unable to prove 
that any of the five had carried out a single illegal act or had stolen any military secrets, 
whereas defence lawyers presented extensive evidence about the violent activities of the 
extremists who had operated against Cuba since its 1959 revolution, which included the 
downing of a Cuban airliner killing all 73 on board.   
 
The presiding judge handed down horrific sentences ranging from 15 years to double-life 
with no possibility of parole. In an effort to break their spirits, US authorities sent the five 
men to separate gaols across the country – some of the worst – refused to recognise them as 
political prisoners and prevented them from seeing their wives and children.  Four still 
remain in prison, while the fifth, Rene Gonzales, has been released on probation but cruelly 
denied the right to rejoin his family in Cuba.  Despite a decision in August 2005 of the 11th 
Circuit of the Atlanta Court of Appeals to quash their convictions, the US government 
persists with the lies that saw the five imprisoned. 
 
The long fight waged by the five, along with their incredible courage and dignity, has gained 
them wide and growing support around the world. Among those demanding their release are 
ten Nobel Prize winners, the Mexican Senate, 75 members of the European Parliament, 
including two former Presidents and three Vice-Presidents, hundreds of parliamentarians, 
trade unions, women’s and student groups, solidarity organizations, international legal 
bodies and the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, along with many well-known 

The gaoling of the Cuban Five is not only a  gross violation of human rights  but is in 
breach of  Article 14 of the International Convention on Civ il  and Political Liberties 

to which the United States is a signatory. 
 

Please add your voice demanding their release 
Please go to www.freethef ive.org and sign the petition for their release. 

I f you would l ike to support further,  join the campaign by signing on at the website  

 
Australia-Cuba Friendship Society 

ACFS website:  www.melbourneacfs.org or contact us directly at 
melbacfs@yahoo.com.au  

http://www.freethefive.org

