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National victims support group opening 
Charleston office at critical time. 

CHARLESTON, SC, August 8, 2016 – A national organization with a 
forty-year history of helping family members who have suffered a 
tragic loss through murder and of challenging use of the death penalty 
has opened a new office in Charleston, South Carolina. The city will 
soon be the site of federal and state death penalty trials for Dylann 
Roof, a 22 year old white man, the suspected killer of nine black 
parishioners at the Mother Emanuel AME Church on June 17, 2015.

Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation (MVFR), based in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, will be offering its resources to those most deeply 
affected by the Charleston shootings through its new chapter in the 
city. The members and staff of MVFR have personally been through 
similar tragedies in their own lives. That experience is important in 
their supportive outreach to others and in their efforts to educate the 
public about the needs of such families.

Rev. Jack Sullivan Jr., the group’s Executive Director, said MVFR 
“envisions a future where the death penalty is nonexistent, where 
families of homicide and execution receive care and support, and 
where restorative justice is common practice.” Rev. Sullivan said his 
group is aware that not all families in the affected community oppose 
the death penalty. “Our goal,” he said, “is to lessen the hurt that people 
are experiencing, regardless of their views on the appropriate 
punishment for the crime. Our experience at MVFR has been that the 
death penalty only perpetuates the pain of family members because of 
its years of delay and focus on the defendant. But we are here to listen 
to what everyone has to say. If we can make a difference in 
Charleston, it could serve as a model for other communities across the 
country that have also been steeped in both loss and racial injustice.”

He said the courageous statements by two Mother Emanuel family 
members publicly forgiving Dylann Roof shortly after the murders 
inspired MVFR to establish an office in Charleston. The Rev. Edward 
Ducree will be the chapter’s co-organizer in the city and will particularly 
focus on the needs of children and adolescents directly affected by the 
shootings. Co-organizer Deirdre Douglas-Hubbard will provide family 
therapy and other vital resources to strengthen underserved families. 
MVFR, through its staff and local Advisory Team, will work on public 
education, violence prevention, parental training, and after-school 
programs in collaboration with the Palmetto Community Action 
Partnership

MVFR’s initiative in Charleston is funded by grants from the Fund for Non 
Violence and the Themis Fund. 

Delaware Death Penalty ruled
Unconstitutional
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/08/02/488409435/delawaresupreme-
court-finds-states-death-penalty-laws-are-unconstitutional

Dear Friend of MVFR,

By now you have heard of last week’s amazing news that the Supreme 
Court in the State of Delaware, in a 3 to 2 decision, determined that the 
state’s death penalty violates the United States Constitution by 
giving judges, and not juries, the final word in the imposition of death 
sentences. As reported by Delaware Online, Chief Justice Leo E. Strine, 
Jr., writing for the majority, wrote that Delaware's current death penalty 
law “violates the Sixth Amendment requiring a jury to unanimously and 
independently make factual findings before sentencing a defendant to 
death.”

While the Delaware legislature could take steps to mend the state’s 
death penalty law, many observers believe that last week’s decision will 
once and for all rid the Delaware of its ability to sentence persons to 
death.

The Delaware Supreme Court verdict is one that activists and people 
goodwill in Delaware and far beyond have long hoped and worked for. 
Organizations such as the Delaware Repeal Project, Delaware Citizens 
Opposed to the Death Penalty, the NAACP, Equal Justice USA, and the 
ACLU were deeply involved in this effort. In addition to these fine 
organizations, MVFR was right in the thick of the movement in Delaware 
as well.

MVFR’s immediate past Chair of the Board of Directors, Jeremy Collins, 
Esq., who is Voting Rights and Criminal Justice Fellow at the Southern 
Coalition for Social Justice, gave decisive organizational leadership and 
inspiration in the effort to end Delaware’s death penalty, while MVFR’s 
Delaware Coordinator, Horace Knight, Jr., gave dedicated service to 
ensure that the voices of victim families were heard by decision makers.

The Delaware victory is one that is shared by people in Delaware and far 
beyond.  Congratulations to all whose determined and tenacious 
leadership led to this happy outcome.  Please join me in congratulating 
Jeremy and Horace for their bold and decisive leadership.

I believe the best way to show appreciation for the work of our MVFR 
friends is to make a donation to MVFR in their honor.  Your financial gift 
will support MVFR’s important work of helping victim family members 
share their stories of pain and restoration, and their incredible demand 
that the state break the cycle of violence by executing no one in their 
names!  Please take a moment now to visit www.MVFR.org and make a 
donation in honor of Jeremy and Horace.

Thank you for your partnership in work that will rid our entire country of 
the death penalty.  I believe that we will win.

Yours for a death penalty-free country,

Jack
Rev. Jack Sullivan, Jr.

See link below to below to donate

https://mvfr.nationbuilder.com/donate
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Charleston Chapter Co-Organizer Rev. Edward Ducree is 
an ordained minister who graduated from Emory 
University's Candler School of Theology in Atlanta. He 
grew up in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, 
where he began his long career helping the 
underprivileged. He currently serves on the staff of Mother 
Emanuel Church. 
Contact: work: (877) 896-4702; 
cell: (910) 368-6291; 
email: educree@mvfr.org.

\\ Co-Organizer Deirdre Douglas-Hubbard is a 
native of Lancaster, SC, and a graduate of the 
College of Charleston, with international 
experience in her field. Two of her relatives 
were murdered earlier this year. 

Contact: work: (877) 896-6291
cell: (704) 586-9630
email: ddouglas-hubbard@mvfr.org.

Quote of the Week: 

“Any man’s death diminishes me, 
for I am involved in mankind.”
John Donne

Recent News

Historic Declines In Use of Death Penalty:2015 End 
of year study 

http://oadp.org/press-releases-death-penalty-facts-news/dpic-
releases-year-end-report-historic-declines-in-use-of

“Just six states carried out executions, the fewest since 1988; 
and three states (Texas, Missouri, and Georgia) accounted for 
86% of all executions. For the first time since 1995, the number 
of people on death row fell below 3,000. 

Click link above for full results of the study

It’s Silicon Valley vs. Law Enforcement on California 
Death Penalty
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/
article93370082.html

Silicon Valley and law enforcement groups have raised $3 million each to 
fund opposing bills, either to expedite excutions or revert sentences to 
life in prison. Netflix CEO Reed Hastings and Laurene Jobs, widow of 
Steve Jobs have made notable contributions to support the bill ending 
capital punishmentin California.

Click link above for full article

f

Democratic National Convention calls for the 
abolishment of capital punishment

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2016/07/01/DNCs-2016-platform-calls-for-end-
of-death-penalty-various-reforms-15-minimum-wage/7381467419527/

"We will abolish the death penalty, which has proven to be a cruel 
and unusual form of punishment. It has no place in the United States 
of America."

Click link above for full article

About Us
MVFR is a community led by family members of murder victims 
and the executed that advocates for ending and replacing the 
death penalty. Understanding that victim families are on a 
spectrum of recovery, MVFR identifies, engages and mobilizes its 
members to build communities of support that educate the public 
on the harms of the death penalty, the true needs of the victim 
families and the transformative power of restorative justice to 
promote a more compassionate and just society. MVFR works 
with a variety of individuals and organizations that share our 
commitments to build a safer society and heal the damage caused 
by violence.

Recent Addition to MVFR
George joined MVFR in July, 2016 as a 
Communication and Research Associate. He is a 
public policy student at UNC-CH and law school 
applicant. George works to help produce a weekly 
and monthly edition of Raising Our Voices.

Contact: email: gsmith24@live.unc.edu
Cell: 919-324-2075
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