
	  
May 11, 2015 

The Honorable Patrick McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina  
20301 Mail Service Center  
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301 
 
Dear Governor McCrory: 
 

The two enclosures with this letter came to our attention on the 7th and 8th of May, raising troubling questions 
about your administration’s commitment to faithfully execute the National Voter Registration Act. We trust your staff 
has briefed you on them already.   
 

On behalf of the North Carolina NAACP State Conference and the hundreds of thousands of North Carolinians 
who are included in the broad multi-racial coalition of over 170 partners we have organized over the past nine 
years—which we call the Forward Together Moral Movement—we ask you to issue a public statement by 
Wednesday, May 13, providing your explanation for the statistically significant drop in voter registrations by 
applicants for Public Assistance in the 27 months of your administration. 
 

Second, pursuant to the State’s Public Records Act, we respectfully request an expedited response to the requests 
below from you and from Dr. Aldona Wos, in her official capacity as your Secretary of the N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services. (We have copied this letter to her for her convenience.)   
 

As you know, the search for the records we request should include all communications and internal memos, 
whether in paper or electronic form (including hard drives which would contain any deletions in the recent past) to 
and from you, your Lt. Governor, aides, advisors and other members of your office, hereafter “Governor’s Office.”    

 
Similarly, we request a thorough search of all documents, paper or electronic, whether deleted from personal 

computers but accessible on hard drives, to and from Dr. Wos, her aides, advisors and other members of her Raleigh, 
District and County offices, hereafter “Dr. Wos’ offices.” 

 
Please forward this request to all your Departmental Secretaries and your top aides, what we have called the 

“Governor’s office,” with an express order from you that “All documents that may be responsive to this request, 
whether in paper or electronic form, should be retained and catalogued immediately,” because your administration 
will not stand for any violation of the spirit or letter of the laws that protect people’s right to have the opportunity to 
vote. 
 

1. All communications dated between January 4, 2013 and today, to and from the Governor's office and Dr. 
Wos’ offices from any national organizations, including American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), 
Americans for Prosperity, Heritage Foundation, and other national and regional organizations, including 
Civitas Action, Civitas Institute, and John Locke Foundation, which have been involved in promoting 
policies that result in the suppression of minority voting rights.   
 

2. All memoranda, emails, and meeting minutes between the headquarters of NC DHHS and county public 
assistance (“PA”) offices (in both directions) related to voter registration, the NVRA (National Voter 



	  
Registration Act), or HAVA (Help America Vote Act), dated between Jan. 4, 2013 and today. This is a 
continuing request. 
 

3. All memoranda, emails, and meeting minutes between county PA office managers and their staff and 
between PA office managers and their staff and third-party contractors of NC DHHS (in both directions) 
related to voter registration, the NVRA, or HAVA dated between Jan. 4, 2013 and today. 
 

4. All requests from county PA offices or third party contractors of NC DHHS, in paper and electronic form, to 
DHHS regional and central headquarters for new supplies of the forms used to register PA applicants to vote 
and to apprise them of their voting rights, from 2010 until today. 
 

5. At the DHHS Website link http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dss/stats/fsp.htm, Dr. Wos has posted under Food & 
Nutrition Services case data the "Number of Applications Taken By Month" all the way up to April 2015. 
This would indicate it is relatively easy for her staff to keep this data up to date. This does not seem to be the 
case, however, for similar data for the number of "County Food and Nutrition Services Denials" which 
indicates the most recent available data is for the 4th quarter of 2012.  Please provide us with the data for 
these “Food and Nutrition Services” denials through the present. 
 

6. Please provide us with all information requested by the attached notice letter to Gov. McCrory, dated May 8, 
2015.   
 

Please have your staff call our Executive Director, Rev. Michelle Laws, within one week to inform us whether 
you and Dr. Wos will respond to these six requests. If you have any questions about the scope of this request, please 
call our Policy Director, Ms. Jamie Phillips Cole. This will help us decide what legal steps we may need to take 
under the Public Records Act.   

 
We hope you will agree with us that if there is an intentional effort on the part of any of your Departments to 

reduce the number of voter registrations submitted at public assistance agencies, it needs to stop immediately and an 
explanation for these alarming statistics must be made to the public. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
          
Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II                       
President, NC NAACP 
    
 

 

Rev. Michelle A. Laws 
Executive Director, NC NAACP 
 
 
Encl: Daily Kos Report, May 7, 2015 
         Notice Letter to Gov. McCrory, May 8, 2015 
 
C: Dr. Aldona Wos. Secretary 

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Service 
 2001 Mail Service Center 
 Raleigh, NC 27699-2001 
 Aldona.wos@dhhs.nc.gov 


