
 
January 28, 2015 

 

Dear Member of the North Carolina General Assembly:  

      When you recently took the oath of your office with your hand on the holiest of books,  you 
swore to uphold the North Carolina Constitution which provides: 
  

We hold it to be self-evident that all persons are created equal; that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, the enjoyment of 
the fruits of their own labor, and the pursuit of happiness.   

 --Article I, Section 1 
 

All political power is vested in and derived from the people; all government of right 
 originates from the people, is founded upon their will only, and is instituted solely for the 
 good of the whole.    

--Article I, Section 2   
 
Beneficent provision for the poor, the unfortunate, and the orphan is one of the first duties of 
a civilized and a Christian state… 
--Article XI, Section 4 

 
Since you swore to uphold these age-old moral and constitutional principles, we ask you to: 
 
REVERSE the attack on the people's voting rights.  Restore our former access to Early Voting, 
Sunday Voting, and Same-Day Registration.  Repeal the race-based redistricting maps you adopted. 
Repeal the unconstitutional 2016 requirement for all voters to show a photo ID before they can vote.  

 
 RECEIVE all Medicaid expansion federal funds available, to extend health care to more than 

500,000 of the working poor. It is economically insane to let hard-earned tax dollars go to other 
states rather than keeping our tax monies in North Carolina to save the lives of our neighbors. 

 
 RAISE the minimum wage indexed to the inflation rate by putting a constitutional amendment on 

the 2016 ballot. 
  
 REPEAL regressive taxes that hurt the working poor. 



 
 REINSTATE Earned Income Tax Credits and long-term unemployment benefits.  
 
 RESIST undermining the right of workers to collective bargaining for the fruits of their labor, by 

repealing the racially discriminatory NCGS 95-98, which makes North Carolina one of two states in 
the country that bars our public workers from joining together to negotiate fair wages and working 
conditions. 

 
 RESTORE cuts to public education that have negatively impacted public schools and public 

universities.  
 
 RAISE all teacher salaries; stop the gimmicks and shell games with our teachers. 
 
 REJECT the school vouchers—an unconstitutional drain of millions from our public schools. 
 
 REJECT attacks on women’s health and environmental protections. 
 
 REPEAL the death penalty; RESTORE the Racial Justice Act. 
 
 REFORM the criminal justice system including police profiling and bogus evidence, to enforce 

Equal Protections under the law for African Americans, poor whites, and other minorities. 
 
 REALIZE just immigration reform; treat our neighbors as you would treat yourself. 
 
 RESPECT the constitutional rights and humanity of all people regardless of race, creed, class, 

gender, or sexuality.  
 
 These demands are not unreasonable. Each one is based on our deepest moral and 
constitutional values. We believe you will support each of them, if you would take a moment to 
consider the history of our Constitution, based on the love and justice traditions of our great faiths. 
We continue to fight for them during this critical legislative season. We invite you to join us in 
helping to bend the great arc of history toward justice and love. 
 

With Sincere Respect, 

 

Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II 
President, North Carolina NAACP 
Architect, Forward Together Moral Movement 
                                                            

 


