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Introduction

Scope of the Wilderness
Management Plan

This plan provides the primary management
guidance for the South McCullough and

Wee Thumploshua Tree Wilderness areas.
The plan also addresses soaetons

outside thaVildernessareas including
wilderness access and information provided
to the public. Due to proximity and similar
management issues, these two Wilderness
areas are being adgsed in a single
management plan. The plan is anticipated to

address management over the next 10 years.

The plan 1) identifies the conditions and
opportunities which will be managed for
within the wilderness areas; 2) creates
specific guidance for maneuy the

resources and activities existing in the
wil derness; and, 3)
wilderness characteristics cumulatively
identified as untrammeled quality,
outstanding opportunities for recreation or a
primitive form of recreation, undeveloped
character, and naturgrimeval character.
The first part of the Wilderness Plan is a
comprehensiveescription of the wilderness
situation and proposed management. The
second part is aBnvironmentaAssessment
(EA) which fully describes and analyzes the
proposed management and three other
alternatives considered.

The plan iconsistentvith the Clark County
Conservation of Public Lands ahtural
Resources Act of 2008he Wilderness Act

of 1964, Grazing Guidelines (House Report
No. 102405, AppendixB), and Wildlife
Management Guidelines (House Report No.
101-405, Appendix B).The plan isalso
consistentvith Code of Federal Regulations
43 Part 6300BLM Manuals 8560

(Management of Designated Wilderness
Areas) and 8561 (Wilderness Management
Plans),Las Vegas Resource Management
Plan (USDOI 1998), Memorandum of
Understanding Between the Bureau of Land
Management and the Nevada Department of
Wildlife (BLM MOU 6300-NV930-0402),
andthe Clark CountyMulti Species Habitat
Conservation Pla(2000) The Jan Lake
Allotment Management Plan (1998)d
otheractivity levelplars completed
previously and coverinthe Wilderness

areas arsupersededly this plan.

Wilderness
Overview

The South McCullough and Wee Thump
Joshua Tree Wilderness areas were added to
the National Wilderness Preservation
System by the Clark County Conservation of
Public Land and Natural Resources Act of
POOX(lRublic leaw 10282 éNova6r, 20@R2)0 s
The South McCullough Wilderness has
approximately 44,245 acres. The Wee
Thump Joshua Tree Wlerness has
approximately 6,050 acres. These two
Wildernessareas are managed in their
entirety by the Bureau of Land

Management, Las Vegas Field Office. No
private inholdings are present.

The twoWildernessareas are located in
closeproximity to ore another and
approximately 30 miles south of Las Vegas
and10 miles west of Searchlight in Clark
County, Nevada. Elevations range from
about 3,000 to 7,000 feeSummer
temperatures at lower elevations frequently
exceed 100 degrees, and in winter
temper#ures regularly dip well below
freezing. In the higher elevations snow is
commonin winter, and during summer
monsoonal thunderstorms are commnibime
landform is an uplifted fault block of gneiss



and granite with steep slopesdamarrow
canyons.Some ed®rn areaare overlain by
tertiary andesite, rhyolite, basalt, and tuffs.
Lower slopesincluding the majority of the
Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderagwe
gently sloping alluviatleposits of ursorted
sand, gravel, and cobble$heWilderness
areas inlude creosote desert, Joshua tree
stands, anginyonwoodlandvegetation
communities Animals of special interest
include desert tortoise, bighorn sheep, and
mule deer. Visitation is greatest in the
central western portion of the South
McCullough Wilderress due to proximity to
Las Vegas and a county maintained road to
that area. Recreational use levels are
currently light, but expected to grow with
the rapid growth rate of Las Vegas and as
information of opportunities become more
available.

South McCullough

unty
Wilderness

s Vegas

Wee Thump Joshua Tree
Wilderness

No areas of high mineral resource potential

have been identified in the Wilderness areas.

In the South McCullough Wilderness three
current but undeveloped mining claitmgve
active filings though their validity has not

been determinedn theWee Thump Joshua
Tree Wildernesseight current but
undeveloped mining claintsave active
filings, though their validity has not been
determined. There are no mineral leases in
either WildernessThe Jean Lake grazing
allotment encompasses the westesrtipn

of the South McCullough Wildernesg&lark
County has expressed interespirchasg
the grazing permiith the intention of
relinquishing the grazingrivilegeand
permit so that the allotment may be closed
for habitat conservation purposedsivestock
developmenti the Wildernesinclude
spring developments and some fencing.
Water rightdor livestock or wildlife benefit
existon or have been applied fdlforth
RailroadSpring(also known aforral
Spring) Badger Springs, Granite Spring,
Megquite Spring, Joshua Spring, and Dry
Seep.A 40-acre private parcel is located
outside the wilderness nelglicCullough
Spring on a route providing access to the
Wilderness.

No motorized activity is currently permitted
in either theSouth McCullouglor Wee
Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness Areas
However,motorized use could be approved
on a case by sa& basis for grandfathered
other excepted activitied=ire is an
extremely infrequent part of the natural
ecosystem in the lower creosote dominated
elevatiors, anda moderately frequergartof
the natural ecosystem in the upper pinyon
dominated elevations. Fire management
entailssuppresi®n of all fires. For a more
detailed description of the environment see
the Affected Environment section in the
Environmental Assessmenportion of this
plan.



Wilderness
Characteristics

The central western portion of the South
McCullough Wilderness and tlentireWee
Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness provide
good opportunities for solitude while the
remainder of the SoutdcCullough
Wilderness provides outstanding
opportunities for solitude. The South
McCullough Wilderness provides
outstanding recreation opportunities for
hiking on and off trail, horseback riding,
hunting, exploration, and camping. The
Wee Thump Joshuarde Wilderness

provides outstanding recreation
opportunities for nature observation and
particularlybirding andviewing Joshua
trees. The naturaharactepof the two areas
is generally free of human imprint except for
several former vehicle trails, detoped
springs, mining disturbanceand a livestock
operation The primeval character is intact
except for the occurrence of some
introduced plantsprimarily annual grasses
Additional Wildernesdeatures of the South
McCullough Wildernesarebighornsheep,
desert tortoiseand springs Additional
Wilderness features of the Wee Thump
Joshua Tree Wildernesse Joshua trees and
songbirds.

National Wilderness
Management Goals

1) To provide forhe longterm protection
and preservation dfothareadwilderness
character under a principle of
nondegradati on.
condition, opportunities for solitude,
opportunities for primitive and unconfined
types of recreation, and any ecological,
geological, or other features of scientific,
educational, scenic, or historical value
present will be managed so that they will
remain unimpaired.

The

2) To manage the/ildernessarea for the

use and enjoyment of visitors in a manner
that will leave the am s unimpaired for

future use and enjoyment as wilderness.
The wilderness resource will be dominant in
all management decisions where a choice
must be made between preservation of
wilderness character and visitor use.

3) To manage th@/ildernessarea using the
minimum tool, equipment, or structure

necessary to successfully, safely, and
economically accomplish the objective. The
chosen tool, equipment, or structure should
be the one that least degrades wilderness
values temporarily or permanently.
Managenent will seek to preserve
spontaneijty of use and as much freedom

fdm& ey itafion Bshbssivied |

4) To manage nonconforming but accepted
uses permitted by the Wilderness Act and
subsequent laws in a manner that will
prevent unnecessary or undue degradaifon
t he
Nonconforming uses are the exception
rather than the rule; therefore, emphasis is
placed on maintaining wilderness character.

Wilderness Specific Issues

Issues tde addressed in the Wilderness
Plan were identifieditrough public scoping
in the form of written letters, by BLM staff,
and other agencies. A public scoping
meeting was held at the Las Vegas BLM

areads wilderness

c h



office on April 29, 2004.Issues were also

identified by BLM resource specialists. e Restoration of surface disturbances
Issues addressed in thepkre listedbelow. including former vehicle routes and
Most issues identified by the public also mining disturbance.

included a preference for management.

Although the preferences were used in e Clean up and removal of junk.
developing a range of alternatives, the
summary listed here is of the issue only. e PostingWildernesshoundaries to

reduce chance aifff-highway

1. Opportunities for solitude and vehicle OQHV) violations.

primitive, unconfined recreation.
3. Preserving thenaturalness and

primeval character and influence of the
Wildernessareas

e Establishment, maintenance, signing,
and management of designated or

visitor developed trails.

Recreational uses including hiking,
horseback riding, hunting, and
camping.

Availability of water along trails for
equesrian use.

Management of campfires in the
Wee Thump Joshua Tree
Wilderness.

Designation and design of trailheads
and other vehicle access points,
including signing, equestrian
loading, and preventing OHV
trespass.

Visitor access and management at
McClamahan Spring, Railroad Spring
(also known as Willow Spring)
McCullough Spring, Pine Spring,
and avehiclepullout on Highway
164.

Availability of maps and written
materials for the Wilderness areas.

2. Protecting and enhancinghe
undeveloped andhatural appearance of
the Wildernessareas

Management of fireatened
Endangered®pecies, and other
species ospecialinterest or concern.

Trapping, transplanting, and
relocatingwildlife.

Development of ne wildlife water
sources.

Management of fire.

Management of exotic and invasive
plant species.

Inventory, monitoring, and research
of flora, fauna, and archeological
resources.

4. Managingspecialnon-wilderness land
uses allowed by the Wilderness Act

Preventing cattle drift into the closed
McCullough Mountain allotment.

Management of grazing facilities
inside Wilderness.

Outreach to other governmental
agencies to foster compliance with
wilderness goals.



5. Wilderness Management

e Using monitorimg to adjust
management actions.

Some issues were identified for subjects
already addressed in existing planning
documents or poligyandout of the scope of
this plan These are listed in Appendix A

WildernessManagement
Objectives

The following objetives address
managementf the South McCullough and
Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness areas
under the National Wilderneséanagement
Goals and addregie identified issuesThe
objectives are not listed in order of priority.

a) Frovide outstandingppatunitiesfor
primitive recreatiorfor hiking and
horseback ridingvith minimal suppoihg
actionsandprimarily without trails In areas
of greater frequency of visitatipprovide
trailsto help manage impacts

b) Maintain existing opportunities for
sditude bymanagingisitor use patterns
monitoring indicates a need.

c) Provide for the use and enjoyment of the
wilderness in such a way that protects
natural conditionand useshroughminimal
regulation of visitor activities.

d) Provide for vaicle access to the
Wilderness seaswhile alsodeterring
vehicles from continuingnto and entering
the Wilderness areas.

€) Maintain or enhancthe natural
appearancef theWilderness aredsy

removing unnecessary facilities and
minimizing or restoring hoan caused
surface disturbances

f) Preservéhe primeval character and
influence of theNilderness aredsy

reducing nomative plants in favor of native
plants.

g) Manage for healthy, viable, and naturally
distributed wildlife populationsith the

leag amount of trammeling actions
necessary

h) To preserve the primeval character and
influence of the wildernessllaw fire as a
natural proces® create disturbance
followed bynatural succession in the
Wildernesswvhere fire isa natural effect in
the eosystem.Prevent firewhere fire is not
a natural effect in the ecosyst@mwhere
human life or property is threatened.

i) Allow for special provision land uses
providedby the Widerness Act or Clark
County Act while minimizing
developments, changestaturalness, and
otherimpacts to wilderness resources.

Current Situation and
Assumptions

The current situation and assumptions of
changexpected taccur during the.0
yearlife of the planare considered before
developing management actidios the plan
objectives. Inventory, monitoring, and
researctwill be an important aspect to meet
the objectives of the plan.

1) Visitor use of the Wilderness will
increase from sporadic visitatioo daily
visitors onweekends in the spring and fall
andfrequent but less than dailyjisitors on



spring and fall weekdays amdnter and
summemweekends Visitationwill remain
sporadiocon weekdays in winter and
summer.Recreation will require
management tpreserve the future use and
enjoyment of the Wildernesareas.

The South McCullough Wilderness
is within 45 minutes of Las Vegas
and has good quality road access
especially the Knight Ranch Road to
McClanahan SpringMcClanahan
Spring will be the most commonly
visitedaccess point of the
wilderness. It usd to receive more
visitation prior to a locked gate being
erected at the cattle ranching camp
there; and if the gate is removed, a
renewed interest in the location is
expected.

Visitors may discover the Wilderness
areaghrough BLM maps and
website pagesiewspaper articles,
and guidebooks published by
independent sources.

Population inhe Las Vega¥alley
areawill continue to growand in
particular, between Jean and Las
Vegas Nearby attractionsill
receiveincreasing attention and more
housing wil be located closer to the
South McCullough Wilderness.

Visitors interested imorrmotorized
recreatiorand looking fomew
opportunitiesor less crowded places
will discover theWildernessarea
now thatthey areCongressionally
designate@nd depicted o maps
Visitation levels are expected to
increase, althougbise levels are not
expected to surgdramatically
Observations ofisitor use patterns
to BLM administerediesert

Wildernessareas near Phoenix, AZ
suggesthatsomexerophobiaor
reluctanced hike in the desert
tempers théncrease innterestoften
expectedvith new Wilderness
designations.

Recreational activities will continue
to beprincipally hiking, hunting, and
horseback riding.

Low interest in and potential for
guiding servicess present.

2) Preserving the natural appearance of the
Wilderness areas, including sights and
sounds, will require some limited
management input.

The west central portion of the South
McCullough Wilderness is adjacent
to the Jean/Roach Dry Lakes Special
Recreation Management Area
managed for concentrated -off
highway \ehiclerecreation
Management will need to recognize
the potential for OHV trespass.

The Wee Thump Joshua Tree
Wilderness will continue to be
affected by the sounds from the
adjacent statbighway, and the sight
of power lines and radio repeater
facilities.

Aircraft ovefflights in both areas are
infrequent and are usually at high
elevation. However, a proposal
exists for the construction of a
cargo/passenger airport between
Primm and JeanAircraft overflights
could degrade the solitude of the
Wilderness areas if flight paths are
set over the two areas.



e A number of surface disturbances or
installations occur within the
Wilderness areas and will require
some ondime work to remove or
rehabilitate them.

3) Preserving the primeval character and
influence of natural resources will not
requiresubstantiamanagement input.

e Other than a few recordings of
tamariskJistednoxious weeds are
not known to occur in the Wilderness
areas. Red bme an exoticand
invasive weedis widespread and
eradication is currently not possible,
although management actions to
reduce surface disturbance can help
prevent it from dominating the
ecosystem. New introductions of
noxious weeds are possible and need
to be addressed early to prevent
widespread infestation.

e Fireis an infrequent occurrence in
theWilderness areasHowever, the
lower elevations are not fire adapted
and fire in these areas may cause
conversion from native dominance to
dominance of intkduced species. In
the upper elevationsvhere fire is a
natural part of the ecosystethe fire
regime and fuels loading are within
the expected range of variabiliyd
natural fire could benefit the
ecological cycle.

e Natural water sources in and anou
theWildernessareas, primarily
groundwater springs, and several
artificial developments around the
Wildernessareas are currently
sufficient for supporting viable and
naturally distributed wildlife
populations.

e Inventory,monitoring or research
projects will beperiodically
proposedvithin the Wilderness
area. Most proposals will add to the
understanding of the wilderness
resource and help improve
wilderness management. However,
all proposals will need to be
reviewedbefore approval to assure
the work is compatible with
preservation of the wilderness
resource and is not more suitable
outside of wilderness.

4) Livestock grazing on the Jean Lake
Allotment may or may not continue as Clark
County is negotiating purchasetbe

grazing permit from therpsent permitee.

A portion of the Jean Lake Allotment is
within the South McCullough Wilderness.
The Las VegaResource Management Plan
(RMP) allows for the closure of this
Allotment based on the voluntary
relinquishment of the grazing privilegel.
purchasd, Clark County would relinquish
the grazing privilegeand the BLM would
close the allotment to livestock grazing
One of two mutually exclusive situations
will be presentdepending on whether or not
the sale occurs.

e If grazing continues, cattlwill
continue tadrift thoughgaps in
natural terrain that are nfinced
This will result in grazing iportions
of the South McCullough Wilderness
that are not open to grazing without
corrective management action.
Livestock developmentsould
continte to be used and maintained
on an as needed basiSome
redesign of developments around
springs may need to occur to protect
riparian vegetation and wildlife uses
while providing adequate access to
cattle when use is authorized, and



denying access to wateshen use is opportunity for solitude will be present, but

not authorized visitors will have the greatest possibility of
encountering dter visitors, especially near
e If grazing is discontinued, livestock trailheads. Group size may be limited. The
drift into closed areas will end and sights and sounds bftiman activity will be
anyexisting range developmeritsat common, but primarily from outside the
would not be needed for other Wilderness. Some risk and challenge will be
management purposesy be encountered, but route finding would be
removed. easy with the aid of trails. The natural
setting may be minimally modified for
Management Strategy recreation access, but in wapsit protect

natural resources and have minimal visual
impact. Management decisions will support
healthy, viable, and naturally distributed
wildlife and plant populations.

The management strategybased on the
wilderness management objectives and the
current situation and assumptionByo
distinctconditiors are present which
influence how the strategy is carried out.
First, the majority of th&outh McCullough
Wildernesds remote andccess iglifficult.
Second, portions dfothWilderness areas

are very easily accessed and close to the Las
Vegas metropolitan area which is continuing
to grow and will result in increased
visitation. Management actions correspond
with two management strategyras

Zone Two

This zonencludes the majority of the South
McCullough Wildernessotin ZoneOne
Access will be available where roads end at
theWildernessoundary and small area in
which to park will be present. Few lightly
used informal trails may be encountered.
Foot worn hiking path may receive
occasionamanagement activity torptect
resources.Foot worn hiking patk will be
brushy, steemr erratic. No directional
sigrs will be provided. Only washes will be
usedfor horseback riding Packed in and
certified weed free feed would be required
when feeding animals used for reational
riding or pack stock Camping will be
allowed but visitorsvill rarely see
previously used sites. Unwanted trails and
sitesmaybe actively rehabilitated by
management allowed to recover naturally.
Opportunity for solitudevill be outstandtg
and encounts with other visitors rareThe
sights and sounds of human actiwil be
infrequent and normally only from outside
the Wilderness. Risk and challenge
greatestn this zone Findi gl onebs
be moderate to difficult andill require map
reading, oenteering, or climbing skills.

The natural setting may be minimally
modified for recreation access to protect

Zone One

This zoneincludes theentireWee Thump
Joshua Tree Wilderness and west central
portion of the South McCullough
Wilderness. Access by designated trails and
trailheads will be available. Directional
signs may be provided. Designated trails
and washes will be available fborseback
riding. Packed in and certified weed free
feed would be required when feeding
animals used for recreational riding or pack
stock. Few lightly used informal trails will

be encountered. Camping will be allowed
and visitors may occasionally see previously
used sites, but no more than two sites within
a quarter mile. Camping wiimimals used
for recreational riding or pack stogkll be
limited to areas around washes. Unwanted
trails and sites will be activelghabilitated

or allowed to recover naturally. Some



natural resources. Management decisions Any necessary facilities will be located
will support healthy, viable, and naturally where rarely viewed byisitors
distributed wildlife and plant populans.
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Wilderness Management
Actions

The following site specific actions will be
implemented at the South McCullough and
Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness Areas
These actionmeetthe wilderness
management objectives arespoml tothose
Wilderness specifissuesdentified through
scoping All actions aresupplemental to and
consistent with Wilderness laws,
regulations, and policies (see listing on page
1) which must be fuher consultedh the
event ofissuesunforeseen in this plan

Maps of the desired future conditiare on
pages 24 and 25

e Designateapproximately 19.1
miles of trail in the South
McCullough Wilderness and
approximately 3 miles in the Wee
Thump Joshua Tree Wildernessas
hiking and equestrian trail.

Designate the following existing trajls
convert them from motorized use hiking
and equestrianse,and display on BLM
maps. In the South McCullough
Wilderness: 1) McCullough Trail, 8.1 miles
(McClanaharSpring to Railroad Spring); 2)
Lucy Gray Trail, 6.7 miles (Jean Lake water
haul and corral to McCullough Trail); and,
3) Blackbrush Trail 4.3 miles (Lucy Gray
Trail to McCullough Trail). In the Wee
Thump Joshua Tree Wildgess: 1) Joshua
Tree Trail, 3miles @long the southern
boundary). Trail sectionsin washes total 9.3
miles, trailsectionsnot in washes total 12.8
miles (3.7 acres). Approximately 0.3 miles
(0.2 acres) of new trail will be constructad
two locations: 1)A bypassof Badger
Springsdesigned to focus attention away
from the spring and create a 0.25 mile
separation; an#), connecton of theJoshua
TreeTrail with a highway pullout In

11

addition, some short new trail sections may
be constructed to correct probleegments
(see the followng trail standards section).
No other new trailsvill be constructed or
designated.

J

) M‘CClj”OLIgh Trail

e Define standards for trail
condition and maintenance.

Trails may be maintained or rerouted where
they are causing or anticipated to cause
damage tavilderness character. Trall
rerouting will be limited to short sections
within the cultural and botanical clearance
area (200 ft alignment) for the traior the
purpose of avoiding sensitive resources or
steep terrainApproximatelyeight sections

in the existing trail are knomto be in need

of immediate relocation. Most of these are
about 20 feet, the longest section being 175
feet. Examples fowhentrail maintenance

or reroutingwill occurincludes: 1) slopes



greater than 15 perceliieyond which
potential for excessive soil erosion and tralil
deterioration is high. Very short steep
sections may be retained where
reinforcement with native rock will prevent
soil erosion. Rolling dips or rock enforced
water bars will be utilized to reduce water
causé soil erosion. 2) Where trail braiding
or duplicate routesxistor arebeginningto
occur, the most appropriate trail will be
selected by improving its tread surface or
trimming back vegetation. The alternate
trail(s) will be obstructed and rehabilieak
with rock or native vegetation. 3)
Maintenance will strive to limit trail width
to 24 inches, and not exceed 36 inches
excepttrail sectionsalong precipice$¢where
it may be wider for safejyor in washes
Width standards are applied to continuous
segments longethan 50fed. Tree limbs or
fallen trees may beleared within 10 feet

high and 4 feet to either side of trail (cutting

limbs at trunk) or, where practical, minor
trail relocation to avoid the tree. 4) Trails
may be rerouted to avoid damé&genatural
or cultural resources.

e Establish standards for managing
foot worn hiking paths.

In addition to designated traifot worn
hiking patts may be available for use upon
discovery by visitorsFoot worn hiking
paths will not be marked on thground,
displayed on BLM maps or brochures, or
normally receive maintenance. Creation of
newfoot worn hiking pathk will be
discouraged. Where presefapt worn
hiking patts will normally be brushy, rough,
and of erratic grades making them more
challengng to traverse than a designated
trail.

An inventory of foot worn hiking paths will
be maintained and monitored for resource
damage. Field monitoring will identify
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Joshua Tree Tr

ail duringrain

paths that have substantial footprints, lead to
campirg areas, have cut vegetation, or other
evidence of use. Flat bottomed sandy
washes will not be defined &sot worn

hiking patts. Field monitoring will be
combined with a periodic review of private
sector published route descriptions.

As newfoot worn hking paths are
discovered, they will be evaluated for
impact to wilderness character (including
cultural or biological) and the management
objectives of this plan. Where possiblew
foot worn hiking path will be rehabilitated
(see guidelines for rehdibation of
disturbancesater in this section Some

foot worn hiking pate may lead to popular
sites and receive regular human use, or may
be used by wildlife or livestock to such an
extent thatehabilitationmay not be

possible Wherefoot worn hiking patls are
retained but the trail is found to be unstable
or causing an adverse impact, the trail may
bererouted, improved, or maintad
following the standards for trail condition
and maintenance defined fdesignated
trailsabove However, only tle problem
section may be worked so @smake the
pathcompatible with protecting resourges
not to make th@atheasier to travel or to
attract use .Beforetaking action orfoot

worn hiking paths that are not presently



identified, aseparaté&nvironmenté
Assessmenwill be prepared. Examples of
adverse impacts to wilderness character
include excessive erosion (for example
becoming a gully or a tread surface difficult
to maintain a footing on), creating excessive
impact (such as trail braiding or widegin
or other unacceptable impact to the
wilderness resource

Two existing trails will be monitored dsot
worn hiking patls. These include the non
wash portions offte Walking Box Trail
(approximatelyl.1 mile section between
McClanahan SpringndMcCullough
Spring) and McClanahan Trail
(approximately0.25 milesection between
McClanaharSpringandMcCullough Pass).
Monitoring for newfoot worn hiking path
will specifically occur at McCullough
Mountain, Badger Springs, all vehicle
access points, and #ose routes closed
through this plan.

e Interpretation.

General interpretive information for natural
resources, wilderness, and recreatidglh be
locatedon kiosks, maps, or brochureBlo
interpretive trailswill be designated.

¢ Designatethree trailh eads at the
South McCullough Wilderness and
onetrailhead at the Wee Thump
Joshua Tree Wilderness

A trailhnead will be designateat the end of
the Knight Ranch Roaifr eightvehicles
plusthreevehicles with trailers. Trailer
parking will be at or neahe McClanahan
cow campdepending on whether or not the
Jean Lake Allotment permitee voluntarily
relinquishes the grazing permit.aQparking
will be locatedapproximately2 miles
beyond the cow camgt a point determined
through, botanical, wildlife, ahcultural
review. The Knight Ranch Road through
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the McClanaharcow camp will be restored
to public use.If grazing continues in the
allotment, the road will be fenced along its
edge to separate visitors from the cattle
operations athe McClanaharcow amp.
Betweenthe McClanaharcow camp and the
McCulloughTrailhead, puHouts will be
createdo provide for vehicles passing in
opposite directionsOtherwise, no roads
will be improved to facilitate iderness
trailhead access greater than that curyentl
existing. Past theMicClanaharcow camp
vehicle use will be limited to the trailhead
access road; motor vehicles will not be
permitted beyond the trailheade¢ahance
equestrian antdiking recreation and prevent
parking and passing problems.

Routeoutside of Wilderness past McClanahan Spring
which will be converted to nemotorized trail.

A trailhead will be designated at or near the
Jean Lake water haul silepending on the
status of the livestock grazing operati¢in
will accommodate parking fahreevehicles
plustwo vehicles with trailers. A walk
through will be constructed in the fence
adjacent to the trailhead. A wire fence
approximately 0.3 miles long will be
constructed perpendicular to the exiting
fence and parallel to the boundarydda
reduce vehicle trespass. The fence will
include a walk and ride through opening on
the Lucy Gray Trail. A trailhead will be
designated near Railroad Spring with
parking forthreevehicles. A trailheadwill

be designated at the existing Highway 164



pullout, but will not be signed on the
highwayso ago avoidattractng incidental
visitation. BLM will consult with the
NevadaDepartment of Transportation
regarding use and alterations that may be
necessary to the existing highway pull out.
Post or ock barriers will be placed at
trailheads as needed to limit parking area
disturbance or prevent motorized entry into
the Wilderness.

¢ Manage vehicle access points.

Other than designated trailheads, vehicles
may access the Wilderness at additional
pointswhere existing roads end at the
boundary. This includesine points and
threeboundary roads at the South
McCullough Wilderness and anywhere
along the entire boundary of the Wee
Thump Joshua Tree Wildernedsxcept for
changes to the Knight Ranch Roada&ed
earlier, o roadswill be improvedto

facilitate Wilderness acces3he Knight
Ranch Roado the McCullough Trailhead
road to Colada Welland road over
McCullough Passvould receive kevel 3
maintenanceas neededainterance of
drainage and rabprism,and sight distance.
The south boundary of the Wee Thump
Joshua Tree Wilderness is a paved, state
maintained highway (Highway 164All
other access roaddll receive Level 2
maintenance: Minimum maintenance which
may includeobstruction remova
maintenance of drainage facilities, and
minimum maintenance of road prism.
Vehicle access pointsilvbe defined by
creating turn arounds at suitable locations at
or before the wderness boundary help
direct vehicles from aatinuing into
Wildernes. Turrarounds will be located at
already established, sufficient size pull outs
when present within % mile of the
wilderness boundary. Otherwise, new turn
arounds will be created. Turn arounds will
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occupy approximately 0.1 acres and have
adequate spadortwo vehicles to park
without blocking the turn around.

Vehicle barriers will be constructed where
natural barriers are not adequate to keep
vehicles from traveling past the turn around.
Barrier design will be prioritized as follows:
1) Wildernesssign, berm associated with
turn around, small rocks, and or vegetation
placement or restoration; 2) large boulders
moved by heavy equipmerg) posts;or, 4)
fence or gates.

Vehicle access points will be located %4 mile
from springs unless separated hydge or
similar topographical feature that will
minimize disruption to wildlife. No distinct
access points will be provided on boundary
roads. Existing parking areas on the interior
of the Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness
boundary roads will belosed ad
rehabilitated. Parking putiuts and

camping areas will be limited to the exterior
of the Wee Thump Joshua Tree boundary
roads to reduce the potential for vehiate

or escaped campfires spreading into the
Wilderness area

e Manage camping

Backcounty camping will be allowed

except to minimize disruption to wildlife,
within 300 feet of springs or water troughs
or within a fenced exclosurelo reduce
potential ignition sources in the Joshua tree
stands, ampfires will be prohibited in the
Wee Thumploshua Tree Wildernesamp
stoves will be allowed. Campfires will be
allowed in the South McCullough
Wilderness except under regional fire hazard
restrictions, but visitors will be encouraged
to use onlycamp stovesLeaveNo-Trace
techniques will be couragedhrough
literature and other contacté more than

two campsites (as identified liye presence
of a campfire ring) are identified within a
guarter mileof each otherthecampsite(s)



that isthe least impadb resources (for
example, a newlystablished site) will be
naturalized including removal of the
campfire ring. Campfire rings clesthan
300 feet to water or at sites with other
sensitive resources (for example a cultural
site or area with rare plants) will also be
removed. Occupying acamp site will not be
allowed for more than 14 days.

e Maintain solitude and visitor
encounter standards

In the west central portion of the South
McCullough Wilderness and the entire Wee
Thump Joshua Tree Wildernesssitors will
have good opportunitider solitude.

Outside sights and sounds will be
encountered on most trips. Encounters with
other visitors will be expected on the hiking
trails. Encounters with other groups
(visitors travelingwithin sight or sounaf

one anotherjnore than % mile frorthe
Wildernessboundary will benfrequent,

with no more thamrightencounterper day
excee@donno more than foudays per

year. The remainder of the South
McCullough Wilderness will have
outstanding opportunities for solitude where
encounters with diergroupsmore than %2
mile from vehicle access pointsll be rare,
with no more thatwo encountes per day
exceedean no more thathree days per
year. Outside sights and sounds are rare or
of short duration.

Management actions that may be initiafed
standards are exceededl be prioritized as
follows: 1) educate visitorsoncerning
wilderness ethics and mannérseduce
conflict with other visitors; 2) inform

visitors of nonwilderness hiking and
eqguestrian opportunities in the region; 3)
redue the availability of or modify BLM
brochures or maps that mag promoting
high usein excess of standardé) establish
group size limit of 12; 5) limit parking
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availability; 6 acombination of the above,;
or, 7) initiate revision of this plan and seek
public input to reassess these standards and
or implement more direct controls.

BLM will seek (especially if a new airport is
constructed between Jean and Primm)
opportunitieswith the Federal Aviation
Administration, Clark County Department
of Aviation, ard other officials to encourage
routingoverflights such asow level
approachand departureoutes to airspace
away from the two Wilderness areas.

e Establish group size

A group size limitof 12may be established
based on visitor encounter levels (see
above). A group size of 12 will be
establishedf monitoring indicates more
thantwo groups over 12 individuals per
month angdon more than percenof trail
length,eithertrail standards are not met or
surface impacts (includingewfoot worn
hiking paths) in need of stabilizatioor
rehabilitationare identified. Group permits
will be required only for commercial
activities allowed under thellowing
section for managing guiding and outfitting.

e Adopt policiesfor recreational
riding and pack stock animals.

Recreational ridingandpackstockanimals

will be limited totrails and washe® avoid
creation ofnew traik anddamage to
vegetation that may occur as a result of cross
country riding Cross country use of
recreational riding or pack stockf of trails

will not be permitted except for members of
a hunting party in possession of a valid
hunting license and tag, and in pursuit of big
game during hunting seaso@vernight
campingor lengthydaytime stopsvill be
allowed ifrecreational ridingr pack stock
animalsare picketed or highlined in a wash
of adequate size for the number of animals



without trampling vegetationSpecies of
domestic animals knawto ha\e the
potential to transmit diseasausing
catastrophic or chronic mortalitg natve
wildlife will be prohibited. Grazing
recreational riding or pack stock animals
will not be permitted Feeding willbe
limited topacked irand certified weed free
feed pellets will be encouraged.

Blackbrush Trail

e Establish policy for guides and
outfitters.

Commercial guidingvill be permitted for:

1) big game huntingimited by thenumber

of big game hunting tags issued for the area
by the Nevada Department of Wildljf2)
academiclly oriented organizations wise
primarypurposds educatiorabout
wildernessor environmentagducationand

3) organizations whee service igprimarily

for the supporof people with disabilities
Other guiiding servicesvill notbe permitted.
Except for big game hunting guides, guiding
activities will be permitd on arinfrequent
basis not to exceed twguided trips per
month; regularly scheduled guidimgll not

be permitted.Guides will be provided with
wilderness ethics informatidio provide to
clients. Commercial guiding requires
issuance of a recreatiq@ermit.
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e Use of signs

The Wilderness boundary will be identified
by fiberglass Wilderness signs at key
locations. Wilderness boundary signs at trail
entry points may be larger wooden signs that
state the name of the Wilderness and
generally be morpleasng to the eye
Signboards will be placed at trailheads with
wilderness and natural resources interpretive
information. Other access points may have
small signboards to provide wilderness,
natural resources, and regulatory
information. Directional signgo the
Wilderness will not be placed anajor

roads ohighways so as not to draw in
additional use from visitors who otherwise
were not intending to drive to the
Wilderness.

Kiosks will be placed on the outskirt of Jean
at the intersection dfnight Rarch Road
andLas Vegas Boulevard and on the access
road near the prison. These two kiosk
locations will be in conjunction with the
JeariRoachLakes Special Recreation
Management fea. Of particular

importance on the kiosks will be posting
advance noticefdOHV race closure

adjacent to the South McCullough
Wildernesghatrestrictdriving to or from

the wilderness trailheads and access points
during race. Race closure information will
be postean the kiosks and on the BLM
internet sitdwo weeks priord racesto

provide ample notice that ingress and egress
will be restricted

Within the Wilderness areas, directional
wooden posts two feet tall will be placed at
trail intersections and points where the trail
enters and exits a wash. At trail
intersectionsposts will also identify the trail
terminus. Arrows or names will be milled
into the wood.



e Off-site visitor information analysisfor historicalsignificancethe
following will be removed:

Basic information about thé/ilderness 1) The orral atNorth Railroad
areagfor example, safety, leaw#o-trace, Spring. The corral is not necessary
sensitive resources, and some location for administration of the wilderness,
information)will be provided in brochures, is nolongerused as a part of

onthe BLM website, and on BLM Surface livestock grazing operation, and is
Management Edition maps. In addition, a not initially thought to have
Wilderness specific map will be produced historical significance.

by BLM with trails, descriptions, and 2) The easternmost 860 feet of the
interpretive information.Only those springs Lucy Gray pasture fencelhe fence
identified & named on USGS maps will be could be relocated to serve the same
labeled on BLM produced mapsith the function and better define the
addition ofNorth RailroadSpringwhich wilderness.

will also belabeled Wildernessethics, 3) Troughs at Badger Springs and
LeaveNo-Trace, and interpretive Bathtub Spring The troughs are not
information will be included on maps. necessary for the administration of
Although not within the control d8LM the wilderness, and are not are not
management,arious information mabe authorized for use by livestock.
made available by neBLM sources such as

guide books.When possible, BLM will E

provide information to authors in an effortto £ 5 &

assureprivately providednformation is
compatible with this planBLM will also
coordinate withthe US GeologicalSurveyto
remove from future USGS map printings,
vehicle routeslepicted within Wilderness
boundaries.

¢ Removal of structures and
installations.

McCIanahan South Well

?tgctures ar':dh!ntsta}llaﬂom\s.sll_fpe removed 4) The remainsf a welt the
if they are not historically sigjficant, are McClanahan South Wellin

ngt t.h? rtnlr:]murrf\ tr;]ecessary forlld addition, thewell shaft, a potential
administration of the area as wilderness safetyhazardwill be plugged and

are notassociated with a grandfathered use abandonedA hole wasduginto the

or valid existing right If spring : I rf
developments are ntft in placethespring gg)eupngﬁg%r\;)eﬂggfnﬁa;e; ?t A

}N'”;.e r_ehabtlllttated to da natur?lly i structure was built over the hole to
unctioning state providing surtace watef. support a windmill. Surface water is

surface water would be loghe facility may foundat the bottom of the hole

be maintained if it would promote healthy, during much of the yearThe hole is
viable, and more naturally distributed steep walled at the back anbre
wildlife populations. Pending cultural gentlyslopes at the front. The hole

will be naturalizecht the ground
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surface around the edge of the hole
to reduced the potential for material
sloughingin, visitors slipping in, and
to mimic the surrounding slope and
shape of the topographyhe well
was lorg ago abandoned and neither
the well or associated development
necessary for administiion of the
wilderness, is not used as a part of
livestock grazing operation, and is
not initially thought to have
historical significance.

¢ Removal of human effecs.

Wilderness Rangers will be given
instruction on the identification of human
artifacts50 years old or greater. Items that
are clearly and obviously less than 50 years
old will be considered unattended personal
property or refuse. Unattended personal
property not associated with an active camp
including geocachesyill be removed by
BLM personal upon encounteringgind held
at the BLM office If possible, the owner of
the personal propertyill be contactedor
pick up from the BLM office.In thecase of
a geocache, BLMvill alsorequest the
geocache sponsor to remove the site listing
from the internet.The summit register on
McCullough Mountain will not be removed
as it is casual use axdes nogffect visitor
use patternsHuman effects for wich
guestions of age existill be photographed
for further consideration by the archeologist.
Prehistoricartifactswill not be disrupted.
Pending cultural analysis the following will
be removed:
1) Refusenear the McClanahan
South Wel] e x c e pWalking r
Boxo trough whi ch
to interpretpast activities in the area.
2) An abandoned vehicle in the Wee
Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness.
Vehicle will be cut up and removed
by wheeled cart, or helicopter.
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e Rehabilitation of disturbances.

Twelve miles of former vehicle trails in the
South McCullough Wilderness and one mile
in the Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness,
those not designated as a trail or retained as
afoot worn hiking pathwill be

rehabilitated. Active rehabilitation will

occur at setions visible from key
observation points while other sections will
be left to rehabilitate naturallyWWhere soils
are compacted, the surface may be éoed
with handtools anywhere along the
rehabilitated route Adequate water

drainage will be provid#throughout.An
unquantifiednumberof miles of vehicle

route in washewill rehabilitatenaturally.

Access road to large prospsite
northwestof North RailroadSpring

Two prospecting dig areas in the South
McCullough Wilderness wiibe activey
rehabilitated.Scattered prospects sites
including adits and trenches in the southwest
corner of the Wee Thump Joshua Tree
Wilderness will be filled or collapsed

pending determination @hining claim

validity and wildlife inventory. Gates may

tpB iBstaBd and theaditsleft intactif found

W brbvide iligortaht Qvildifie hBbRafThe
topography of tailings piles and depressions
will be naturalized to make them mintiee
surroundingslope and shape.



