
Volunteers spent some 
tiempo improving water ac-
cess for wildlife over Cinco 
de Mayo weekend in the 
Black Rock Desert-High 
Rock Canyon National Con-
servation Area. These lands 
are critical for both wildlife 
and recreationists. 

“What a great volunteer 
experience!” said Rita, who 
came out with her kids. “We 
built a small earthen dam to 

catch and preserve water for the natural 
wildlife.”

The catchment dam will har-
vest rain and spring water, providing 
a drinking spot during dry times for 
area wildlife, including bighorn sheep, 
pronghorn, and mule deer.

After the group finished work, a 
Cinco de Mayo fiesta -  complete with 
Bananas Foster con Tequila – was wait-
ing for them at camp, courtesy of Stew-
ardship Program Director and Chef Ex-
traordinaire Pat Bruce!

They usually spend the day 
selling Glorious Mud, but employ-
ees from Lush Cosmetics got their 
hands dirty in a different way while 
volunteering in the Rainbow Moun-
tain Wilderness.

The volunteers left their posts at 
the Lush Cosmetics store in Man-
dalay Bay and spent the morning 
re-naturalizing an area damaged by 
human impact. After working up 
a sweat, the team had a picnic on 
the cool green lawn at the Spring 
Mountains Ranch State Park.

Pearl Gottschalk, Charitable 
Givings Ambassador for Lush, en-
joyed the blue skies and hard work. 
“I think this is one of the best days 
we’ve ever done as a company.”

Shannon, a Lush volunteer, 
agreed. “This is way better than be-

ing stuck indoors all day!” 
Seeing the impact of their hard 

work helped the volunteers make 
the connection between sales and 
stewardship. 

“We say we want to protect wil-
derness,” Pearl said, “but it’s impor-
tant that we actually see what that 
means.

“Lush sells Friends of Nevada 
Wilderness Charity Pots, so we talk 
about Friends in the store all the 
time but now we’re getting a chance 
for our employees actually get out, 
get their hands dirty and to see that 
what they do on the sales floor re-
ally matters,” Pearl said. 

Charity Pots benefiting Friends 
of Nevada Wilderness are available 
at the Lush Cosmetics store in Man-
dalay Bay Resort in Las Vegas. 
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During Alternative Spring 
Break 2012, student volunteers 
launched coyote melon seedballs 
with a slingshot to revegetate the 
riparian area of Corn Creek in the 
Desert National Wildlife Refuge. 

Project lead Matt Flores from 
the Great Basin Institute sent over 
this picture with a note: Just an up-
date on the restoration here: I was 
watering new plants this morning 
and I noticed several, four or five, 
coyote melons growing in the wet-
land where we launched them dur-
ing the ASB.  

While Matt can’t be 100% cer-
tain they are the Spring Breakers’ 

coyote melons, the possibility en-
courages more experiments with 
seeds and slingshots!

Update: slingshot-style stewardship a sUCCess!

Volunteers got down and dirty 
during April showers to ensure 
native Nevada flowers would be 
blooming this May.

Down south in the Desert Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, volunteers 
came out to pull sweet clover from 
the Corn Creek riparian area. Re-

moving the invasive species en-
sures endemics get water and 
aren’t choked out.

More than 20 volunteers spent 
their Saturday at the refuge. With 
gray skies and occasional sprin-
kles, the team stayed cool and en-
joyed the break from the Las Ve-

gas heat and pavement.
In the far northern part of the 

state, more than one thousand 
plant starts went into the ground at 
Tom Basin. Located in the Santa 
Rosa Range, Tom Basin was badly 
damaged after a fire scorched the 
area in 2011. 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness 
led four stewardship trips over the 
spring to re-naturalize the area for 
wildlife while Nevada Outdoor 
School kept younger wilderness 
warriors occupied. 

Along with Great Basin Sage 
and Wyoming Big Sage, 700 bit-
terbrush plants were put into the 
ground. Tom Basin is heavy mule 
deer habitat, and bitterbrush is a 
staple of the animal’s winter diet. 

Seeds from plants that are na-
tive to Tom Basin were gathered 
and scattered; an early spring seed 
distribution mimics nature’s cycle 
and ups the odds of success.

Aside from being favored hab-
itat for mule deer, Tom Basin is 
also habitat for the sage grouse.
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