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Introduction  
 

 In New Jersey, as elsewhere around the country, having a valid driverôs license can be 

the key to getting and keeping a job, especially for people just entering or returning to the 

workforce.  Many of the entry-level jobs with career possibilities in growing fields ï including 

the building and construction trades, automobile mechanics, and commercial driving ï require 

a driverôs license.  Other jobs in this suburban state are simply unreachable by public 

transportation.  For urban residents hoping to take advantage of the job growth occurring in 

suburban areas, the ability to drive is a necessity.  The demands of child care and other family 

responsibilities increase the need for transportation independence among new and returning 

workers. 

 As a consequence, driverôs license suspension has become a major barrier to 

employment in New Jersey for urban residents and others seeking work in the state.  There are 

over 400 grounds for suspension in New Jersey ï many of which have nothing to do with 

unsafe driving.  In fact, a recent review of New Jersey license suspensions during one year 

found that over half of all suspensions were imposed for financial reasons including failure to 

pay fines, surcharges and other penalties.  An individualôs license can be suspended for 

multiple reasons, or on multiple charges, at the same time.  Some suspensions are imposed by 

the courts, and some by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission.  The procedures to 

address each of these kinds of suspension vary greatly, and navigating more than one at a time 

can be confusing and logistically challenging.  Restoring a license that has been suspended can 

be costly as well.   

 Public and private agencies and advocates around the state who are providing job 

training and job search assistance have also found their work frustrated by the prevalence of 

license suspension among the individuals they are trying to help.   

 

 The purpose of this manual is to help individuals with suspended licenses and 

their advocates ï anyone who, formally or informally, is providing help and guidance ï 

understand the complex web of laws and regulations affecting driverôs license suspension 

in New Jersey and to provide a road map of how to go about getting a license restored.  It 

is our hope that this manual can help more New Jersey residents reach employment and 

greater economic stability.  
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 Overview: How to Use This Manual  
 

 This manual should be used as a basic guide to license suspension and restoration in New 

Jersey.  It describes the different types of suspension and what needs to be done in each case to resolve 

the problem.  It also explains where to get information about individual situations. This manual will not 

be able to answer every question you may have, or describe in detail all of the laws and regulations that 

affect each case.  It should help you know what questions to ask, and who can provide the answers.  

The sections that follow take you through the three major steps of solving a license suspension problem: 

 

Step One 
First, you must find out the cause or causes of suspension.  This requires obtaining and 

interpreting a driverôs abstract, which provides a detailed list of each violation and suspension 

on a driverôs license.  

 

Step Two 
Next, youôll need to identify what must be done to address each type of suspension.  This 

manual provides a description of eight categories of suspension and answers for each the 

following questions: 

 

  Who Suspends?  

  Mandatory or Discretionary?  

  How long does the suspension last?   

  Where do I go to get information about the suspension?    

  What is the procedure for lifting the suspen sion?   

  Other things I need to know?    
  

These descriptions are designed to give you the basic information youôll need to contact the 

appropriate authorities and take steps to get the suspension lifted.  If there is more than one 

suspension, you will have to address each one before proceeding to Step Three. 

 

Throughout the manual, we have included in the margins some helpful tips and references to 

the specific New Jersey laws and regulations pertaining to the suspensions discussed in the text. 

In Appendices A and B, we also provide two worksheets designed to help you collect the 

specific information youôll need to address each suspension.  (Depending on the number of 

suspensions youôre dealing with, you may need to make extra copies of the worksheets.)  The 

manualôs other appendices provide you with other helpful information; youôll see references to 

the appendices in the margins. 

 

Step Three 
Finally, you must get the license restored by paying the restoration fee. 

 

While we have tried to be as complete and as accurate as possible in presenting this material, 

users of this manual should be aware that laws and regulations change, as do the policies and practices 

of agencies and courts.  It is important to call and ask questions and confirm what you must do with the 

appropriate court or agency.  We have provided phone numbers and web sites to help you with this 

process.  In particular, you should become familiar with the website for the Motor Vehicle Commission 

or ñMVCò (formerly the Division of Motor Vehicle Services or ñDMVò), www.state.nj.us/mvc, which 

contains useful information, phone numbers, forms, and provides some online services. 
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TIP FOR ADVOCATES :  At times in this manual, we will refer to the person youôre trying to help as 
ñyour client.ò  This term is used merely as a convenience for the reader.  If you are not licensed to 

practice law in the State of New Jersey, you cannot provide legal advice or ñrepresentò someone other 

than yourself in court.  Doing so would constitute the unauthorized practice of law and could subject 

you to civil and criminal penalties.  That said, municipal courts and the MVC are generally friendly to 

the idea of people ñassistingò or ñspeaking forò those who need help getting their licenses back.  Donôt 

be shy about doing so, but always be up front about the fact that you are not an attorney.   By advocate, 

we include those who donôt have any formal advocacy relationship with a ñclient.ò  You could be, for 

example, a friend or relative, pastor or imam, job counselor or parole officer. 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR ESSEX COUNTY: Appendix I provides information on 

additional resources available to deal with license suspension issues specifically in Essex County.  
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Step One:  Finding Out the Cause of Suspension  
 

 A.  Getting an Abst ract  
 

 As the next section describes, there are a variety of reasons why a New 

Jersey driverôs license may be suspended.  Very often a single driver will have 

multiple suspensions. For example, a driver could have suspension orders from 

two different municipal courts for unpaid traffic tickets, a suspension for 

excessive points, a Family Court-ordered suspension for failure to pay child 

support, and suspensions for two separate violations arising out of a single traffic 

stop (such as driving while suspended and failure to carry insurance).  Each and 

every one of a driverôs suspensions must be resolved and cleared from the record 

before he or she is entitled to seek restoration of a driverôs license. 

 A driverôs abstract lists every suspension and violation on a New Jersey 

driverôs record.  An abstract is a document maintained by the MVC to track and 

record violations and other orders relating to a driverôs conduct and driving 

privileges.  A full abstract will include every suspension and is the best place to 

figure out what suspensions exist. 

 

 There are five ways to find out the contents of a driverõs 

abstract.  
 

1) Call the MVC :  The most efficient way to learn what suspensions a 

driver has is to contact the MVCôs license suspension office at (609) 292-7500.  

To avoid a long wait before you reach an operator, avoid calling during peak 

hours like Monday mornings and lunchtime.  Once you get someone on the line, 

that operator can call up the entire abstract and tell you what is in it.  He or she 

can identify each suspension and the court or administrative agency that ordered 

it; with this information, you can contact the courts or agencies directly for the 

details. The office will also be able to give you information on any outstanding 

bench warrants, and provide you with the phone numbers to call. 

 

2) Go to a MVC Regional Service Center and request an 

official, certified paper abstract :  This request for an official printout can 

be processed on the spot (once you get to the front of the line).  You will have to 

pay a $10.00 fee, which can be paid in cash, or by check or money order. 

 

3) Fill out an abstract request form on - line:  You can also 

complete an abstract request form online at the MVCôs website, 

www.state.nj.us/mvc. You need a credit card to pay the $10.00 fee.   

 

4)  Fill out and mail in an abstract request form :  An official 

paper abstract can also be requested by mail. Use the Abstract Request form in 

Appendix C or call the MVCôs general information line and select option 6 to 

have a copy of the form sent to you. Complete the form and return it to MVC 

with a $10.00 check or money order. 

 

You should receive your abstract within five business days of when MVC 

receives your request form and payment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See page 7 for a 

sample abstract. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Appendix A 

for more guidance on 

gathering the necessary 

information from MVC. 
 

See Appendix E  

for some useful phone 
numbers.  To reach MVCôs 

license suspension office, 

dial (609) 292-7500. To 

reach MVCôs general 

information line, dial toll-

free (888) 486-3339. 
 

 

 

 

 

A copy of this 

form can be found in 

Appendix C. 
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5)  Go to an auto insurance company for an unofficial 

abstr act :  Most insurance companies offering auto insurance can print out an 

unofficial abstract at their office.  They may charge a fee for this service.  When 

requesting an abstract from an insurance company, make sure that the company 

provides a full  abstract and not just a ñfive-year abstract.ò  Insurance companies 

often access only a potential insured driverôs driving record for the past five 

years.  Because many individuals with suspended licenses have suspensions 

dating back more than five years, this is inadequate for your purposes. 

 

TIP FOR ADVOCATES :  If your client has authorized you to be his or her 

advocate, the MVC license suspension office should be willing to disclose the 

clientôs driving record information.  To identify yourself as an authorized 

advocate for a client when calling the MVC, you will need to know your clientôs 

full name and date of birth.  A driverôs license number is also very helpful, but 

not necessary.  If possible, ask your client what home address he or she lived at 

when he or she first got a license, and if there are any other names that he or she 

may have used.  It is important to make sure that you are accessing the correct 

individualôs driving record, which can be more difficult over the phone. 

 

 

 B.  Reading the Abstract  
 

 Look at the sample abstract on page 7.  The information at the top of the 

page -- name, address, driverôs license number, class, and ñendorsements and 

restrictionsò identifies the driver.  The chart that follows includes every incident 

tracked by the MVC with respect to this driver. These may include traffic stops 

and summonses, court orders regarding the payment of fines and the failure to 

pay fines, and MVC administrative actions such as the automatic suspension of a 

driverôs license upon notice that the driverôs auto insurance has been canceled. 

 Each entry has two dates.  In the left column the ñEvent Dateò is the 

actual date of the incident; the ñPosting Dateò in the right column is the date 

when this information was entered into the MVCôs computers.  Be aware that 

very recent violations -- within a month or so before you requested the abstract -- 

may not be included.  (If a recent incident does not appear on a driverôs abstract, 

it will also not appear on the computer screen of the license suspension office 

operator if you call.)  Events are listed in reverse chronological order with the 

most recent events are on the top.  Thus, on the sample abstract on page 7, the 

driver had her license and registration suspended because of an insurance 

cancellation on March 5, 2001, she paid the restoration fee on March 8, 2001, 

and then her license was suspended again because of another cancellation on 

April 4, 2001. 

 The second, third and fourth columns on the left side -- ñEvent 

Responsibility,ò ñEvent Type,ò ñEvent Identifierò -- contain letter and numerical 

codes the MVC uses to identify the source and nature of the violation or  

suspension.  A chart of the most common codes and what they mean, as 

translated by the MVC, is included in Appendix D.  The ñEvent Responsibilityò 

column indicates what division of the MVC or what court imposed the 

suspension. For example, on the sample abstract, ñUMSò refers to the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See page 7  

for sample abstract. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Appendix 

D  for the division and 

court codes used by the 

MVC. 
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ñUninsured Motorist Systemò and ñG21ò refers to Newark City municipal court.  

ñEvent Typeò is the kind of action that was taken; for example, on the sample, 

ñOò refers to a suspension order and ñFò refers to a fee payment.   The ñEvent 

Descriptionò field contains a short summary of the incident or infraction.  Where 

the item is a traffic violation causing the driver to accrue points on her record, the 

number of points involved is shown in the ñPTSò Column (there are none in the 

sample).  At the bottom of the last page of the abstract, the Event Description 

column will list the suspensions, current and past, to which the driver is subject.  

(The latter appear under the heading of ñHistory of Suspensions.ò) 
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St ep Two: Types of Suspension and How to Address Them  
 

 The Basics  
 

 How long does the suspension last?   There are, in general, two 

kinds of driverôs license suspensions: suspensions which last for a specific, set 

period of time, and those which last until you have paid a fine or complied with 

some other requirement.  For example, in addition to imposing fines, municipal 

courts may suspend a driverôs license for six months to a year for driving while 

suspended.  You must wait that period of time before seeking reinstatement. If 

you have more than one suspension of this kind, they will run one after the other.   

The second kind of suspension is most often imposed for failure to pay a fine or 

fee, such as a parking ticket or an insurance surcharge.  The driver will have to 

pay all or part of that amount to regain driving privileges, and the suspension will 

last until the driver has paid the fine in full or arranged a payment plan approved 

by the court. 

 

 Who Suspends?   As discussed earlier, all suspensions do not come 

from the same place.  It is important to know which of the various courts or 

agencies is responsible for the suspension you are trying to address, because that 

will determine where you go and what you must do to lift the suspension.  Some 

suspensions are imposed by municipal courts, which are the courts of the cities, 

townships and boroughs of New Jersey.  In order to address those suspensions, 

you will need to contact the specific municipal court that ordered the suspension.  

In other cases, such as violations of New Jerseyôs drug laws, suspensions may be 

imposed by the Superior Court  of New Jersey. (The Superior Court is the State-

level trial court. There is one courthouse in every county in New Jersey.) Family 

Division judges impose suspensions for failure to pay child support.  These are 

all judicial suspensions, which means they were imposed by the courts.   

In addition, some suspensions are imposed directly by the Motor Vehicle 

Commission for violation of certain regulations, such as failure to carry 

insurance on a registered motor vehicle or accumulating too many points.  

These are administrative suspensions.  

 

Mandatory or discretionary?   Suspensions can either be 

mandatory, which means that the law requires that a suspension be imposed, or 

discretionary, meaning that a judge or the MVC can suspend a license, but the 

law does not require them to do so.  If a suspension is discretionary, then a driver 

may have the ability to avoid suspension, or present good reasons to lift a 

suspension.  If the suspension is mandatory, the law usually forbids a judge from 

reducing the statutory suspension period, even if he or she would like to do so.  

Below we have indicated which categories of suspensions are mandatory and 

which are discretionary, but if you are not sure about a particular suspension, the 

best guide is the statute itself.  Words like ñshall,ò ñmust,ò and ñnot less thanò 

indicate mandatory suspensions.  Words like ñmay,ò ñnot more than,ò and 

ñdiscretionò indicate that suspension is discretionary.   

 

The following pages describe eight categories of suspension, with details 

on how to address each one.  We have indicated the statutes that correspond to 

the suspensions in the margins. 

 

 

 

REMEMBER! 

Regardless of how long 

a suspension lasts or 

what it was for, you 

must pay the license 

restoration fee before 

you can drive legally. 

See Step Three.  

 

 

A TIP ON 

READING THE 

ABSTRACT:  If the 

ñEvent Responsibility 

Codeò is three letters, 

such as ñCIS,ò  this 

usually means an action 

taken by or with the 

MVC.  If it has a letter 

with a number, such as 

ñB13,ò this indicates a 

judicial suspension and 

tells you where youôll 

need to go to address it. 

See Appendix D  for the 

codes.  

 

HOW DO I 

FIND OUT WHAT A 

N.J. STATUTE SAYS? 
The statute number will 

usually be written on the 

summons and on any 

court papers dealing 

with the offense; the 

MVCôs Suspension 

Office may also be able 

to provide the statute 

number.  The New 

Jersey Statutes can be 

searched on the Internet 

at www.njleg.state.nj.us. 

Click on ñstatutesò in 

the left column. 

 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/
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A. VIOLATION OF MOTOR V EHICLE AND TRAFFIC 

LAWS: DRIVING - RELATED SUSPENSIONS  
 

Description :  New Jersey and motor vehicle and traffic laws contain a 

range of provisions that permit or require driverôs license suspension for driving-

related violations.  The categories are: 

 

 General Traffic Violations :  The MVC and the courts have the 

discretion to suspend a license for any violation of state or local traffic regulations for a 

ñreasonableò period of time.  This is usually invoked only in situations where the driverôs 

actions resulted in someoneôs death or constituted a serious crime (e.g., driving a getaway 

car in a robbery).  Also used is the ñhabitual offenderò suspension provision.  Whenever a 

driver has had three suspensions during a three-year period, the MVC can suspend his or 

her license for up to three years.  The driver will be sent a notice beforehand, and is 

entitled to a hearing before an Administrative Law Judge.  If you request a hearing, you 

will have to appear for a pre-hearing conference beforehand.     

 

 Points:  Each of the more serious traffic violations under state law has 

a ñpointsò value associated with it.  The law permits the MVC to suspend the license of 

anyone who accumulates twelve or more points in a two-year period, or fifteen or more 

points in a longer period.  MVC will send a pre-suspension notice automatically when the 

driverôs penalties reach the twelve point mark; there is an opportunity for a hearing 

before an Administrative Law Judge. 

 

 Driving Whil e Intoxicated (DWI) : New Jersey law provides for a 

sliding scale of suspension for DWI based on the existence of prior DWI offenses.  A 

first offender typically faces a mandatory suspension of seven months that the court can 

extend, in its discretion, to as long as one year.  (For a first offender whose blood alcohol 

level was less than 0.10 percent, the term of suspension is only three months.)  Second 

offenders face a mandatory two-year suspension, and third and subsequent offenses earn 

a mandatory ten-year suspension.   

 

 Driving While Suspended or Without a License :  Driving while 

suspended will lead to further suspension, with the length of time varying depending on 

the reason for the underlying suspension.  Driving without a license will also lead to a 

suspension, which functions as a delay of several months to several years before a license 

can be obtained, or in the case of those under the legal driving age a delay beginning 

from the point of license eligibility. For suspensions for driving without a license MVC 

will assign a license number with the suspension in order to complete the suspension.  

 

Who Suspends?   For general traffic violations, habitual offenders, 

excessive points, and driving while suspended, suspensions are imposed by the 

MVC, though courts can impose suspensions for traffic violations as well, or as 

part of the penalty for conviction in DWI cases. 

 

Mandatory or Discretionary?   Suspension for general motor vehicle 

and traffic law violations are discretionary.  Suspension for being a ñpersistent 

violatorò is also discretionary, and the MVC is directed to consider the number 

and seriousness of the driverôs offenses and the extent to which the driver shows 

disregard for the safety and welfare of others. While suspension for excessive 

points is automatic, the length of the suspension is discretionary, from thirty to 

180 days (or potentially longer), and both the number of points and the length of 

Motor Vehicle 

and Traffic Regulation 

laws are found in Title 

39 of the New Jersey 

Statutes (ñN.J.S.A.ò).   

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 39:5-30 

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 39:5-30a & b 

 

 

 

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 39:5-30.8 

Points & length of 

suspension per violation 

are in the N.J. 

Administrative Code 

(ñN.J.A.C.ò).  See 

N.J.A.C. § 13:19, 

subchapter 10. 

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 39:4-50 (see 

Article 9 of Chapter 4, 

generally) 

 

 

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 39:3-40 
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the suspension can be reduced if the driver is offered and successfully completes 

a driver improvement course.  Similarly, suspension for driving while suspended 

is mandatory, but there is some flexibility in the length of the suspension. 

Suspensions for DWI are mandatory, but the court has discretion as to the length 

of suspension (as described on the preceding page) for a first offense.  After a 

second or subsequent DWI offense, even after the elapsed suspension period has 

elapsed, restoration is discretionary on the part of the MVC, and will depend on a 

favorable recommendation from the Intoxicated Driver Unit of the Department of 

Health and Senior Services. 

 

How long does the suspension last?   Suspensions for traffic 

violations have no set time limit, but must be ñreasonable.ò  Suspensions for 

excessive points can range from thirty to 180 days, or higher depending on the 

number of accumulated points.  Suspensions for DWI last as follows: seven 

months to one year for most first offenses, two years for the second, and ten 

years for the third and subsequent offenses.  The mandatory suspensions are 

doubled when the offense takes place within 1,000 feet of a school.  For driving 

under suspension, the length will vary depending on the underlying suspension.  

Generally, the prior suspension will be extended by six months.  If the prior 

suspension was for driving without insurance (see below) or DWI, it will be 

extended by one to two years.  When the violation takes place in a school zone, 

the extension will also be one to two years, but because this violation also carries 

a jail term, the suspension will run from the date of release from jail. 

 

Where do I go to get information about the suspension?   

For suspensions imposed by the MVC, call the MVC license suspension office.  

If the suspension was imposed by a court, call the municipal court administrator 

for that municipality; the MVC will also be able to provide you with basic 

information about the case, including the length of suspension. 

 

What is the procedure for lifting the suspension?   The 

suspensions described in this section last for a particular period of time, so the 

only option for most drivers with a mandatory suspension is simply to wait until 

the time has expired and then seek reinstatement.  If the court or the MVC has 

some discretion in the length of the suspension, and the mandatory minimum 

time has passed, you can seek a hearing to reopen the case and reduce the time, 

although depending on the length of the suspension, this may not be worthwhile, 

as the process is time consuming.  The procedure to re-open a case to get a court 

to modify or amend a suspension order is described in Appendix G.  To request a 

hearing at the MVC, call the MVC suspension office.   

With regard to DWI, reinstatement of driving privileges is discretionary, 

and the driver will have to apply to the MVC (see above).  The driver may be 

required to show completion of drug and alcohol and highway safety programs 

(which may have been ordered as part of the sentence).  Further suspensions may 

be ordered as punishment for driving while on DWI suspension, or for failing to 

install or use an interlock (breathalyzer) device when ordered to do so. 

 

Other things I need to know?   Before being suspended as a 

ñpersistent violatorò or for excessive points, the MVC will send a notice to the 

driver which specifies that he or she may ask for a hearing before the suspension 

See Appendix 

F for locations of driver 

improvement courses.  

Courses are offered in 

the evenings, year 

round.  Permission to 

attend depends mainly 

on the driverôs record. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Appendix 

E  for phone numbers.  

 

 

 

Remember: 

there will also be fines 

associated with these 

violations, which must 

be paid prior to 

reinstatement. See 

Section F, on suspension 

for failure to pay 

penalties. 

 

 

Drivers 

convicted of DWI 

offenses must comply 

with the requirements of 

the Intoxicated Driver 

Program and the local 

Intoxicated Driver 

Resource Center, where 

specific programs are 

held. 
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is imposed, by submitting a hearing request in writing.  If you or your client 

receives such a notice, it is advisable to talk to a lawyer or get representation for 

this hearing.  If a driver is facing an extended, court-ordered suspension, he or 

she should also seek legal representation; if you are in municipal court and face a 

suspension of six months or greater, or jail time, you are entitled to 

representation by a public defender. 

 

B. FAILURE TO CARRY INS URANCE 
 

Descriptio n:  New Jersey vehicle owners are obliged by law to carry a 

minimum level of liability insurance to cover the costs of a possible accident.  

Failing to maintain adequate insurance can lead to two kinds of mandatory 

suspension: a judicial (court -ordered) suspension for the violation if the driver 

receives a summons (ticket) and is convicted of failure to carry insurance, or an 

administrative suspension, when an insurance company notifies the MVC that a 

driver has been dropped from coverage.  

 

Who suspends?   Judicial suspension for violating the statute requiring 

insurance coverage will occur when the driver is pulled over and cited for failure 

to carry insurance because he or she cannot show the police an insurance 

identification card.  (See ñOther things I need to know.ò)  This type of suspension 

is ordered by the municipal court when the driver is convicted.  The 

administrative suspension is done by the MVC.  Insurance companies are 

required to report to the MVC when a driver has stopped paying premiums and 

allowed insurance coverage to lapse.  When it receives this information, the 

MVC will automatically send a suspension to the driver.  If a driver fails to either 

(a) surrender the license plates and registration to the MVC within ninety days of 

the notice, or (b) get new insurance and have the vehicle registration restored by 

bringing proof of insurance to the MVC, then the MVC will suspend the 

vehicleôs registration after 30 days.  This in turn triggers a 30-day notice for 

suspension of the ownerôs driverôs license.  When the MVC puts this type of 

suspension into effect, it sends a notice to the driver that typically gives about a 

weekôs notice (but is not required to do so) prior to the date the suspension will 

go into effect.  

 

Mandatory or discretionary?   Both types of suspensions for failure 

to carry insurance are mandatory.  Judicial suspensions for a violation are 

mandatory for a set term of one to two years.  Administrative suspensions are 

mandatory until the driver addresses the suspension of his registration, by 

showing proof of new insurance coverage or surrendering the plates. 

 

How long does the suspension last?   A judicial suspension for 

driving an uninsured vehicle lasts one year for a first offender.  Mandatory 

suspension for the second offense is two years, and the MVC can refuse to 

reinstate the driver if it thinks there is a ñlikelihoodò that the individual will again 

operate a vehicle without insurance.  The administrative MVC suspension lasts 

until the driver surrenders the license plates or gets the vehicleôs registration 

reinstated by showing proof of new auto insurance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 39:6B-1, and 

following sections 

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 17:33B-41 
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Where do I go to get information about the suspension?   If 

you cannot tell from the driverôs abstract ï or from notices received in the mail 

from MVC or a court ï whether your suspension is a MVC or judicial 

suspension, call the MVC license suspension hotline and ask an operator if she 

can answer that question.  If it is a court-ordered suspension, call the particular 

court for information on when the charge was decided and how long the 

suspension will last.  If administrative, call or go to the MVC. 

 

What is the procedure for lifting the suspension?   A court-

ordered suspension carries a mandatory term, so the only procedure is to wait 

until the term expires and then apply for license restoration using the process in 

Step Three.  An administrative suspension lasts until the driver either (a) 

surrenders the license plates and registration card for the vehicle whose insurance 

has lapsed or (b) gets insurance for that vehicle, presents the proof of insurance 

to the MVC, and gets the registration restored.  Registration restoration involves 

a $100 fee which is in addition to the $100 fee for license restoration.  After 

either surrendering the plates or restoring registration, the driver can apply for 

license restoration as described in Step Three. 

 

Other things I need to know?    Be aware that: 
 

**You donôt have to be the vehicleôs owner to get a court-ordered 

suspension for failure to carry insurance.  If you are driving someone elseôs 

vehicle that you know or ought to know is not adequately insured ï for example, 

a spouseôs vehicle ï you can be subject to a suspension under the law. 

 

**Failure to ñcarryò insurance is different from failure to carry your 

insurance card.  If your case involves an open charge for failure to carry 

insurance but you did in fact have insurance on the day you were pulled over ï 

you just didnôt have your insurance card with you ï then all you need to do is 

show the prosecutor and the court proof that you did (i.e., show them your 

insurance card or policy with a start date prior to the date of the violation).  The 

prosecutor should then agree to plead your violation down to failure to carry or 

display an insurance card; the maximum penalty for this violation of this law is 

$100 plus court costs, and the court may even dismiss the charge altogether. 

 

**WARNING!   If you are cited for driving without insurance, the 

law permits the police to impound your vehicle unless you can prove ï 

within 24 hours of receiving the citation ï that you have insurance.  (It is 

not clear how often vehicles are actually impounded under this statute.) 

Failure to Carry 

Insurance, conôd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 39:3-29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

N.J.S.A. § 39:3-29.1a 

 



-13- 
 

C.  FAILURE TO PAY INSUR ANCE SURCHARGES 
 

Description :  Despite the name, insurance surcharges are not charges 

added to a driverôs insurance (the name comes from how the state spends the 

money drivers pay).  Insurance surcharges are fines imposed on a driver by the 

MVC for earning six or more points in a three-year period or for particular 

violations.  Surcharges are in addition to the fines or penalties that may have 

been imposed by a court because of the violations.  The surcharges, which are 

imposed annually for three years, are: 

 

Reason Amt. Per Year  Total surcharges  
Points in 3 year period 

(see also Section A ) 

$150 for 6 points 

$25 for each additional point 

$450+  (depends on number  

of points) 

Driving under the Influence 

(see also Section A) 

$1000 each for first 2 violations 

$1500 for 3rd in 3 year period 

$3000 each for 1st & 2nd  

$4500 for 3rd  

Driving without a license $100 each for each violation 

$1500 for 3rd in 3 year period 

$300 

$4500 for 3rd  

Driving on a suspended  

license (judicial or admin.)  

(see also Section A) 

$250 for each violation $750 

Failure to maintain liability 

insurance (judicial or admin.) 

(see also Section B) 

$250 for each violation 

($100 for motorocycles) 

$750 

($300) 

  

Failure to make even one of the insurance surcharge payments will lead 

to suspension.  A warning notice is sent to the driverôs last known address, and 

the driver has thirty days from the date of notification to pay before a suspension 

is imposed.  At that time, the entire remaining surcharge amount becomes due.  

For example, if a driver with surcharges for driving under suspension fails to pay 

the first $250 installment, the license will be suspended and the entire $750 will 

become due immediately. 

 Failure to pay also means the MVC can (and, in most cases, will) seek a 

ñcertificate of debtò from the Superior Court for the full amount, plus court costs 

of 20% of the sum owed.  Interest on that total sum ï the ñjudgment amountò ï 

then begins to accrue. 

 

 Who Suspends?  Suspensions are imposed by the MVC. 

 

 Mandatory or Discretionary?   Mandatory, except that the MVC 

may permit payment on an installment basis.  As long as the driver is making the 

installment payments, the license will not be suspended.  MVC can also restore 

driving privileges after a suspension has occurred, based on an agreement to pay 

outstanding debt on an installment basis, or upon partial payment according to 

the installment plan.  The MVC has interpreted the law to require these 

installment agreements to be limited to twelve months at most, and will offer 

only six months at first if the amount is under $1,000.  However, if there is a 

judgment for a large amount of money, the MVC can offer a longer payout 

period; you just have to ask.  Failure to make an installment payment will lead to 

another suspension. MVC also has discretion to waive the interest that accrues on 

surcharges during any period of incarceration. Contact MVC Surcharges 

((609)292-7500) for more information. 

 

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 17:29A-35 

See also N.J.A.C. 

§ 13:19 subchapters 

12 & 13. 

 



-14- 
 

 How long does the suspension last?   In theory, the suspension 

lasts until the surcharges are paid, but the MVC will usually agree to permit an 

installment agreement (see above).  With an installment plan, driving privileges 

can be restored once some portion of the debt has been paid.  Officially, the 

regulations permit restoration after twenty percent has been paid. In practice the 

MVC often restores after ten percent or less is paid. 

 

 Where do I go to get information about the suspension?   

The MVC is the authority here.  You can call the special phone number for 

insurance surcharges and suspensions, which is (609) 292-7500.  However, the 

responsibility for collecting unpaid insurance surcharges that have been sent to 

the court for a judgment will eventually be transferred to a collection agency.  If 

a driver has received communication from a collection agency or a law firm 

representing the agency, contact should be made with them directly.  It should be 

able to provide information and negotiate any payment agreement. 

 

 What is the procedure for lifting the suspension?   As 

explained above, the driver with insurance surcharges is going to have to pay 

what is owed, either in one sum or through an installment agreement worked out 

with the MVC or its collection agency.  Payment to the MVC of the total amount 

owed, once you have called to find out what that is, can be done in person, by 

mail, or with a credit card over the Internet.  If payment is through a collection 

agency, a representative of that agency should be able to tell you where to send 

the money.  If a driver has requested an installment agreement, which can be 

done by phone or by mail, he or she should receive in the mail a notice detailing 

the terms of that agreement.  It is thus very important to be sure that MVC (or 

collection agency, if any) has the driverôs correct address, especially if prior 

notices were not received. 

 

 Other things I need to know?    

 ** WARNING!   A person suspended for failure to pay insurance 

surcharges who is caught driving while under suspension is subject to an 

additional judgment of $3,000. 

 ** WARNING!   Be sure to negotiate a payment plan that is within the 

driverôs means.  Falling behind on a payment plan can result in new fees, 

additional interest and even re-suspension of the driverôs license.  Itôs better to 

push for a more generous plan than to run the risk of higher costs and new 

suspensions down the road. 

 ** REMEMBER : Once all of the insurance surcharges, or the percentage 

of the charges necessary to lift the suspension, have been paid, the driver will still 

need to pay the reinstatement fee in order to be able to drive legally.   

 

TIP FOR ADVOCATES : Negotiating an installment agreement is an 

illustration of that old saying, ñIf you donôt ask for it, you wonôt get it.ò The 

same goes for negotiating the point in the repayment process when your client 

will get the license back. Start by asking for more than you think you can get 

(including getting some of the tickets dismissed). Chances are youôll get what 

you ask for or something close to it, because itôs in everyoneôs interest to get the 

surcharge paid (however slowly). 

 

Failure to Pay 

Insurance Surcharges, 

conôd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 2A:17-56.41 

and following sections  

 

 

N.J.S.A. § 2A:17-56.43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Appendix 

B  for help calculating 

how much you can 

reasonably pay. 



-15- 
 

 D.  FAILURE TO PAY CHILD  SUPPORT 
 

Description :  The courts and the Probation Division ï the state entity 

that oversees compliance with child support orders ï can suspend a driverôs 

license in the event that the driver (a) falls six monthsô or more behind in child 

support payments, (b) fails to provide health insurance coverage for the child for 

six months if such coverage has been ordered by the court, or (c) refuses to 

submit himself for a paternity test or otherwise comply with court requirements.  

However, if the suspension will result in significant hardship to the driver, to 

legal dependents under eighteen living in the driverôs household, employees, or 

those to whom the driver is providing goods and services, the court can set up a 

twelve-month payment arrangement, as long as twenty five percent of the arrears 

are paid up-front (see below).  The driver can then avoid suspension.  

 

Who suspends?   The suspension takes place by court order, except 

that suspension is automatic if the court issues a warrant for the driverôs arrest 

due to failure to pay child support as ordered.  

 

Mandatory or discretionary?   Suspension under this law is 

mandatory, but a court may only order the suspension if it is satisfied that the 

notice that was sent to the driver was adequate, i.e., that it was delivered to the 

driverôs last-known home or business address, and there is no reason, such as 

involuntary unemployment or disability, for non-compliance, and that Probation 

has exhausted all other means of collection. The MVC will then put the 

suspension into effect by mailing a notice to the driver that the suspension will 

begin twenty days after the notice is mailed.  The court will not suspend if the 

driver has entered into a payment plan to pay arrears (see below) and is in 

compliance, or if there is a pending motion to modify the support order. 

 

How long does the suspension last?   The suspension lasts until the 

child support arrears are paid in full, health insurance coverage is provided as 

ordered, or the driver complies with the subpoena for paternity information.  

However, with respect to arrears, the court in its discretion may lift (or not 

impose in the first place) the suspension if the driver (a) pays twenty-five percent 

of the existing arrears at or within three days after the hearing (see below), (b) 

agrees to a plan for payment of the remaining seventy-five percent within one 

year of the hearing, and (c) the driver continues to comply with all child support 

obligations.  In other words, during the year following the hearing the driver will 

have to both keep up with his current monthly payments and pay a portion of his 

arrears each month under the payment plan.  The driver can apply for an 

extension, for good cause, but if he simply does not pay, suspension will be 

automatic.  

 

Where do I go to get information about the suspension?   
For any suspension ordered by the Family Division, contact the court directly.  If 

the automatic suspension has occurred because the court has issued a warrant for 

the driverôs arrest, you still need to contact the court; the court may have 

conditions that must be met before it will recall (withdraw) the warrant.  You can 

also contact the Probation Division for the county where the order was issued. 
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What is the procedure for lifting the suspension?   If the 

driver has received a notice of pending suspension from the Probation Division 

but the date set for the suspension to begin is still in the future, he or she can 

write to the Probation Division and request a hearing.  This must happen within 

thirty days of the postmark date on the notice.  This will buy the driver some time 

to pull together the money required to avoid suspension; the hearing will be 

scheduled within forty-five days of the request.  If that money is paid any time 

before or during the hearing, the process stops and the suspension wonôt be put 

into effect.  

The suspension can only be lifted by court order. The easiest way to 

achieve this is to make the payment owed.  If the driver cannot do so, s/he can 

still request a hearing to modify his child support order and argue there that a 

license suspension will cause significant hardship to himself, to his legal 

dependants, or to his employees.  Because this is a legal proceeding in the Family 

Division that may affect his financial obligations, visitation rights, and other 

matters, the driver should consult an attorney.  At this hearing, the court may lift 

the suspension if a new payment plan is developed by which the driver both pays 

his arrears and continues to comply with all child support obligations.  Be 

advised, however, that making a motion to modify child support requires a 

showing of changed circumstances.  If you cannot show this, you may not 

succeed.   

 

Other things I need to know?   
**  WARNING!   If the court has issued a warrant  for the driverôs arrest, 

merely appearing in court could result in Sheriffôs officers arresting the driver.  

Contact the court by telephone to determine how to get the warrant recalled (or a 

guarantee the driver wonôt be arrested when he appears) before attending any 

hearing or even stopping by to make a payment. 

** Remember that whether instituted either after the Probation Division 

notice is received or after the MVC notice, the hearing process forestalls the 

suspension for a period of up to six weeks or so.  A person receiving a notice that 

the suspension is about to go into effect should, before the effective date of the 

suspension, follow the steps outlined above. 

** Once a notice of suspension is received, a driver cannot avoid the 

suspension by filing a motion to modify the child support order.  A motion to 

modify a child support order that was filed before the suspension notice is 

received stops the suspension process until the motion has been dealt with, but a 

motion to modify a child support order filed after the suspension notice has no 

effect on the suspension process.  The driver must follow-through with the 

suspension process as outlined above, and can attempt to modify the child 

support order later on. 

 

  

Failure to Pay Child 

Support, conôd. 
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E.  FAILURE TO APPEAR IN  MUNICIPAL COURT  

 

 Description :  The municipal courts of the State of New Jersey have the 

power to suspend a driverôs license as punishment for the driverôs failure to 

appear in court to defend against a traffic summons or a local ordinance violation 

(also known as a Special Complaint or ñSCò Summons) or for failure to appear in 

any other municipal court proceeding.  The suspension in these scenarios are 

discretionary, but often automatic in practice.  When the court records a driverôs 

failure to appear in the statewide computer system, the MVC issues a scheduled 

suspension giving the driver 60 days to satisfy the summons. 

 

 Who suspends?   The suspension is ordered by the municipal court in 

the municipality where the summons was issued. 

 

 Mandatory or discretionary?   Suspension for failure to appear is 

discretionary.  Although it is used very frequently, a new law requires the judge 

and the MVC to consider ñthe area in which the [driver] resides and whether or 

not the person has access to off-street parking.ò 

 

 How long does the suspension last?   In general, the suspension 

will last until the driver appears in court to answer the summons.  However, the 

newly-amended law seems to indicate that a suspended driver could argue for the 

MVC to reinstate the license on hardship grounds (based on his ñareaò of 

residence) even before appearing in court to answer the underlying charge.  Thus, 

the driver should ask the court to lift the suspension when he or she appears in 

court. (The court must do so unless the underlying charge carries a mandatory 

license suspension -- e.g., if the driver failed to appear to answer a DWI 

summons.) 

 

 Where do I go to get information about the suspension?   
The MVC can provide information on the suspension, and the municipal court 

should be able to explain the underlying summons and what the driver needs to 

do to resolve it. 

 

 What is the procedure for li fting the suspension?   The driver 

will have to appear in court to answer the summons in order to request that the 

suspension be lifted, even if he or she believes the summons was wrongly issued 

or if he or she did not receive notice.  Depending on the charge, the driver can 

either put forth a defense or plead guilty and request leniency.  If a guilty plea 

carries a fine which the driver canôt pay, or needs to pay in installments, the 

judge will have the discretion to continue the suspension until the full amount, or 

some portion of it, is paid.  (For more on this, see the Section F below on 

ñFailure to Pay a Court-Ordered Penalty.ò)    

 

 Other things I need to know?    
** WARNING!   The court may also have issued a bench warrant 

ordering the driverôs arrest, in addition to the suspension.  In fact, when a 

defendant fails to appear in municipal court, the court usually issues a warrant.  

The warrant entitles the county sheriff (or any law enforcement officer) to arrest 

N.J.S.A. § 2B:12-31 
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for tips on re-opening a 

court case. 
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relevant information from 

MVC and Appendix E for 

phone numbers. 

Come to court 

prepared to make your best 
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See Appendix H for a 

sample support letter.  
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the individual wherever he or she is found.  A dollar value -- or ñbondò -- is 

associated with the bench warrant, often $500 or $1000.  Unless the warrant is 

recalled (withdrawn by the judge), you must ñpost bondò by giving that amount 

of money to the court, just to appear and be heard on the charge.  If a person for 

whom a warrant has issued appears in court without posting bond, the sheriff 

may arrest him or her.  Obviously, it is very important to find out whether a 

warrant has issued -- and be prepared to pay it if it is not recalled -- before 

scheduling a court appearance. 

 ** It is possible to get the court administrator to recall a warrant so that 

the person can appear without posting bond.  The legal grounds for such a recall 

often involve the individualôs not having had notice of the court appearance 

missed.  For example, maybe the summons or ñnotice to appearò was sent to an 

old address and was never received; or the notice and hearing took place while 

the individual was incarcerated, in the hospital or in a drug treatment program.  

Situations like these constitute legal grounds on which you are entitled to recall 

of the warrant.  Even without these clear legal grounds you can often convince 

the court administrator to exercise her discretion and recall the warrant if you can 

provide compelling reasons behind the missed appearance.  However, if the 

driver has in the past exhibited a pattern of failing to appear, to pay fines, or to 

comply with court-ordered installment plans, the chances of getting the warrant 

recalled will be substantially reduced. 

 

F.  FAILURE TO PAY A COU RT- ORDERED PENALTY 
 

Description :  When a county or municipal court has ordered a New 

Jersey driver to pay any sort of penalty -- typically, a fine for a traffic violation, 

but also including court costs and fees, and other judgments -- the court can 

suspend the driverôs license for failing to pay, if there was no good reason for the 

driverôs failure.  Likewise, if the court has established a payment plan to allow a 

defendant to pay a large fine in installments, a late or missing payment -- 

particularly if not explained -- can also lead to suspension. 

In addition, the New Jersey Superior Court can suspend the license of an 

individual convicted of a crime if he or she has failed to pay any fines or 

restitution ï or any installments in a payment agreement ï that the court has 

ordered.  This includes, for example, the ñdrug enforcement and demand 

reductionò or ñDEDRò penalties that are imposed on individuals convicted of 

various drug-related crimes in New Jersey. 

 

Who suspends?   The suspension is ordered by the court where the 

money is owed ï the municipal court of a particular municipality or the Superior 

Court. 

 

Mandatory or discretionary?   Suspension for failure to pay is 

discretionary, but very common.  As with suspensions for failure to appear, there 

is a new law that seems to compel the court to consider the hardship that would 

result from suspension based upon where the driver lives. 

 

How long does the suspension last?   The suspension will usually 

last until the fine or installment payment is paid. However, a recent amendment 

to N.J.S.A. 39:4-139.10(9)(b) requires the court to consider whether, in light of 

Failure to Appear, 

conôd. 
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where the driver lives, suspension could result in hardship. A driver without 

access to public transit, for example, can and should argue for the suspension 

order to be lifted even before s/he pays the underlying fine or fee. 

 

Where do I go to get information about the suspension?   
The administrator at the municipal court where the suspension was issued should 

be able to provide information about municipal court suspensions, and the 

Criminal Division Manager for the county where the criminal fine was issued  

can provide information about failure to pay in Superior Court.  Individuals on 

probation or parole can also check with their assigned officers.  

 

What is the procedure for lifting the suspension?   Resolving 

the problem is not complicated, but it can be burdensome:  when the driver pays 

what is owed, the suspension will be lifted.  In many cases, this type of dispute 

with the court can be resolved by telephone with the court clerkôs office.  The 

court may, however, insist on the driverôs appearing to explain the failure to pay.  

In the case of an installment plan, the court may in its discretion permit a new 

installment plan but also may require the driver to pay the entire penalty before it 

will lift the suspension.  In municipal court, a driver should be able to work out a 

payment plan, but should be prepared to provide an explanation both for the 

missed payments and for how the new agreement will be kept.  REMEMBER: 

The driver will still need to pay the restoration fee to the MVC to drive legally, 

as described in Step Three. 

 

Other things I need to know?    WARNING!    As described in the 

previous section, a warrant  for the driverôs arrest may have issued because of 

the failure to pay.  Paying the fine gets rid of both the warrant and the 

suspension.  If you need to request a payment plan instead of paying the whole 

fine at once, you will need to try to get the warrant recalled before appearing.  

See the discussion in Section E, above, for details on how to do this.  Again, 

those on probation or parole should check with their officers. 

 

TIP FOR ADVOCATES :  The amount of the bond associated with the warrant 

in this case will be the balance owed on the fine. When youôre dealing with a 

warrant, the dollar value of the warrant is a clue to whether there are open 

charges from failure to appear -- as discussed in the Section E -- or merely an 

unpaid fine. Failure to appear leads to a bench warrant with a ñround numberò 

dollar amount like $500 or $2000, but an amount like $117.00 usually indicates 

that the warrant is for failure to pay a specific fine already imposed by the court. 

 

 

G.  FAILURE TO PAY PARKI NG TICKETS  
 

Description : State law allows municipalities to use license suspension 

as punishment for failure to pay the parking fines imposed by the municipality, or 

even just for failing to show up at a parking offense-related hearing.  The law 

requires that people who are indigent or receiving public benefits (e.g., TANF, 

SSI, GA) must be permitted to pay fines on an installment basis, but licenses can 
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still be suspended for failure to pay any installment.  Because this becomes a 

municipal court matter, much of Section F - ñFailure to Pay a Court-ordered 

Penaltyò- applies here.  You should read that section as well. 

 

Who suspends?   The municipal court for the municipality where the 

parking ticket was issued orders the suspension.  The MVC also theoretically has 

the power under the law to suspend for failure to pay a parking ticket, but it 

generally will not do so unless there is a court order. 

 

Mandatory or discretionary?   This suspension is discretionary, but 

it is almost automatic in most places. 

 

How long does the suspension last?   The suspension usually lasts 

until the parking ticket is paid or an installment agreement is agreed between the 

court and the driver.  The municipal judge has discretion to lift the suspension if 

partial payment is made. 

 

Where do I go to get information about t he suspension?  
The MVC will be able to tell you where a suspension for failure to pay a parking 

ticket was imposed, and that information will also be on the abstract.   The 

administrator at the municipal court where the suspension was issued should be 

able to provide information about outstanding fines and how to get into court.   
 

What is the procedure for lifting the suspension?   As 

described above under Section F ñFailure to Pay a Court-Ordered Penalty,ò when 

the fine (plus interest and costs, if any) is paid, the suspension will be lifted.  

Follow municipal court procedures described above. 

 

Other things I need to know?   See Section F above, under 

ñFailure to Pay a Court-Ordered Penalty.ò 

 

 

H.   CRIMINAL AND JUVENIL E JUSTICE CODE 

SUSPENSIONS  
 

Description :  New Jerseyôs Code of Criminal Justice and the Code of 

Juvenile Justice permit or require judges to suspend licenses on conviction for 

certain crimes, in addition to other punishments like incarceration or probation.  

Almost all of these are suspensions for a set period of time. 

The most common criminal code suspensions result from violations of 

the Comprehensive Drug Reform Act.  Adults convicted and juveniles 

adjudicated delinquent for crimes related to possession or sale of controlled 

dangerous substances (CDS) will receive a suspension of six to twenty-four 

months, depending on the severity of the crime. 

In addition, some statutes related to crimes involving or committed using 

cars, such as auto theft and using a motor vehicle to elude law enforcement or 

promote prostitution, specify license suspension for a period of time as a penalty.  

A sentencing court also has the power, generally, to add a suspension for two 

years or more to a sentence for any crime or disorderly persons offense if a motor 

Failure to Pay Parking Tickets, 

conôd. 
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vehicle was used to commit the offense.  A similar provision applies to juveniles.  

In addition, juvenilesô licenses can also be suspended for graffiti and circulating a 

ñfalse public alarmò (such as by calling school and instigating a bomb scare). 

Juveniles not yet old enough to drive can have their eligibility to drive postponed 

by the length of suspension. 

 

Who suspends?   The suspension will be ordered by the judge in a 

criminal or delinquency proceeding.  This is done in the Superior Court. 

 

Mandatory or discret ionary?   This will depend on the particular 

offense.  As noted above, for drug-related and certain other kinds of offenses, the 

suspension is mandatory.  For others, such as when a motor vehicle was used in 

the commission of an offense, suspension will be at the discretion of the judge. 

 

How long does the suspension last?   The suspension will last for 

the period of time specified by the judge.   

 

Where do I go to get information about the suspension?   
Generally, for information about a criminal proceeding, you should go to the 

Criminal Division Manager for the county in which the sentencing took place. 

(Except for juvenile delinquencies, which are handled by the Family Division.)  

Those on parole or probation should ask their assigned officers.   

 

What is th e procedure for lifting the suspension?   Unless it is 

discretionary (in which case, see Appendix G), the suspension cannot be lifted 

until the period of time specified by the judge at sentencing has expired.  You 

will need to know the exact date when the suspension started, which you can find 

out from the court (see above) but should also be part of the MVC records: on the 

abstract, look at the ñEvent Dateò column.  The suspensions usually run from the 

date of sentencing (a/k/a ñdispositionò), whether this occurs after a trial or a 

guilty plea.  If the individual is also sentenced to jail or prison the suspension will 

not begin until the day the driver is released.  Once the suspension period has 

expired, provided that there are no other grounds for suspension, the license can 

be reinstated or renewed by following the procedures in Step Three.  No further 

court contact should be required. 

 

Other things I need to know?   In addition to license suspension 

for offenses committed using a motor vehicle, the vehicleôs registration may have 

also been suspended.  Check with the MVC to find out.   

 

 

TIP FOR ADVOCATES :  Individuals returning from prison or jail may have a 

host of needs in addition to license suspension help ï like dealing with housing, 

employment, and family issues.  To access resources in these areas, visit the 

Second Chance Campaign of New Jersey at www.secondchancenj.org, the 

Institute for Social Justice at www.njisj.org, or talk to your probation or parole 

officer about local resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Appendix G 

for tips on re-opening a 

court case. 
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Step Three: Restoring the License  

 
 Once all of a driverôs suspensions have been addressed as discussed in 

the previous sections, the driver is entitled to request that the MVC restore 

driving privileges.  Be aware that it may take up to a week or more for a court or 

agency, having resolved the driverôs dispute, to notify the MVC that a suspension 

order has been lifted.  Wait a few days after resolution of the last dispute, then 

call the MVC license suspension office and confirm that each suspension has 

been lifted.  Always make sure to keep copies of all receipts of payment, orders 

regarding license suspension, summonses, etc.  In the event that a court fails to 

communicate with the MVC or a dispute otherwise arises as to the status of fines 

and obligations, these documents and receipts are proof of payment.   

 Once the MVC staff has confirmed that a driver is entitled to get the 

license back, he or she may go to any MVC Regional Service Center or visit the 

MVCôs web site (www.state.nj.us/mvc) and pay the necessary fees.  The fee for 

restoration of a driverôs license is currently $100.00.  In addition, if the driverôs 

automobile registration has been suspended (usually because insurance 

cancellation was the reason for suspension), restoring the registration requires an 

additional $100.00 fee.  These fees are paid directly to the MVC when you go to 

get your license. You can also pay this fee online at the MVCôs website or mail a 

check or money order to the MVC. If the driverôs license expired during the 

period of suspension, and more than three years have passed since the expiration, 

the MVC will require the driver to take the written and/or road test again.  

If a driver no longer has a copy of the license, even if it has not expired, 

a new one, with a new photo, will have to be issued. The fee for a new photo 

license is $5.00.  Note: If the driver needs a new license, he or she will have to 

meet MVCôs ñ6 point ID verificationò requirements.  Visit the MVCôs web site 

for details on what types of identification the driver should bring. 

 

 

TIP FOR ADVOCATES :  Remind your client that failure to keep up with any 

outstanding obligations - such as monthly insurance surcharge installment 

payments, monthly child support payments, or other obligations set by the court -

may result in the license being promptly suspended again.  A new suspension, 

however brief, will require the client to pay these restoration fees again. 

  

 

 

 

Keeping 

copies of receipts and 

all documents relating 

to the driverôs license 

and registration, a 

particular suspension, 

and all related 

correspondence is very 

important, and will 

make handling any 

problems that come up 

much easier. 
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DOõS AND DONõTS FOR ADVOCATES 

 

 

DO make sure you have identified all the suspensions to which the driver is subject.  Many 

drivers have multiple suspensions. 

 

DO ask as many questions as it takes to understand the facts of each suspension.  It's better to 

keep someone on the phone an extra few minutes than to have to call back. 

 

DO be up-front about what you're trying to do.  Most of the people you'll encounter on the phone, 

at the MVC, and in New Jersey's municipal courts are willing to help and are sympathetic to the 

difficulty of getting a suspended license restored. 

 

DO follow up and make sure the driver is keeping up with the payment schedule ordered by the 

court or agreed to by the MVC.  Falling behind in payments can lead to new suspensions, 

additional fines, and other penalties. 

 

DO encourage the driver to seek financial assistance to pay fines.  Some job training and social 

welfare programs have funds to help participants get out from under the burdens of debts and 

license suspensions. 

 

DO assist your clients by being a voice for them.  Municipal courts and the MVC are generally 

friendly to the idea of people like you ñassistingò or ñspeaking forò people who need help getting 

their licenses back.  Don't be shy about helping in this way, but always make sure people know 

you are not an attorney. 

 

DON'T  take out your frustration on court clerks or MVC staff.  Their help is invaluable and you 

need them to be your allies.   

 

DON'T  do everything for your clients in this process. Handling the process themselves can help 

drivers gain confidence, understand the law, and develop skills and habits that will be helpful in 

other areas. 

 

DON'T  pretend that you are the driver's lawyer if you're not an attorney.  This manual 

sometimes refers to the suspended driver as ñyour client.ò  This term is used merely as a 

convenience for the reader.  If you are not an attorney who is a member of New Jerseyôs bar, you 

cannot render legal advice or ñrepresentò someone other than yourself in court.  Doing so would 

constitute the unauthorized practice of law and could subject you to civil and criminal penalties.   



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix A  

Instructions f or Gathering Necessary Information  
 

The following guide will help you gather all the information necessary to restore your 

license. Be sure to follow the instructions carefully and give yourself enough time to obtain all 

the information. 



 
 



 
 

Restoring Your L icense ð Instructions & Worksheets for calling MVC to get 

Driverõs Abstract & Municipal Court to gather necessary information 

 
Instructions ï Calling Motor Vehicles 

 

1) Before you call MVC: 

 

¶ Go over what you think you know about your license issues. 

 

¶ Write down any dates of incarceration. (This will help when dates come up that coincide with 

dates of incarceration. This may indicate a case of identity theft.) 

 

¶ Give yourself enough time to be on hold. If you are calling from your cell phone with limited 

minutes, you may want to find a land line to make the call because MVC tends to put you on hold 

for 15 minutes average. 

 

2) Have your MVC ID ready. If you donôt have one, but have a ticket or summons, skip down to calling 
the courts. 

 

3) MVC Suspension office number (609) 292-7500 

 

4) Suggested script:  ñI believe my license is suspended Iôd like to learn how to restore it.ò 

 

5) If they come up with a few tickets, tell them that you have a pen and paper handy. Write down the 

following for each, using separate worksheets per ticket (attached) : 

 

TICKET NO.             

TYPE OF VIOLATION       

DATE                

MUNICIPALITY  

PHONE NUMBER OF COURT 

 

6) Warrants:  

 

¶ If MVC tells you have a warrant on a ticket you will have to call the municipal court to deal with 

them directly to learn how to recall it. 

 

7) BEFORE YOU HANG UP, ask about SURCHARGES.  

 

Suggested script: ñDo I have any state surcharges that I need to pay before I can get my license 

restored?ò 

 

¶ If you have a surcharge on any of your tickets, they will transfer you to the surcharge department 

or give you a number for a collection agency. Get that information and call after you deal with the 

municipal courts. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Instructions (contôd) ï Calling the Courts 

 

8) Once you get all the above information from MVC, begin calling each of the municipal courts where 

you have issues. 

 

9) Suggested script for courts: ñI just called Motor Vehicles and learned that I have an outstanding 

issue with your court that I must resolve before I can restore my license.ò  
 

Use attached worksheet to keep track of : 

¶ what you owe 

¶ if you need a court date 

¶ if there is a warrant, how do you recall a warrant? 

¶ what form of payment do they accept? 

¶ can you get on a payment plan (probably done in court or through a letter) 

¶ if the issue was taken care of and you just need a receipt ask them how to get a copy 

- can they send by mail, do you have to pick it up? Can they fax it? 

 

10) Collect your receipts and bring 6 pts of ID and a $100 restoration fee to a regional center. 

 

 



 
 

Ticket/offense # (circle one):  1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10    11    12    

 

Information from MVC  
 

MUNICIPALITY_____________________________________ 

 

TICKET NO.  ________________________________________           

 

TYPE OF VIOLATION ________________________________      

 

DATE  _______________________________________________              

 

PHONE NUMBER OF COURT___________________________ 

 

Do not hang up.  

¶ Repeat these questions on a copy of this worksheet for every ticket/offense that MVC tells 

you that you have to deal with to restore your license.   

¶ Then ask about whether you have any surcharges: ñI believe my license is suspended Iôd like to 

learn how to restore it.ò If so, go to Surcharges Information from MVC Worksheet 

¶ After calling MVC call each municipal court: 

 

 

Information from Municip al Court:  
 

Name of clerk __________________________________________________________ 

If they do not tell you their name at the beginning, you can say now or at the end of the call, ñThank you 

for your assistance. Who am I speaking with?ò) 

 

Do I need to set a court date to address this outstanding matter? 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is there is a warrant? If so, how do I recall the warrant? 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How much is the fine?___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Can I get on a payment plan?_____________________________________________ 

 

 

What form of payment does the Court accept?_______________________________ 

 

(If the issue was taken care of and you just need a receipt ask them how to get a copy - Can they 

send by mail, do you have to pick it up? Can they fax it?) 

 

End call. 



 
 

  



 
 

Surcharges Information from MVC  

 
What are the surcharges for?_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

When did they begin?___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

If I was incarcerated for part of that time, can I request a deduction on the interest? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What percentage do I need to pay to restore my license?  How much money is that? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How much do I have to pay monthly to avoid getting suspended? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Can I appeal for a lower monthly payment that I can sustain for the long term (if I canôt pay the 

amount they said above)?  If so, how? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Other notes:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Your plan: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Follow up:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 



 
 

Appendix B  

Suspension Works heet  
 

Once you have gathered all of the required information using the previous worksheet use this 

suspension worksheet to keep the information organized throughout the process, and to 

determine how much you can pay in a payment plan.  

 

 

Remember: Your help and support as an advocate can be invaluable to a person trying 

to restore his or her driverôs license.  Be sure to read the ñDoôs and Donôts for 

Advocatesò section of the manual on page 23 for guidance on what you can and cannot 

do. 

 

Remember: Payments must be made on time and in agreed-upon amounts or the 

license will be suspended again.  Make sure any payment plan you work out is realistic.  

See page 14 of the manual for tips on negotiating a payment plan/installment 

agreement. 



 
 



 
 

Suspension Worksheet  
 

Basic Information about the Driver: 

Name: Date of Birth:  

Driverôs License Number:  

Current Address:  

Address at time of licensing:  

Other Names:  

 

Step One: Causes of Suspension 

Get an abstract from MVC (form is in Appendix C), or call using instructions in Appendix A. 

# Type of Suspension Who Suspends? Duration and/or Fine Owed 

ex DWI / Failure to pay insurance 

surcharges Municipal court & MVC 6 months $3000 

 

1    

 

 

 

2    

 

 

 

3    

 

 

 

4    

 

 

 

5     

 

License Restoration Fee MVC  

 

$100 

 

Total Fees:   

 

 

 



 
 

Budget Chart  
Use this information to determine how much you can afford to pay up front and in installments to have 

the license restored so you are prepared to ask the court or the MVC for a payment plan 

 
Income 
Salary/Wages (take home)    $_______   per (check one)   ___ week      ___ 2 weeks   ___ month 

  

 How regular is this payment?  Can you count on it? 

 ____ Very regular  (For example, you have one employer, definite salary, set hours) 

 ____  Somewhat regular (For example, you have one employer, but your hours vary week to week) 

 ____  Not regular (For example, you pick up work when you can, and your wages and hours vary) 

 

Other Income:   

 

Source (e.g., TANF, GA,     Amount of Income 

Food Stamps, Soc. Security, etc.) 

 

___________________________    $_______   per (check one)   ___ week      ___ 2 weeks   ___ month 

 

___________________________    $_______   per (check one)   ___ week      ___ 2 weeks   ___ month 

 

___________________________    $_______   per (check one)   ___ week      ___ 2 weeks   ___ month 

 

Do you expect you will continue to receive this income for the next 6 months? ____  Yes  ____  No 

If no, explain:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Total estimated income per month :   $__________ 

 

Expenses 
Housing costs per month: 

 Rent: ( __ Mortgage)   $ _______ Phone:   $ _______ 

 Utilities (heat, hot water, electricity, gas):   $ _______ Other: $ _______ 

            

Other monthly living expenses: 

 Food/household:     $ _______ Clothing:   $ _______ 

 Transportation:    $ _______ Other  $ _______ 

 Child care:    $ _______   (e.g., health expenses, school fees): 

            

Other bills and obligations: 

 Child support/alimony:            Monthly $ ________ Total arrears    $ ______ 

 Outstanding loans            Monthly $ ________ Balance owed  $ ______ 

 Other court fines and penalties:    Monthly $ ________ Balance owed  $ ______ 

 Outstanding debts                         Monthly $ ________ Balance owed  $ ______  

   (e.g., unpaid utility or medical bills, credit card debt, defaulted loans)    

 Insurance surcharges:                   Monthly $ ________ Balance owed  $ ______   

         

  Total monthly expenses: $ ________   Total remaining sum owed: $ _______  

               

              Monthly income $_____ ð  Monthly expenses $______ = $_______ Monthly payment 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

Appendix C  

Abstract Request Form  

 

Attached is the MVCôs abstract request form.  You can photo copy this document and use 

it to request an abstract, but you must photo copy it as a two-sided document. You can also go to 

the MVC website to fill out the abstract request form. The fee for this service is $10.00.  The 

form can be found at the web address below. 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/mvc/Licenses/driver_history_page.htm. 

 

 



 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


