Clear Water Townsville: YES!
Townsville Port Expansion: NO!

TOWNSVILLE PORT’S 2013 EXPANSION PLAN HORRIFIED LOCALS
- THE 2016 PLAN IS WORSE!
It involves increasing ...

... capital (new) dredging
from 9.9 to 11.4 million
cubic metres

... the dredging
footprint, by
38 hectares

... the width of the
access channels from
92 to between 120 and
180 metres

... the duration of
capital dredging
from 4 to
10+ YEARS

Most of the dredging would take place close to the harbour and adjacent
mainland beaches.

BUT THAT’S NOT ALL!
Maintenance dredging would increase from an already huge 400,000
cubic metres to 450,000+ cubic metres, every year, forever. And all of
this would be dumped in the GBR World Heritage Area, about 6 km from
Magnetic Island’s prized eastern beaches.
Dredging and spoil-dumping has a catastrophic impact on the
biodiversity hotspot that is Cleveland Bay, on water clarity and on
Townsville’s lifestyle and tourism-based economy.
Dr Russell Reichelt, Chair and CEO of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, told a 2014 Senate Inquiry
into the management of the Great Barrier Reef:
“On the issue of disposal of dredge spoil, the available science does list it as a significant risk in a local
setting. It does change the regions up to perhaps 10 kilometres away from the port. That is visible if you
wander out and look at the Townsville port and have it explained to you where the mangroves and mud
banks came from on southern and western Magnetic Island, for instance, or the expansive mud flats at
Cairns. There is no question that they have a significant local effect.”
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MAKE YOUR STAND TODAY!
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THERE’S ALSO GRIM NEWS FOR FISHERS
The Port tells us we could well see loss of fisheries habitat, displacement of economic species, reduced fisheries
production, toxic spills and introduction of marine pests. (Additional Environmental Impact Statement, Table 8.4).

AND THE REALLY CRAZY THING? THE EXPANSION IS NOT NECESSARY!
Over the last 18 years the Port has failed to meet Australia’s definition of ‘a full port’ 50% of the time. It has met
its own standards for ‘optimum berth occupancy’ only 20% of the time.1
Fewer ships used the port in 2015/16 than in 2009/10; 25% less than forecast by the Port. 2 As yet, no business case
for the project has been presented. Growth for its own sake is pointless. And damaging development in a
fragile area of a world heritage icon is totally irresponsible. The Great Barrier Reef on our doorstep accounts
for 69,000 jobs – and will do so forever if we protect our Reef.3 No one wants to close the port – but it’s time to
say ‘enough is enough’.

With only 20% optimum berth occupancy ...

... why do they need to expand?

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Support the NQCC/MINCA Clear Water Townsville campaign. Contact your representatives and tell them that:
1. Y
 ou oppose the proposed unnecessary and damaging expansion of the Port of Townsville and that you
support Clear Water Townsville.
2. You don’t want Townsville Strand looking like Cairns Esplanade!
3. Their job is to protect our wonderful coastal lifestyle, our tourism industry and the Great Barrier Reef
4. You won’t accept damage to our corals, seagrasss, fish stocks, turtles, dolphins and dugongs
5. Y
 ou will not accept this desecration of our local environment and damage to our children’s and
grandchildren’s future.
CONTACT
Federal Minister for Energy and the Environment
Federal Minister for Infrastructure and Transport
Queensland Premier
Minster for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports
Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef
Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland
Federal Member for Herbert
State Member for Townsville

clearwatertownsville.org.au

Josh Frydenberg
P: (02) 6277 7920
Darren Chester
P: (02) 6277 7680
Annastasia Palaszczuk P: (07) 3719 7000
Mark Bailey
P: (07) 3719 7300
Steven Miles
P: (07) 3719 7330
Coralie O’Rourke
P: (07) 3719 7170
Cathy O’Toole
P: (07) 4725 2066
Scott Stewart
P: (07) 4766 4100

Clear Water Townsville

E: thepremier@premiers.qld.gov.au
E: mainroads@ministerial.qld.gov.au
E: environment@ministerial.qld.gov.au
E: northqueensland@ministerial.qld.gov.au
E: Cathy.O’Toole.MP@aph.gov.au
E: Townsville@parliament.qld.gov.au

#clearwatertownsville

1. AEIS, Fig. 21.1. 2. EIS, A.3.1.1.1 and Annual Reports of 2019/10 and 2015/16 of the Port of Townsville. 3. Deloitte Access Economics,
‘Economic Contribution of the Great Barrier Reef’, 2013 commissioned by the Australia Government.

Clear Water Townsville: YES!
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