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PRESIDENT'S
REPORT
One of the greatest pleasures I have is working with so
many passionate and motivated people, who care
about our natural environment. Surrounded and
supported by so many such people, I feel
that our organisation has really been able to
make a difference, and I know we will continue
to do so.
In particular, I have been absolutely honoured and
humbled to work alongside our Coordinator, Maree
Dibella. Maree has chosen to incorporate loving
kindness in all her interactions with people and I have
noticed her embracive style is so positively received by our
members and supporters, as well as the people we seek to
influence. I have learnt so much from her and am very sorry that
she is leaving us. I have no doubt that Maree will continue to find
ways to bring people together to be part of the change our world
desperately needs. I thank her for her contribution to NQCC.

- Gail Hamilton

COORDINATOR'S
REPORT
A measure of our success in coming years is
increasing our outreach and engagement with the
community. In the face of a changing climate and
an uncertain future that threatens the places we
love and our way of life, it's vital to work together
as a community in our campaigns. Our volunteers
and donors are key to our work continuing and I
want to thank everyone involved in building up the
North Queensland Conservation Council
community. To remain stable, we must continue to
support our organsation and support each other.

- Maree Dibella
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OUR PEOPLE

OUR
STAFF

MAREE DIBELLA
COORDINATOR

TYLER PEIRCE
COMMUNITY CAMPAIGNER 2017

JACOB MILLER
COMMUNITY CAMPAIGNER 2016
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OUR
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
AS AT 30 JUNE 2017

Gail Hamilton
President

Peter Hanley
Vice President

Amy Lamb
Secretary

Malcolm Tattersall
General Member

Vern Veitch
General Member

David Kault
General Member

A special thanks to:

Heather Laurie
General Member
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Orlanda Endicott - Treasurer 2016
Jenny Sebba - Treasurer 2017 (resigned April)
Carls Rocco - Secretary (resigned February)
George Hirst - General Member (resigned April)
Christy Vena - General Member (resigned April)

OUR PEOPLE

INTERNSHIP
REPORT
North Queensland Conservation Council hosted an intern
in November-December 2016. Elly Hanrahan is studying a
Bachelor of Advanced Environmental Science and Global
Challenges (Honours) and approached us seeking
experience within a local, grassroots environmental not-forprofit organisation. During Elly's internship, she developed
her campaigning skills by assisting with and promoting our
large community rally when Mr Adani announced
Townsville as the headquarters location, completing a
research project addressing water security and renewable
energy proposing a floating solar farm on Ross Dam, and
became familiar with the processes and software we use
for our external communications and our website.

My internship was an
incredible opportunity
and experience.
The skills I have learnt,
the professional
networks and the
friends I have made
have been invaluable in
my work and studies

OUR
VOLUNTEERS
The team of supporters who donate their time to North Queensland Conservation
Council are too numerous to list here. We thank each and every one of our volunteers
who provide assistance at our events, engage with our community about the issues we
are working on, write guest posts for our website and contribute otherwise. Our work
wouldn't be as effective without your contribution.
A special thank you to our gardener Sophie Thompson, our webmaster Malcolm
Tattersall, our web project team members Justin Lee and Shannon Hu, and our
researchers Ishani Sahama and Jayden Engert.

OUR PEOPLE
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OUR
PARTNERSHIPS
We have supported these groups and
organisations with our resources:
- Food Rescue Initiative Townsville
- Wildlife Preservation Society of
Queensland - Townsville branch
- Boomerang Bags Townsville
- Citizens Against Mining Ben Lomond
- Cassowary Keystone Conservation
- SEED Indigenous Youth Climate Network
- Australian Marine Conservation Society
- Australian Conservation Foundation
North Queensland Conservation Council has
had representatives on the following
committees, boards or stakeholder groups
during 2016-2017:
- Queensland Environment Minister’s Roundtable
(November 2016 and April 2017)
- Environmental Defender’s Office of North
Queensland
- Industry, Community and Environment working
group for the North Queensland Regional Plan
- Local Marine Advisory Committee Townsville
- Stop Adani Alliance
- NQ Dry Tropics Community Day
- Conservation Volunteers Australia ONE REEF
- Port of Townsville Stakeholder Working Group
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We have been supported by or
collaborated with these organisations
on our projects:
- Queensland Conservation Council
- Mackay Conservation Group
- Cairns and Far North Environment
Centre
- Whitsundays Residents Against
Dumping
- Environmental Defenders Office Qld
- GetUp!
- Australian Conservation Foundation
- Australian Marine Conservation Society
- 350.org Australia
- Sunrise Project

OUR PEOPLE

OUR ADVOCACY
Sometimes doing our work means a loud and vibrant public demonstration to get our
message across. And sometimes it means participating in formal processes to stand up
and speak out for the protection of our national places.

ENVIRONMENT MINISTER'S ROUNDTABLE

In November 2016 and April 2017, North Queensland Conservation Council Coordinator
Maree Dibella was in Brisbane for the Environment Roundtable meetings hosted by Dr
Stephen Miles, Minister for the Environment and Minister for the Great Barrier Reef. Before the
roundtable, the Queensland network of conservation councils met with other state and national
groups to develop campaigns and share skills. The final two days were packed with meetings
with the Minister and senior staff from the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection.
In November we took two briefs to the Minister – the compliance failures within EHP on slow
action to react to toxic pollution at Ben Lomond uranium mine, and our concerns about the
Townsville Port expansion plans which contravene the Reef 2050 plan and endanger our local
marine environment with massive dredging.
In April we used our platform to support the campaign led by Cassowary Keystone
Conservation about better regulating roaming domestic dogs that threaten the Southern
Cassowary in the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area.

SUBMISSIONS & CONSULTATIONS

North Queensland Conservation Council frequently contributes to public consultations by
various levels of government. Here are some of the plans, policies and legislation we made
a formal submission about this year:
Draft Self-Assessable Code for
Managing Thickened Vegetation
Advancing Climate Change Action in
Queensland Discussion Paper
Inquiry into Budget Savings (Omnibus)
Bill 2016 (defunding Australian
Renewable Energy Agency)
Australia’s Commonwealth Marine
Reserves Review

Environmental Protection (Underground
Water Management) Amendment Bill 2016
Queensland Renewable Energy Expert
Panel Draft Report
Townsville Port Expansion Project AEIS
Wet Tropics Management Plan Review
Financial Assurance and Better Mine
Rehabilitation for Queensland

OUR WORK
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#STOP ADANI

DECEMBER 2016

We held a community rally
attended by 300 people when
Townsville was announced as
Adani's HQ. A vibrant gathering
of our diverse community at The
Strand demonstrated that there is
strong community opposition to
the proposed Adani coal mine.
Hours before Queensland
Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk
and Gautam Adani held their
press conference, we heard from
Birri traditional owner Ken Dodd,
marine biologist Jen Cooper, ex
coal-mine Steve Bulloch and
former Townsville deputy mayor
Vern Veitch address the rally
about why we oppose Adani.
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OUR WORK

MARCH 2017

The #StopAdani Alliance was launched in March, with North Queensland
Conservation Council being one of the 13 founding organisations. The
formation of this alliance represented a milestone in building Australia's largest
movement, with 1.5 million people coming together to stop the dangerous Adani
coal mine.
The #StopAdani Roadshow returned to Townsville on 27 April
after the original event was cancelled due to Cyclone Debbie.
The roadshow kicked off with one of the first special cinema
screenings in Australia of the recently released documentary
‘Guarding the Galilee’, telling the Adani story through regional voices.

APRIL 2017

Local speakers who care about our communities and the climate included Whitsunday tourism
operator Dr. Lindsay Simpson who was part of a delegation of concerned Australians who had
travelled to India. Nicole Hutton from SEED and Maree Dibella from NQCC spoke about the
clear, direct and meaningful pathways that communities can take in the #Stop Adani campaign.
MAY 2017

Amid developments of a royalties
deal struck between Adani and the
Queensland Government, and with
a $1 billion loan on the table via the
Northern Australia Infrastructure
Facility, our Reef was dealt a
massive blow. After back-to-back
bleaching events 49% of the Great
Barrier Reef had died. We gathered
for a sombre reflection and to urge
for swift and smart climate action.
Precisely six months
JUNE 2017
after the headquarters
announcement, the
Adani office was officially opened alongside an
investment decision. We were there with a
small group protesting that the project was
giving itself it's own green light and that Adani
still didn't have community support or financial
backing.

OUR WORK
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QUEENSLAND
WOMEN'S WEEK
EVENT

With Queensland Conservation Council,
we delivered 2 days of workshops, colearning and storytelling for Queensland
Women's Week in April. Thirty women
from between Cairns and Mackay
attended in what we hope will be an
annual event. In a culture where we are
often focused on limitations,
‘Empowering NQ Women for the
Environment’ on Magnetic Island was an
event that celebrated the incredible
capacity of generations of NQ women
standing up boldly for the environment.

EMPOWERING NQ WOMEN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
There was an overall focus on resilience, sharing, care and support as key components to
facilitating spaces where women can be empowered and bold in using their voices for
nature. North Queensland is in the thick of politics around climate change and it is
important that the women there have time to come together as they did during this event to
share stories and skills, seek support and share challenges. We would like to thank the
Queensland Government and the YWCA for the funding that enabled this event to happen.
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OUR WORK

OUTREACH
& EDUCATION
PORT EXPANSION FORUM

We held a well-attended
community forum on Magnetic
Island on 26 Oct, sharing
concerns about the impact of
dredging on the marine
environment. Residents and
tourism business operators
discussed the updated Port of
Townsville expansion project
plans and we assisted our
supportersto make a formal
submission in the public
consultation process.

Coinciding with the our organisation's
HELL'S GATE DAM FORUM
Annual General Meeting, we hosted a
forum about the Hell’s Gate Dam
feasibility study that was being undertaken by Townsville Enterprise Ltd. The National Water
Infrastructure Development Fund allocated $2.2 million of Federal funding to assess the
feasibility of a dam at Hell’s Gate, which is about 50km inland from Paluma Dam. We were
grateful to have the on-hand expertise of Patricia O’Callaghan (Townsville Enterprise CEO),
David Lynch (principal economist for the study) and Jon Brodie (waterways expert). As a
Water Security Task Force examines all infrastructure solutions to better secure Townsville's
water supply, this proposal seems to be outdone by other options.

STOP ADANI STRATEGY MEETING

As the local Stop Adani campaign gathers momentum, we hosted a strategy planning meeting
for our members and supporters to create a shared vision and plan for our local contribution to
the nation Stop Adani movement. We assessed upcoming opportunities and shared what
skills volunteers can contribute. This meeting was at our office on 24 May.

OUR WORK

10

OUR
GOVERNANCE
The North Queensland Conservation Council Incorporated is a not-for-profit
incorporated association under the Associations Incorporation Act 1981 (Queensland)
operating in Queensland, Australia.
The organisation is a registered charity with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission. NQCC fulfils its governance obligations through reports and returns as
required to the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit Commission, the Office of Fair
Trading, and the Register of Environment Organisations through the Australian Tax
Office.
The principal activities of NQCC are to protect the North Queensland environment
through advocacy and education. The organisation is governed by a Management
Committee in line with the requirements of NQCC’s constitution. The Management
Committee is appointed by members at the Annual General Meeting. Management
Committee Members are volunteers who serve for a minimum one-year term and do not
receive remuneration for their role.
The Management Committee governs the organisation and retains ultimate authority
over its management, delegating the day-to-day management to the Coordinator.
Performance is monitored by the Management Committee through regular monthly
reporting.
NQCC maintains a public gift fund - the NQCC Environment Fund - which is a taxdeductible gift recipient registered by the Australian Taxation Office and subject to the
regulatory oversight of the Commonwealth Register of Environmental Organisations and
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission. David Kault, Lindy Collins, Mary
Vance and Wendy Tubman oversee the NQCC Environment Fund.
All donations received are used to support NQCC’s charitable
objectives.
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OUR RESOURCES

OUR
FINANCES
At the time of writing this report, our financial statement
for Financial Year 16/17 had not been audited. These
are the audited and signed figures from our financial
statement for Financial Year 15/16. The audited
financial statement for Financial Year 16/17 is a
separate attachment to this report.

INCOME
$ 77,420
EXPENSES
$ 80,449
NET ASSETS
$ 156,554

2016/2017 SNAPSHOT
Membership income:

Donations income:

$2,700
No. of total members:

$18,505
No. of online donors:

152
OUR RESOURCES
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FUNDRAISING
ART AUCTION
In March 2017 we hosted our
biennial small art auction at
Umbrella Studio of Contemporary
Arts.
Thanks to Umbrella for hosting our
exhibition and auction, to the 50+
generous artists who donated their
work, and to all of the event
volunteers on the night.
Thanks to Marion Gaemers, Kerry
McIlroy, Sue Cole and Bernadette
Boscacci for their hard work
behind the scenes. Over $5000
was raised.

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE DINNER
In August 2016 a fundraising dinner was held to celebrate our community of past
committee members, donors, volunteers and staff. Additionally, former NQCC Coordinator
Susan Brown was visiting Townsville after spending the past 11 years in Geneva working
for WWF. Thanks to Food Rescue Initiative for donating the food and to all who attended.
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