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Congratulations David Ewings Jay Suvaal
on a fantastic result in the
writes...
We’ve reached the end of an
New England By-Election!!!
extremely busy year for Country
In what was always going to be a tough fight, David
Ewings did the party proud and achieved a great result in
New England.

Labor.

There were by-elections in
Cootamundra (Charlie Sheahan),
Murray (Michael Kidd) and New
England (David Ewings) and I’d like to
thank our fantastic candidates and all
our amazing volunteers who helped on
these campaigns.
There were local government elections
which saw a whole lot of new Country
Labor councillors elected across the
state.
We had State Conference and
supported some really important
policies to take towards the next State
and Federal elections. We also had
members attend the National Country
Labor Forum in Townsville.
I’d like to thank everyone for their
assistance and support this year and
wish everybody a Merry Christmas
and a safe and prosperous New Year.

Labor ran a very positive campaign
that saw a large number of Shadow
Ministers visit the electorate to outline
their plan for the region.
Labor achieved an increase in it’s
primary vote and finished second for
the first time in many years. This will
allow our party to grow in the region

as the true alternative to the National
Party.
Thank you to all our amazing
volunteers who worked so hard
during the campaign, whether it
was doorknocking, letterboxing,
phonebanking or handing out at
prepoll or on election day.

As always if there is anything I can
assist you with please contact me
at jay@nswlabor.
org.au or on
1800 503 035.

Jay Suvaal
NSW COUNTRY
ORGANISER

Country NSW Backs
Marriage Equality

Marriage equality is almost a reality, finally. After an agonising wait, filled with turmoil,
anxiety and conflict, the Australian public have voted and almost 2 in 3 people support
marriage equality.
the Central West Pride March was
moved this year to coincide with the
results of the postal survey – because
either way, the community needed to
feel supported. Being involved in this
event since its inception, I have not felt
such an overwhelming sense of joy
and pride; pride in my community and
pride in Australia, then I did that whole
week.
The campaign is over; however,
the conversation is not. Inclusion
under the law will go a long way in
challenging some pre-conceived ideas
around sexuality and gender, but as a
Nation, changes still need to be made.
I look forward to walking alongside
the community and advocating for the
required changes.

Nicholas Steepe
Orana Branch Member
Tears were shed, proposals occurred,
and a massive sigh of relief happened,
and November 15th 2017 will go down
as a very important day in history.
What I think is more impressive is that
all NSW regional electorates received
a majority – something a lot of people
would not have thought possible. I
certainly did not, ever since moving to
Dubbo aged 10.

the right to be and love who they want,
regardless of their postcode. For so
long, those of diverse sexualities and/
or gender identities have sought refuge
within metropolitan areas. However, the
results across regional Australia sends
a strong, positive message that they no
longer need to.
In NSW every single regional electorate
voted Yes.

Diversity does not have a postcode,
nor does acceptance and everyone has

For three years, Dubbo has hosted the
Central West Pride March. Typically
held in October (Mental Health Month)

*All views expressed are my own,
and do not reflect any business or
organisation.

John Barilaro Roars Like A Lion
And Acts Like A Lamb
Labor Leader Luke Foley said the latest attention-seeking outburst from
Deputy Premier John Barilaro is an attempt to distract attention from his
complete failure to stand up for regional NSW.
“John Barilaro wants us all to
think that he is the tough guy
strutting his stuff in the corridors
of Macquarie Street standing up
for the bush but he’s a rubber
stamp for the Liberals’ schemes
that hurt regional communities.”
– Luke Foley
It’s just the latest in a long line
of NSW Coalition government
policies that are hurting regional
communities that he backed as
a member of the cabinet but has
publicly attacked.
He backed the decision to
splash $2.5 billion on knocking
down and rebuilding two Sydney
stadiums;
He signed up to the
government’s privatisation of

power stations like Wallerawang
and Liddell, which has put
energy security at risk and sent
power bills soaring;
He has meekly accepted the
fact that only 14 per cent of the
proceeds of the sale of the poles
and wires has gone to regional
NSW projects – far below the
promised 30 per cent;

As a senior member of Mike
Baird’s government, supported the
proposed ban on greyhounds.
Despite proclaiming his intention
to stand up to the Liberals, he has
demonstrated a complete lack of
backbone.

He allowed the Liberals to dud
regional NSW on the roll-out of
the container deposit scheme
with people unable to get a
refund on their bottles;

To hide it all he has grandstanded
on a number of issues: within the
space of a week he has called
for a new taxpayer-funded coalfired power station, branded the
container deposit scheme a disaster
and now called for Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull to step down.

He signed up to the deeply
unpopular forced council
amalgamations policy;

Yet no one is listening – least of all
the Premier – and, most important,
nothing changes.

Regional Small Businesses Abandoned By NSW
Government With Container Deposit Scheme In Crisis
Shadow Minister for Small Business, Jenny Aitchison MP and the Shadow
Minister for the Hunter, Kate Washington MP recently met with bottle shop
owner Glen Ayton from Little Bottler at Tenambit in Maitland to discuss the
impact of the NSW Government’s botched roll out of the Container Deposit
Scheme regional small businesses across the state.
“This scheme will force
independent retailers and
beverage manufacturers out of
business if the NSW Government
doesn’t intervene. Small business
owners like Glen deserve better
than this from the Government.”
– Jenny Aitchison
Minister Upton promised there
would be 800 reverse vending
machines across more than 500
collection points for the scheme, but
this week’s figures show there are
just 45 reverse vending machines

across 249 collection points, with
no timetable for the remainder. Only
a quarter of collection points in the
state have been located in regional
areas outside Sydney.
While a carton of beer has
increased by $4 a carton due to the
introduction of the scheme, most
people will not have convenient
access to a location to get their 10c
refund for each bottle or can, while
the price increase on drinks puts
extra pressure on bottle-shops,
retailers and their staff.

On the New England Campaign Trail

Do you have a story or a photo for Country Labor Dialogue?
Email your story and photos to jay@nswlabor.org.au

