
March 16, 2014

Elected Senators
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator:

I am writing to all Members of Congress to express my extreme displeasure
in Wisconsin Senator Ron Johnson’s treatment of Dr. James Hansen at last
week’s Senate Foreign Relations Hearing.   I forced myself to watch the
entire exchange, not once, but painfully twice.  It was clear from Senator
Johnson’s performance that he was not looking to learn from one of Amer-
ica’s top climate scientists.

Every question the Senator asked was intended to tie Dr. Hansen to President
Obama or Democratic positions.  Once the accusatory question was asked,
Senator Johnson rudely interrupted Dr. Hansen’s attempt to answer.  At one
point he said, “this is my question and answer session”; in effect saying shut-
up.

I know Dr. Hansen, and he’ll one day be recognized by the entire nation as an
American hero.  He was the first modern-day scientist to explain climate
change, and he suffered greatly for taking a stand.

I’ve read his book – Storms of My Grandchildren: The Truth About the
Coming Climate Catastrophe and Our Last Chance to Save Humanity – as
well as most of his peer-reviewed scientific reports, and I’ve heard him speak
on numerous occasions. 

Dr. Hansen is a kind, gentle, caring human being. He knows the science of
climate change, and he is in agreement with more-than 90 percent of the
world’s scientific community.  Senator Johnson, however,  never asked about
science. Senator Johnson attacked repeatedly and closed with his  unscientific
politicized statement; “the science of climate change is not settled.”

I have not slept well since watching this interchange.  

I will turn 76 in June, and Senator Johnson brought back memories of the
McCarthy hearings of the 50’s.  Those were some of the darkest days in our
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history, when safeguards promised by the Constitution were trampled, just as they are being
trampled today.

I  spent 22 years of my life in the military, including Vietnam, served as a project coordina-
tor on the Safeguard/Sprint ABM system at Kwajalein, and ran the White House NAPO
electronic bulletin board system remotely from my living room in the 90s.  Today I am a
student, majoring in climate and environmental science. 

Because of Dr. Hansen’s work, the National Academy of Sciences undertook its first major
study of global warming in 1979.  They looked for flaws in Dr. Hansen’s work and found
none.  The panel concluded that “If carbon dioxide continues to increase, climate changes
will result.”  They went on to state there is “no reason to believe that these changes will be
negligible.”

In 2000, the C.I.A. reported in its “Global Trends 2015” that we would be facing environ-
ment issues in the future. In 2003, the American Geophysical Union, one of the nation’s
largest and most respected scientific organizations, declared “Natural influences cannot
explain the rapid increase in global near-surface temperatures . . . , and if current trends
continue, by the end of the century it will likely be hotter than at any point in the last two
million years.”

Today the Pentagon says “climate change is the greatest risk to national security we face.”
Institutions like the World Bank say we’re on the road to a 4-degree warmer world and
catastrophe.

Rather than vent my anger over Senator Johnson’s behavior, let me close with this – “There
is little merit in casting blame for inaction, unless it helps point toward a solution.  It seems
to me that special interests have been a roadblock wielding undue influence over
policymakers.  The special interests seek to maintain short-term profits with little regard to
either the long-term impact on the planet that will be inherited by our children and grand-
children or the long-term economic well-being of our country.” – James Hansen, 2004.

It would seem that each of you have some serious decisions to make.  I pray that you will
consider the long-term effects of these decisions, for it will be our children and grandchil-
dren who will suffer if you continue to ignore the long-term effects of climate change.

Sincerely,

Joanna M. Clark
Joanna M. Clark
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