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International, College of Arts
and Letters Council, Literacy
Volunteer San Diego City
Library: University Heights

Why is OTI important to
you? 
 In the study of politics you
quickly recognize that

Dear Friend,

Great news! On August 6th, the first contingent of OTI student leaders
returned from a hugely successful fifth Olive Tree Initiative trip to
Washington DC, Israel, and the West Bank. 22 students, administrators,
and OTI leaders from UC Berkeley, Stanford, UC Santa Cruz, and San
Diego State University went on a challenging, rigorous, and transformative
three week educational experience in the region.  

Peres Center for Peace - Tel Aviv

The OTIers had a packed schedule, crossing borders through DC,
Bethlehem, Hebron, Bil'in, Qalqilya, Ariel, Haifa, Jenin, Nablus, Nazareth,
the Golan Heights, Tel Aviv, Ramallah, and East and West Jerusalem.
During their extensive travels, students had the opportunity to speak with
and question over 80 speakers and some of the top political leaders
involved in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Whether in DC meeting with head
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stereotypes and talking
points are passed off as
truths and realities. Often
these inaccuracies are used
to propagate misinformation
and to provide cues for the
public. All political systems
require more than the use of
cues and assumptions. In
fact, political systems
necessitate critical thinking
and deliberation. OTI has
provided an outlet for both
friendly discussion and fierce
debate at SDSU. Within the
first weeks of founding OTI, I
immediately became
consumed by the energy of
my peers and the discussions
that took place in our weekly
education sessions.
 
OTI is important to me
because it can facilitate
student discussion in order
break the cycle of turning to
the cues and assumptions for
accurate depictions of what is
happening around the world.
Through my involvement in
OTI I have gained an
invaluable learning
experience in student
diplomacy and conflict
analysis. All of the OTI
students I met on our trip had
a lesson to offer and a
different way of viewing the
conflict, but even among our
varied alliances, we were
able to find common ground,
and I would even venture to
say common solutions.
 
OTI has become one of my
passions as well as an
organization in which I take
great pride. Within our first
year we have been
successful in sending four
students and a faculty

State Department officials, at the Knesset with Prime Minister Netanyahu
spokesman Mark Regev and Member of the Israeli Knesset (Parliament)
Einat Wilf, or at the PLO Headquarters with executive Hanan Ashrawi and
Fatah Exec. Deputy Commissioner Husam Zomlut, perspectives were
broadened and understandings gained nuance.
 

       Meeting with Hanan Ashrawi at the PLO Headquarter - Ramallah
   

"If I hadn't traveled to the region with OTI, I would never have met such
high-profile speakers as Mark Regev, Yossi Beilin and Hanan Ashrawi. This
trip took me deep into the details of this conflict, and took my understanding

of its complexity to a whole new level."
Alice P. (University of California, Berkeley) 

 
The pursuit of multi-perspective balance was a challenging but eye-opening
experience, as a single day could bring the group on both sides of the
divided holy sites and city of Hebron, to a settlement and a refugee camp,
or on two tours of the separation barrier - one given by its architect and one
by a human rights group. Despite the daunting nature of the long days, 7
am wake-ups, intellectual back-and-forths, and constant travel, the vivacity
and curiosity of the group never wavered, as each day presented new and
exciting questions, ideas, and adventures.
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member to the region with
our fundraising and outreach
efforts. This year we hope to
expand on our campus,
promote inter-university
networking, and provide the
foundation for OTI to
continue its mission at SDSU
for years to come.

Quick Links
Voice of America
Feature
 
Jerusalem Post Feature

Visit Our Facebook
Page

Donate Now!

Tour of the Separation Barrier with Lead Architect, Danny Tirza --
Jerusalem 

However, the experience was not only physically and mentally taxing, but
emotionally as well. Students were faced with the real lives and real
suffering of Israelis and Palestinians on the ground. They heard from a
mother whose son was killed during a protest in Jenin, and the next day
from a father whose 17 year old daughter died in a bus suicide bombing in
Haifa - both of whom lost their children during the Second Intifada. They
were invited into the homes of families for dinner (for some to break
Ramadan fast) in Bethlehem, and then to Shabbat dinner in Jerusalem.
They met with students their own age in the West Bank and in Israel who
had never met their peers on the other side of the border. And from people
throughout the region, they heard about the daily fear they live in, the
frustration with the status quo, and, most importantly, the hope for peace.
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Dabka dancing with Bethlehem University students

  
"OTI brings together students interested in learning more about the conflict

with those who live day to day within the borders of the conflict zone. You
quickly realize that although life is different here, people still smile, cry, and

laugh with you. I think programs like OTI are integral to introducing students
to the complexities of conflict resolution, territorial disputes, nation-building,

and most importantly the importance of democratic representation in the
Middle East. I would recommend

OTI to any student who truly values an education that is multi-faceted,
analytical, and provides an opportunity for first-hand experience."  

Lori C. (San Diego State University)
  
  
And indeed, there was hope to be seen. In the efforts of Palestinian Conflict
Resolution Centers, the inter-communal sports programs of the Peres
Center for Peace, NATAL and their work to rehabilitate trauma victims, the
countless groups striving towards a just solution to the conflict, the leaders
and politicians willing to stake their futures on peace, and the love and
humanity of the people with whom they met. And more than anything, those
of us at OTI see hope for peace in the students themselves. These bright,
passionate, caring, and open young people showed fortitude in the face of
extreme intellectual and emotional challenges, sincere compassion for
those around them, wisdom far beyond their years, and lasting friendship
bridging difference, ethnicity, religion, and politics. There is no doubt that
they will go on to do amazing things in this world, taking this experience
with The Olive Tree Initiative forward in their lives. This past July and
August, these students began a journey that may lead them to change the
future of this conflict.
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Golan Heights, border with Syria

 And for all this, we thank you for your generous and steadfast support of
the Olive Tree Initiative. Please continue to follow our progress as the
second group of OTI students from UCLA and UC Irvine are set to depart
on the second trip of the summer in September. So stay tuned, there are
sure to be more exciting stories and pictures coming your way in the next
few weeks! Again, thank you and we welcome your interest and
involvement as more students ready themselves for the experience of a
lifetime.
 
Until next time, 
The Olive Tree Initiative
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OTI in Hebron

   

August 2012
OTI Updates: Interfaith Iftar Meal with the
Islamic Society of Orange County at Garden
Grove Mosque - August 8th
For the second year, the Islamic Society of Orange County (ISOC),
the American Muslim Women's Empowerment Council (AMWEC) and
the Council of Pakistan American Affairs (COPAA) invite the Olive Tree
Initiative students and board in Irvine to an Interfaith Iftar during the
time of Ramadan, this time at the Mosque in Garden Grove.

Coordinated by OTI UCI Board member Anila Ali, the OTI Students
and Faculty Member were given a tour of the mosque and an
introduction to the Iftar traditions as well as a historic overview of the
interfaith work. Local and regional speakers gave words of greetings
as well as OTI students Umer Waris, Claudia Chefs and OTI Executive
Director Daniel Wehrenfennig.

We very much thank the hosts of the Interfaith Iftar for their hospitality
and the wonderful time we had together.
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Upcoming Events  - Get tickets TODAY! 
  
 

"A Night of Magic"
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Olive Tree Initiative's Bon Voyage Gala 
with David Kwong (Magician) and the OTI Students

 
Sunday, August 26th, 6-9pm at the Center Club, Costa Mesa

  
Come and enjoy a wonderful evening of magic and community
with one of Hollywood's most talented magicians and magic
consultants, David Kwong, and the Olive Tree Initiative students.
The OTI students will be just a week away from leaving on their
Experiential Learning trip to the Middle East - come help
celebrate and share in their excitement and anticipation!      
 
Ticket price: $150 per person (includes a three-course dinner),
$1,500 per table. Event sponsorship opportunities available
 
For RSVP, please contact Rosemarie Swatez
email: rswatez@uci.edu, phone: 949-824-2511 
 

  

 

SUPPORT
 
Donate Online by visiting UCI's donation portal and chose the School of Social
Sciences as "area" and the Olive Tree Initiative as "designation" in the gift
information field.

We are happy to come to your church, synagogue, mosque, federation, school,
organization or community center and share about our work in the Middle East
and the Caucasus. Please write to info@olivetreeinitiative.org for more
information.
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