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Dear Friend,

We hope you are enjoying a beautiful and relaxing summer thus far. As
we turn the corner into July, the Olive Tree Initiative is already in the
midst of one of the busiest and most exciting times of the year, as we
prepare our student ambassadors for an amazing educational and
diplomatic mission to Washington D.C., Israel, the West Bank, and
Jordan.  
 
This summer  in particular marks an exciting new milestone for the Olive
Tree Initiative! Because of our rapid expansion and growing outreach
throughout the university system, for the first time ever OTI will be
leading two trips for over 60 passionate student leaders, faculty, and
administrators.  New chapters at UC Berkeley, Stanford, and San Diego
State University, along with the already established UC Santa Cruz, will
be departing on July 18th for their first foray into the OTI experiential
learning program.  In addition, students from UC Irvine and UCLA will be
leaving on their own trip in September with a staggering 33 students,
one of the largest OTI delegations to date. During the rigorous three
week program, these interfaith groups of students will meet with top
political and religious leaders, negotiators, think tanks, NGOs, and
civilians in the region to better understand the wide range of
perspectives on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The two contingents will
be in for an amazing, once-in-a-lifetime experience as they broaden their
horizons and engage in critical learning first-hand. 
 
At this time, we would like to extend a huge thank you  for your
continued support of OTI, which has made these trips possible. Without
your generosity and your belief in our organization's educational
mission, we would not have the opportunity to send these brilliant young
leaders on this summer's programs. So thank you, and please continue
to follow our progress as OTI journeys to the Middle East.
 
Until next time, 
The Olive Tree Initiative
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League Committee, OTI Intern
Why is OTI important to
you? 
Upon coming to Berkeley, I
knew that I wanted to pursue
an education and career in
Middle Eastern diplomacy,
and quickly honed my
academic focus to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. However,
all the groups I attended
approached the conflict with a
particular narrative,
sometimes wholly
disregarding the perspectives
and aspirations of people with
whom they might disagree.
This was a saddening and
isolating realization, as many
of my close friends were
divided along political lines
and simultaneously felt
victimized by the vitriolic
campus environment
surrounding the conflict. In
seeking to fill the void I
witnessed at our university, I
joined with an amazing group
of passionate students in
founding the Olive Tree
Initiative at Berkeley. We
sought to bring experiential,
open, and challenging
educational engagement of
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
to Berkeley, without a political
agenda and with the hope of
fostering a climate where
intellectual curiosity and civil
discussion could be
encouraged. While OTI at
Berkeley is still young, I
believe the events we have
hosted, the inspiring
discussions we have led, and
the amazing students we have
worked with are all evidence
that we are moving in the right
direction. At the very least,
this endeavor has been life
changing for me, and I only

May-July 2012
OTI Updates
 OTI Executive Director, Daniel Wehrenfennig, presented the OTI
model at the largest European Foundation Congress (EFC) in
Belfast. Participants were very interested in the OTI educational
philsosophy and would love to see the program expand to Europe in
the future. The same feedback was also received in subsequent
presentations in Berlin and Marburg (Germany) after the
conference. For more information on the EFC conference and the
OTI contribution, please read here.

OTI Campus Chapters

OTI Leadership Conference at UC Santa Cruz
 
UC Irvine:
The OTI Group at UC Irvine successfully finished a busy spring
quarter with its many OTI events like the annual OTI Week and the
OTI Turkey-Armenia Welcome Back event. Since the beginning of
the summer the group is now concentrating on education and
preparation for their Middle East trip in September. Students
participate in the weekly educational sessions (which are streamed
to all other OTI campuses) and are very involved in the 30-week
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expect the transformation will
continue as I travel to D.C.,
Israel, and the West Bank this
summer with the most brilliant
young leaders of my
acquaintance. I believe and I
hope that this is the start of a
lifelong journey towards
improving the lives of those
around me and making a
difference in the world. As my
peers at UCSC so aptly
phrased in their mural, "Peace
Starts Here."

Quick Links
Voice of America Feature
 
Jerusalem Post Feature

Visit Our Facebook Page

Donate Now!

educational program. They furthermore hold movie screenings of
films and documentaries about the Middle East and are planning
fundraising activities like cooking-courses, lemonade sales and the
major OTI Gala on August 26th (see invitation below). The Turkey-
Armenia branch continues to meet and plan visits to the Turkish and
Armenian community in Southern California to continue their
education beyond the inaugural trip to Turkey and Armenia in the
spring. To learn more about upcoming event and activities please
click here.
 

 OTI Turkey-Armenia Welcome Back Event at UC Irvine
  
 
UC Los Angeles
Throughout the month of May, the Olive Tree Initiative at UCLA
planned a series of events aimed at educating the campus
community and offering a forum for civil discourse and debate about
international conflict resolution. These events attracted students of
various backgrounds, as well as non-student community members.
For many of the attendees, discussing controversial, deeply
personal matters of identity and conflict in a secure, respectful
setting was a totally new experience. The multi-week program
comprised of a Middle East comedy show hosted by the Sultans of
Satire, the screening of the newly released documentary My
So-Called Enemy, a fruitful dinner and conversation through the
Fruits of Discourse Turkey-Armenia Discussion, and Parts 1 and 2
of Perspectives on Partition. The last series of events presented an
avid two-part debate about proposals for one-state and two-state
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solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Part One delved into
some of the varied Arab opinions on statehood, featuring world
renowned scholars and regular commentators on CNN and The
Daily Show, Dr. Reza Aslan and Hussein Ibish. Part Two, and the
final event of the Month of Ideas, displayed an array of Jewish
perspectives, hosting noted experts Rabbi Chaim Seidler-Feller,
Professor Areih Saposnik, and David Suissa in an intriguing and
heated panel on possible future solutions. For a first hand glimpse
of the debates, watch the video footage of Part 1 and Part 2of
Perspectives on Partition, and to read more about OTI at UCLA's
exciting Month of Ideas, click here.
  
UC Berkeley:
OTI at Berkeley is excited to be sending its first inaugural team on
OTI 5 to Washington D.C., Israel, and the West Bank! The interfaith
group of 6 Berkeley students is busy fundraising and participating in
intensive educational preparation, readying themselves to head to
the Middle East. The team is made up of President Shannon
Thomas, Internal Vice President Tali Stolzenberg-Myers, Secretary
Tarek Barnes, and members Eric Katz, Alice Pope, and Samuel
Metz. Additionally, Vice Chancellor Harry Le Grande and University
Health Services Psychologist Aaron Cohen will be joining the
students on the trip as faculty and administrative advisors. For the
first time ever, the unprecedented growth of OTI on university
campuses and the inclusion of semester system schools has
necessitated an additional trip, and Berkeley will be joining a
number of other California universities heading to the region from
July 18-August 5 on the first of the summer's two Olive Tree
Initiative programs. To read more about the students and their
upcoming departure, click here.
 
UC Santa Cruz:
Since the last newsletter, OTI at UCSC has been hard at work. In
the last few weeks, the campus hosted the 2012 OTI Leadership
Conference, bringing together over 50 student leaders from across
the UC system and other budding California OTI chapters. The
weekend was a huge success, with students creatively finding
solutions for on-campus and community expansion, discussing the
conflict, and building lasting friendships. Before departing, students
who attended the conference joined the OTI leaders Ben Gevercer
and Sami Abdelhalim's class, "Israel and Palestine: Pathways to a
Deeper Understanding" in painting a mural on the wall of College
Nine and Ten. The mural, with the theme "Building Understanding:
Painting Narratives of the Middle East," features UCSC students
painting in Hebrew, Arabic, and the English phrase "Peace Starts
Here," promoting peace through community art. To read more about
the mural project, click here.
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Peace Mural at UC Santa Cruz 
 
Additionally, UCSC is hoping to send 5 students on the two summer
OTI trips. The bright young leaders are excited to have the
opportunity to travel to the Middle East, and still need your
assistance in raising the necessary funds to attend the trip. If you
are interested in supporting these students, email
ucsc@olivetreeinitiative.org.
 
San Diego State University:
With only one week remaining until the pinnacle trip to the Middle
East, the students of Olive Tree Initiative at San Diego State
University continue to demonstrate their dedication to learning all
perspectives of the conflict. The students have continued to meet
regularly each week throughout the summer to discuss the
preparatory education materials, often under the guidance of the
chapter's advisor, Dr. Jonathan Graubart, who consistently serves
as an invaluable mentor and source of information on the region.
  
Upon their return from the trip, the group hopes to share its
experiences with the hope of educating the local and campus
communities. The students have formulated a number of exciting
plans to catalyze further respectful, and fruitful debate on campus,
ranging from hosting an on-campus panel, creating a documentary,
publishing scholarly research, and planting their own olive tree.
Read more about the students here.
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Upcoming Events 
 

"A Night of Magic"
 

  
 

Olive Tree Initiative's Bon Voyage Gala 
with David Kwong (Magician) and the OTI Students

 
Sunday, August 26th, 6-9pm at the Center Club, Costa Mesa

  
Come and enjoy a wonderful evening of magic and community
with one of Hollywood's most talented magicians and magic
consultants, David Kwong, and the Olive Tree Initiative
students. The OTI students will be just a week away from
leaving on their Experiential Learning trip to the Middle East -
come help celebrate and share in their excitement and
anticipation!      
 
Ticket price: $150 per person (includes a three-course dinner),
$1,500 per table. Event sponsorship opportunities available
 

  

 

SUPPORT
 
Donate Online by visiting UCI's donation portal and chose the School of
Social Sciences as "area" and the Olive Tree Initiative as "designation" in
the gift information field.

We are happy to come to your church, synagogue, mosque, federation,
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school, organization or community center and share about our work in the
Middle East and the Caucasus. Please write to info@olivetreeinitiative.org
for more information.
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