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STUDENT Spotlight

Name: Jacob Goldberg, UCLA 
 Year:  Sophomore
Major: International
Development Studies and
Linguistics  
Activites: Practices Orthodox
Judaism, Editor in Chief of
Ha'Am (the Jewish News
Magazine), Hillel Student
Leader, UCLA Staff for
Academic Affairs Commission
Hobbies: writing, traveling,
music
Why is OTI important to you?:
OTI is important to me because
it creates an opportunity for me
to reach out to those not in my
immediate community and

Dear Friend,

Welcome to a new year with The Olive Tree Initiative!  We are excited to present our first
Monthly Olive of the school year. We are so grateful for your interest and support and are
delighted to share some of our adventures of the last few months with you! 

We want to take this opportunity to thank all of our generous supporters and hardworking
students for everything you've done to help The Olive Tree Initiative blossom in new ways
this past year. OTI continues to gain recognition and accolades from national and
international politicians and was the recipient of many prestigious awards over the course
of the year. OTI has continued to expanded it's strong academic program in conflict
analysis and resolution. This year, 4 UC campuses joined the annual student trip and we
were able to, once again, host a community trip to the region to help recreate the student
experience for key community members and supporters. 

Without your involvement, interest and support we would not be where we are today.
Thank you!

The Olive Tree Initiative

August - October 2011
OTI Student Trip Returns
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discuss things that we may not
always agree on. Its also
provided the most educational
experience I've ever had and
empowered me with the
knowledge I need in order to
discuss the conflict intelligently
and at the logistical level.  It's
given me the background
needed to effectively
communicate and perhaps
allowed me to become a
respected, driving force on
campus.  Ever since I've gotten
back from the trip, everyone
listens to me. OTI allows my
opinion to carry weight.

Quick Links
Voice of America
Feature
 
Jerusalem Post Feature

Donate Now!

ALUMNI Spotlight

Name: Rachelle Plotkin, UCI  
 Graduated: June, 2011
 Major: European Studies

Jenny Lynn Photography

The Olive Tree Initiative delegation returned late September from a
three-week mission to Washington DC, Israel, the West Bank, and Jordan
to diplomatically study the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
 
On their trip, the official delegation of "student diplomats," UC Faculty,
and Administration engaged the top politicians and economic leaders in
governments to understand the conflict in a nuanced and complex
manner, engaging more than 80 speakers over the course of their
mission. To deliver a complete and holistic understanding, students also
met with community leaders, NGO's, and average citizens that are
effected by the conflict each and every day.  Students and faculty were
sent from UCLA, UCSC, UCSB, and UCI campuses on OTI's most
successful trip delegation yet - meeting with even more impressive
figures, adding in Washington DC to examine the United State's role.
 Have a question about what one of our world leaders had to say?  Be
sure to engage the incredible OTI students throughout the year!
 

OTI on Campus
Olive Tree Initiative on Campus 
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French, Minor in Political
Science                      
  Activities: Travelling, Writing
letters, Open-Mic Nights,
Reading all books Isaeli-Arab,
cooking 
Post-Graduation: 
Kings College, London Pursuing
a Masters in Conflict Resolution
in Divided Societies
Why is OTI important to you?:
Upon being involved in the
Olive Tree Initiative, I have
discovered that these separate
avenues of academic interest
lead to one central plaza: the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  The
conflict is the epitome of
challenges and the most
dynamic of global and domestic
issues.   After the OTI3 trip I
became even more perplexed,
fascinated, and obsessed with
the region.  Delving deeper into
the Olive Tree Initiative I felt that
I finally had canalized my
passions and cannot justly
express in words the deep
sentiment of fulfillment I felt
each day contributing to this
program.  Knowing that I was in
no way done learning about this
conflict I decided to pursue an
MA at King's College in Conflict
Resolution.  OTI,  empowered
me to dedicate my life to this
conflict - the people in the
region and all those affected.
 OTI has been more than
something touristic - it was
rather a tour of the tragic
problems and joyous culture in
a place where "the land" is
uniquely special; OTI has
further been more than
something academic - it
shattered ceilings of knowledge,
and unchained university
constraints.   OTI has given me

Dr. Abdul Malik al-Jaber comes to UCI (Oct. 17)
 
Just weeks after returning from the region, The Merage
School of Business and Center for Citizen Peacebuilding
hosted one of OTI's favorite trip speakers at a wonderful
breakfast and evening lecture as part of their series on
"Commerce and Peace".  Dr. Jaber is a well respected
member of the World Economic Forum, and is also the
past CEO of Zain Jordan (Zain is the largest
telecommunications firm in the Middle East). He spoke to
the necesity and power of business in peacemaking and
helped to share his unique perspective that OTI heard
while meeting with him in the region.  We hope the
community enjoyed his visit and incredible knowledge
usually reserved for members of The Olive Tree Initiative
on their visit to the region.   
 
 
Welcome Back Events 2011  This year, five schools are holding
Welcome Back Events for our trip scholars.  The first two events are
featured below. 

UCI (Oct. 25)  
Entering its fifth year at UCI, The Olive Tree Initiative held their 4th annual
Welcome Back Event on Tuesday, October 25th.  This year's welcome back event
embraced an entirely different format from previous years. Instead of students
talking about their experiences, OTI students tried to convey a flavor of our
three-week trip in just an hour to an audience of over 250 people.  Together, the
OTI students prepared for pseudo-debates to represent different perspectives from
the the region, while others conveyed the unique identities the group met with.
Though impossible to even begin to sum up over eighty meetings, OTI at UCI tried
their best to successfully provide some insight and perhaps even educate the
community to what the region had to say. 
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both the inspiration and the
confidence to pursue more than
a career - but a life - towards
greater education on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and the
amelioration of world conflict in
general.

  

  

UCLA (Oct. 26)  
On Wednesday, October 26th, OTI at UCLA held a welcome back event for
community members and students to truly learn and convey the great meaning of
The Olive Tree Initiative for the Los Angeles community.  Five UCLA students sat
on a panel to highlight specific meaningful moments, realizations, and knowledge
they gained from their experience, and also were available to answer questions as
candidly as possible through an intimate question and answer session.    
 

 Olive Tree Initiative in the Community

OTI Bon Voyage Event (Aug. 21)
Hundreds gathered to send the OTI4 trip off with a blast.  Community supporters,
families, OTI alumni, faculty, donors and students came together for a wonderful
lunch, comedy show, and silent auction to send off our scholars, wishing them
good luck on their journey.  Many walked away home winners of fine jewelry, spa
appointments, shopping sprees, and hotel stays while everyone walked away with
a full stomach from New York Deli, owned by the family of one of our fine students.
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 The Olive Tree Initiative thanks everyone for coming out to show your support, and
we hope you enjoyed the comedy show and event! 

 

 
Islamic Center of Irvine Iftar (Aug. 23)
To wish the OTI4 trip delegation bon voyage this past year, the Islamic Center of
Irvine (ICOI) and the Muslim community hosted a special iftar for the Olive Tree
Initiative in efforts to help build bridges and also wish us good luck on our incredible
journey. Community members of all faiths gathered for this interfaith iftar where the
Mayor of Irvine, Sukhee Kang, and former Mayor Beth Krom expressed their great
joy at seeing people of all faiths breaking bread with one another and commended
OTI for the great work our group does.  The OTI 4 trip delegation wants to thank the
ICIO, Zanbeel Art, Adnan and Tina Khan, Mariam Rashid, Nobia Kibriya, Dr. Farhat
Zubair, Azza Attassi, Anila Ali, and Nikki Kardar, Tina Khan, Brother Issa and Sister
Yasmin for opening their arms and providing a wonderful experience for our diverse
group of students. 

 

  
President Obama's Sister Visits OTI at University High School
Event  (Oct. 14)
President Barack Obama's sister, Dr. Maya Soetoro, visited University High School
for the new OTI group to speak about tolerance and coexistence amongst the
diverse cultures of the United States and also gave a wonderful reading of her new
children's book "Ladder to the Moon". Pictured above (from left to right): Author
Anila Ali, Maya Soetoro-Ng, Irvine Mayor Pro Tem Beth Krom and Ayesha Hashmi.
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For more photos, please visit the OC Register's Slideshow.
  

 
OTI Halvallah Ceremony (Oct. 22)
OTI4 members from all campuses returned to UCLA for an intimate gathering and
reunion to discuss their trip with acclaimed Rabbi and UCLA Hillel Director, Rabbi
Chaim Seidler-Feller.  Rabbi Chaim facilitated a lively discussion amongst the
diverse students of OTI and helped the students to process their differences and
experiences on the trip. The night finished with the ceremonial ending of the
Sabbath, or Havdallah in Hebrew. Jewish, Muslim and Christian students are
pictured above singing songs to bring in the new week.  The OTI students thank
Rabbi Chaim for welcoming us into his home and for mediating a discussion
between students who don't always agree with one another. 

 

Upcoming Events 
OTI at UC Berkeley   Presentation- November 14th
After numerous demands from students, faculty and administration, the Olive Tree
Initaitive has finally expanded to Cal.  Interested students, community members,
faculty, and administration will be gathering on Monday, November 14th at 8PM to
hear from students all over the UC system about their experiences and the
possibilities to get involved with the Olive Tree Initiative on their campus.  
 
University Synagogue, Irvine - November 22nd 
OTI is an education source for our local communities. What did the leading
politicians on both sides divulge?  What did they say was their current stance on an
issue?  What is the prevailing thoughts on both sides, and how is reconciliation
possible?  How did students of differing and often opposing positions interpret their
journey together? Students of OTI share their thoughts, knowledge, and
experiences with the University Synagogue members.  
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IF YOUR CHURCH, SYNAGOGUE, MOSQUE, FEDERATION, SCHOOL,
ORGANIZATION, OR COMMUNITY CENTER WOULD LIKE TO HOST A PANEL
OF EXPERT STUDENTS, PLEASE WRITE TO
INFO@OLIVETREEINITIATIVE.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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