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Dear Friend,

In this season of gratitude we are thankful for your friendship and support.
Happy holidays from all of us here with The Olive Tree Initiative! Wishing
you and your loved ones peace, health, and happiness in the coming New
Year.

We hope you enjoy our December newsletter. See you in 2011!

The Olive Tree Initiative

December 2010
Olive Tree Initiative on Campus
Presentation with Marcela Khelif - November 29th
Marcella Khelif, the Associate Director of UCI's Center for International
Education (CIE) visited the last OTI group meeting in 2010 and presented
opportunities for further international studies and leadership training to the
OTI students. She encouraged the students to use their experience with
OTI as a jumping-off point for extended international studies and as an
integrated part of the new Global Leadership Program.
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and most outdoor/
physical activities.
Why is OTI important to
you?: OTI gave me an
opportunity to travel to the
Middle East and view the
core issues behind the
conflict firsthand. Without
going on this trip along
with many other diverse
individuals I would not
have been able to grasp
and accept the validity of
the "multiple truths"
present in the region. It is
an experience that I will
always cherish and never
forget!

Quick Links
Watch the Video
More About Us
How to Donate

Donate Now!

Presentation with David Makovsky & Ghaith al-Omari - December 1st
David Makovsky, Ziegler Distinguished Fellow and Director of the Middle
East Peace Process at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy
and Ghaith al-Omari, Advocacy Director at the American Task Force on
Palestine speak to students at UC Irvine. Both speakers recently visited the
region and spent time with the Israeli and Palestinian leadership and
shared this current knowledge with the participating students and guests
from the community.

Presentation by Yuli Edelstein, Israeli Ministry for Public Affairs and
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the Diaspora - December 6th
About 70 students and community members listened to Yuli Edelstein,
Israel's Minister for Public Affairs and the Diaspora, at his visit to UCI.
Edelstein praised OTI for it's commitment to tough dialogue and stated that
after he got some emails asking him to not come to UCI and speak in the
context of the diverse OTI speaker series, he knew exactly that it was the
exactly the right place to be and to have the critical conversations are
necessary  to move forward in this entrenched conflict. The participating
students and community members did not disappoint and Minister
Edelstein and asked a number of tough question about Israel's politics and
the future of the peace process.

Olive Tree Initiative in the Community
OTI Community Forum - December 2nd
Following our monthly tradition we had a final public forum in December. In
the spirit of one our last official meetings of the year the topic of the
conversation among students and community members was the review the
year 2010 and the progress and regress of the peace process in
Israel/Palestine as well as hopes and predictions for the year 2011. The
evening produced some animated conversations in a multitude of small
groups spread out over the room. We are looking forward to continuing this
great monthly tradition in 2011 and hope that many community members
will continue to join the students in our educational dialogues at UCI. 

OTI Holiday Party - December 5th  
The end of the year holiday party for the Olive Tree Initiative and the Center
for Citizen Peacebuilding has become a wonderful "family tradition." Again,
Hal Smith one of our dear community supporters, opened his beautiful
home in Newport Beach.

Professor Paula Garb (Co-Director of the Center for Citizen Peacebuilding)
and Daniel Wehrenfennig (Director of the Olive Tree Initiative) reviewed the
very successful year for the Center for Citizen Peacebuilding and the Olive
Tree Initiative. Dr. Thomas Parham (UCI interim Vice-Chancellor for
Student Affairs) gave a short speech, Jason Youdeem (OTI UCLA) shared
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about the expansion of OTI, and Larry and Dulcie Kugelman expressed
their support for OTI and CCPB and introduced the end of the year
challenge.

An honoring of Megan Brown, an OTI3 participant and UCI's first Rodes
scholar, and the celebration of Professor Daniel Brunstetter's birthday (OTI
academic advisor) concluded a wonderful evening celebration.

Alumni Spotlight
.

Sally Mouakkad
OTI Class of '08

Watching OTI grow over the last couple of years
has allowed me to realize the true power that
citizens have in creating change in their
communities and how critical it is to take
responsibility as global citizens in our dynamic
world. Growing along side my other OTI One
colleagues through our experiences together
helped me to challenge my place in the world and
to realize what I truly care about.

Never stop challenging yourself to learn as much as you can about those
most different from you, grow through learning about others' perspectives
despite how diverse they are to your own, learn to accept that some people
will never change their perspectives but realize that you've done your part
to try to learn from them while also allowing them the opportunity to learn
from you, and lastly,  recognize the past  but  never stop moving towards
solutions for the peaceful and secure future that you envision.

My work with OTI has inspired me to pursue a Master of International
Affairs at Penn State with a goal of one day working in the realm of U.S.
Foreign Policy, nurturing positive global relationships through peace and
security in the U.S. and the world. OTI has continued to inspire my role as a
global citizen and I'm excited to report that next semester I will begin to
work with other Penn State students to develop a social entrepreneurship
project with the goal of  empowering women in India.  

Alumni Spotlight
.

Isaac Yerushalmi
OTI Class of '08 and '09

The Olive Tree Initiative is remarkable because, to
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my knowledge, it has been the only successful
attempt in developing relationships between
members of the Jewish and Muslim student
communities at UCI. Today, we are seeing more
positive interactions between Jewish and Muslim
students on campus than ever before, and this is
just the start.
 
I must not overlook the fact that, just as many Muslim and Arab students
have misconceptions about Israel, Israelis, and Zionism, many Jewish
students have misconceptions about Palestinians and Arabs living in the
region. OTI provides a unique opportunity to students of all backgrounds to
step outside of their comfort zones, and challenge any preconceived
notions they may have.
 
I personally have found the Olive Tree Initiative to be one of the most
exceptional educational initiatives available to UCI students today. It was
not until my involvement in OTI that I realized the level of complexity
inhibited by the challenges faced by our generation. Exploring these
complexities led me to develop a growing ambition to tackle the challenges
that exist in the region. It was for this reason I chose to pursue my Masters
Degree in Government, Diplomacy, and Conflict Studies at the
Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya and to dedicate my life in service to the
Jewish people and the cause of peace.
 
In my eyes, the Olive Tree Initiative is a Jewish interest, a Muslim interest,
an Israeli interest, and a Palestinian interest. It is an interest of all those
who value education, and all those who seek peace.  

FUNDRAISING CHALLENGE STILL ON
The Olive Tree Initiative is still collecting donations towards our $20,000

December challenge grant! You can still help us reach our goal by mailing a
check made payable to:

UCI Foundation
Attn: Rosemarie Swatez

University of California, Irvine
3151 Social Science Plaza

Irvine, CA 92697-5100

To make a gift by credit card please call
Rosemarie at 949-824-2511

To be able to continue and expand our important work in 2011, we need
your financial support for the next student trips and on campus programs.

News from the Olive Tree Initiative at UCI https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_previe...

5 sur 6 9/14/13 18:52 



Thank you for your support!

Upcoming Events
Nothing planned for the holiday break but there is much to come in 2011!
We will keep you updated with our event and speaker schedule in January.
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