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Olive Tree Initiative Week 2011 
UC Irvine - May 2nd to 5th
 
We are proud to announce the 2nd annual Olive Tree Initiative Educational
Week at UC Irvine! The week is an opportunity for students and community
members to debate and discuss the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Please invite
all of your family and friends who you think would be interested in learning
more about the conflict and our work on the UC Irvine campus. 
 
Olive Tree Initiative will have a table set up on Ring Road from 10am to 3pm
every day of OTI week. If anyone has any questions on the conflict or simply
wants to learn more about our initiative and annual educational trips to the
Middle East.  
 
Events during the week are as follows:  

Monday, May 2nd - Community Forum: The Push for Palestinian
Statehood Through the United National. 6pm, Student Center -
Doheny Beach B 

Tuesday, May 3rd -  Discussion: One State v. Two State Solution. 6pm,
Student Center - Emerald Bay B

Wednesday, May 4th - Speakers Panel: The Role of Religion in the
Conflict. 6:30pm, Social and Behavioral Sciences Gateway - 1517  

Thursday, May 5th - Meet and Greet with OTI Students and Faculty.
Food and drinks provided. 5:30pm, Cross Cultural Center, Dr. White
Room.  
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Year: Sophomore   
Major: International
Studies; Political
Science; Minor in
Conflict Resolution   
Hobbies: Socializing
and traveling.   
Why is OTI important
to you?: One of the
most important and
valuable attributes of the
Olive Tree Initiative is
the education and
knowledge that I
continue to gain. By
aiming to promote
dialogue and discussion
across UCI, not only
have we educated our
campus, but ourselves
as well. OTI is diverse,
comprised with a wide
variety of backgrounds,
religious and non
religious students and
perspectives. Hearing
the different views and
outlooks of our peers,
political activists,
religious authorities and
community leaders is
definitely only one of the
many important qualities

4th Annual Olive Tree Initiative Student  
Leadership Conference - April 9th and 10th 

 
Each spring OTI students from all over the state gather together to learn
more about the program and to discuss our work on campus. This year over
60 students, faculty and community supporters from the OTI groups in UC
Irvine, UC Los Angeles, UC Santa Barbara and UC Santa Cruz attended the
conference in Los Angeles.
 
The conference schedule was packed tight, offering little time for play but
always offering students the opportunity to choose what programs they
wished to attend.  The group as a whole had the special opportunity to hear
updates and opinions about the current state of the Middle East from UCLA
world-renowned professors, Dr. James Gelvin and Dr. Arieh Saposnik, as
well as an inspirational speech on the importance of the Olive Tree Initiative
by UC Irvine Vice-Chancellor Thomas Parham.  
 
In addition to these guest speakers, participants attend an array of breakout
sessions dedicated to addressing specifics about the organization such as:
planning an OTI trip, faculty outreach, and fundraising, just to mention a few.
The conference also allowed for an open forum where conference attendees
discussed how to guide OTI in the future as it begins to grow and expand
across multiple campuses.  
 
Overall, the conference was a great opportunity to network between
campuses and to discuss the future of the Olive Tree Initiative. Please see
some of our photos from the event below.
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that I value about
OTI.

Quick Links
Watch the Video
More About Us
How to Donate

Donate Now!

UCLA Professor James Gelvin speaking to the students
on the conflict.
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UCI Vice Chancellor
Thomas Parham speaking to OTI students during lunch.

Students breaking out into conference workshops.

 

Olive Tree Initiative in the Community 
Long Beach Synagogue Presentation - April 3rd 
On April 3rd three OTI students and OTI Community Board Member
Francine DeFrance gave a presentation at Temple Israel in Long Beach,
CA.  The students and Board Member DeFrance were happy to answer
challenging questions from a well-informed audience.

UCI's Global Connect High School Program - April 12th 
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This OTI outreach event was designed to promote the Global Connect's
program mission, which is to inspire and motivate young students to be
more interested and involved in international affairs. We spoke to 2 groups
of students (~100 people) as a part of their Model United Nations class
where OTI students shared our experiences and feelings on the conflict as
well as a very interesting Q&A dialogue with the students.  

Olive Tree Initiative's 2011 Community Trip
 
The Olive Tree Initiative Community Trip is an opportunity for individuals in
the greater Los Angeles and Orange County communities to travel to the
Middle East and tour the region while meeting with different speakers and
immersing themselves in the many different
narratives and viewpoints that exist with in the
region.  
 
Nina Berman (pictured right) and her husband
Dr. Jim Berman were two community members
who traveled the Olive Tree Initiative's 2nd

Community Trip in April 2011.  Below we've
highlighted some insight into Nina experiences
on the OTI Community Trip and also a number
of photos from the community group's April trip.
 
"As promised by Sarah Ansari in the last
newsletter, the second OTI community trip
proceeded to be an experience of a lifetime,
even for a group of well-seasoned travelers, and even yet for an Israeli born
Sabra like myself who travels to the area frequently. The OTI journey
opened to us doors that exceeded all expectations.
 
Together as a group, we engaged in listening to diverse speakers in the
context of their daily lives, lives that are embedded in a conflict of harsh
realities, complexities, and even contradictions. Yet, interestingly enough, we
did not return confused or bewildered. On the contrary, we came back with a
wide and deep understanding of the challenges, with knowledge that is
essential for future conversations and dialogue.
 
At the same time, and just as importantly, we have experienced the power of
listening with dignity to the other side. This grossly underutilized tool,
demonstrated to us day after day, meeting after meeting, that the act of
listening with sincerity and dignity to the "other" has profound mitigating
powers. It has shown that peace between people begins with those who
have the determination, discipline and the courage to listen."
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The OTI community group in Petra, Jordan.  

 

The OTI community group leaving Ambassador Yahya's house after a
wonderful lunch.
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Alumni Spotlight
 
Amanda Naoufal
OTI Class of 2008
 
Major: Cognitive Psychology and Biology  
 
Currently: Studying law at the American
University Washington College of Law in
Washington D.C.    
 
Experiences Following OTI:  
Worked as a paralegal at a law office in Orange
County.  
 
Notable OTI Moments:   
"OTI has played a large role in helping choose my
career as a lawyer. My OTI experience made me realize that my passion
was not in medicine, but in law. Through OTI, I learned how much fun it
could be to challenge ideas-to challenge your own ideas only to make them
stronger. My goal now is to become a lawyer where I will be challenging
ideas every day."program." 
 

"The group discussions on our trip were always my favorite part of the
day. It was a great opportunity for me to see how two people can
experience the exact same thing but come out with completely different
opinions."

"I have learned to be cautious and curious about everything I am taught. I
make it a habit to check various sources and read different opinions about
topics. This does not just apply to politics. In every subject matter there are
differing perspectives and it is my responsibility to do the research and
formulate my own educated perspective. OTI taught me the importance of
that."

 
Would you like OTI students to speak to your

organization?
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Please send your invitations to oti@uci.edu.
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