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Sample Call-Out for Participants  
 
Join the PowerShift. 
 
What is PowerShift? 
Between 2013 and 2015, PowerShift Canada will bring thousands of youth and allies 
from diverse backgrounds together at six regional summits to build a movement for 
climate and environmental justice. PowerShift Atlantic is the second of six regional 
conferences, held in Halifax from March 28-31 2014.  
                                                                                                                  
Through keynote speakers, workshops, caucuses, panel discussions, actions, and 
many other activities, participants will build a range of skills for taking action, develop 
their understanding about the intersections between environmental and social justice 
issues, and gain the connections and confidence to mobilize in their communities. For 
more information on PowerShift, visit our website at wearepowershift.ca. 
  
If you are interested in attending PowerShift, please email or call (Name, email, 
number) to join the local (your town) contingent. You can also follow PowerShift on 
our website, Twitter, and Facebook. Registration will be opening in late July. If you are 
interesting in participating in PowerShift programming or organizing another please fill 
out our volunteer application form. 
  
Why do we need you? 
PowerShift aims to build an environmental and climate justice movement that can 
transform our society, so that our future can be enjoyed by everyone, not only those 
who can afford it (that means you!). PowerShift is organized by youth, for youth, and 
aims to mobilize passionate people from affected communities and civil society to 
explore multiple ways of taking action and work to develop each other’s capacity and 
abilities. 
 
Throughout the weekend there will be issue-based workshops, panels and speakers. In 
the evening there will be live music, entertainment, and many chances to build strong 
connections with other conference participants. Other on-going activities will include an 
art space and a zine library. 
 
Some of these workshops will include: 

· Separating Oil and State: Understanding how corporations are influencing our 
policies 

· Faith-based Perspectives on Climate Change 
· Losing more than Hockey: Panel on the Impacts of Climate Change in Canada 
· Organizing an effective action 
· Puppet Making and other Creative Visuals 
· How and When to Break into the Media 
· Grassroots Fundraising 



 
· Developing and Carrying-out Strategies that Win! 
 

...And many more! 
 
Beyond education, mobilization, and collective action, the gathering will include in-depth 
discussions on the role of frontline and indigenous communities, environmental racism, 
dependence on oil, economic inequalities that stem from the extractive and carbon 
industries, as well as solutions to these crises such as food sovereignty, renewable 
energy, and public transportation. 
 
We’re hoping to have 1000+ participants at each PowerShift, who will learn important 
skills in local organizing and change-making, meet other passionate youth from across 
the country, and take their new skills home to keep pushing for climate justice in their 
own communities. PowerShift is more than just a conference – it’s a kickstart for a broad 
social movement. So, are you in? - www.wearepowershift.ca   
 

Sample Letter to Businesses 
 
TODAY’S DATE 
To:  (Person’s  name, if you know someone at the company) c/o (The Business Name) 
Re: Request for support for PowerShift  
 
In 2009, the Canadian Youth Climate Coalition hosted a conference called PowerShift. This 
conference brought together nearly 1000 youth from across Canada, the largest gathering of 
its kind in the country. It was a weekend of workshops, speakers, and action that catalysed 
the Canadian youth climate movement, creating a new generation of leaders making change 
across this country. 
 
This March, we’re doing it all again. We’re aiming to bring over 1000 young people to Halifax 
for four days of training, strategy, planning, action and mobilization. Our goals are: to train a 
generation of leaders who are willing and able to build a sustainable future for Canada, to hold 
our elected officials accountable for their role in solving the climate crisis, and to build a 
cohesive and effective youth climate movement.  
 
PowerShift is needed now more than ever, as our governments fail to address rising 
greenhouse gas emissions and continue to slash funding to critical environmental programs. 
We need to empower and unite youth to create solutions from the ground up, as it is clear the 
solutions will not come from the top. 
 
We can’t do this alone. We need your support to help make this event a success. 
 
PowerShifts in 2009 & 2012 engaged thousands of youth in the climate movement, myself 
included, and proved to be one of the most memorable events of many participants' lives. I 
am approaching (company name here!) on behalf of the PowerShift Atlantic organizing 
committee because you are a leader in environmental responsibility, and understand the 



 
value of empowering people and businesses to make sustainable choices. By sponsoring 
PowerShift with a financial contribution, you will be marketing your company to 1000+ 
participants, as well as the thousands more who will access the event through media and 
online communications. 
 
By choosing to help sponsor PowerShift, you are not only helping support thousands of young 
people to create positive change for our future, you are helping to educate people of all ages 
about the urgency of the growing climate movement in Canada.  Sponsoring PowerShift will 
not only increase your presence within Canada, it would also contribute to your stewardship of 
the environment and your contribution to a safe climate future. 
 
This event is already generating huge public interest – there are over 200 youth working as 
volunteers to organize this conference, and hundreds more who are eagerly waiting for us to 
open registration. With your tax-deductible donation, you have the opportunity to increase 
your business' visibility while demonstrating your commitment to a clean and healthy 
environment. 
Sponsorship opportunities are outlined in the next pages. We hope you will consider them, 
and look forward to working with your business in the future. 
 
Sincerely,  
(Your Name) 
Regional Outreach Coordinator 
PowerShift Atlantic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sample letter to student unions 
 
Support PowerShift’ Atlantic’s Recruitment Team! 
 
Want to help bring a diverse body of youth to PowerShift? Want to work alongside an 
amazing team of people? You are in a unique position to facilitate youth participation, so we 
hope you can help!  
 
PowerShift is committed to bringing together a diverse group of youth, with representation 
many different cultures and backgrounds, including First Nations, immigrant/newcomer 
communities, the labour movement, and rural communities.  
 
Why now? 
Now is the time for action. Now is the time for boldness. 
The timing of PowerShift is critical.  
 
The twin economic and ecological crises we face today  

 
Some of the ways that student unions can be a part of PowerShift:  
 
Recruitment: 

 
* Help get the word out! Send PowerShift updates and registration information throughout 
your membership. Connect with our outreach team for updates to send through your 
networks. 
* Join us on at PowerShift! Send one delegate or more from your organization to PowerShift. 
You can set up a recruitment officer(s) from within your organization to sign participants up 
and support them to get to PowerShift. 
* Organizing and outreach materials are available for those in your organizational 
networks who want to be a part of PowerShift. 

 
Providing in kind support: 
 
* Any in-kind donations your organization can make will go a long way to making PowerShift a 
success.  Some in-kind services we are in need of include: printing, conference lines, media 
support and office supplies. 
* Arranging group carpool, bus, rail, etc. travel for participants in your area will help us get the 
PowerShift message out to an even larger group of people! 
* Also, please consider committing some staff time to help with important pieces of 

PowerShift such as logistics, recruitment and fundraising.  
 
Funding the Participants: 
 
* PowerShift strives to be as diverse and inclusive as possible. We want to bring together 

youth from across Atlantic Canada to meet and learn. One of the largest barriers for many 
attendees will be the travel and accommodation costs of getting to and staying in Halifax.  



 
 

* Please consider sponsoring participants, or a group of your organizational members, to 
attend PowerShift Atlantic. 

* No matter where you are, we need your outreach assistance! Start today by spreading the 
word to your members! 

 
That’s it! Thanks for your support in ensuring we have the biggest impact on the participants, 
the Canadian public and political representatives. 

 
(Your Name) 
(Your e-mail) 
PowerShift Organizer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sample Grant Application/Application to Student Union or Faculty 
 
APPLICATION: PowerShift Atlantic Conference 
CONTACT INFORMATION: jane.doe@gmail.com, 555-555-5555 

 
PowerShift 
In October of 2009, 1000 young people from across the country converged on Ottawa to bring 
a message of bold, comprehensive and immediate climate action. This year we want to make 
it even bigger. Three years later, at PowerShift 2012, we brought together nearly 1500, and 
now we are taking PowerShift across Canada to train thousands more youth.  
 
Youth of all backgrounds will come together to create a fresh, positive, and inspiring vision of 
the future, one focused on our potential to overcome the challenges of the 21st century, build 
a clean energy economy, create millions of green jobs, increase global equity and revitalize 
our economy. Now is the time for action. Now is the time for boldness. We will accept nothing 
less from the people with whom we have entrusted our future: our elected officials, and most 
importantly, ourselves. At six gathering between 2013-2015 we will become the change the 
world needs to see, but we need your help to make it happen. 

 
Date and location 
XXXXXX 

 
PowerShift details 

  INSERT REGIONAL DETAILS 
 
Benefit to (name of institution)  
Being represented at PowerShift would help promote your reputation as being committed to 
addressing climate change. Additionally, many of the skills sessions provided at PowerShift 
could be a valuable addition to the environmental community at (name of institution). Some of 
these include: (list a few- e.g. educational programming on the international climate 
negotiations, building non-partisan support for bold climate legislation…) 
 
Many of the students who plan on attending PowerShift will have their first opportunity to 
attend a leadership development conference and to experience this issue on a national level. 
In addition, several of the more experienced and involved students attending have agreed to 
hold workshops and presentations to share their experiences and the skills learned at 
PowerShift with groups they are currently involved with at (name of the institution). 

 
Some of the students hoping to attend have been volunteering throughout the fall and 
summer to help plan the logistics, fundraising, recruitment and programming of PowerShift. 
This is an opportunity to reward their dedication. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Proposed budget 
Expense Expected  

 costs 
Source of funding 

Total  (have a breakdown by percent 
of who will pay for what) 
e.g. student union grant: 
15%, personal expenses: 
15%, 

Transportation to and from 
Halifax 

 e.g. Student union grant 

Accommodation in Halifax  e.g. Please see other 
fundraising attempts 

PowerShift Registration  e.g. Name of grant you are 
applying for 

Miscellanies (materials used for 
recruiting and fundraising) 

 e.g. name of grant you are 
applying for 

Food at PowerShift   e.g. Personal expenses 
 
 

Other fundraising attempts 
Our organization will be applying for additional grants and will also be holding fundraising 
events throughout the university and local community. On (date____), we will be 
canvassing local businesses asking for donations to help fund our trip. We will also be 
canvassing the university community to amass further funds. 

 
In addition, on (date____), we will be holding a major fundraising event for PowerShift 
(provide details for your event). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Sample Op Ed: 
 
PowerShift Atlantic: our generation vs. fossil fuels 
 
The fossil fuel industry in Canada is the biggest roadblock keeping us from achieving a just 
and sustainable future. With control over many politicians and policies, and it is clear that a 
strong people’s movement is needed to stop business interests from trumping citizens’ 
interests.  (Insert local facts about fossil fuel use, citizen action, current and future climate 
impacts, fossil fuel companies’ influence over education/public programs in your area, etc. if 
you are writing an op-ed. If you’re submitting a letter to the editor, leave this bit out). 
 
As a young person, I am part of the generation that will inherit the insecurities and 
injustices propagated by climate change. This is why youth from our community are 
attending PowerShift Atlantic, a conference in Halifax that will unite youth in our call for 
a just and sustainable future for all. PowerShift Atlantic aims to mobilize passionate 
youth from across the country to explore multiple ways of taking action on climate 
change and creating a sustainable economy on Canada’s east coast. 
 
(Your name) 
(Your town) 
PowerShift Atlantic Regional Organizer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Sample Press Release 

 
Media release 
For immediate release 
Today’s Date 
CONTACT: Your Name 
555 555 5555 
youremail@email.com 
LOCAL YOUTH JOIN POWERSHIFT MOVEMENT 
 
YOUR CITY, PROVINCE (MM/DD/YY) – ## youth from (your area) are attending a 
climate summit called PowerShift Atlantic, at which they will join a regional movement of 
youth working to loosen the fossil fuel industry’s grip on our economy and society. This 
conference, held in Halifax from March 28-31, will train youth in grassroots organizing 
skills, lobbying and creative resistance. 
 
“The extreme winter weather we’re seeing from the recent ice storm to the massive 
temperature fluctuations is a call to action on climate change,” says (organizer). “PowerShift 
Atlantic is about giving youth a voice to answer that call.” 

PowerShift Atlantic is the third PowerShift gathering in Canada since October 2012, and the 
first gathering east of Ottawa. Convened by the Canadian Youth Climate Coalition, PowerShift 
aims to be a catalyst for youth-led action to tackle the intersecting crises of climate change and 
economic and social inequality.   

“I’m excited to build a movement that can achieve real change, that can build a future that 
works for people and the planet,” says PowerShift Atlantic coordinator Robin Tress. 
“PowerShift is about a sustainable future, but also a just one that respects Indigenous rights, 
creates green jobs and brings young people together to fight for a better future.”   

PowerShift Atlantic bring together existing campaigns – like the student led fossil fuel 
divestment campaigns already active at Dalhousie, Mount Allison and UNB-Fredericton – with 
environmental groups, Indigenous groups, young workers and many others to learn, train and 
strategize.  

INCLUDE PARAGRAPH ON LOCAL ISSUE (i.e. divestment, green jobs, pipeline, 
fracking, etc.) 
 
“The conference will give participants the skills we need to build a movement that 
rejects the idea that our economy must rely on fossil fuels, and instead supports local 
energy and employment solutions,” says Tress. 
 



 
Local PowerShift participants are gearing up for the next step and are looking forward to 
contributing to real, positive action on climate change. 
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