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PACDC Fourth Annual Equitable Development Symposium 

Empowering Communities for Collective Change: 
New Pathways for Equitable Development 

 
Philadelphia Association of Community Development Corporations 

Community Development Leadership Institute 
 

December 14, 2016 
 

Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia 

Ten Independence Mall, 100 North 6th Street, Philadelphia, PA 
 

Join us as PACDC’s Equitable Development 2016 Keynote Gordon Chin will share his insights on new 

directions for community developers in leading the charge to advance equitable communities by going 

back to the sector’s roots of organizing, engagement and leadership development.   

AGENDA 

8:30  Breakfast and Networking 

9:00 Welcome and Opening Remarks:  Theresa Singleton, S. Vice President Federal 

Reserve Bank of Philadelphia 

9:10 PACDC Annual Membership Meeting: Rose Gray, PACDC Board President & 

Rick Sauer, Executive Director 

9:30  Keynote Address:  Gordon Chin, Author, Thought-Leader 

10:00   Making Community THE Priority: A Panel Discussion on the opportunities for 

building lasting equity at the neighborhood level, featuring Mr. Chin along with 

the following panelists: Tony Hernandez, Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative; 

Rev. Gregory Holston, POWER; and Nora Lichtash, Women’s Community 

Revitalization Project.  

10:45  Break 

11:00  Concurrent Breakout Sessions: 

People Power: 

Building Leadership from the Ground Up:  Empowering Practices to Strengthen NACs, RCOs, 

Business and Civic Associations.  Panelists:   Bridget Phifer, Parkside Business and Civic 

Association; Christi Clark, Women’s Community Revitalization Project; and Joyce Smith, 

Centennial Village CDC share insights and best in practice on establishing, building and 

maintaining efforts to grow local neighborhood leadership and stewardship to spur collective 
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action that is impactful on critical community issues such as crime prevention, housing and 

economic opportunity. 

Yes We Can:  Organizing and Engaging Multi-Ethnic and Diverse Constituencies.  Panelists:  

Andy Toy, Southeast Asian Mutual Assistance Associations Coalition; Brian Mercer,  Media 

Mobilizing Project; Hani White, Deputy Director, Mayor’s Office of Multicultural Affairs.  Join 

this roundtable conversation on the obstacles and new areas of innovation and impact to be 

uncovered in engaging with and organizing non-English speakers and or non-native born 

residents as part of your community engagement and organizing efforts. 

   

Economic Power: 

Co-ops Build Community Wealth: Organizing for community and worker owned businesses.       

Workshop led by Philadelphia Area Cooperative Alliance. Cooperatives are values driven 

enterprises that are owned and democratically controlled by their members: the people who 

work there, use the co-op’s services, or buy its goods. Cooperative businesses root wealth in 

the community where profits are equitably distributed, re-circulating money to local 

stakeholders rather than extracting it to absent shareholders. Join us for a discussion on how 

communities are organizing to meet their needs through shared ownership.  

Organizing for Maximum Economic Impact: Lessons from the Alliance for Appalachia. Hear the 
story of how Central Appalachian grassroots groups are organizing on the community level to 
build support for federal investment in their communities, including the successful mobilization 
for just transition policy. The RECLAIM Act was introduced in February 2016 and would unlock 
$1 billion of federal funds for economic development on old mine sites. During this era of 
structural change in the political economy of Appalachia, grassroots organizations are working 
for a transition to a diversified economy that moves beyond the boom bust cycle of the coal 
economy. A major component of that vision includes democratizing the relationship between 
federal, state, and local levels of economic planning, and working constructively with surprising 
new allies. This workshop is led by the Alliance for Appalachia. 
 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch and Networking 

 


