
AP English Literature & Composition 

Practice Packet 
 

This packet will help to prepare you for the AP English Literature & Composition placement test 

that will take place in a couple of weeks.  

 

Class Overview: 

 Literature – poetry, plays, novellas, and novels (fiction based works of literature) 

 Writing – three types of essays (poetry analysis, prose analysis, and free response based 

on a novel/play) 

 Technology – If you are scared of technology usage then this is simply put, not the class 

for you. It is essentially a “flipped” class which means that you are watching video 

lectures at home and then we expand on it the next day in class and add to it through 

more practice. Lecturing is not always done in class. 

The date and time of the test will be announced later, but it will take about an hour to complete. 

 

Included in Packet: 

 Two passages with multiple-choice questions 

 Free Response Sample Essay Questions 

I have not included the answers to the questions, but if you would like them, please bring the 

completed packet to me and I will grade it for you. These are not the same questions that will be 

used on the test, but rather a way for you to practice in order for you to understand the style of 

questions that will show up on the test. 

The Test Will Include: 

 One poetry passage with up to 15 multiple-choice questions 

 A free response essay question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Multiple Choice Practice Passages 
 

Poem # 1 

“Nobody Comes” 

Tree-leaves labour up and down,  

And through them the fainting light  

Succumbs to the crawl of night.  

Outside in the road the telegraph wire  

To the town from the darkening land  

Intones to travelers like a spectral lyre  

Swept by a spectral hand.  

 

A car comes up, with lamps full-glare,  

That flash upon a tree:  

It has nothing to do with me,  

And whangs along in a world of its own,  

Leaving a blacker air;  

And mute by the gate I stand again alone, 

And nobody pulls up there.  

 

1. The first stanza contains all of the following devices except  

(A) consonance (B) personification (C) masculine rhyme (D) simile (E) enjambment  

 

2. What is “Swept by a spectral hand” (7)?  

(A) the darkening land (B) travelers (C) an instrument (D) the speaker (E) the town  

 

3. In context, the word “spectral” (6, 7) most likely means  

(A) mythical (B) invisible (C) shining (D) ghostly (E) loud  

 

4. The purpose of the simile in line 6 is  

(A) to offer optimism in a dark situation (B) to emphasize the telegraph’s power by humanizing 

it (C) to add a soothing tone to an otherwise ominous mood (D) to present modern technology as 

otherworldly (E) to highlight the irony of the telegraph wire  

 

5. The rhyme scheme of the poem is  

(A) abab cdcd efef gg (B) aabbccddeeff ggh (C) ababcdc ababcdc (D) abbcdcd eff gege (E) 

abbcdcdc efeefeg  

 

6. The first line of both stanzas  



I. ends in a word that is never rhymed  

II. sets a scene 

 III. contains a steady meter 

 (A) I only (B) I and II only (C) II and III only (D) II only (E) I, II, and III  

 

7. The alliteration in line 11  

(A) contrasts with the consonance in line 13 (B) does not match the content of line 11 (C) 

emphasizes the speaker’s unity with the “world” (11) (D) coincides with the alliteration in the 

previous line (E) has no bigger purpose   

 

8. We can interpret that the “air” becomes “blacker” (12) because of all of the following except  

(A) the speaker’s isolation has become more palpable (B) it mimics the speaker’s emotional state 

(C) the lights of the car have gone (D) it is later at night now (E) modern technology mars the 

natural environment  

 

9. The overall tone of the poem is  

(A) self-pitying (B) eerie (C) nostalgic (D) irreverent (E) sardonic  

 

10. The poem’s theme can be interpreted as  

(A) the natural environment is lonely (B) the natural world is omnipotent (C) isolation is a 

common state (D) the benefi ts of modern technology are dubious (E) technology is bad 

 

Poem # 2 

“Morning at the Window” 

They are rattling breakfast plates in basement kitchens,  

And along the trampled edges of the street  

I am aware of the damp souls of housemaids  

Sprouting despondently at area gates.  

The brown waves of fog toss up to me  

Twisted faces from the bottom of the street, 

 And tear from a passer-by with muddy skirts 

 An aimless smile that hovers in the air 

 And vanishes along the level of the roofs.  

 

1. In line 5, the “waves” are  

(A) so big they reach the speaker’s window (B) a metaphor for the fog that carries the images of 

faces down below up to the speaker at his window (C) part of the poem’s bigger conceit that 

compares the scene below to an ocean (D) part of a hypothetical situation thought up by the 

speaker (E) a hallucination that characterizes the speaker as depressed and delusional  

 



2. The subject to which the word “tear” (7) refers is  

(A) a passer-by (B) the speaker (C) the brown waves (D) an aimless smile (E) damp souls  

 

3. The words “fog . . . faces from” (5–6) are an example of  

(A) consonance (B) repetition (C) anaphora (D) assonance (E) alliteration 

 

4. The poem’s assonance  

(A) is found in the words “muddy skirts” (7) and emphasizes the ugliness of the scene being 

described (B) is found in the words “faces from” (6) and creates a soothing sound to ease the 

speaker’s discomfort (C) is found in the words “fog toss” (5) and creates a feeling of upward 

movement to complement the movement of the waves  

(D) is found in the words “brown waves” (5) and emphasizes the disparity between ugliness and 

beauty (E) is found in the word “rattling” (1) and allows the reader to hear what the speaker 

hears  

 

5. Regarding the scene he is describing, the speaker is  

(A) removed and observant (B) obsessed and upset (C) optimistic (D) fatalistic (E) apathetic  

 

6. The people described in the poem are characterized mostly as (A) ghostlike (B) penurious (C) 

starving (D) pathetic (E) grotesque  

 

7. The speaker is differentiated from the people he describes by  

I. his wealth  

II. his location  

III. his actions  

(A) I only (B) I and II only (C) II only (D) II and III only (E) III only  

 

8. The tone of the poem is developed through  

I. diction  

II. imagery  

III. metaphor  

(A) I only (B) I and II only (C) II and III only (D) III only (E) I, II, and III 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Free Response Practice Essay Questions 
 

Here you will find previous samples of actual AP essay questions from the test. To look at 

sample essays go to the AP Central website and look at samples of what students wrote in 

response to that particular topic. 

 I put the years along with each question so that they are easy to find. I will not use one of these 

as the essay question, but they will give you a chance to see what type of questions are going to 

be on the test.  

 

Year: 2016 (no samples available until September) 

Many works of literature contain a character who intentionally deceives others. The character’s 

dishonesty may be intended either to help or to hurt. Such a character, for example, may choose 

to mislead others for personal safety, to spare someone’s feelings, or to carry out a crime. 

 

Choose a novel or play in which a character deceives others. Then, in a well-written essay, 

analyze the motives for that character’s deception and discuss how the deception contributes to 

the meaning of the work as a whole.  

 

You may choose a work from the list below or another work of comparable literary merit. Do not 

merely summarize the plot. (There is a much longer list of books on the website, I just listed ones 

that I know have been a part of high school or are on the summer reading lists) 

 

The Crucible 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

The Great Gatsby 

The Kite Runner 

Never Let Me Go 

A Streetcar Named Desire 

 

Year: 2015 

In literary works, cruelty often functions as a crucial motivation or a major social or political 

factor. Select a novel, play, or epic poem in which acts of cruelty are important to the theme. 

Then write a well-developed essay analyzing how cruelty functions in the work as a whole and 

what the cruelty reveals about the perpetrators and/or victom. 

 

You may choose a work from the list below or another work of comparable literary merit. Do not 

merely summarize the plot. (There is a much longer list of books on the website, I just listed ones 

that I know have been a part of high school or are on the summer reading lists) 

 

The Crucible 



Frankenstein 

The Kite Runner 

Night 

The Odyssey 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

 

Year: 2014 

It has often been said that what we value can be determined only by what we sacrifice. Consider 

how this statement applies to a character from a novel or play. Select a character that has 

deliberately sacrificed, surrendered, or forfeited something in a way that highlights the 

character’s  values. Then write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how the particular 

sacrifice illuminates the character’s values and provides a deeper understanding of the meaning 

of the work as a whole.  

 

You may choose a work from the list below or another work of comparable literary merit. Do not 

merely summarize the plot. (There is a much longer list of books on the website, I just listed ones 

that I know have been a part of high school or are on the summer reading lists) 

Antigone 

The Crucible 

Death of a Salesman 

A Streetcar Named Desire 


